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          1  COMMITTEE ON CONTRACTS

          2                 CHAIRPERSON FREED: Good morning, and

          3  I'm glad to say it's still morning. Okay, on March

          4  2nd, in 2001, the Committee on Contracts voted six

          5  to one in favor of adopting Intro. 693-A, a local

          6  law to amend the Administrative Code of New York

          7  City in relation to the procurement of apparel and

          8  textile services by City agencies. This bill is

          9  basically better known as the Anti-Sweatshop Bill.

         10                 On March 14th in 2001 the full

         11  Council overwhelmingly voted in favor of adopting

         12  693-A, and then on March 30th in 2001, the Mayor

         13  vetoed Intro. 693.

         14                 On April 17th, 2001, the Mayor's veto

         15  message, which was M1109 was received at the full

         16  Stated Council Meeting. Obviously, this Committee

         17  has been convened here today to take two votes. One

         18  would be to vote on receiving and filing the Mayor's

         19  veto message, and then a second vote where the

         20  Committee will vote on whether to pass Intro. 693-A

         21  over the objections of the Mayor, or the objections

         22  of the Mayor notwithstanding.

         23                 Obviously, as the sponsor of this

         24  bill, along with the Speaker, I would urge a vote, a

         25  yes vote on overriding the Mayor's veto. If anybody

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            3

          1  COMMITTEE ON CONTRACTS

          2  wants to know why the Mayor vetoed the bill, the

          3  veto message is appended to the Committee report.

          4                 Let me just say that, and then I will

          5  turn this over to everyone for their vote or

          6  comment, that I did attend the Mayor's bill signing,

          7  or in this case the Mayor's veto, and was rather

          8  shocked that some of the reasons that he was saying

          9  he was opposed to this bill, I don't want to go into

         10  them because some of them were lengthy, I do feel

         11  that not only is this bill the right thing to do,

         12  because the City of New York should not in any way,

         13  shape or form being doing anything that would be

         14  promoting sweatshops, but in addition to that, it

         15  looks at sweatshops not only here in the City, not

         16  only here in the United States, but also is unique

         17  in the fact that it also looks at condition of

         18  garments manufactured outside of the United States.

         19  And particularly in light of some of the really

         20  horrific stories that have come out of things about

         21  slave labor in other countries, about child labor in

         22  other countries, we should definitely be very clear

         23  that this City will not do anything and will never

         24  use the dollars of the City of New York to promote

         25  sweatshops, to promote child labor, to promote slave
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          2  labor. And this bill sends a very clear message and

          3  it is unique, as I said, in the fact that it talks

          4  not only about garments manufactured here, but also

          5  defines responsible manufacture by garments that

          6  were also manufactured in other countries.

          7                 It does one other good thing, I

          8  believe, and that is that it puts responsible

          9  manufacturers, manufacturers who do not operate

         10  under sweatshop conditions, who pay livable,

         11  responsible, decent wage, and have decent conditions

         12  and decent benefits for their employees on a level

         13  playing field so that they, too, can compete for the

         14  dollars of the City of New York, that's the right

         15  thing to do, that's as it should be, and, again, I

         16  urge this Committee to vote to override the Mayor's

         17  veto and send this back to the full Council.

         18                 Having said that, I would call for a

         19  vote.

         20                 Remember, it's two votes we will do.

         21  The first vote is to receive and file the Mayor's

         22  message, the Mayor's veto message, and then the

         23  second vote will be to override. A yes will be to

         24  override, a no would be not to override.

         25                 Okay, Claude.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Claude.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON FREED: For the reasons

          4  I've already stated, I vote -- well, first, yes, to

          5  file.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Espada.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER ESPADA: Yes.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Lopez.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Yes.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Yes.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Quinn.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Yes.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Fiala.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIALA: Yes.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: By a vote of

         17  six in the affirmative, none in the negative with no

         18  abstentions, the item is received and filed.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON FREED: And now the second

         20  vote, which will be the vote to override.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Freed.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: Again, for the

         23  reasons I've already stated, I'm thrilled to vote

         24  yes to override.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Espada.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER ESPADA: Yes.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Lopez.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Yes.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Quinn.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Yes.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Fiala.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIALA: Madam Chair,

          9  may I be temporarily excused to explain my vote?

