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          1  COMMITTEE ON IMMIGRATION

          2                 CHAIRPERSON STEWART:  Good morning.

          3  I am Kendall Stewart, Chair of the Committee on

          4  Immigration, and I would like to welcome you all to

          5  today's organizational meeting.

          6                 First, I would like to acknowledge

          7  Council Member Nelson who is here, and I am sure

          8  some other members are going to be coming in.

          9                 We have Darlene Mealy, a new member

         10  to the Committee, and the other members of the

         11  Committee are Charles Barron, Mike Nelson, David

         12  Weprin, Melissa Mark-Viverito.

         13                 I look forward to working with all of

         14  you gentlemen and ladies in the Committee here.

         15                 I would also like to thank

         16  Commissioner Linares, and the Mayor's Office of

         17  Immigrant Affairs, for being with us today to share

         18  information about the agenda for this year.

         19                 I know we had a good time the last

         20  four years Linares, our Commissioner.

         21                 Further, I would like to thank the

         22  dedicated advocates and other individuals working

         23  throughout the City to help immigrant New Yorkers

         24  who are with us today, and have helped us so much

         25  over the past two years.
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          2                 We look forward to working with you

          3  to develop this Committee's agenda, to maximize the

          4  impact we can have on local, state and federal

          5  policy effecting immigrant New Yorkers.

          6                 I would like to take a few minutes to

          7  speak about a few accomplishments of the Committee

          8  in the last legislative term.

          9                 In July of 2004, the Council passed

         10  Intro. 223- A, which I sponsored.  The law protects

         11  immigrants by cracking down on abusive practices of

         12  non- lawyers who provide immigration services,

         13  assistant services, throughout New York City.

         14                 Last fall, the Council passed Intro.

         15  592- A, which takes a critical step towards

         16  improving conditions faced by thousands of

         17  immigrants who work as day laborers in the City, and

         18  I must let you know that last Friday I think it was,

         19  I went on a tour to see the condition and what is

         20  happening with day laborers, and I was moved to see

         21  some of the things that they have to go through.

         22                 I would ask that if you have the

         23  time, you go to the location and see what is

         24  happening, how these folks stand out in the cold for

         25  hours, just waiting to be given a job.  And
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          2  sometimes they get this job after standing out there

          3  for three or four weeks, and sometimes after they

          4  get the job, they have been victimized by not being

          5  paid.  So, by just being out there I really had this

          6  different awareness, this different feeling about

          7  some of the things that these folks go through, and

          8  how we should do more for them.

          9                 Last year, this Committee played an

         10  instrumental role in the expansion of funding for

         11  the Immigrant Opportunity Initiative, ensuring that

         12  immigrant New Yorkers have legal representation and

         13  more educational opportunities.  I am so happy that

         14  we made it happen, to create that type of a funding,

         15  whereby, we can say that we are putting our monies

         16  where our mouth is, considering the fact that prior

         17  to that, it is only $2.8 million were being spent on

         18  immigrants, and now we are spending over $9.3

         19  million, and I am happy about that.

         20                 We have also lent our voices in

         21  support of the forward thinking Federal Immigration

         22  Legislation, including the Dream Act, which will

         23  help immigrant students, and immigration reform

         24  legislation introduced last year by Senators Kennedy

         25  and McCain.  At the same time, we have worked to
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          2  protect the City's immigrant residents by taking a

          3  stand against legislation detrimental their

          4  interests, such as the Real ID Act.

          5                 I must also tell you that we would

          6  like to consider this year, some much more

          7  progressive legislation.  For example, we would like

          8  to consider things like Permanent Voting Rights Act,

          9  and giving legal residents the opportunity to vote

         10  in municipal election.  We would like to follow up

         11  on the DMV license, and that we were handling last

         12  year.  We know that the decision has been handed

         13  down by the judge, however, we know that DMV is

         14  appealing that decision.

