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          1  SUBCOMMITTEE ON ZONING AND FRANCHISES

          2                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: Good morning,

          3  everyone. I'd like to call this meeting of the

          4  Subcommittee on Zoning and Franchises to order, and

          5  we're actually only ten minutes late, which is

          6  probably a record for this Committee, especially

          7  since we've been expanded to 11 members, so we need

          8  to have six for a quorum before we can get started.

          9                 We have two items on the agenda,

         10  which I think we'll move through rather quickly

         11  today.

         12                 First let me mention Council members,

         13  members of the Committee, that are here. Melinda

         14  Katz, Helen Sears, Joel Rivera, Erik Dilan, and

         15  we're also joined by David Yassky, who actually has

         16  an item on the agenda today, and also Council Member

         17  Simcha Felder.

         18                 What I'll do is, the first item is

         19  Land Use No. 27 and 28, which is Greenpoint,

         20  Williamsburg, FUCA follow-up, corrective action,

         21  number C060171 ZMK. And N060170 ZRK.

         22                 I'm going to call up City Planning to

         23  give their presentation. Before you start, however,

         24  Council Member Yassky would like to make a

         25  statement, and he has another meeting to go to.
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          2                 Council Member Yassky.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Thank you very

          4  much, Chair Avella, and I appreciate your indulging

          5  me to speak right at the outset.

          6                 I will just say very simply I support

          7  this follow-up action. It's really a clean-up. I

          8  know the City Planning will go through all the

          9  details, I will spare you.

         10                 As with everything there are a lot of

         11  details. There were issues that I had but they were

         12  resolved, and the proposal as it is now before us I

         13  support, and I urge the Committee to adopt it, just

         14  the way it is.

         15                 Thank you.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: Thank you.

         17                 Whenever you're ready.

         18                 We've also been joined by Council

         19  Member Mike McMahon.

         20                 MS. MEYER: Good morning, Council

         21  members. I am Regina Meyer, Director of the Brooklyn

         22  office of the Department of City Planning here this

         23  morning to discuss the Greenpoint Williamsburg

         24  follow-up items that are before you.

         25                 Like items that we have undertaken in
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          2  Hudson Yards, these follow-up items embody the City

          3  Planning Department's commitment to address

          4  important issues that were raised during the City

          5  Council review of the Greenpoint Williamsburg

          6  rezoning.

          7                 Firstly, there are a number of

          8  technical items as a part of the inclusionary

          9  housing program that was adopted for Greenpoint

         10  Williamsburg that make it consistent with Hudson

         11  Yards, West Chelsea and the South Park Slope

         12  rezoning.

         13                 They will facilitate consistent

         14  administration of the entire program throughout all

         15  of these neighborhoods.

         16                 In discussing affordable housing, I

         17  also want to mention that the Mayor did announce the

         18  first affordable housing project is a part of the

         19  rezoning located on Kent Avenue between Fourth and

         20  Fifth Street, known as Palmer's Dock. And that

         21  project will have 113 units developed on the

         22  waterfront as a part of that program.

         23                 Related to that same site we also

         24  have a number of waterfront access plan amendments

         25  that Howard will show you, related to how we achieve
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          2  waterfront public access from Kent Avenue and North

          3  Fourth Street at this location. These are important

          4  site plan modifications that we made that both

          5  facilitate public access to the waterfront and also

          6  making sure that the site plan for this project is

          7  superior.

          8                 We are also working with the Parks

          9  Department on the public access that's developed as

         10  a part of this site. And you should know, again,

         11  that these are items that were raised fully during

         12  the City Council review of the waterfront access

         13  plan last year.

         14                 The proposed text changes also

         15  include anti-harassment provisions. These also

         16  respond to a request that was made by City Council

         17  members last May and to community board members.

         18                 This fulfills our commitment in terms

         19  of anti harassment measures in Community Board 1.

         20                 Lastly, we have also proposed zoning

         21  map changes in the Greenpoint Williamsburg

         22  Waterfront area, and these, I would say, are largely

         23  consistent with our commitment to provide height

         24  limits in areas that we have concerns about

         25  neighborhood character.
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          2                 These 19 blocks we looked at, in

          3  terms of making sure there is an appropriate height

          4  limit that is compatible with the neighborhood

          5  character in Greenpoint Williamsburg.

          6                 Do you have any questions?

          7                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: Any questions

          8  from Committee members?

          9                 Thank you.

         10                 I would mention, we've also been

         11  joined by Council Member Larry Seabrook.

