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PROPOSED INT. NO.  1281-A:	By Council Members Dinowitz, Bottcher, Holden, Louis, Banks, Williams, Farías, Riley, Lee, Ung, Feliz, Menin, Restler, Moya, Ayala, Stevens, Carr, Vernikov, Ariola, Morano and Paladino

TITLE:	A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York and the New York city building code, in relation to deadlines for installing natural gas detectors and to repeal section 908.10 of the building code relating thereto

ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:	Amends sections 27-2045 and 28-315.2.4, and adds new section 28-315.2.4.1

BUILDING CODE:	Adds new section 908.13, and repeals sections 908.10, 908.10.1, and 908.10.2

PROPOSED INT. NO.  1296-A:	By Council Members Rivera, Farías, Restler, Louis, Narcisse, Stevens and Cabán

TITLE:	A Local Law to amend the New York city building code, in relation to requiring a solid acceptable color or the display of artwork on temporary protective structures on construction sites

BUILDING CODE:	Amends section 3307.6.4.11


I. INTRODUCTION

On June 30, 2025, the New York City Council Committee on Housing and Buildings, chaired by Council Member Pierina Sanchez, will hold a hearing to vote on Proposed Int. No. 1281-A, sponsored by Council Member Eric Dinowitz, in relation to deadlines for installing natural gas detectors and to repeal section 908.10 of the building code relating thereto, and Proposed Int. No. 1296-A, sponsored by Council Member Carlina Rivera, in relation to requiring a solid acceptable color or the display of artwork on temporary protective structures on construction sites. The Committee on Housing and Buildings first heard Proposed Int. No. 1281-A and Proposed Int. No. 1296-A on June 3, 2025.


II. BACKGROUND
Local Law 157 of 2016 Natural Gas Alarm Requirement
Local Law 157 of 2016 (“LL157/2016”) required owners of certain residential buildings to install natural gas alarms and required the Department of Buildings (“DOB”) to promulgate rules adopting standards for the installation of natural gas alarms upon the establishment of industry standards, with such rulemaking triggering a compliance date for the installation of natural gas alarms of May 1st of the year following the DOB rulemaking.[footnoteRef:1] In 2024, DOB adopted the applicable industry standard, National Fire Protection Association (“NFPA”) 715, therefore creating a compliance date of May 1, 2025 for the installation of natural gas alarms.[footnoteRef:2] The industry standards established by NFPA 715 pertain to the placement of natural gas alarms near gas appliances and the sensitivity and power sources for such alarms, among other standards.[footnoteRef:3] [1:  See Local Law 157 of 2016, available at: https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=2576426&GUID=D9EE7190-AF91-411D-A017-8305FF6D6F0D&Options=ID|Text|&Search=157  ]  [2:  See Rules of the City of New York § 908-02.]  [3:  Id.] 

In complying with the requirements of LL157/2016, NYC building owners have indicated a preference for battery-powered natural gas alarms, which can be installed less onerously as compared to plug-in versions of the alarms, as plug-in versions may require electrical re-wiring near the relevant gas appliance.[footnoteRef:4] However, only a single Japanese manufacturer, DeNova Detect, currently supplies such battery-powered natural gas alarms, creating a supply-chain issue that has impeded building owners’ ability to comply with the requirement.[footnoteRef:5]         [4:  See Department of Buildings testimony for Committee on Housing & Buildings hearing (June 3, 2025), available at: https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=7300951&GUID=AC07906C-17F3-42A5-BBE9-3DF3C9393043&Options=&Search ]  [5:  Id.] 

City Canvas Artwork on Temporary Protective Structures
Local Law 163 of 2021 made permanent the City Canvas program, initially created as a temporary pilot program, which is overseen by the Department of Cultural Affairs (“DCLA”) and permits the display of approved artwork on temporary protective structures, such as sidewalk sheds, fences, and scaffolding.[footnoteRef:6] The Council subsequently enacted Local Law 111 of 2024, which allowed approved or alternative artwork to be painted directly on a sidewalk shed or construction fence. It also allowed approved artwork or alternative artwork to remain on display for as long as the sidewalk shed or construction fence has a valid permit.[footnoteRef:7]  [6:  See Local Law 163 of 2021, available at: https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=4069498&GUID=075FAFA9-2374-4359-9DCF-87FCB0E0427B&Options=ID|Text|&Search=163 ]  [7:  See Local Law 111 of 2024, available at: https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=6716425&GUID=B80EE861-90E2-4576-856B-AC0DAE7DCCB9&Options=ID|Text|&Search=111 ] 

At a hearing for the NYC Council Committee on Cultural Affairs, Libraries and International Intergroup Relations in March 2025, DCLA testified that artwork projects through the City Canvas program are not currently eligible for capital funding, and that a legislative solution is needed to address the issue.[footnoteRef:8]  [8:  See Preliminary Budget hearing for the Committee on Cultural Affairs, Libraries and International Intergroup Relations, available at: https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/MeetingDetail.aspx?ID=1277144&GUID=2671A7A0-6B80-4A1E-979F-EBCCF2DBAE8C&Options=info|&Search ] 



III. LEGISLATION
Proposed Int. No. 1281-A

	This bill would postpone the natural gas alarm requirement and would instead provide that natural gas alarms be required no earlier than January 1, 2027. DOB would also be required to submit to the mayor and the Council, by July 1, 2026, a determination on if the department has been able to identify 4 distinct manufacturers of battery-powered natural gas alarms; if such determination finds an insufficient number of alarms, DOB would be required to extend the compliance date to January 1, 2029.  
	 This local law would take effect immediately.

