Int. No. 1069

By Council Members Oddo, Arroyo, Brewer, Cabrera, Chin, Comrie, Fidler, James, Koo, Lander, Nelson, Palma, Richards, Levin, Gennaro, Gentile, Halloran and Ulrich

..Title

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to developing and implementing a food and water access plan in response to emergency conditions. 

..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1.  Chapter 1 of title 30 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 30-109 to read as follows:

§ 30-109  Food and water access plan.  a. The commissioner shall develop and implement a food and water access plan no later than October 1, 2013, to ensure the distribution of food and water to areas of the city impacted by emergency conditions and potential incidents as such conditions and incidents are described in section 497 of the charter, when there is a disruption of food and water access that impacts the ability to purchase, prepare or consume food or water.  Such plan shall include, but not be limited to:  (1)  consultation with a food and water distribution task force, which shall include members of the advocacy community with relevant expertise and which shall make recommendations on the development of such plan; (2)  objectives of such plan, including but not limited to, ensuring the public has access to adequate food and water during and after such conditions and incidents and restoring the public, private and non-profit sectors’ ability to provide food and water access;  (3) an assessment of the city’s food and water needs if such conditions and incidents arise and a blueprint for acquiring and distributing food and water to meet such needs;  (4) a description of how the city will attempt to ensure adequate food and water access, including but not limited to through public information about food and water services and availability; management of requests for support from food and water providers; disaster feeding; food pantry, soup kitchen, and meal provider operations; food benefit programs; coordination of food donations, food business and emergency food providers and food sector recovery operations; (5)  identification of city personnel responsible for implementing such plan, including a clear hierarchy and points of contact; (6)  identification of food and water distribution points throughout the city, including how such distribution points are identified, and how such distribution points will be publicized to ensure that the public is aware of the locations of such distribution points;  (7)  a blueprint for ensuring to the extent practicable that public benefits recipients have uninterrupted access to food benefits during such emergency conditions and potential incidents;  (8) identification of contracts that can be activated during such emergency conditions and incidents for providers who can provide and distribute food and water, including but not limited to, hot food providers, trucks and drivers;  (9)  an assessment of  transportation routes that allow for the distribution of food and water that account for emergency road and bridge closures; and (10) a timeline regarding when each step of the plan will be implemented prior to, during, and after such emergencies and potential incidents.
§ 2.  This local law shall take effect immediately.
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