         10                 CHAIRPERSON FREED: Yes, you may.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIALA: Thank you.

         12                 I want to, first of all, commend you

         13  and the Speaker for taking on a very weighty issue.

         14  I think the intended goal of Intro. 693-A is a noble

         15  one. I don't think that anybody would argue that

         16  trying to ensure a safe working environment, a

         17  working environment that pays a livable wage, one

         18  that ensures that we don't practice discriminatory

         19  practices isn't noble in its endeavor.

         20                 It's the onerous nature of the bill

         21  that I have a problem with.

         22                 The expectation that the Comptroller

         23  could assume the responsibilities of becoming an

         24  international police agent and enforcing these

         25  practices throughout the world is, I think, an
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          2  impractical one, given the limitations of our, our

          3  being the City, and the bureaucratic red tape that

          4  would be added to enforce this noble endeavor would

          5  nonetheless lead to unintended consequences, which I

          6  think would result in contractors foregoing the

          7  opportunity to bid on City contracts, because they

          8  simply couldn't adhere to the reporting

          9  requirements.

         10                 There is a means to get us to desired

         11  ends. I very much support the ends, and, again, I

         12  commend you for your leadership on this.

         13                 I think the means are suspect here.

         14                 Not the legal issues, but the

         15  practical ones, whether or not the Comptroller has

         16  the authority to do this I will leave for the legal

         17  experts.

         18                 I do think that it's important that

         19  we recognize that we're shifting responsibility away

         20  from the Chief Executive to the Comptroller without

         21  going to the people, and the people are the ones who

         22  empowered the Mayor in our Charter reform of '89.

         23                 And I think that the expectation of

         24  the Comptroller could enforce health and wage and

         25  discriminatory codes that we all agree are important
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          2  around the world down the supply chain is just not

          3  one that we can enforce.

          4                 So, I'm going to vote a no. And I

          5  close by saying this: We're the capital of the

          6  world, we have a voice to play. This City Council,

          7  the most important local legislature in America,

          8  time and time again steps up to the plate, whether

          9  it's in the form of an introduction or a resolution,

         10  which could condemn bigotry, we should condemn

         11  slave-like labor, we should do everything we can to

         12  end the sweatshop mentality that exists elsewhere,

         13  but I don't think that the local law that's been

         14  prescribed here today will allow us to achieve that.

         15                 So, I would hope that we would go

         16  back and look at our procurement practices, and use

         17  our moral voice in areas where we can have a real

         18  impact.

         19                 With that, I vote no.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON FREED: That was a no.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: By a vote of

         22  five in the affirmative, one in the negative, no

         23  abstentions, the item is readopted. Please sign the

         24  reports.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON FREED: Okay, and let me
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          2  just thank all of the Committee members for showing

          3  up, especially the ones who have been here waiting.

          4                 And to Mr. Fiala, let me just add,

          5  because, you know, I don't normally do colloquy or

          6  arguments with people's positions, but what I would

          7  suggest is looking at the fact the Comptroller's

          8  Office already does track prevailing wage. The

          9  actual decision on the contract as to whether to

         10  cancel it or not actually goes back to the agency

         11  itself and the ACCO who initially entered into the

         12  contract.

         13                 And just finally, we had tried to get

         14  information on who we're doing contracting with and

         15  to try and track a lot of this to see what, you

         16  know, if we were doing contracting with sweatshops,

         17  if we could be told, and, quite frankly, the

         18  information was never gotten back to us, we feel

         19  that this may be the best way to deal with this,

         20  obviously we do feel it's the best way of dealing

         21  with these conditions. And to also make an

         22  international statement that we would do nothing to

         23  support sweatshops or any of those deplorable

         24  conditions.

         25                 Anyway, again, thank you, everybody,
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          2  and we'll see you on Wednesday.

          3                 (Hearing concluded at 11:40 a.m.)
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          2              CERTIFICATION

          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 23rd day of April 2001.
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