          1

          2  CITY COUNCIL

          3

             CITY OF NEW YORK

          4

             -------------------------------x

          5

             THE TRANSCRIPT OF THE MINUTES

          6

                       of the

          7

             COMMITTEE ON PARKS, RECREATION,

          8  CULTURAL AFFAIRS And INTERNATIONAL

             INTERGROUP RELATIONS

          9

             RE: BLACK HISTORY MONTH CELEBRATION

         10

             -------------------------------x

         11

         12                 February 11, 1999

                            Start:  12:20 p.m.

         13                 Recess: 2:40 p.m.

         14                 City Hall

                            Council Chambers

         15                 New York, New York

         16

                  B E F O R E:

         17

                         WENDELL FOSTER

         18                                Chairperson,

         19

                         COUNCIL MEMBERS:   Annette Robinson

         20                                 Speaker Peter Vallone

                                            Lloyd Henry

         21                                 Jose Rivera

                                            Helen Marshall

         22

         23

         24       LEGAL-EASE COURT REPORTING SERVICES, INC.

                         217 Broadway -  Suite 511

         25              New York, New York 10007

                              (800) 756-3410

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            2

          1  BLACK HISTORY MONTH CELEBRATION

          2                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: We are a little

          3  late starting the formal program because, as you

          4  know, somehow when Dillinger, John Dillinger, before

          5  your time, who was considered public enemy number

          6  one, and Jessie James and others were shot, they

          7  were not shot 19 times with 41 bullets. As I was

          8  saying, an innocent man was fired at 41 times and

          9  hit 19 times, so downstairs they are having a press

         10  conference and meeting with the Police Commissioner.

         11                 My name is Wendell Foster, I am

         12  Chairman of this program, by virtue of the fact that

         13  Phil Reed and Marty Povman and Annette Robinson and

         14  other members of the Committee allow me to chair the

         15  program. I wish to thank them and our Speaker.

         16                 The Speaker will join us shortly. He

         17  is down with the Commissioner and others and trying

         18  to address the tragedy we all are mourning today.

         19                 Let us officially start our program

         20  by having a young lady that I am very fond of, a

         21  young lady that the Duke probably would have stolen

         22  for his band, and Clark Terry and Milt may steal

         23  her, but you would have to come through me, Keera

         24  Powell will now come and lead us in the National

         25  Anthem, and the Black National Anthem, accompanied
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          2  by Ms. Azalee Clements, her music teacher.

          3                 (National Anthem and The Black

          4  National Anthem).

          5                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Let us remain

          6  standing for the Invocation by Council Member Father

          7  Lloyd Henry.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER FR. HENRY: Where there

          9  is no vision, the people perish. Blessed are the

         10  peacemakers for they shall be called sons and the

         11  daughters of God. The work of righteousness shall be

         12  peace and effective righteousness, quietness and

         13  assurance forever, and my people shall dwell in a

         14  peaceful cohabitation and ensure dwellings and in

         15  quiet resting places. Let us pray.

         16                 Oh Lord, our God, as we invoke upon

         17  those now assembled in your name the gift of your

         18  holy presence, we give you the glory and the praise

         19  for bringing us together and for allowing us to see

         20  and experience yet another day of beauty and

         21  sunshine.

         22                 We have come this far by faith in

         23  you, and your assurance to never leave us alone or

         24  comfortless.

         25                 We have come this far for the
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          2  sacrifices of those whom you have blessed with

          3  wisdom and courage, to imprint upon the pages of

          4  history a vision for people of a time as yet unborn

          5  when souls shall be beaten into plough shares and

          6  spears into pruning hopes, and when nations and

          7  people shall learn war and violence and the varied

          8  forms of discrimination and more, we pray to you,

          9  dear God, to now give us a sense of duty and purpose

         10  as we build upon the legacies of those past and

         11  present whom we seek to honor this day.

         12                 May we be willing to respond to your

         13  call to action and in faithfulness fulfill the same

         14  for we ask it in your name, amen.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Please be seated.

         16                 Ladies and gentlemen, there are many

         17  distinguished guests this afternoon. In fact, all of

         18  us are. A great deal of time, energy and effort went

         19  into making this program possible, and we shall talk

         20  about that later.

         21                 Mr. Vallone will be coming up

         22  shortly, and he will introduce our Council Members.

         23                 I would remind you that we are

         24  filming this entire program. It will be seen on

         25  Channel 12. I will let you know when, as soon as I
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          2  know, with Council Member Rivera, our in-house

          3  producer, is also filming it, because he doesn't

          4  trust these other camera men. Now just because you

          5  see Jose there doesn't mean he is not working. He is

          6  looking around making sure that his men are doing

          7  their job.

          8                 At this time we shall have, as if we

          9  don't know, the reason why we are here, by Council

         10  Member Annette Robinson.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBINSON: Thank you

         12  very much, Council Member Foster. And to the

         13  distinguished honorees and of course, the reverend

         14  clergy, and to all of you that are here this

         15  afternoon, I, too, sing America.

         16                 As we celebrate Black History Month,

         17  we, the City Council, are in mourning for Amadou

         18  Diallo, a man who came to say I, too, sing America.

         19  For too many people of color the American dream has

         20  wrought suffering, pain and in instances death. Why,

         21  with the vastness of the riches of the earth, we

         22  cannot and will not allow for blacks to share

         23  equally in the vast wealth in this country. Every

         24  people celebrates their history and culture, our

         25  children, our grandchildren must know who they are
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          2  and where they are going.

          3                 After all of these years and all that

          4  we have been through, individually and collectively,

          5  I think it is very appropriate for us to show our

          6  gratitude to you, for all you have done, enabling us

          7  to stand in celebration of Black History Month. I

          8  say to you, Black America, thank you.

          9                 Over the years you have been

         10  chastised, criticized, in some cases punished, but

         11  you have never been formally or publicly thanked for

         12  your non-ending allegiance and support for our

         13  cause.

         14                 Nor have you ever been offered pay

         15  for the mistreatment and abuse endured over the

         16  years.

         17                 I would like to thank you for being

         18  the unique people you are, the forgiving people, the

         19  steadfast people, the brave people. You are, and

         20  last but certainly not least, the brave people,

         21  black America.

         22                 America will always be in your debt

         23  for your labor. You built this country and were

         24  responsible for the great wealth we still enjoy

         25  today.
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          2                 Upon your backs laden with the

          3  strikes that were sometimes applied for disciplinary

          4  reasons, you carried our nation. I thank you for

          5  that.

          6                 I thank you for your diligence and

          7  tenacity. Even when we refuse to be allowed to even

          8  walk in their shadows, we followed close behind,

          9  believing that some day we would be accepted and

         10  treated like men and women. Our strength in the face

         11  of adversity could not be understood until now.

         12                 We are truly a great people and I

         13  thank you publicly. Acknowledge black people for

         14  raising our children and others' children, attending

         15  to the sick and preparing the meals while some

         16  occupied the trappings of the good life.

         17                 Your bravery on the battlefield,

         18  despite being classified as "three-fifths of a man"

         19  was and still is outstanding beyond the call of

         20  duty.

         21                 We also appreciate your compliance to

         22  our political agendas, for surrendering your own

         23  economic self-sufficiency and for working so

         24  diligently for the economic well-being of our

         25  people. You are real troopers. And even though the
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          2  13, 14 and 15 amendments were written for us and

          3  many of our relatives, died for their rights therein

          4  and are still dying.

          5                 When black rights were changed to

          6  civil rights and allowed virtually every group to

          7  take advantage of them as well, because we are a

          8  people's people, we keep on keeping on. Promises

          9  were made, promises broken, but we kept on keeping

         10  on.

         11                 And so the theme of our program today

         12  is why do we celebrate Black History Month? My

         13  answer to that is, why not?

         14                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Thank you,

         15  Council Member Robinson.

         16                 There are other Council members in

         17  the audience, they may just come up and take the

         18  seats here that have been reserved for them.

         19                 Our theme is, as you can see, it is

         20  appreciating and cherishing our past, celebrating

         21  the present. Someone questioned me and said why are

         22  we honoring people who are no longer with us in the

         23  flesh? I reminded them of two reasons; one is found

         24  in the Bible, and it is printed in your program, "I

         25  shall not die, but shall live, and declare the works
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          2  of the Lord." But even before that, those of us of

          3  African descent still believe and were always

          4  taught, that although we may not see our ancestors

          5  in the flesh, they are always with us. And so we

          6  could not be who we are and where we are, now that

          7  we know where we are going, without the

          8  contributions made by those who are no longer with

          9  us in the flesh.

         10                 We are here then because the

         11  courageous stand taken by one Paul Robeson, in my

         12  opinion, the most significant American born in my

         13  lifetime. We are here enjoying music, because

         14  without the voice that Toscanini said you hear only

         15  once in 100 years, and that tradition was carried on

         16  by Betty Allen, who also made her contribution.

         17                 We are here because without our song

         18  where would we be, and without

         19  Ellington, there would be no American music.

         20                 We are here because in the field of

         21  civil rights, a young man that is coming here now,

         22  Dr. Wyatt Tee Walker, who was the Chief of Staff of

         23  Dr. Martin Luther King, who has done and is doing so

         24  much to make America a better place. We are here

         25  because we can rejoice, not only with the music, but
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          2  also with the photographs. I don't know how he had

          3  time to take them.

          4                 We are here also because his wife has

          5  made sure that every need that she can supply or get

          6  the world to supply to make life comfortable for him

          7  was given.

          8                 We are here also because no greater

          9  trumpeter or musician, or personality in the field

         10  of music, can this country boast of than the great

         11  Clark Terry.

         12                 We are here because Dr. Annie Martin

         13  thought it not wrong to build into this country the

         14  largest branch of the National Association for the

         15  Advancement of Colored People here in New York City.

         16                 We are here also because a young man,

         17  who pretends he is almost 80 now, Lorenzo Dufau,

         18  served on one of our ships and was a hero when

         19  people of our color were not supposed to be heros,

         20  my neighbor and my good friend, who goes fishing

         21  still and comes by my house and says cook it, don't

         22  think about the City Council, don't think about

         23  anything, just eat and be happy. Lorenzo Dufau.