         15                 We would also like to look at the

         16  Temporary Workers Program that was introduced- that

         17  the President was talking about, however, we had an

         18  amendment to that by the McCain- Kennedy bill which

         19  now gives some sort of a two- part way for

         20  immigrants to become documented or even become

         21  citizens at some time.

         22                 I look forward to continuing and

         23  expanding our work in the coming months and years.

         24  I hope we will spend some time exchanging ideas for

         25  the Committee's agenda this morning, but first, I

                                                            7

          1  COMMITTEE ON IMMIGRATION

          2  would like to say that we would like to have some

          3  sort of an advisory group, and those folks who are

          4  quite concerned about immigration and immigrants

          5  rights, we would like to at least, speak to you and

          6  find out if you would like to participate with us

          7  and form and advisory group so that we can know what

          8  we would like to do for the coming years, and if you

          9  can participate.

         10                 Let me first call on Commissioner

         11  Linares of the Mayor's Office of Immigrant Affairs.

         12  I think he is always one who has great ideas and

         13  contributes a great deal to this Committee, and I

         14  would like to have you start, Commissioner.

         15                 COMMISSIONER LINARES:  Thank you very

         16  much, Mr. Chair.

         17                 Good morning Chairman Stewart,

         18  members of the Committee and City Council.  It is

         19  good to be back always.

         20                 Thank you for the opportunity to

         21  discuss the work of the Mayor's Office of Immigrant

         22  Affairs.

         23                 Joining me this morning is my Deputy

         24  Commissioner, Ozzi Kalilli (phonetic), and I am

         25  delighted to serve in the capacity of Commissioner

                                                            8

          1  COMMITTEE ON IMMIGRATION

          2  of Immigrant Affairs.

          3                 Immigrants are a constituency close

          4  to my heart.  I understand the immigrant experience

          5  from a firsthand perspective, and I know that the

          6  contributions of immigrants are immeasurable.

          7                 In the 2005 Newest New Yorkers

          8  Report, the Department of City Planning indicates

          9  that 36 percent of our City's population is foreign

         10  born.  This huge and growing presence speaks to the

         11  ongoing dynamic of immigrants coming to our City and

         12  nation for better opportunities, and it speaks to

         13  the pivotal role they play in strengthening all

         14  aspects of life here.

         15                 The Office of Immigrant Affairs works

         16  every day to reach immigrant communities.  The

         17  mission of my office is to promote the active

         18  involvement of immigrants in the life of our City.

         19                 Becoming a participant in the life of

         20  this City comes through leaning how to navigate.

         21  This means accessing information about civic

         22  participation, health care and an array of

         23  opportunities, services and resources.

         24                 Immigrants bring cultural and

         25  linguistic diversity to our City.  As many
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          2  immigrants learn English, we strive to strengthen

          3  outreach to those new New Yorkers with limited

          4  English proficiency.

          5                 Under the direction of the Mayor, we

          6  initiated an Inter- agency Task Force on Language

          7  Access.  Through a series of five monthly sessions

          8  thus far, this Task Force has examined language-

          9  accessibility and service delivery from all vantage

         10  points.  These seminars and task force are steps in

         11  ongoing efforts to ensure that Limited English

         12  Proficient New Yorkers are receiving vital services

         13  and information from our City agencies.

         14                 Immigrant Affairs also works with the

         15  Human Resources Administration, the Administration

         16  for Children's Services, Department of Health and

         17  Mental Hygiene, and the Department of Homeless

         18  Services to develop language access implementation

         19  plans, which are mandated by Local Law 73, also

         20  known as the "Equal Access to Human Services Law."

         21                 The well- being of our newest New

         22  Yorkers is another major priority.  Immigrant

         23  Affairs aims to foster safe, healthy and productive

         24  communities.

         25                 In New York City, immigrants are 43
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          2  percent of the workforce.  Thousands of day laborers

          3  are among the millions of New Yorkers who work to

          4  sustain and advance our local economy.