Proposed Int. No. 1296-A

This bill would expand the allowable color of sidewalk shed parapet panels to include approved or alternative artwork through the City Canvas program.
This local law would take effect immediately.
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Proposed Int. No. 1281-A

By Council Members Dinowitz, Bottcher, Holden, Louis, Banks, Williams, Farías, Riley, Lee, Ung, Carr, Vernikov, Ariola, Morano and Paladino

..Title
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York and the New York city building code, in relation to deadlines for installing natural gas detectors and to repeal section 908.10 of the building code relating thereto
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:


1

Section 1. Subparagraph (c) of paragraph 1 of subdivision b of section 27-2045 of the administrative code of the city New York, as added by local law number 157 for the year 2016, is amended to read as follows:
(c) [Provide] On or before January 1, 2027, provide and install one or more approved and operational natural gas detecting devices in accordance with [section 908.10] section 908.13 of the New York city building code or section [28-315.2.3 of the code] 28-315.2.4, as applicable, or, in the alternative for class B multiple dwellings, provide and install a line-operated zoned natural gas detecting system with central annunciation and central office tie-in for all public corridors and public spaces, pursuant to rules promulgated by the commissioner of buildings or by the commissioner in consultation with the department of buildings and the fire department. The commissioner of buildings may by rule extend the date by which such device or system must be installed after making a determination of the number of manufacturers of battery-powered natural gas alarms pursuant to section 28-315.2.4.1;
§ 2. Section 28-315.2.4 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as added by local law number 157 for the year 2016, is amended and a new section 28-315.2.4.1 is added to read as follows: 
§ 28-315.2.4 Natural gas alarms. [Natural] On or before January 1, 2027, natural gas alarms shall be provided and installed in accordance with section [908.10] 908.13 of the New York city building code [on or before May 1 of the first year that commences after the department, by rule, establishes or adopts a standard governing the installation and location of natural gas alarms].
[Exception: In existing buildings, natural gas alarms shall not be required to comply with the power source and interconnection requirements for smoke alarms in accordance with Sections 907.2.11.2 through 907.2.11.3.]
§ 28-315.2.4.1 Market availability. No later than July 1, 2026, the commissioner shall submit to the mayor and the speaker of the council a determination of the market availability of battery-powered natural gas alarms. Such determination shall indicate whether the department has identified 4 or more distinct manufacturers of battery-powered natural gas alarms that comply with the requirements of section 908.13. If such determination indicates less than 4 such manufacturers, the commissioner shall by rule extend the date by which such alarms must be installed in accordance with section 28-315.2.4 to January 1, 2029. 

§ 3. Sections 908.10, 908.10.1, and 908.10.2 of the New York city building code, as added by local law number 157 for the year 2016, are REPEALED.
§ 4. Section BC 908 of the New York city building code is amended by adding a new section 908.13 to be read as follows:
908.13 Natural gas alarms. Natural gas alarms listed in accordance with a standard established or adopted by department rule shall be provided and installed in accordance with department rules. 
§ 5. This local law takes effect immediately.
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Proposed Int. No. 1296-A

By Council Members Rivera, Farías, Restler and Louis

..Title
A Local Law to amend the New York city building code, in relation to requiring a solid acceptable color or the display of artwork on temporary protective structures on construction sites
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:


2

9

Section 1. Section 3307.6.4.11 of the New York city building code, as added by local law number 47 for the year 2025, is amended to read as follows:
3307.6.4.11 Color. Sidewalk sheds shall meet the following color requirements: 

1.	Parapet frames and braces, [parapet panels,] legs and vertical members, beams, cross bracing, and metallic elements shall be a solid acceptable color.  

2.	Parapet panels shall be a solid acceptable color, or display artwork pursuant to Section 3307.11. 

3.  Acceptable colors are hunter green, metallic gray, or white. In addition, when the shed is installed for an existing building, other than one undergoing a full demolition or subject to the provisions of Section 28-101.4.5 of the Administrative Code, a color matching the façade, trim, cornice, or roof of the building, if the roof is sloped and visible from the street, is acceptable.

[3] 4.  Where a fence is installed at the site in accordance with Section 3307.7, the fence and shed shall be the same color.  

Exceptions: Regardless of the color of the shed:

1. Metallic elements and components of the shed may be painted metallic gray.

2. Mesh elements of parapet panels may be black.

§ 2. This local law takes effect on the same date that section 7 of local law number 47 for the year 2025 takes effect.
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