         24                 We are here because Malcolm X and

         25  Betty Shabazz, gave to this nation and to the world
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          2  a vision of people who are angry and yet have a

          3  vision for the future.

          4                 We are here because Dr. Edison

          5  Jackson, a graduate of the school that my daughter

          6  went to called the Mecca, a law school down in

          7  Washington. What is the name of that school again? I

          8  figured you would say Howard University. Howard

          9  University, and who is doing a magnificent job at

         10  the Medgar Evers College in Brooklyn.

         11                 When people tell you CUNY is a

         12  failure, look at Edison Jackson and say somebody has

         13  lied.

         14                 We are here also because there is a

         15  young lady who was born in the West Indies, and is

         16  now considered one of the best doctors in the world,

         17  Dr. Lafontant.

         18                 I am not suggesting you get sick to

         19  use her services, but I will say that if you should

         20  become sick, especially women, get her phone number.

         21                 There are some errors in the printed

         22  program, and among those mentions that she is head

         23  of the department at Lincoln Hospital in Manhattan.

         24  For those of you who are foreigners, there is only

         25  one part of the mainland that belongs to New York
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          2  City and that is the Bronx, and she is in Lincoln

          3  Hospital in the Bronx. However, she condescended so

          4  that Wyatt and other Manhattan people would not get

          5  upset to teach also at Columbia University.

          6                 We are here also because a young man

          7  that is 112 years of age, served in World War I and

          8  his country should be embarrassed that the

          9  Government of France will be honoring him this month

         10  whereas his country never did for his courageous

         11  stand in fighting for the country.

         12                 Unfortunately, Mr. Young became ill

         13  last night and he wants us to understand that at 113

         14  in a few days, he doesn't move as quickly as he used

         15  to. I told him we would understand.

         16                 We are here because Council Member

         17  Archie Spigner broke the mold years ago when he

         18  became more than 25 years ago a black City

         19  Councilman and has served this body for now 25 years

         20  as its senior elected official. He is the Deputy

         21  Leader of the City Council. He cannot be here, his

         22  wife is on life support and they just called me to

         23  say that she is quite ill and would understand why

         24  he must stay at her bedside. Our prayers are for

         25  Christine, his wife, that she may recover, as she
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          2  has before, and continue to be that person that God

          3  would be happy to work with.

          4                 We will talk about others later, in

          5  the meantime let me talk about your program.

          6                 Mona didn't hear me call Milt's name,

          7  so I am going to call it again. I thank you, and

          8  thank God for him, not only for his music, his

          9  position as a musician but for his photography, and

         10  I also want to thank you for your support. So, we

         11  will do that again, let's give them both another

         12  hand. All right. I wouldn't dare forget that.

         13                 We have provided some programs for

         14  you to see and take with you. One, you will find

         15  where there is a front cover of all of our honorees.

         16  Within that you will find the proclamations, a copy

         17  of the proclamations that are going to be given to

         18  them. We are not going to take time to read these

         19  proclamations because you have them. There are some

         20  errors in these proclamations because they were done

         21  by humans and humans can make mistakes.

         22                 Also, you will discover for Milton

         23  and the others, that some years ago, in fact 1986,

         24  this City Council adopted jazz as the official music

         25  of New York City.
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          2                 You will also find there some

          3  write-ups on all of these people. You will then find

          4  a write up on a woman by the name of Sojourner

          5  Truth. When we speak of Susan Aferton and all of

          6  those others who made it possible for women to vote,

          7  let us not forget that the person who really put it

          8  over the top, by calling them together and turning

          9  them in when they were chased away was a woman by

         10  the name of Sojourner Truth. You see, everything

         11  that we have ever done in this country we have been

         12  a part of it. Good things that is.

         13                 So, thank you very much, and when we

         14  thought of finding someone that could pull this all

         15  together as a keynote speaker, we thought of no one

         16  other than this young lady who is dynamic, who knows

         17  what she is talking about, and if someone said she

         18  is like that brokerage firm, when she speaks, people

         19  listen, I would like for you to give a great big

         20  hand to our keynote speaker, from the Board of

         21  Regents, Dr. Adelaide Sanford.

         22                 DR. SANFORD: My precious ones, my

         23  treasured people, I look upon your faces and deep

         24  into the reservoir of your spirit and your eyes and

         25  find your strengths and your disappointment and your
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          2  longing.

          3                 I choose to call you my precious ones

          4  because you have not been told often enough that you

          5  are loved. I choose to call you my precious ones

          6  because I must love. I must love even those who do

          7  not feel worthy of being loved, for I love them

          8  most, and I love even those who are afraid of losing

          9  the unearned advantage of having always been loved.

         10                 We are here today and your presence

         11  and these pictures and these musicians and these

         12  members of the City Council speak to the importance

         13  of this occasion, and they have chosen three potent

         14  words, appreciating and cherishing our past, not the

         15  past of people of African ancestry, but our past as

         16  Americans. For you see, when you tell the history of

         17  people of African ancestry, you also tell the

         18  history of people of European ancestry, and the

         19  history of people of Australian ancestry and Asian

         20  ancestry, and that is one of the reasons why there

         21  is apprehension about telling the truth of history.

         22  But we must face that with tenacity and courage.

         23                 For, you see, the people of African

         24  ancestry is not appreciated because it has been an

         25  institutionalized truth that they had no history. It
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          2  was not a mistake that Hagle and Toinby and

          3  Degeezers and the great philosophers and

          4  psychologists and history writers said that there is

          5  no indication of any contribution to the life made

          6  by people of African ancestry.

          7                 It is not an error that Thomas

          8  Jefferson, even George Washington, had conflicts

          9  about the humanity of people of African ancestry. It

         10  is difficult to leap from disadvantaged, culturally

         11  deprived, at risk and endangered species to

         12  appreciation. It is almost impossible, without some

         13  very careful, reflective, analytical structured

         14  direction to that movement, and that is what the

         15  City Council is saying today, that we want you to

         16  examine the reasons for those lies, for those

         17  labelings, that Cardogy Woodson said if you can make

         18  a people feel inferior, you don't have to make a

         19  back door for them. For the pressure of their

         20  thinking about who they are will cause them to

         21  create their own back doors.

         22                 Therefore, my precious ones, it

         23  wasn't a mistake to institutionalize the notion that

         24  these people were primitive and savage and

         25  non-productive, and simplistic and needed to be
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          2  directed, and we have got to make a specific effort

          3  to correct those mistruths before we can truly

          4  appreciate our past.

          5                 Now, there are those who would tell

          6  us, well, I think that children should learn their

          7  history at home. That is where other people learn

          8  their history. But you see, other people did not

          9  have by government regulation the loss of their

         10  language, their name, their celebrations, their

         11  rituals, their God worship, did not have their

         12  stories of truth and victory eradicated and even

         13  today the struggle to bring the truth of the history

         14  of people of African ancestry into the curriculum

         15  where the children can learn in school, because

         16  their parents did not have an opportunity to learn

         17  it. They didn't bring their history books and their

         18  music in their napsacks, because they came with only

         19  the rags on their backs.

         20                 If we are truly going to appreciate

         21  the history of our people, we first must learn it.

         22  We must know what it is, we must dispel the myth

         23  that has been developed over the years and

         24  internalized by our children, so that when you have

         25  to carry the burden of being called disadvantaged,

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            18

          1  BLACK HISTORY MONTH CELEBRATION

          2  culturally deprived, at risk it isn't a description,

          3  it is a direction. It is telling you how to behave

          4  and what to do.

          5                 Then once we learn the truth of this

          6  history fearlessly, then we can truly carriage it.

          7  And what do you do with that which you treasure? You

          8  preserve it. You recognize it, you see the pictures

          9  that are in here in school, you see them painted on

         10  the ceilings of public buildings. It was a little

         11  difficult getting into the people's house this

         12  morning, and when I entered the people's house, and

         13  when I entered the hall of the Board of Regents, and

         14  when I look at the great hall at CUNY built for the

         15  children born of the immigrant, I can't find the me

         16  of we, and our children can't find the me of we.

         17                 So, it is difficult to feel cherished

         18  when you don't see yourself any place, when you

         19  can't connect with what you look at around you that

         20  built up with reverence and awe, very difficult to

         21  cherish it.

         22                 So, we are being given a directive by

         23  the Council this morning, to know what the history

         24  is, our history, and to know it fearlessly and to

         25  preserve it, to protect it, to project it. And then
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          2  they are saying that we must celebrate the present.

          3                 We do believe as people of deep

          4  spirituality that our ancestors are always with us,

          5  can't you see the eyes of these geniuses? How

          6  handsome Duke Ellington, Paul Robeson, Marian

          7  Anderson, and how they struggled in spite of the

          8  great God given gifts that they had.

          9                 Marian Anderson was lauded by the

         10  world for the magnificence of her voice, but she was

         11  52 before she had a chance to sing at the

         12  Metropolitan Opera. The peak of her genius was

         13  beginning to decline when she sang at the Mass Ball.

         14  So, it took America a long time to recognize her

         15  genius. And the daughters of the American

         16  revolution, that civil war, that is what it was, it

         17  was a war within the family of the European people

         18  on the continent of Europe and in America. They

         19  wouldn't let her sing in Constitution Hall.

         20                 And our children need to know that

         21  because they need to know that you can rise,

         22  although rejected.

         23                 Paul Robeson, a genius in every

         24  field, academically, master attorney, five beta

         25  cappa, basketball, football, track, every discipline
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          2  within athletics he soared, and his voice shook the

          3  very bows of the earth. But because he spoke for the

          4  pain of his people he was rejected. Not allowed to

          5  sing in concert halls, not allowed to have a

          6  passport. Our children need to know that he knew why

          7  the caged bird sings.

          8                 And then there is Duke Ellington. You

          9  know, he also was multi-talented, and often when I

         10  talk to my postman, when I talk to various people

         11  who are  scrubbing floors and emptying wastepaper

         12  baskets, they are geniuses, multi-talented, having

         13  to bury their talent and the richness of their

         14  magnificence because the world is not yet ready for

         15  them.