          5                 The Office of Immigrant Affairs has

          6  worked with the Health and Hospitals Corporation to

          7  increase awareness and access to HHC Options, a

          8  sliding fee- scale primary care program available to

          9  all New Yorkers.  Linking immigrants to preventative

         10  health care is a proactive step in protecting

         11  families, who are the building blocks of our

         12  communities.

         13                 As you are aware, our office is

         14  charged with the implementation of a temporary

         15  commission on day labor.  The commission will study

         16  the feasibility of fostering public/private

         17  partnerships for developing job centers.  We look

         18  forward to working with this commission on

         19  determining what possibilities are available to meet

         20  the needs of day laborers.

         21                 Immigrant Affairs has also been

         22  involved with a number of initiatives to bridge

         23  immigrant communities to information, services and

         24  opportunities.

         25                 This work includes organizing a
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          2  series of meetings with Chancellor Joel Klein of the

          3  Department of Education and leaders from New York

          4  immigrant communities; working with the New York

          5  City Voter Assistance Commission to encourage civic

          6  participation; collaborating with the Mayor's Office

          7  of Health Insurance Access to get the word out about

          8  coverage options; assisting the Department of

          9  Consumer Affairs with highlighting protections of

         10  immigrants against fraud and with outreach to

         11  immigrants about the Earned Income Tax Credit;

         12  facilitating a presentation by the Sikh Coalition to

         13  promote religious understanding; announcing low-

         14  cost help for applying for the diversity lottery;

         15  supporting the Office of Emergency Management in

         16  reaching immigrant media; and introducing Arab

         17  Heritage Week as a means of increasing awareness of

         18  the contributions of this community.

         19                 Immigrant Affairs works with both

         20  City agencies and immigrant organizations.  We have

         21  also focused on supporting growing immigrant groups

         22  by facilitating forums for local organizations to

         23  discuss a course of action that will empower their

         24  communities.

         25                 Our office has also been engaged in
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          2  the preparation of information resources for

          3  immigrant organizations.  This includes an update of

          4  an immigrant services directory that will be

          5  introduced by both electronic and printed form.

          6  Also, our Web site underwent a facelift, and will

          7  become more robust with the implementation of a

          8  revised sitemap.

          9                 I would like to note that the

         10  upcoming Immigrant History Week in April, that my

         11  office coordinates, will be a week full of programs

         12  to educate New Yorkers about the historical role

         13  immigrants have played in defining New York's

         14  identity.

         15                 I look forward to continuing to work

         16  with you, and others in the City Council to reach

         17  out to all immigrant New Yorkers.

         18                 Thank you Mr. Chairman, for the

         19  opportunity and if you have any questions, I would

         20  be happy to respond to them.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON STEWART:  Commissioner, I

         22  know you have to go but I have a few questions.

         23                 You spoke about the law that we

         24  created to form this commission for day laborers.

         25                 Where do we stand on that, and when
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          2  do you think that that commission would be set up?

          3                 COMMISSIONER LINARES:  Well, we have

          4  been diligently working to really establish the

          5  commission, and to have the appointment of the

          6  members of the commission.  We have done our

          7  diligent work within the Administration, and we are

          8  working now with the City Council to make sure that

          9  we have all of the members appointed as indicated by

         10  the City Council.  We have been also in

         11  communication with the Council to establish the

         12  agenda for this commission, and we fully anticipate

         13  that we will begin the work of the commission this

         14  next month, by the middle of the month, and

         15  anticipate that in the next two months we will be

         16  able to advance all of the objectives that we want

         17  to pursue with a temporary commission.  Hopefully by

         18  the end of April, first week of May, we should have

         19  the work of the commission come to conclusion.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON STEWART:  All right.  You

         21  also spoke about a directory.

         22                 When will it be available to where it

         23  is on the site, or whether it is in print?  When

         24  would it be available?