         12                 I do not see anyone signed up to

         13  speak on this item, so unless there is somebody in

         14  the audience I'm unaware of, I will close the public

         15  hearing on this matter.

         16                 Thank you.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Where is

         18  Avenue J?

         19                 MS. MEYER: Avenue J, it's in

         20  Williamsburg, but it just never showed up on the

         21  map. So, we'll work on that, Simcha.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: Thank you.

         23                 Next item on the agenda is Land Use

         24  No. 69. Brighton By the Sea, M 910478D ZMK.

         25  Application submitted by Brighton Development, LLC
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          2  for the modification of a restrictive declaration.

          3                 MR. LEVINE: Good morning, Madam Chair

          4  -- Mr. Chair. I'm sorry. My name is Mark Levine.

          5  I'm a representative of Brighton LLC, and I'm here

          6  to answer any questions you may have.

          7                 As per the Chair's request last week,

          8  we have provided the Committee with letters from

          9  Community Board and from the Borough President's

         10  Office indicating their approval of the proposed

         11  modifications. I'd be glad to describe them, if

         12  you'd like?

         13                 This has been deemed a minor

         14  modification to an existing declaration that was

         15  originally adopted in 1998 by your Committee and the

         16  City Planning Commission.

         17                 The declaration provides for the

         18  construction of 850 dwelling units, approximately --

         19  well, 1,250,000 square feet, and parking floor,

         20  approximately 1,200 cars.

         21                 The project has completed 14 of 15

         22  proposed buildings. This modification will occur in

         23  the last building, known as Building K, and the

         24  reason for the modification, which is increasing the

         25  amount of floor area from 1,250,000, as restricted,
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          2  to a million by another 35,000 square feet, to a

          3  million 1,285,000 square feet, and increasing the

          4  number of units from 850 to 865 units.

          5                 The reason for the increase, as the

          6  development proceeded, a number of the purchasers

          7  were combining units to make them larger so that we

          8  found that we could not meet the 850 unit

          9  requirement at the time, and so we have requested

         10  your approval of that matter.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: For Committee

         12  members, this application lies within Council Member

         13  Recchia's district. I understand he is also in

         14  support, has no problem with the application.

         15                 MR. LEVINE: Yes, that's correct.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: I appreciate the

         17  fact that you made these letters from the Borough

         18  President and the community board available.

         19                 Any questions from Committee members?

         20                 Council Member Sears.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: I just have one

         22  for clarification.

         23                 When units are proposed and developed

         24  and they're a certain amount of housing, it's not

         25  uncommon for those to take two apartments, rather
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          2  than one? Is that ever in consideration when looking

          3  at affordable housing, whether something is rental,

          4  purchased or what? Because in the end it can reduce

          5  the number of units that we are initially approving.

          6                 I'm just wondering if this has

          7  happened before.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: I haven't heard

          9  it come up, but it's an interesting question --

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Yes.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: And we'll

         12  certainly, you know, discuss it with the staff and

         13  take a look at it.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Because it

         15  certainly would reduce, and you might want to

         16  because it would reduce the numbers that we really

         17  approved, and then they'd have to go back and change

         18  a whole thing. I mean, I'm not opposing it, but I do

         19  think that we need to look at that.

         20                 All right, thank you, Mr. Chair.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: All right, thank

         22  you.

         23                 Any other questions or concerns?

         24  Thank you.

         25                 I don't see anyone signed up to speak
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          2  on this item either; is that correct?

          3                 I will close the public hearing on

          4  this matter, and this will be one of the quickest

          5  meetings of this Committee we've had in a long time.

          6                 With that, I'll ask Counsel to call

          7  the vote.

          8                 Chair recommends approval of both

          9  items.

         10                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Chair Avella.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         13  Dilan.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye on all.

         15                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         16  Felder.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

         18                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         19  McMahon.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye.

         21                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         22  Rivera.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: I vote aye.

         24                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         25  Seabrook.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

          4  Sears.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

          6                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

          7  Gioia.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes.

          9                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         10  Katz.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: I vote aye, and

         12  may all our future meetings be just as brief.

         13                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: The vote stands

         14  at nine in the affirmative, none in the negative, no

         15  abstentions, and are referred to the full Land Use

         16  Committee.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: Thank you,

         18  everyone.

         19                 This closes this meeting of the

         20  Subcommittee on Zoning and Franchises.

         21                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         22  Vann.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: The vote stands

         25  at ten in the affirmative, no abstentions, and no in
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          2  the negative, and is referred to the full Land Use

          3  Committee.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: Thank you,

          5  everyone.

          6                 (Hearing concluded at 10:00 a.m.)
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