         16                 And so Duke Ellington was a painter,

         17  as well as being a famous jazz musician. He was

         18  offered a scholarship for his painting to go to

         19  Pratt Institute in Brooklyn. But he decided to stay

         20  with music. And I listened to these musicians this

         21  morning and thought how powerful, how magnetic,

         22  there were very few feet that weren't patting to the

         23  beat. It wasn't one, two, three, four, it wasn't a

         24  simplistic beat. Improvization, multifaceted,

         25  multi-melodious, cacophonic that was Duke Ellington.
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          2  But he also knew the pain of his people. And I love

          3  the words of Come Sunday, when he said, Lord, dear

          4  Lord, God Almighty, God of Love, please look down

          5  and see my people through. We need to pray that

          6  prayer today. Lord, God Almighty, we are still

          7  suffering. God of wisdom, God of Love, please look

          8  down and see my people through, then we can

          9  celebrate the today. But the words of the scripture

         10  reassures me, foretells me that every valley shall

         11  be exalted, and every mountain and hill made low,

         12  the crooked strength and the rough places plain, and

         13  all flesh shall see it together for the mouth of the

         14  Lord hath spoken it. Don't be afraid, every valley

         15  shall be exalted.

         16                 My precious ones, I do appreciate our

         17  past and I cherish it, and I celebrate our present,

         18  understanding that we are not blessed for a personal

         19  blessing, but we are blessed to be a blessing.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Thank you very

         21  much. There are seats upstairs. If there is a seat

         22  near you, why don't you must move over close to each

         23  other and let the people in the rear know there are

         24  seats available.

         25                 There are three separate covers in
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          2  your seats, you may not have the same three, but

          3  they talk about people who made a contribution.

          4  Greet them, keep them, and then pass them on.

          5                 Mr. Speaker, I personally thank you

          6  for all the support you have given over the years

          7  for us to have this program. I agonized with you

          8  awhile ago because I know you don't like to be late,

          9  and yet you were downstairs taking care of business

         10  with the Police Commissioner and some of our

         11  colleagues about -- I may as well call it what I

         12  feel it is -- a murder that took place in our

         13  Borough. They didn't shoot at Jessie James 41 times,

         14  or John Dillinger, or others, and they had weapons.

         15                 Speaker Vallone, is a man that

         16  reaches out and if in fact you don't touch him, it

         17  is not his fault. There are many things I could say

         18  about him but I will say this, that in your seat you

         19  found this card. Now, I don't know the color because

         20  I am also colorblind. I was 16 before I knew I was

         21  colored. But whatever color it is, I would like for

         22  you to fill it out and either give it to me or one

         23  of the people in the rear or mail it back to the

         24  Speaker. What we are trying to do and what he is

         25  trying to do is reach out to you to let you know,
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          2  this is your Council and it is the only local

          3  government you have, and anyone who lives in a

          4  Council member's district, and you don't know your

          5  Councilman, I feel sorry for you. You had better get

          6  to know that person so you can call them when you

          7  need them.

          8                 Now, this will help our Speaker help

          9  us to better serve our community. If you belong to a

         10  civic association or a block association, or you

         11  just have a group of people that would like to get

         12  together and invite the Speaker to talk to you about

         13  the things that are on his heart and talk about the

         14  things on your heart, fill out this card and just

         15  put a telephone number down there so that his office

         16  can call you.

         17                 This is my Speaker, your Speaker, the

         18  Speaker of the City Council came into a job and made

         19  this Council an equal partner with that hall across

         20  the way, and who fights to make sure that we get

         21  money for our schools and for our seniors -- yes,

         22  Dr. McDonald, and for our museums. You don't get all

         23  you should be getting, so we will talk with the

         24  Speaker about that. But he is here and I would like

         25  for you to just do me a favor and do yourselves a
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          2  favor, stand and give the Speaker of the City

          3  Council, Peter Vallone, a great big hand.

          4                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Thank you very much,

          5  Wendell. Thank you.

          6                 Thank you so very much. Thank you.

          7                 Dr. Sanford, that is the first and

          8  best cacophonic blessing I have ever gotten. It was

          9  absolutely terrific. What words of inspiration, the

         10  depth of feeling, what love, and I guess that is

         11  what life is all about.

         12                 When Wendell Foster, who is such an

         13  integral part of the ceremony, and let's give

         14  Wendell a hand, he is absolutely terrific. Wendell,

         15  thank you so much. You are just terrific.

         16                 It is true that we, your Council

         17  members, that you see seated around here, Council

         18  Members Pinkett and Robinson, Lloyd Henry, Jose,

         19  Phil, Morty Povman, Marty Golden, Council Members

         20  Perkins, Rivera, Golden, Fisher, Pinkett, Marshall,

         21  Council Member Marshall is where, with Council

         22  Member Linares, they are the two chairs of our

         23  minority caucus. Why don't you stand up, Council

         24  Member Marshall and Council Member Linares, you are

         25  terrific.
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          2                 Why don't all of our Council Members

          3  stand up. Come on, let's see all of you. Council

          4  Member Carrion.

          5                 These are the people, folks, these

          6  are the people who really are you. I mean that is

          7  what it is all about. Yes, we may be different

          8  colors, we may be different religions and races,

          9  different decrees, but as Dr. Sanford will tell you,

         10  that spirituality that she was talking about, that

         11  thing that makes us run and rise above the barriers,

         12  that certain thing that we can't see, that makes us

         13  know that even though a weapon is fired 41 times,

         14  and even though a life is extinguished, maybe that

         15  life here is extinguished, but that life is never

         16  extinguished, because life goes on, because we are

         17  here by the grace and blessings of our forefathers

         18  and foreparents and people who came before us, and

         19  our children, God willing, and our grandchildren

         20  will be here. They can take away our lives, they can

         21  take away everything there is, but they can never

         22  take away our spirituality. They can never take away

         23  our God. They can never take away what joins us

         24  together. They can never take away the fact that,

         25  sure, we want to enjoy this earth, we want to enjoy
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          2  the riches of it, we want the blessings of this

          3  earth, but they can never take away that life goes

          4  on and that if we follow the admonition of what we

          5  know that God wants us to do, that there is a reward

          6  waiting for us, and that we have an obligation, all

          7  of us here, to make life better, and you should have

          8  seen your Council members just a few minutes ago,

          9  with the Police Commissioner. You should have seen

         10  the frank exchange. You should have seen the

         11  communication that existed and that with God's help,

         12  the life of this poor young man will not have gone

         13  in vain. With God's help, maybe, just maybe, that

         14  struggle that began so many hundreds of years ago,

         15  will go to another notch closer to where it should

         16  have been in the first place, that no citizen should

         17  ever be shot, no citizen of our great City, or of

         18  our country or of our world. So, we are working in

         19  that direction. And your honorees today, as Dr.

         20  Sanford said, whether living or dead, life goes on,

         21  whether here or not, I believe they are very much

         22  alive, and I believe that all of us are made better

         23  by reason of their life, that all of us can learn

         24  from the sacrifices they made to be where they are

         25  today, and that all of us will make this great City
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          2  of ours, which is so phenomenal, since it has

          3  everyone, all of us will make this great City the

          4  greatest, as it should be, a place of freedom, a

          5  place of hope, a place of where you can reach that

          6  impossible dream and be what Dr. Sandford already

          7  is, a person who can inspire and show us the real

          8  way.

          9                 Thank you very, very much for being

         10  here. And thank you, and I hope you enjoy it.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Let's give our

         12  Speaker another great big hand.

         13                 I cannot promise you that we will go

         14  according to the printed program, we have to make

         15  some changes here and there. One of the changes we

         16  are going to make now is we are going to call upon a

         17  person that is to receive an honor and we are going

         18  to honor her. Then we are going to ask her to speak

         19  not only for herself, but also on behalf of her

         20  Marian Anderson. That is a difficult task.

         21                 Betty Allen made a name for herself

         22  as a great singer in this country and abroad. Like

         23  Marian Anderson, and the greatest person this

         24  country ever produced, Roland Hayes, somehow we

         25  always impress people in other countries before our
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          2  own country recognizes them.

          3                 But Betty Allen, like Dr. Sandford

          4  said, would not step down for anyone. She made a

          5  name for herself as a great singer and performer,

          6  and then when she thought she could take it easy,

          7  the school started by another great singer, Dorothy

          8  Maynard, called upon her to carry on the Harlem

          9  School of the Arts.

         10                 And we were at Carnegie Hall one

         11  evening and in the midst of a reception she said, I

         12  don't need that, but somebody has got to do it. And

         13  I said to her, and she may not remember, and I will

         14  say to her again, here, thank God that you are here

         15  to do it, because that school is too important to

         16  die.

         17                 And so we are going to tell you to

         18  look in your program and read what you can here and

         19  now and later about Betty Allen. Mind you, as I said

         20  before, there may be some errors because they were

         21  made by human beings, and humans do make mistakes.

         22                 But the gist of what she is, she has

         23  been honored by so many universities and colleges,

         24  so many doctorates and so many proclamations and she

         25  has been acclaimed. But I acclaim here and acclaim
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          2  her now as a dear friend who still finds the time,

          3  or makes the time to be of service to mankind.

          4                 I am going to ask if you would bring

          5  down -- Betty Allen, can you come down, please. I

          6  would like for our Council members to join here.

          7  Dan, our photographer, Borough President Fields, we

          8  only loaned you to Manhattan so come up here with

          9  us.

         10                 Give our Borough President a great

         11  hand. Now, we are not going to read the

         12  Proclamation.

         13                 Now, Virginia would simply say let me

         14  do it, but I am not going to. She takes advantage of

         15  me because we are from the same home town,

         16  Birmingham, Alabama, and every time she wants to do

         17  something she says home boy. When she doesn't want

         18  my help she says, hey, you, Councilman.

         19                 Betty, we present this to you because

         20  you are so deserving and we thank you for not

         21  retiring, but even though she has retired again as

         22  Executive Director of Harlem School, but guess who

         23  is running it? Betty Allen. Guess who is raising the

         24  money for it? Betty Allen.

         25                 In fact, I mean to talk to you have a
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          2  fundraiser I am having shortly.

          3                 Let us give Betty Allen a great big

          4  hand.