         25                 COMMISSIONER LINARES:  Well, we have
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          2  been putting final touches on the directory, and--.

          3                 MS. KALILLI:  The directory will be

          4  available during the week of Immigrant History Week,

          5  around April 17th.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON STEWART:  For the record,

          7  so you could identify yourself.

          8                 MS. KALILLI:  I am sorry?

          9                 CHAIRPERSON STEWART:  For the record.

         10                 MS. KALILLI:  Ozzi Kalilli, Deputy

         11  Commissioner for the Mayor's Office of Immigrant

         12  Affairs.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON STEWART:  And you said it

         14  said it will be available sometime--.

         15                 COMMISSIONER LINARES:  April 17th

         16  through the 23rd is the week where we celebrate

         17  Immigrant History Week in New York City, and we want

         18  to be able to unveil the directory coinciding with

         19  that big celebration.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON STEWART:  All right.

         21                 Council Member Nelson.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON:  Thank you,

         23  Mr. Chair.

         24                 It is always a pleasure to see my old

         25  colleague on the Council, Guillermo Linares,
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          2  welcome.

          3                 Just a quick thing, just given the

          4  theme Task Force on Language Access, Equal Access to

          5  Human Services Law, the initiatives to bridge

          6  immigrant communities, with that theme given the

          7  importance of the issue, does it seem contradictory

          8  for the veto as far as the impending Intro. We have

          9  to help and aid parents in understanding homework

         10  assignments, report cards, or whatever?

         11                 COMMISSIONER LINARES:  Well, I think

         12  you are aware that today there was a significant

         13  announcement--.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON:  No, recently?

         15                 COMMISSIONER LINARES: -- just before

         16  this hearing I joined the Mayor and the Speaker and

         17  a large representation of advocates of immigrants,

         18  and Chancellor Klein, to make a historic

         19  announcement of addressing the language needs of

         20  immigrant parents, and I think that that - a lot

         21  needs to be acknowledged in terms of the leadership,

         22  both of the City Council and the Mayor, along with

         23  the Chancellor and the Administration, and also the

         24  role that parents and advocates have played.

         25                 So I think that while there was a
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          2  technicality that was legal in nature, in relation

          3  to the veto that Mayor had, the commitment that the

          4  Mayor has demonstrated to really address the needs

          5  of immigrant parents as stipulated by the $10

          6  million that he has committed previously, I think

          7  and now, this announcement today of commitment to

          8  have regulations set forward to address this is, I

          9  think, an historic moment for immigrant communities

         10  and immigrant parents in the commitment that the

         11  Mayor has to make sure along with the City Council,

         12  that the immigrant children who constitute

         13  significant numbers in our public schools receive

         14  the type of education that they deserve by having

         15  parents participate fully.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON:  So we did

         17  seem to sort of clean off the loose edges with this

         18  it appears.  I was immersed in a capsule off the

         19  coast of Sheepshead Bay this morning -- no, I didn't

         20  get to see my mail or anything.  I just came in,

         21  after I took care of the DO, I just rushed right in

         22  here to be here at this meeting.

         23                 COMMISSIONER LINARES:  I am glad I

         24  avoided you.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON:  Yes, I
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          2  appreciate the update, and it seems to be just going

          3  along with exactly what we are going towards.  So I

          4  am very happy to hear that.

          5                 Well, thank you.  Thank you,

          6  Guillermo.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON STEWART:  Commissioner, I

          8  know you want to run but I have a last question for

          9  you.

         10                 We know that in the last budget round

         11  we have come a long way, but there is still a great

         12  need for funding for immigrant services.

         13                 Is it your commitment that we will

         14  work together, that we can at least baseline the

         15  funding that we had in the last budget round, or

         16  even increase on that?

         17                 COMMISSIONER LINARES:  Well, first of

         18  all let me acknowledge your leadership, Mr.

