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          1  COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

          2                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: Good morning. My

          3  name is Herbert Berman, I'm Chair of the Council's

          4  Finance Committee of the City of New York.

          5                 Today we are holding our second

          6  hearing on Intro. 923, a local law that would

          7  establish a new East Mid-Manhattan BID in Midtown

          8  Manhattan.

          9                 On May 23rd this Committee held the

         10  public hearings required by law on this local law.

         11  At that time, all those who wanted to be heard on

         12  the establishment of the BID were given an

         13  opportunity to be heard.

         14                 After that hearing, a 30-day

         15  objection period began, during which anyone

         16  objecting to the BID was given the opportunity to

         17  file an objection with the City clerk.

         18                 The 51 percent or more of property

         19  owners, or owners owning at least 51 percent of the

         20  assessed valuation of the property objected, we

         21  could not object to the law -- we could not adopt

         22  the law, I beg your pardon.

         23                 However, as DBS, Department of

         24  Business Services will tell us, about 10 owners

         25  objected, amounting to less than two percent of the
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          2  assessed valuation of the property.

          3                 Thus, if the Committee can answer the

          4  following four questions in the affirmative, we can

          5  adopt the local law establishing this BID.

          6                 With respect to each BID on the

          7  questions, we must be prepared to answer, and the

          8  questions I'd like DBS to address are -- is DBS

          9  here, by the way?

         10                 There is this tremendous sense of

         11  anticipations as I prepare to ask you these four

         12  questions.

         13                 Would you identify yourself and then

         14  we will overpower you?

         15                 MR. GLATTER: Yes. Good morning,

         16  Chairman Berman, members of the Committee. I am

         17  George Glatter, Executive Director of the

         18  Neighborhood Development Division at the Department

         19  of Business Services.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: Thank you,

         21  George.

         22                 All right, first question: Were all

         23  notices of hearing for all hearings required to be

         24  held published and mailed as required by law and

         25  otherwise sufficient?
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          2                 MR. GLATTER: They were.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: Two, Does all the

          4  real property within the district's boundaries

          5  benefit from the establishment of the district,

          6  except as otherwise provided by the law?

          7                 MR. GLATTER: Yes, they do.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: Third, is all

          9  real property benefitted by the district included

         10  within the district?

         11                 MR. GLATTER: Yes, they are.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: Finally, is the

         13  establishment of the district in the best interests

         14  of the public?

         15                 MR. GLATTER: Yes, it is.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: After listening

         17  to DBS' testimony and having reviewed the district

         18  plan and the City Planning Commission report before

         19  you, I ask that my colleagues consider these

         20  questions. An affirmative vote on a local law means

         21  that you were answering the questions affirmatively.

         22                 Thank you.

         23                 Are there any questions?

         24                 Would you ask Walter and Council

         25  Member Foster to come in. Will you call the clerk
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          2  and ask him to come up, please?

          3                 All right, roll call.

          4                 MR. CARAS: On Intro. 923, Berman.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: Aye.

          6                 MR. CARAS: Pinkett.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER PINKETT: Aye.

          8                 MR. CARAS: Spigner.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Aye.

         10                 MR. CARAS: Foster.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye.

         12                 MR. CARAS: O'Donovan.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER O'DONOVAN: Aye.

         14                 MR. CARAS: Wooten.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER WOOTEN: Aye.

         16                 MR. CARAS: Robles.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: Aye.

         18                 MR. CARAS: McCaffrey.

         19                 MR. McCAFFREY: Aye.

         20                 MR. CARAS: Moskowitz.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Aye.

         22                 MR. CARAS: Stabile.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER STABILE: Aye.

         24                 MR. CARAS: By a vote of nine in the

         25  affirmative, none in the negative, the Intro is
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          2  adopted, and the record will be left open.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: Thank you. We are

          4  keeping the record open. Please sign the reports.

          5                 The Committee reporter will be here

          6  in a moment. Thank you.

          7                 We are in adjournment.

          8                 (Hearing concluded at 11:05 a.m.)
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          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 26th day of July 2001.
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