          5                 MS. ALLEN: Thank you. Thank you very

          6  much.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: In her words of

          8  thanks, she is also going to do us a favor by

          9  speaking about Marian Anderson, as she knew her, and

         10  the contribution she made.

         11                 Betty Allen.

         12                 MS. ALLEN: Thank you.

         13                 It is a very great honor to be

         14  honored in the presence of the likes of Paul

         15  Robeson, Marian Anderson and Duke Ellington.

         16  Fortunately I knew all three. I heard Paul Robeson

         17  sing, I heard Ms. Anderson sing many times, and I

         18  actually met Duke Ellington when I was 16 years of

         19  age. He was a wonderful man. He was legendary with

         20  charm. He made me feel at 16 I was 40.

         21                 I want to read a speech that I used

         22  some time ago to talk about Mr. Anderson in

         23  Philadelphia for a children's hospital that was

         24  named for her. And this is what I said:

         25                 Singers, a sometimes rare and
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          2  mystifying breed, a group apart, often really odd

          3  birds. Why? I don't really know. Maybe it is the

          4  result of having uncertainty and worry, it maybe be

          5  possibly the hazardous task of carrying your own

          6  volatile and fragile instrument with you. Except the

          7  susceptibility to colds, allergies and germs, what

          8  makes the singer more vulnerable than another

          9  instrumentalist, I don't know why. It may be because

         10  we are more often nervous and demanding and moody

         11  than most of us.

         12                 Unfortunately these words did not

         13  apply to Marian Anderson. She never seemed to be

         14  like this. She was calm, poised, beautiful, and

         15  exuded a radiance and inner spirit that was

         16  remarkable. The voice itself was extraordinary,

         17  powerful, yet sweet. Costivera Hannen, who was her

         18  finished pianist, said, he said:"From where does

         19  this tone come? I thought it was as though the earth

         20  and the room began to vibrate as I thought the sound

         21  came from under the earth. I could not find the

         22  direction of the tone, but it seemed to me that the

         23  very atmosphere was charged in beauty. I certainly

         24  heard the tone, it really must come from under the

         25  earth from some far away place. It was like an
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          2  exotic flower that stood alone in the deep forest

          3  where no human being has ever tried. The roots

          4  drinking up the aged nectar from the earth, rich

          5  with every sustenance, with the sun and the rain and

          6  the fire to create such a flower.

          7                 It bloomed with a surprising

          8  loveliness, with a most delicate perfume, trembling

          9  with a tender never before felt sound.

         10                 So, the source of the sound was

         11  remarkable. I heard it swell to majestic power, the

         12  flower opened its petals to full brilliance and I

         13  was enthralled by one of nature's rarest wonders."

         14                 This is the end of the quote from

         15  Costervera Hannen. I have never heard anybody

         16  describe a voice like that.

         17                 The entire musical world haled the

         18  Metropolitan Opera debut of Marian Anderson in

         19  Veradays in Mascada (phonetic) in 1955. There were

         20  very many singers, like singers that had come before

         21  her, but none had reached the depths and the success

         22  that she had.

         23                 Just a minute, I have to leave out

         24  some things.

         25                 And yet, we had to wait more than 60

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            33

          1  BLACK HISTORY MONTH CELEBRATION

          2  years, before Rudolph, being engaged to her, as the

          3  first black singer in a major role at the

          4  Metropolitan Opera. It was a long and difficult

          5  road. She was the essence of a true artist.

          6                 Others may have come before her but

          7  she was the trailblazer. She, more than anyone,

          8  paved the way for a generation of singers and made

          9  their careers possible.

         10                 I was an Anderson Award winner in

         11  1952 and 1953. Like many others, I owe my musical

         12  life to her. She was our spiritual and artistic

         13  mother, and so, she, more than any other, was the

         14  symbol of the African-American singer.

         15                 Her incredible and unwaivering

         16  devotion to standards and her professionalism

         17  without parallel, which of us has not sat mesmerized

         18  by the voice of this person, her persona, which was

         19  remarkable, her high artistic ideals, and deep

         20  feelings imbued and sound and the singing. The

         21  spirit was wonderful. The spirituals reached a level

         22  never before reached in this country. To embody and

         23  to encompass the suffering of a whole nation, she

         24  sang of our common hope, our common courage and our

         25  common faith. What she did, said Vincent Shehan, was
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          2  outside the limits of classical and romantic music.

          3  She frightened us with the conception of a mighty

          4  and wonderful suffering.

          5                 This is a part of the speech that I

          6  read and I think most describes Ms. Anderson.

          7                 I am indeed pleased to be honored

          8  here today in the presence of her niece and in the

          9  presence of Mr. Robeson's son, because I remember

         10  them so well, and Mr. Ellington's family.

         11                 I thank you very much, Wendell

         12  Foster.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: May we now give a

         14  great big hand to Marian Anderson's niece Sandra

         15  Grymes, who will accept the award on her behalf.

         16                 MS. GRYMES: Thank you very much.

         17  Thank you, Betty Allen, for those wonderful words,

         18  and thank you, Councilman Foster, for putting this

         19  elegant afternoon together.

         20                 I accept this award on behalf of the

         21  family of Marian Anderson, who lived throughout this

         22  century, knew six generations of her family, made a

         23  contribution in full measure to this nation and the

         24  world.

         25                 She rose above the innumerable
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          2  indignities she suffered without complaint. About

          3  discrimination, she once said, "it was just as

          4  though a hair blows across your face, nobody sees it

          5  but you can feel it, you know it's there."

          6                 By the example of her character,

          7  force of her personality, fusion of her passion,

          8  art, humor, spirituality and pride, we learned, not

          9  just members of the family, but the African-American

         10  community throughout the nation, we learned never to

         11  let the world break our spirit, to rise above

         12  persistent injustice and to do our best.

         13                 In the language of the nineties, I

         14  always like to think about the language of the

         15  nineties where we place Aunt Marian, she would

         16  certainly be described as a self-actual

         17  goal-oriented, firmly focused productive woman, able

         18  to balance career and family.

         19                 To the women of my generation, she

         20  was the standard that our mothers hoped we would

         21  meet in our respective spheres of talent. For her

         22  generation she was simply royalty.

         23                 To our family she was the embodiment

         24  of its strongly held values, the perfect expression

         25  of our roots.
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          2                 She inspired the nation's children.

          3  She gave many like Betty Allen wings and she placed

          4  the world in their hands.

          5                 As we move into the next century,

          6  let's trust that there are scores of infants born

          7  over the next few years who mature in the next

          8  century and build upon the legacies of Marian

          9  Anderson, Paul Robeson, Duke Ellington, and other

         10  distinguished honorees. Each would enrich the world

         11  with their artistic talent and social commitment.

         12  And each would rise to the continuing challenge and

         13  continuing struggle to assure equality, justice and

         14  freedom for all Americans, particularly

         15  African-Americans.

         16                 Thank you so much.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Thank you very

         18  much.

         19                 Malcolm X. daughter called and said

         20  they would be a little late.  I am almost afraid to

         21  call this man's name and call his son here, he means

         22  so much to me. David Dinkins always said that we

         23  always stand on somebody else's shoulder. Not just

         24  African-Americans, but all Americans can say that

         25  this man contributed to freedom all over the world.
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          2                 According to one of our daily

          3  newspapers, he was the first internationally known

          4  person to raise his voice and all over the world

          5  saying to the world there is an evil man by the name

          6  of Adolph Hitler, unless you stop him he will not

          7  just destroy the Jews, he will destroy everyone.

          8                 The paper also mentioned that he was

          9  the only American that went to every country where

         10  they refused to allow that boatload of Jews to land,

         11  including this country pleading that they be given

         12  refuge.

         13                 Paul Robeson, you almost lose your

         14  breath calling his name and thinking about what he

         15  did.

         16                 Dr. Sanford mentioned so many things

         17  that he accomplished. It is my pleasure at this time

         18  to call to the microphone to receive this

         19  proclamation, a man who looks like him, sounds like

         20  him, but please don't ask him to sing, who is

         21  carrying on the tradition along with Bill Pickins

         22  and other members of the Robeson Foundation,

         23  whatever members, will the members of the Robeson

         24  Foundation, would you please stand. Let's give them

         25  a hand.
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          2                 Betsy Gotbaum, I don't know if she is

          3  here yet. She was supposed to be here. I thanked her

          4  last night, Paul, for joining you and the

          5  foundation, that exhibit she did at the Historical

          6  Society.

          7                 Ladies and gentlemen, let us give a

          8  real welcome to the son of the man that made a

          9  difference to all mankind, Paul Robeson, Jr.

         10                 MR. ROBESON: Thank you very much. I

         11  certainly want to thank Speaker Peter Vallone,

         12  Councilman Wendell Foster, and everyone who has made

         13  this occasion possible. This has been a long

         14  journey, not only for me personally, but I speak of

         15  the legacy of my father, who is in a sense one of

         16  the bearers of African-American culture, who took

         17  the torch for his generation, carried it as best he

         18  could and passed it on to the many other

         19  torchbearers, you might say, torchbearers for the

         20  great traditions of the African-American people.

         21                 It is not an accident that we are

         22  here at this time in this place. It would not have

         23  been possible only a few years ago. The return of

         24  Paul Robeson and the legacy that he represents is

         25  more than something personal to me. It is part of
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          2  the resurgence of the historic traditions of not

          3  only the African-American people, but the best in

          4  the traditions of the American people as a whole.

          5                 Things change slowly and they change

          6  mostly under the surface, but over time, in the near

          7  quarter century since my father's death in 1976, the

          8  gradual return of Paul Robeson and his legacy to the

          9  popular culture of America, has been in part a

         10  barometer of the changes and cultural growth in the

         11  country as a whole.

         12                 There are two people here that I want

         13  to especially single out, one is the president of

         14  the Paul Robeson Foundation, William Pickins, III.,

         15  who carries a great personal tradition. His

         16  grandfather was one of the pioneers of the NAACP in

         17  one of the most difficult times of our country for

         18  African-Americans. Indeed a colleague, a friend and

         19  sometimes critic of my father indeed, at one time in

         20  the twenties, thirties, called my father to task for

         21  not being conscious enough of certain aspects of

         22  African-American culture and African-American

         23  tradition, a criticism that dad took quite well and

         24  learned from. Which, if I could digress a moment,

         25  great people come with talent of course, but what
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          2  makes them great is their ability to grow. They

          3  don't start out great, they learn how to be great.