         19  Chairman, in efforts to try to increase funding, and

         20  I believe that the amount that was allocated in the

         21  last round was historic, and I think it was a huge

         22  step to make a big difference in the delivery of

         23  services.

         24                 What I would say, we attempt to do,

         25  and my office helps facilitate as we have done today
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          2  when we address language access, which by the way,

          3  today was addressing the Department of Education,

          4  but we also work with other agencies to ensure that

          5  there is- language is not an obstacle to accessing

          6  services as well.  But the role that we play is to

          7  look at what different agencies, key agencies, are

          8  providing in terms of the resources that are

          9  allocated for direct services to immigrants  DYCD is

         10  the key agency with whom we work.  But we also work

         11  beyond that looking to other agencies that may be

         12  providing services as well to make sure that there

         13  is a coordinated effort and approach, so there is no

         14  duplication in efforts, and we can use the limited

         15  resources that we have to the maximum.

         16                 So, we have ongoing communication,

         17  not just with your leadership, and with the City

         18  Council, but also particularly, in my role as

         19  Commissioner of Immigrant Affairs with DYCD in

         20  ensuring that whatever funding is allocated goes to

         21  the intended needs that the immigrants have.

         22                 I believe that there is a commitment

         23  for us to see baseline funding.  In fact, the Mayor

         24  baselined $1.8 previously for family literacy which

         25  came with matching funds from the private sector,
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          2  which was again a historic moment where there was a

          3  commitment on the part of the Mayor to do that.

          4                 But as you and I know, the way we

          5  approach meeting the needs in this case of immigrant

          6  communities requires, as was demonstrated today with

          7  language access for parents, the collaboration of

          8  both the Mayor, which I believe is fully committed

          9  to doing all that he can to make sure that we do

         10  provide the basic services, working closely with the

         11  City Council as they approach the budget.

         12                 So, I think that we have made

         13  tremendous progress. I think we also need to be

         14  mindful that there may be bumps sometimes when we

         15  allocate funding and we want to make sure that we

         16  comply with all of the regulations that the City has

         17  established to make sure that the money is well

         18  spent, and we, I think that there is a commitment on

         19  the part of DYCD, and also with members of the

         20  Council to make sure that the monies allocated in

         21  the budget are expeditiously channeled to the needs

         22  that they are intended to address.  This is

         23  conversation that is ongoing between myself, and

         24  especially the commissioner of DYCD.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON STEWART:  Commissioner, I
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          2  want to thank you, and I want to let you know that

          3  our close relationship and how we work together, I

          4  think, this can be only be a benefit to the

          5  immigrants of New York City and New York City as a

          6  whole.

          7                 I want to thank you for your

          8  testimony, and we will talk soon.

          9                 COMMISSIONER LINARES:  I look forward

         10  to continuing to work with you, and I appreciate

         11  your leadership, Mr. Chair, and the Committee.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON STEWART:  Thank you, Sir.

         13                 We would like to call on Javier

         14  Gallatdo, and also Adam Gurvitch.

         15                 Anyone who wants to speak, make sure

         16  you sign up with Sergeant- At- Arms.

         17                 Could you please identify yourself

         18  for the record?

         19                 MR. GALLATDO:  Yes, my name if Javier

         20  Gallatdo.  I am from the Latin American Workers

         21  Project.

         22                 We are a community organization that

         23  organizes low income Latino workers in the City of

         24  New York, and we have been organizing day laborers

         25  since 2000.
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          2                 Right now we are working in five

          3  different sites, the first one is the Bay Project

          4  Community Job Center, which is in Bensonhurst,

          5  Brooklyn, the second is the Williamsburg Woman's

          6  Only Corner in the Country, and we are organizing

          7  Roosevelt Avenue in Queens, Astoria, Queens, and

          8  Westchester Place, that is in the Bronx, and right

          9  now we appreciate the Council and the City for

         10  taking a step towards creating this commission but

         11  we think the creation of the job center for daily

         12  workers is urgent.

