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INT. NO. 584 
By Council Members Nelson, Fidler, Gonzalez, and Liu

ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Amends subdivision (2) of Section 16-118 by adding a new paragraph twelve.

TITLE:



   A Local Law to amend the administrative





   code of the city of New York, in relation to 

                        civil penalties for violations of the litter law.

BACKGROUND

Subdivision two of section 16-118 provides rules, the violation of which can result in the issuance of a notice of violation or summons and the imposition of a civil penalty, for keeping sidewalks and other spaces abutting one’s property litter-free.  Penalties resulting from violations of this subdivision are often disputed by those receiving them for several different reasons.  One such reason is that there is no clear definition of what constitutes a “dirty” sidewalk or other such area.  This lack of definition can lead to confusion and different standards among those who issue violations, as well as between those who issue violations and those who receive them. 

Int. No. 584 would require those who issue violations related to subdivision two of section 16-118 to carry a digital camera while on duty and to take a picture of any condition that results in a violation.  Such pictures, whenever possible, would be included in the violation file.  Such pictures would establish the exact extent of the “dirtiness” of the area for which a violation was issued and would allow all parties, including those adjudicating violations, a common understanding of the cause of the violation, thereby allowing for fairer and more consistent adjudicatory outcomes.

PROVISIONS of Int. No. 584
Section one amends subdivision two of section 16-118 of the Administrative Code of the City of New York by adding a new paragraph twelve.  Such paragraph requires all enforcement agents who issue violations under this section, except police officers, to carry a digital camera while on duty and to take a picture of any condition that leads to a violation.  Such pictures should, whenever possible, be included in the violation file.

Section two states that the law would become effective one hundred and eighty days after enactment.

Intent AND ANYALYSIS
The purpose of this proposed law is to provide consistent visual evidence to support the issuance of violations for dirty areas abutting properties.  This evidence would make the process of issuing and adjudicating such violations fairer and more consistent. 
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