          4  They sacrifice to be great, they pay the price to be

          5  great.

          6                 So, I want to thank, Mr. Pickins,

          7  because of his quiet way, he has been part of the

          8  forces that have gathered around and within the Paul

          9  Robeson Foundation to help bring to what I would

         10  call the critical mass the insistence that the

         11  legacy of Paul Robeson become again a full part of

         12  the country's legacy and the enormous momentum

         13  generated by the centennial events, the centennial

         14  of my father's birth are duly in large measure to

         15  the quiet work of the Paul Robeson Foundation.

         16                 But most of all, I want to thank

         17  someone who has been on a life journey with the Paul

         18  Robeson family and has paid the enormous price that

         19  had to be paid over certain legs of their journey,

         20  without complaint, without flinching, always with a

         21  smile, and that is my wife Marilyn sitting there.

         22                 A few notes on the previous speakers

         23  of the 1990s, I must say coming here for a moment I

         24  thought that I was somewhere in the dividing line,

         25  what used to be the dividing line between East and
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          2  West Germany without the concrete, not to beat on

          3  that point but I was coming with the theme song of

          4  Old Man River in my mind but then somehow Don't

          5  Fence Me In popped up, but in any case, not to

          6  become too controversial here, in that vain I would

          7  like to connect the immense wall of silence that was

          8  gradually undermined, the wall of silence that

          9  surrounded my father through which gradually holes

         10  were punched, where you could sort of see a fuzzy

         11  iconic figure, filtered through the major media, and

         12  finally, this past year that wall of silence was

         13  simply overrun like the Berlin Wall, just

         14  demolished. People from all over the world and all

         15  over the country just took the wall apart.

         16                 There is another wall in this town, a

         17  wall of silence, which needs to be demolished by a

         18  lot of people at once. It's not a red wall, it

         19  happens to be a blue wall and it is time to demolish

         20  it. By the appropriate peaceful means, but demolish

         21  it, every single brick of it. That can only be done.

         22  That can only be done. That can only be done, not

         23  only through the efforts of the City Council, and of

         24  people of good will throughout the City, it requires

         25  what Martin Luther King talked about, my father
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          2  talked about, what the African-American tradition

          3  has reached for over 200 years, massive, mass

          4  action, peaceful, nonviolent, massive, compelling

          5  mass action; including, if necessary and when

          6  appropriate, massive, non-violent, civil

          7  disobedience that can paralyze an entire city, if

          8  necessary.

          9                 Now, that requires immense

         10  discipline, immense organization, much less rhetoric

         11  than day-to-day work and education. It would seem to

         12  me, looking at the country as it is now, feeling the

         13  pulse of a resurgent democratic tie from top to

         14  bottom, sometimes expressed in very peculiar and

         15  funny ways, and I won't touch on that one, but

         16  nevertheless, reflects a powerful resurgence of the

         17  traditional waive of the people's power that has

         18  fueled our common struggle for a progressive future

         19  for over a century. "The time is now" -- as my

         20  father wrote in his book Here I Stand a generation

         21  ago -- "The time is now - seize it."

         22                 Thank you.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Paul Robeson,

         24  Jr., everyone. Mrs. Robeson, and the Foundation

         25  members and the Council members, this is being
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          2  filmed, so we would like all of our Council members

          3  to stand here with Paul Robeson and Mrs. Robeson and

          4  the Foundation members.

          5                 Council Member Linares and Council

          6  Member Marshall, were a little late as they were

          7  having a press conference downstairs. Foundation

          8  members, come on up. We know you are here anyway,

          9  you might as well get your picture taken.

         10                 Thank you very much.

         11                 We will move right ahead. Thank you

         12  very much.

         13                 We skipped a person because they were

         14  late. When I served a church, Dr. Wyatt, on the same

         15  street that your church is located on Madison

         16  Avenue, almost every Monday morning a tall man would

         17  come by and we would talk in my office, and he

         18  always opened the conversation the same way, I know

         19  we don't agree. I said, we sure don't agree. And

         20  then as he would leave he would point his finger,

         21  and a long finger, but promise me one thing, as long

         22  as you are here leading the people, make it plain to

         23  the people, and if you make it plain, the people

         24  will do the rest.

         25                 He became a symbol of anger, a symbol
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          2  of that person that said by any means necessary you

          3  must get your rights. He was married to a very

          4  beautiful young lady and became a personal friend of

          5  most of ours, and she, too, made a contribution. I

          6  am going to ask our Borough President if she would

          7  come now and join me.

          8                 Is she still here?

          9                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: No.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: She had to leave?

         11                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Yes.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: All right, thank

         13  you. Well, I know that our Council members are here,

         14  I want the daughter and the granddaughter of Malcolm

         15  X and Dr. Betty Shabazz to come and receive this

         16  award.

         17                 Give a great big hand for the

         18  daughter of Malcolm X.

         19                 Malikah and Malikah, III, being

         20  brought here to the podium by the son of the great

         21  civil rights activist Dick Gregory.

         22                 MS. SHABAZZ: Actually it is Malikah

         23  and Betsy Bahia.

         24                 I really would like to thank you for

         25  honoring my parents here today. A lot of times we
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          2  are split between programs that we all rush to,

          3  especially during this month, and one is either for

          4  my mother, or one is either for my father, and I

          5  just thought this was something that was very

          6  beautiful in honoring them both, as two people that

          7  loved each other very much and loved everyone around

          8  them, especially black people. They worked very

          9  hard, they lived to inspire others, to do for

         10  others, and I am honored and extremely grateful that

         11  they were my parents.

         12                 There is a lot that I can say here

         13  but I do need to take this opportunity to please ask

         14  that everyone, black, white, Asian, Spanish,

         15  whatever you are, whatever religion, man, woman, or

         16  child, please, please make a conscious effort, if

         17  not a natural one, to do something about the things

         18  that are happening within our society.

         19                 These are things that my father

         20  talked about, thought about, was called crazy and

         21  violent for, but there are things happening that

         22  should not be happening at all, and we should not

         23  all of a sudden say, what are we going to do about

         24  it? We should do something about it, period. People

         25  should not be out there thinking about there are
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          2  certain things that they can do to other people,

          3  violating their human rights, not civil but human

          4  rights, and we shouldn't have to fight for human

          5  rights. It is something that we naturally have, and

          6  if we act that way, then we won't have to ask for it

          7  in 1999.

          8                 So, again, I need to take her and sit

          9  her down (referring to her baby), but I do thank

         10  you. This is truly an honor, and a blessing.

         11                 Thank you very much.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: What's the baby's

         13  name?

         14                 MS. SHABAZZ: My daughter's name is

         15  Betsy Bahia, named for my mother, she's got the

         16  fire, okay? She has 12 teeth already. She's ready to

         17  march.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: She is ready to

         19  march. Amen.

         20                 Malikah, one for the baby and one for

         21  the mother, both proclamations.

         22                 You can see the granddaughter is

         23  going to live up to what her dad said, Paul, by any

         24  means necessary.

         25                 MS. SHABAZZ: I want to say one thing
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          2  about that stamp. My mother worked very hard for

          3  that stamp. Just so that you know, it is not the

          4  United States Postal Service that said we should

          5  have a Malcolm X stamp, it was Dr. Betty Shabazz,

          6  who said my husband should be on a stamp.

          7                 Thank you.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: We are moving

          9  right ahead, thank you.

         10                 Did anyone take the A Train this

         11  morning? We are so happy to welcome you

         12  sophisticated ladies here, but we don't want you to

         13  not tell people about it. Go and tell somebody about

         14  it.

         15                 It was said, Dr. McDonald -- where is

         16  he? He had to leave? The president of the Museum of

         17  the City of New York had a long celebration for Duke

         18  Ellington, and now this sounds impossible, but in

         19  doing research, we discovered that Duke Ellington

         20  wrote so much music and some of it was discovered

         21  after his death, and I don't know if it is true, but

         22  it sounds good, even if it is not true, but he is

         23  the only American musician where you could play his

         24  music 24 hours a day for one week and still not play

         25  it all. It sounds right, doesn't it? My daughter
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          2  keeps reminding me that,"when I was a little girl, I

          3  sat on his lap and he told me I was beautiful."

          4  Well, he didn't lie to you, darling. His daughter is

          5  here. One of the great dancers, if you have never

          6  seen her dance, you are not going to forgive

          7  yourself, but he is here to receive this

          8  proclamation on behalf of America's premiere

          9  musician, and thank God that Clark Terry who played

         10  with the Duke is here as well. The last time I saw

         11  Clark we were both at the airport trying to get out

         12  of Europe, I don't know why we were trying to leave

         13  but we had to come home.

         14                 Mercedes, would you please come. The

         15  granddaughter of the great Duke Ellington. And Duke

         16  Ellington's side man, let's give them a great big

         17  hand. And Mercedes, look at her, she is as beautiful

         18  as the grandfather was handsome.

         19                 The great Clark Terry is going back

         20  to his roots, he is going to join the Duke Ellington

         21  Band.

         22                 MR. TERRY: Thank you.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Ira Hawkins.

         24                 MR. TERRY: Ira Hawkins, our vocalist.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: And now Mercedes,
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          2  the granddaughter of the Duke of Ellington.

          3                 MR. TERRY: And also Britt Woodman, on

          4  Trombone.

          5                 MS. ELLINGTON: This is really an

          6  amazing gathering. It is like an open house, you

          7  know, people are coming and going. Don't you think

          8  that this should happen all the time? Every week we

          9  should be able to come in and hear all of this music

         10  and everything with all of these people and speak

         11  and just have a great, wonderful time and have

         12  sandwiches and serve tea; wouldn't that be a great

         13  thing to have, right here in this very auspicious

         14  building, that would be very nice.

         15                 But thank you, I would like to thank

         16  everyone, Speaker Vallone, the chair, the Council

         17  members and the host with the most, the Honorable

         18  Wendell Foster. He is amazing. Amazing. Energy like

         19  that, I can't believe, and knowing everybody's name

         20  and introducing everyone, making sure everybody is

         21  having a good time, going around and seeing that

         22  everyone is comfortable and meeting and greeting

         23  each other. You are really terrific.