         13                 Last week we had a tour with the

         14  Chairman, Kendall Stewart, he visited the corners

         15  and he saw the reality of the workers on the street,

         16  and we think that right now the workers are ready,

         17  they are organized.  We are working nationally on

         18  this, and we think the creation of the job center is

         19  precious.  We just hope that you weigh our proposal

         20  to the council member, which explains our vision and

         21  our mission, and how the job center should be run.

         22                 That is it, thank you.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON STEWART:  Well first of

         24  all, I want to recognize the Chair of the Finance

         25  Committee, and a member of this Committee, Dave
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          2  Weprin.

          3                 I do not know, do you want to say a

          4  few words?

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN:  Just to say

          6  that I am excited about being a new member of the

          7  Immigration Committee.

          8                 I represent a district in eastern

          9  Queens with a very large percentage of new

         10  immigrants, and it seems to be growing on a daily

         11  basis, and I just want to let the Chairman know that

         12  he has my full support on initiatives as they come

         13  forward.  I know we will be discussing a number of

         14  them through the budget process in the new immigrant

         15  area because it is such an important part of the

         16  development of our City.

         17                 Thank you.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON STEWART:  Are there any

         19  questions for this witness?

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN:  No question

         21  for this witness.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON STEWART:  Okay, Ms.

         23  Mealy, any questions?

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY:  No.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON STEWART:  Sir, identify
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          2  yourself and then you can speak.

          3                 MR. GURVITCH:  Thank you, my name is

          4  Adam Gurvitch. I am the Director of Health Advocacy

          5  at the New York Immigration Coalition.

          6                 Chairman Stewart, members of Council,

          7  thank you for the opportunity to share some comments

          8  today about the work of the Immigration Committee.

          9                 The New York Immigration Coalition is

         10  a non- profit member organization.  We are a policy

         11  and advocacy group representing roughly 150

         12  organizations throughout the state of New York, and

         13  we work on a range of issues that affect immigrants

         14  and their families at the city, state and federal

         15  level.

         16                 Our thoughts today in terms of work

         17  moving forward with the Immigration Committee, I

         18  think we have maybe four ideas that we would like to

         19  share.

         20                 One is that we strongly support the

         21  work that the Committee has done in holding joint

         22  hearing on issues that affect immigrants that

         23  connect with health, education, housing, civil

         24  rights, and civil liberties, and that we think that

         25  this approach is a good one, and encourage it going
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          2  forward.

          3                 In terms of issues that are cross-

          4  cutting in New York City that we believe that the

          5  Immigration Committee could play a very important

          6  role in encouraging conversation and policy

          7  development around- there are three; the issue of

          8  confidentiality, and right now, we have got an issue

          9  in particular around the need for government issued

         10  ID because of the actions in New York State around

         11  restricting drivers licenses for immigrants.  There

         12  is a particular need for people, for example, to

         13  enter a public hospital you need to show an ID,

         14  typically a photo ID, and in theory, there is a

         15  process if you walk into Bellevue or Wood Hollow

         16  (phonetic), any of the other public hospitals in the

         17  City if you do not have a photo ID, in theory a

         18  hospital worker is supposed to take that individual

         19  aside and help to establish their identity.  In

         20  fact, for someone who may not have appropriate

         21  immigration documentation, and may not be able to

         22  transact this conversation in English, it is a real

         23  potential barrier, and so there have been a number

         24  of ideas that advocates are working on, and we would

         25  very much like to see the Council- Immigration
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          2  Committee move forward with some hearing and