         24                 But I am also very happy to be here

         25  on behalf -- I am representing a whole bunch of
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          2  immediate family. I don't know if you know that

          3  there are a lot of us. There is Ruth Ellington, who

          4  is Duke Ellington's sister, and she would be here

          5  but she has otherwise engaged, there are four

          6  grandchildren, there is me, there is Edward Kennedy

          7  Ellington, II, there is Gaye Ellington and then

          8  there is Paul Mercer Ellington. And then we also

          9  have two living wives of my father. My father really

         10  went after -- my father Mercer Ellington, followed

         11  in his father's, my grandfather's footsteps, as far

         12  as women are concerned, and so there are two widows,

         13  there is Leene Ellington and Evelyn Ellington and I

         14  would like to acknowledge everybody because they are

         15  here, and you should know that, because this is the

         16  year of Duke Ellington's 100th birthday and you are

         17  going to be finding out a lot about Duke Ellington

         18  from a lot of people, more than I could tell you,

         19  and so as they say on television programs, if you

         20  would like to hear more about Duke Ellington, go to

         21  your local library and read, but you will be hearing

         22  lots of things, and I am so glad that there are so

         23  many members of the original orchestra, the

         24  original, but the famous Duke Ellington Orchestra in

         25  this band amongst us with Clark Terry, an old friend
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          2  of mine, and Rick Woodman and Earl Maye and Art

          3  Tatem -- not Art Tatem. See, I am not as great with

          4  words and names as Wendell is -- but I mean there

          5  are so many people who have been through the

          6  Ellington Organization, as I said, I told you about

          7  the immediate Ellington Family, but you all, the

          8  generations who experienced Duke Ellington should be

          9  considered also the Ellington Family. Because I

         10  think that he would have wanted it that way. I think

         11  he felt that way. He was always telling people how

         12  beautiful they were, and he was always around

         13  beautiful people because they really believed him.

         14  He would tell them when times were rough and when he

         15  was going through hardships and he would see people

         16  beset and downcrest and downfallen and in moods

         17  about things not going so well, he would always try

         18  to uplift their spirits and tell them that they

         19  should not let anyone take away their beautiful

         20  disposition.

         21                 And he was, you know, chaos could be

         22  around him and he probably caused a lot of it

         23  himself, but it was just surrounding him but he

         24  could rise above it and be as cool as you would like

         25  it, you know, it is just amazing, the persona that
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          2  he created and the legacy that he left for all of us

          3  to follow. I am so glad that the generations coming

          4  up, that there is a sign of hope when I, as my first

          5  discipline as a dancer, I can see that the swing

          6  dance is coming back again, which gives me hope

          7  because it means that people are wanting to be

          8  together, because that is a dance when you have to

          9  be together.

         10                 So, this also indicates the

         11  resurgence of the resurgence of the band and of the

         12  music of the era and its historical connection which

         13  I think we have been missing in our youth, in our

         14  generation coming up, and I am so glad to see that

         15  there is a resurgence of this coming back.

         16                 And I would also like to acknowledge

         17  a few other people standing in the back. My good

         18  friend and collaborator, Phoebe Jacobs, who was the

         19  PR lady for all three generations of Ellington: Duke

         20  Ellington, Mercer Ellington and me. That is Phoebe.

         21                 And if you want to know anything

         22  about him, his clothes or anything, you just ask

         23  Phoebe, she can tell you anything.

         24                 Ira Hawkins, when did we last work

         25  together? In one of those industrial shows.
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          2                 MR. HAWKINS: Yes.

          3                 MS. ELLINGTON: There used to be these

          4  great industrial shows that used to give dancers and

          5  singers lots of work. Remember that we used to have

          6  all those things? I think we were in Detroit the

          7  last time.

          8                 So, as I say, there is a sea of

          9  faces, familiar faces, Billy Pickins and Kent Drake,

         10  from our old neighborhoods, you know, back in Sugar

         11  Hill when Convent Avenue was what it used to be, and

         12  I just wanted to thank everyone. Of course Duke

         13  Ellington was born in Washington DC, but he made New

         14  York his home and it was for a reason, because this

         15  was where it was happening, and I think it is still

         16  happening here, and I think he would be very pleased

         17  to be here, to see what has transpired, even though

         18  there are -- there is always the black and the

         19  white, the good and the bad, the truth and the

         20  untruth, and there exists even today with the

         21  tragedy and the celebration, and this is part of

         22  life, but I am very glad to be here and to be part

         23  of the celebration of Duke Ellington and the

         24  Ellington heritage.

         25                 Thank you very much.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Mr. Linares and

          3  all of the Council members and all from Duke

          4  Ellington, can you come from the back? Jose, come.

          5  Here comes our master producer. Jose, join us.

          6                 Thank you very much. God bless you.

          7                 Thank you. We are trying to move as

          8  quickly as possible. I am going to ask, first of

          9  all, Cecelia, where are you? Thank you, guys, for

         10  all that you did here. Thank you, Frank Neely, and

         11  thank my staff as well, for all that you did here.

         12  Thank you.

         13                 Now I am going to ask those Council

         14  members from Queens to come now, and also Frank

         15  Neely. Michael, where are you? All right, would you

         16  come now, because Frank Neely, I want you to know

         17  this, every year we have this program, after it is

         18  over Frank will hit me and say what about Milt. This

         19  year he hit me in time.

         20                 I want Frank Neely to join our Queens

         21  Council members. Here is one, Tom White, all Council

         22  Members come. And Frank, say what is on your mind.

         23                 MR. NEELY: Well, I think everybody

         24  here realizes that this is the dean of all base

         25  players and it is about time we got around doing it,
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          2  it is something we should have done years ago, and I

          3  tried to get Wendell to do it then and I succeeded

          4  this time, so better late than never.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: This man is not

          6  only a great musician but goes to the library and

          7  gets his books on photographer. Every time you see

          8  him he has got a camera.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARSHALL: He has got

         10  one now.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: He has got one

         12  now, that's right.

         13                 Sir, we thank you. Who is going to do

         14  the talking, you Mona?

         15                 MONA: Well, you know, if you put a

         16  mic in front of my face I go ba-ba-ba-ba. Other than

         17  that I have the great gift of gab. But I would like

         18  to say this, that I personally think that Milton is

         19  really entitled to this. He and I have been together

         20  for 59 years, and all his life, I mean his whole

         21  life he has dedicated to working with young people

         22  and trying to live a life that was setting an

         23  example for the young people.

         24                 And I have to tell you this one

         25  thing, I didn't always feel this way, so when Milton
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          2  and I first got together about 59 years ago, he said

          3  -- I used to think he let people take advantage of

          4  him, and one day he sat me down and he said, I have

          5  to tell you something, no one is taking advantage of

          6  me. He said, I have to discharge my duties the way

          7  that I think God intended for me to, and he said if

          8  someone wants to take what I have to offer, and

          9  misuse it, or use it in a negative way, he said I

         10  have nothing to do with that. I did what was right

         11  and he said that is between them and their God. And

         12  he has always lived like this, and so I think that

         13  is why I have been able to live with him all these

         14  years.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Let's give her a

         16  hand.

         17                 I would like for the Brooklyn Council

         18  members to come at this time. There is a young man

         19  that made a difference and is making a difference in

         20  a school called the Medgar Evers College in Brooklyn

         21  New York. He is educated and an educator. He is a

         22  gentleman, he is just a wonderful friend. I am

         23  grateful that God has Brought so many people into my

         24  life and he is one of them, Dr. Edison Jackson.

         25  These are your colleagues from Brooklyn, Mary and
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          2  Annette.

          3                 Do we have the proclamation?  All of

          4  the Council Members, please. This is Dr. Edison

          5  Jackson. All right, I will get a little closer. Can

          6  you get us all? Thank you, sir.

          7                 Thank you. Dr. Edison Jackson, let's

          8  give him a great big hand.

          9                 MR. JACKSON: To the distinguished

         10  Chair of this celebration, Council Member Wendell

         11  Foster, to the other distinguished members of this

         12  great City Council, to fellow honorees, ladies and

         13  gentlemen: It is indeed a tremendous honor that you

         14  have bestowed upon me this afternoon on the occasion

         15  of the New York City Council celebrating Black

         16  History Month.

         17                 It is not often that one is honored

         18  by such a great and distinguished body, such as the

         19  City Council of this great City. I am deeply moved

         20  by your generosity and your love.

         21                 As an educator, I believe that

         22  education has the capacity to transform an

         23  individual of people and a community, and I believe

         24  that education is one of the last equalizers that we

         25  have left in our society. It is the key that opens
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          2  the door to opportunity, and we have a

          3  responsibility if we are going to preserve the

          4  legacy to ensure that education, access to quality

          5  education, is available for all of God's children.

          6                 It is also important to let you know

          7  that as an administrator I believe that having a

          8  vision of what is good and possible helped to create

          9  a paradigm for change.

         10                 And thirdly, and most of all, I am a

         11  child of God and I give him honor because he is the

         12  center of my life.

         13                 And let me say to you in closing,

         14  that the struggle continues, but we must be

         15  vigilant. We cannot give up because the struggle

         16  continues. We have to teach our young people to

         17  believe in themselves, teach them that even though

         18  they face obstacles, they can achieve, teach them

         19  that they are mighty people, and through hard work

         20  creativity and maintaining a song in their hearts,

         21  they can continue the legacy that we all cherish and

         22  that we are celebrating here today.

         23                 The City University of New York is a

         24  jewel and a treasure. It has paved the way and

         25  opened the doors for so many people to participate
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          2  in the good life, and we need to have institutions

          3  of higher learning so that those of us who come and

          4  have less in our society, that we can use education

          5  to move those shackles and those obstacles that we,

          6  too, can participate in the good life.

          7                 No, City University is not all

          8  perfect, no institution is perfect, but there is a

          9  willingness to strive for excellence and to move

         10  beyond where we are, to where we need to be as we

         11  approach the 21st century.

         12                 So, I say to all of you, if you are

         13  silent, you need to raise your voices and to be

         14  supportive of this great institution, because when

         15  it served those who preceded us, it was a crown

         16  jewel. And I will say to you it is still a crown

         17  jewel, because it is a gateway to opportunity for

         18  those who don't have any other opportunity or way

         19  out of their dilemma.

         20                 So we must make sure that our young

         21  people and the not so young, continue to have hope,

         22  continue to believe that through hard work I can

         23  succeed, continue to believe that there is a better

         24  tomorrow, and through education I shall overcome.

         25                 Thank you very much.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Thank you, Dr.

          3  Jackson.

          4                 I have been reminded that we must

          5  expedite this because we have food to serve.

          6                 Dr. Annie B. Martin, the President of

          7  NAACP, a very good friend who is quite well known

          8  throughout the City.

          9                 Dr. Martin, would you come now and

         10  receive this. Everything is on the program, so if I

         11  don't do a lot of talking about it, we are just

         12  trying to get ahead.

         13                 Let's give Dr. Annie Martin a great

         14  big hand, please.

         15                 DR. MARTIN: I, too, sing America, but

         16  I am going to try to do it in two minutes.

         17                 To Council Speaker Peter Vallone,

         18  Committee Chairperson/Reverend Wendell Foster, my

         19  Councilman and branch executive committee member

         20  Bill Perkins, other members of the City Council,

         21  distinguished honorees, and their relatives, members

         22  of the clergy and gentle ladies and men: As an

         23  executive board member of the New York City Central

         24  Labor Council and the labor liaison for the American

         25  Red Cross in Greater New York, it is with a deep
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          2  sense of pride and extreme pleasure that I accept

          3  this most special honor and award from the New York

          4  City Council, especially because it is in

          5  recognition of my volunteer efforts in those

          6  organizations and as President of the New York

          7  branch of the National Association for the

          8  Advancement of Colored People, now in my 11th

          9  two-year term continue to battle for complete

         10  freedom and freedom and justice for all New Yorkers,

         11  and I must say that Bill Pickins, III, has woven his

         12  way into the lives of so many people because almost

         13  21 years ago he was the chairing officer and

         14  interviewed me when there was so much conflict about

         15  a woman becoming president of the New York branch

         16  NAACP.

         17                 We in the New York branch, the first

         18  Charter 88 years ago by our national organization as

         19  one of the largest in the country, fully understand

         20  the pain and passion felt by the continued ways of

         21  immigrants and newcomers to our great melting pots,

         22  of some 120 nationalities, who make up the big

         23  apple, each has their own sense of racial and ethnic

         24  pride, loyalty and dignity, sharing and caring and

         25  achievement. This award today strengthens me to
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          2  continue to work more diligently in all of my

          3  capacities, to help achieve the true goals of

          4  freedom, justice and equality of opportunity, for

          5  all of our fellow citizens, from the heart and lips

          6  of Annie B. Martin, who came to this great City from

          7  rural Richmond County, South Carolina, a few years

          8  ago, thank you, New York, for taking me under your

          9  wings, and thank you, the members of the City

         10  Council, for this great honor today.

         11                 God bless you and keep you.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: We are going to

         13  move ahead. Now, I am going to do this myself. In

         14  this community there is a man, that is a close,

         15  personal friend of ours, and we take so many people

         16  for granted. If there is such a thing as a

         17  renaissance man, that person is Dr. Wyatt Tee

         18  Walter.

         19                 For fear the food will get cold and

         20  you will leave, I will not take all the time to talk

         21  about Dr. Walker. Judy West, thank you again, from

         22  the Musician's Union. They took it upon themselves

         23  knowing that I was broke, and I couldn't get the

         24  money anywhere else, the Musician's Union took it

         25  upon themselves to hire these men for us.

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            63

          1  BLACK HISTORY MONTH CELEBRATION

          2                 More than 17 books authored by this

          3  man, he is a singer. I keep reminding him that God

          4  called him to preach, not to sing. I do that because

          5  I am the only preacher I know that can't sing, and

          6  Wyatt embarrasses me when he starts these old

          7  fashioned, these old spiritual themes and I simply

          8  say, Lord, bless him in spite of himself.

          9                 There is so much I can say about Dr.

         10  Wyatt Tee Walker, he marched with Dr. King, he lived

         11  with Dr. King, he was there during the whole thing.

         12  I could just go on and on. He is now head of an

         13  organization that I was instrumental in founding,

         14  the American Committee on Africa. He is also head of

         15  the African Fund. I remember walking from lower

         16  Manhattan all the way, or rather riding the train

         17  all the way through the Bronx to get Dr. Hawkins to

         18  chair that committee for us. I could talk about Dr.

         19  Walker forever, but you will get hungry and hate me

         20  for it.

         21                 Let us give a great hand to my

         22  friend, the renaissance man, Dr. Wyatt Tee Walker.

         23                 DR. WALKER: Unaccustomed as I am to

         24  public speaking, when I was a rookie preacher, my

         25  mentor, the Reverend Dr. Vernon John, said to me
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          2  that there is one Cardinal rule of the public

          3  platform that you must learn to respect, I said

          4  what's that? He said the mind can only digest what

          5  the seat can endure. You have been here a long time,

          6  I thank you for honoring me. I am glad I have a

          7  friend like Wendell Foster, and when you honor me,

          8  you do not really honor me, you honor the people I

          9  serve.

         10                 Last August I turned 70, and I am

         11  still in the trenches fighting for justice and

         12  peace. Thank you very much.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Thank you very

         14  much. We are going to be out shortly.

         15                 At this time I am going to ask if,

         16  please forgive me, I have a wife and the house is in

         17  her name -- Mary Pinkett liked that -- and I have a

         18  daughter and I am going to ask them if they would

         19  come and join me here at this time.

         20                 My wife, Helen Foster. She has put up

         21  with me for almost 43 years.  And I am grateful,

         22  this is the youngest of our two daughters, the Vice

         23  President of St. Barnabas Hospital, Assistant Vice

         24  President, I am sorry. And I want Dr. Lafontant to

         25  come now please.
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          2                 Would you introduce the lady for us,

          3  please.

          4                 MS. FOSTER: Good afternoon. I am

          5  fortunate to be here today, not only representing

          6  the hospital, but myself personally, I came to know

          7  Dr. Lafontant years ago, and I have since started to

          8  work with her, and I would like you to know that at

          9  Lincoln Hospital, where the majority of the

         10  population is black and Latino, she takes an

         11  interest in the women she serves, those are her

         12  people. And if you kept up with the news and Lincoln

         13  being cited for this and cited for that, the OB/GYN

         14  Unit at Lincoln Hospital has been turned around and

         15  it is due to the young lady standing next to me, Dr.

         16  Lafontant.

         17                 So, it gives me a great pleasure, as

         18  I would say a friend, a patient and a co-worker to

         19  present to you today a woman that deserves to be

         20  honored for the work that she does with

         21  underrepresented women in the South Bronx, Dr.

         22  Lafontant.

         23                 DR. LAFONTANT: I am truly honored and

         24  humbled today to be among such illustrious honorees,

         25  not only past but present. I would like to thank the
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          2  Speaker, Honorable Vallone, Council Member Wendell

          3  Foster, the Council Members, my fellow honorees, and

          4  the distinguished guests present here today.

          5                 I would also like to thank the

          6  Administration of St. Barnabas and Lincoln Hospital,

          7  for giving me the opportunity to serve in the Bronx.

          8                 As we move into the 21st century, I

          9  will continue to strive for excellence in my field,

         10  women's health care, to ensure that as we go on,

         11  women of all ages, color, class and creed will have

         12  access to the finest health care.

         13                 Last, but not least, I would like to

         14  thank, Ms. Foster, for being my very dear friend, I

         15  would like to thank my sister Myrna, who is here. I

         16  would like my parents who have gone before, who gave

         17  me the love and guidance to be what I am today. I

         18  would also like to thank my family and very dear

         19  friends for being here, and I must thank the band of

         20  the Duke Ellington for the fine music today, and

         21  everyone who made this event a success.

         22                 Thank you.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Thank you,

         24  Doctor. God bless you. I hate to rush now.

         25                 Mr. Dufau. He is a hero.
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          2                 Come, sir. He has forgiven me over

          3  and over again, because I am just crazy enough to

          4  believe that when 84 percent of black people could

          5  not vote, in World War II we had no business going

          6  over to fight to free somebody else, and he

          7  disagreed and he became a hero. My neighbor, my

          8  friend, a hero of World War II.

          9                 MR. DUFAU: My thanks to Councilman

         10  Peter Vallone and Councilman Wendell Foster, for

         11  inviting me to be a part of this celebration. It is

         12  a strange feeling to be among honorees, and you have

         13  awards, but I am blessed to be able to smell the

         14  roses and that I am still alive.

         15                 To have lived during my time, the

         16  granddaughter of Duke Ellington, I have tapped my

         17  foot, we paid $1.75 to go to a dance when Duke

         18  Ellington came into town, I am from New Orleans,

         19  Louisiana, and when those bands came through, you

         20  had to pay $1.75 to see Duke, that was a lot of

         21  money, and George Washington Carver, his mind was

         22  picked, he developed so many things with the

         23  peanuts, and he resurrected the industry, he saved

         24  the state I really believe economically. And it was

         25  such a great contribution that he made, and to have
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          2  lived during those times, the first time I ever

          3  attended, the first time a black man was allowed

          4  inside the municipal auditorium in New Orleans,

          5  Marian Anderson was the one who broke the barrier.

          6  She said she would not sing if we were not allowed

          7  to come in there. We sat upstairs, but we were

          8  inside, that was the beginning. Now we have Mayors

          9  down there now and they are all over the place, but

         10  that is progress during my lifetime that I have

         11  witnessed. It is a wonderful experience to be alive

         12  during these times while so many things are

         13  happening, and it seemed like the more things

         14  changed, the more they remained the same.

         15                 We had more technical ways of doing

         16  the same thing, using different words for the same

         17  thing. In 1942, the navy, the US was at war because

         18  it was 1941 and you know that history, but I had a

         19  3A classification at that time, I had a son and a

         20  wife, so at that time the draft said 3A, you didn't

         21  have to go for the draft. But the first time ever

         22  the US Navy lowered the barrier and allowed blacks

         23  in the Navy to qualify for race other than steward

         24  mates and cooks, and me, well it is patriotic, I

         25  have it in me, born in me. A man always did defend
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          2  his home, and my home was threatened. Even though I

          3  was in New Orleans, it was my home. And I had a son,

          4  and I could serve two purposes serving the country,

          5  and defend my home and I wanted to be a part of that

          6  and open the doors for those who come behind me.

          7  Because you had to be strong inside to endure what I

          8  went through.

          9                 Imagine volunteering to take part in

         10  an armed forces in a country who denied you your

         11  rights that you were defending. But I have never

         12  been exposed to hatred. Nobody has ever preached

         13  hatred to me. My parents didn't have much of

         14  nothing, but we were loyal to each other, family,

         15  guarding the country, that has been a part of me.

         16                 The first time I ever had food in a

         17  pullman car, slept in a pullman car, and the first

         18  time I ate in a dining car, was when I enlisted in

         19  the Navy, they drafted three from New Orleans to

         20  Great Lakes, Illinois, to boot training, and that is

         21  the first time I slept in a pullman, because we

         22  wasn't allowed in those. And the first time I ate in

         23  a dining car. A lady asked her husband, what were

         24  those fellows doing in a dining car, and he quieted

         25  her down and said those men are going into the Navy.
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          2                 But no bitterness has ever come into

          3  me all those years. I went through boot training at

          4  Great Lakes and was sent, I received a third class

          5  signalman rating, and I served on an examinations

          6  vessel right outside New York Harbor for ten months,

          7  checking the ships in and out, I was a signalman and

          8  we had to check the ships in and out of the harbor,

          9  and then I was finally selected to go aboard the USS

         10  Mason. It was the first time they have the rates to

         11  us, but we were put aboard the ship predominantly,

         12  but we had observers from Washington go aboard the

         13  destroyer escort, which was fairly small for a Navy

         14  vessel, but go aboard from Washington, came aboard

         15  to observe how we reacted at sea, and we were like

         16  insects in a test tube. And it was an insult,

         17  because you could train a chimpanzee to do tricks,

         18  and we are human beings, why we had to be so special

         19  that you had to doubt our capabilities, but we were

         20  conscious of that and we policed each other, that we

         21  wouldn't allow these things to happen. We would not

         22  do anything that would bring a bad name on our ship

         23  to hold up that because so much depended on us.

         24                 I have never allowed myself to be

         25  impressed by messages of hate. Through all of these
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          2  years, racial bias has been a cancer in this nation.

          3  I have not stooped to hatred towards anyone. All the

          4  nations have been rebuilt that were at one time

          5  enemies. This nation is ready to defend all of them

          6  with our armed forces right now, and I am still

          7  waiting for this nation to become "one nation under

          8  God". I am 79 years old and I am still witnessing

          9  what we used to call lynching. It is not done with

         10  the ropes anymore but with bullets. That has crushed

         11  me, to know that I have defended this and I am still

         12  trying to realize, our people are still trying to

         13  realize justice under the law. Justice under the

         14  law.

         15                 Our young people have a very hard

         16  task, but they have to be aware, it is not easy. We

         17  went through it to get them where they are now and

         18  they must take advantage of the opportunities they

         19  have to develop the mind, develop the mind that you

         20  can hold firm to the ground that has been gained. Do

         21  not let us down.

         22                 I am grateful for my Councilman

         23  selecting me for this award. My family will be

         24  proud.

         25                 In the last month I lost two adult
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          2  children, 59 and 52 years old, in one month, but God

          3  has given me the strength to still stand firm, hold

          4  my head high and keep going. That has been our

          5  foundation, our belief in God.

          6                 I appreciate this. I would like my

          7  wife to come stand by me.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Thank you very

          9  much. Give him a great big hand.

         10                 I am going to ask Council Member

         11  Marshall if you would please bring Mr. Connolly from

         12  Mr. Archie Spigner's Office and make this

         13  presentation on our behalf to Council Member Spigner

         14  who is unable to be here. And I would like for us

         15  before we leave here, let us just now for one

         16  second, may we bow our heads in a word of prayer for

         17  Mrs. Spigner. I know that prayer does work.

         18                 Amen.

         19                 Mr. Connolly, would you please come.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARSHALL: Our Deputy

         21  Speaker Archie Spigner was among the first

         22  minorities to join this Council.

         23                 He has served our borough of Queens

         24  with distinction. He is our senior legislator.

         25  Archie is unfortunately not able to be with us
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          2  today, but all of us when we came, and I have only

          3  come to the Council in the last seven years, Archie

          4  put his arms around us and showed us the way, but he

          5  did that even before we got here.

          6                 Are there people here from his

          7  district? Please stand. Okay.

          8                 I am going to read this proclamation.

          9  Mr. Pickins, would you please come up. You have

         10  heard his name so often, and I know a little about

         11  his history and all of the wonderful things that he

         12  did and I am sure that Archie would ask you to stand

         13  with him. And I am going to present this to a

         14  gentleman who has worked with him for so many years,

         15  and just tell Archie we love him, he usually sits

         16  right up there and conducts all of our proceedings

         17  and our hearings and we have to say, Mr. Deputy

         18  Speaker, may we please speak and Archie will do it,

         19  and he does it with elegance, he does it with

         20  understanding and he does it with dignity.

         21                 So, we are very, very proud of Archie

         22  Spigner.

         23                 I have to leave but I did want to

         24  just say one thing, that we don't have many

         25  ceremonies here in this Chamber, but Wendell every
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          2  year has the most fabulous Black History program,

          3  and Wendell, as fabulous as they all have been, I

          4  think this is the greatest that you have ever done.

          5                 Thank you. Thank you. Thank you.

          6                 MR. CONNOLLY: Good afternoon,

          7  everyone. My name is Leroy Connolly. I am privileged

          8  to be the Executive Assistant for Councilman Archie

          9  Spigner since 1982. As you can understand, today his

         10  place is with his wife, Christine, who is seriously

         11  ill.

         12                 Councilman Spigner does relish

         13  receiving this Black History Award from his

         14  colleagues and from his good friend the

         15  Reverend/Councilman Wendell Foster.

         16                 Council Member Spigner is highly

         17  privileged to be part of this distinguished roster

         18  of honorees, some of whom he has been privileged to

         19  know personally.

         20                 Archie Spigner began his public

         21  involvement working closely with the late A. Phillip

         22  Randolph in the Negro Labor Council efforts to

         23  persuade New York City corporations not so gently to

         24  integrate.

         25                 He later assumed a leadership role in
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          2  the Transit Workers Union. Councilman Spigner's

          3  years in the Council have been ones of hard work and

          4  achievement, both for his constituency in our City.

          5  He started with the famous class of 1974, with Peter

          6  Vallone, Mary Pinkett and many other stalwart

          7  legislators only to face the City in near

          8  bankruptcy. Due to the diligent efforts of this

          9  class and the members of the Council, the City

         10  recovered and the work of the Council has improved

         11  greatly. But the crisis in government and citizen

         12  confidence remains today.

         13                 To Archie Spigner, therefore, Black

         14  History Month is the opportunity not only to embrace

         15  the past, but to also give us the inspiration to

         16  work for the kind of just and fair City where those

         17  we honor this month would be proud to call

         18  themselves New Yorkers.

         19                 Thank you on behalf of Councilman

         20  Spigner and his staff.  Please keep your prayers

         21  with him and his wife Christine at this time.  Thank

         22  you.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: We have one other

         24  speaker and then we are going to eat. But before we

         25  do that, Dr. Lafontant had something that she should
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          2  say to you, and people asked me, why would I keep

          3  Clark Terry for last? If you heard Clark Terry as

          4  many years as I have heard him, and been blessed as

          5  often he has blessed, you would not only like to

          6  keep him for last but forever.

          7                 Dr. Lafontant.

          8                 DR. LAFONTANT: I really forget the

          9  most important unit in my life now, and that is my

         10  dear husband Claude and my children, who will watch

         11  this hopefully. They have given me love, patience

         12  and all the support that anyone could have

         13  throughout the years. Thank you.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Thank you very

         15  much, Doctor. God bless you.

         16                 Ladies and gentlemen, what we are

         17  going to do is this: Listen to me carefully. Can you

         18  hear me? We are going to thank God for the great

         19  musician who has earned, like Milt, honorary

         20  doctorates from many universities in this country

         21  and abroad. When they tried to keep the orchestra

         22  pits in the national networks segregated, he broke

         23  the barrier. He has been honored by more

         24  universities than we have in this great City, all

         25  over the world.
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          2                 It is my pleasure to present now this

          3  proclamation to the great -- what is his name again?

          4  What is his name? What is his name?

          5                 THE AUDIENCE: Clark Terry.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: All right. Wake

          7  up.

          8                 He has been telling me his name

          9  himself, as though I didn't know.

         10                 Let us give him a great big hand.

         11  Come on.

         12                 Ladies and gentlemen, the musician's

         13  musician.

         14                 MR. TERRY: Thank you very much.

         15                 I am extremely flattered to be listed

         16  among the distinguished honorees today, so much so

         17  until I am speechless. So, I will only say thank

         18  God, thank the Committee, thank Wendell Foster and

         19  thanks to all of you.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: He has given me a

         21  note and he is going to play with the band. Just

         22  give me a note. See, that's how I sound.

         23                 Ladies and gentlemen, this is what we

         24  are going to do. Clark, here is what we are going to

         25  do, so listen to me carefully.
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          2                 There is food outside, what we would

          3  like for you to do is get the food, and because the

          4  Mayor needs that area, eat it as quickly as

          5  possible, if possible bring it back and eat it in

          6  here, even though we are not supposed, if they say

          7  something about it, tell them I told you.

          8                 May I thank you all for coming, and

          9  at this time we are going to have the final number

         10  by the Duke Ellington Orchestra and then we shall

         11  eat.

         12                 All right, thank you.

         13                 Oh, it's Art Baron and the Duke's

         14  Men.

         15                 (Hearing concluded at 2:40 p.m.)
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          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 11th day of February 1999.

         20

         21

         22

         23

         24

                                   ---------------------

         25                          CINDY MILLELOT, CSR.
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