          3  deliberations about what might be possible in

          4  creating a government issued ID for residents of New

          5  York.

          6                 Second issue is around communication

          7  as has been mentioned.  The issue of people not

          8  being able to interact with Social Service agencies,

          9  City agencies, schools, hospitals, courts, is a

         10  major obstacle for newcomers.  We know that in New

         11  York State well over 100,000 newcomers settle every

         12  year, and so, it is not just a question of

         13  increasing the funding for ESL, for English as a

         14  Second Language, which is desperately needed, but it

         15  is also recognizing that every year New York City

         16  agencies are going to be interacting with many tens

         17  of thousands of people who have not had an

         18  opportunity yet to learn English, and to encourage

         19  this agency to enforce the rights of those

         20  individuals to receive communication in a language

         21  they can understand.  So, moving forward with work

         22  around limited English- proficient individuals and

         23  their ability to communicate with city agencies is

         24  vital work.

         25                 The third issue that we believe would
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          2  be a great fit continuing to move forward with the

          3  Immigration Committee, is the Immigrant Opportunity

          4  Initiative, the IOI, and basically that is funding

          5  for immigration legal services, and funding for ESL,

          6  English as a Second Language instruction.  It is

          7  funding that has been increased significantly over

          8  the last couple of years.  It is still a situation

          9  where the vast majority of New Yorkers who are

         10  adults, and who want to learn English, do not find

         11  open slots in ESL classes that they can afford, and

         12  we continue to hear from community groups that

         13  provide ESL instruction that the waiting list would

         14  be so long, that they do not bother to keep waiting

         15  lists because it would discourage community members,

         16  and so they are drawing participants in ESL classes

         17  through lottery, as opposed to maintaining a three

         18  year waiting list, for example for an ESL spot.

         19                 We recognize the important work that

         20  the City of New York, at the urging of the Council,

         21  has done to increase funding for ESL.  We strongly

         22  urge the Council to continue to move that agenda to

         23  look at baselining DIOI funding so that is not

         24  something that everyone needs to mobilize and expend

         25  a lot of resources around every year to maintain
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          2  funding for something that should just be kind of a

          3  common sense part of what New York City does for

          4  community members in terms of some instruction in

          5  English, and some legal services support.

          6                 That is really all that I wanted to

          7  share today.

          8                 Thank you for the opportunity.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON STEWART:  First of all, I

         10  want to recognize another new member of the

         11  Committee, Melissa Mark Viverito.

         12                 Melissa, do you want to say

         13  something?

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK- VIVERITO:  No

         15  Mr. Chair, I just wanted to- I look forward to

         16  working on this Committee, and this particular issue

         17  is of great interest and concern to me.

         18                 So, I look forward to hearing the

         19  testimony here today.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON STEWART:  Any members

         21  that have any questions for these witnesses?

         22                 Well first of all, let me thank the

         23  members of this Committee, in which two of them are

         24  not here today but I know because of illness that

         25  they are not here; Annabel Palma, Charles Barron,
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          2  who are all members of the Committee, and they will

          3  be returning.

          4                 We have new members which is Mike

          5  Nelson, we have Dave Weprin, Melissa Mark- Viverito,

          6  and Darlene Mealy, these are new members.

          7                 I thank you folks for joining this

          8  Committee, and we will be working closely together.

          9                 But I also want to recognize our

         10  Chief Counsel, which is Jackie Sherman, the evil

         11  Jackie Sherman who does all the research and works

         12  closely with us but she has such a human job. She is

         13  even the Counsel to the General Welfare, which even

         14  a much more difficult job but I do not know where

         15  she finds the time, and the energy to work with both

         16  Committee's but I thank you, and I am glad that you

         17  can- if you have to give up one, do not give up the

         18  Immigration, you can give up the other one.

         19                 Thank you for being here with us.

         20                 I also want to recognize Al Mullins

         21  (phonetic) who is from the Mayor's Office of

         22  Immigrant Affairs, who works closely with us.  Al

         23  has been a friend of the immigrants, and do not be

         24  afraid to ask him questions, even though he is on

         25  the other side of the isle.
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          2                 Also, we have with us Donna Lamb

          3  (phonetic) who is a member of my staff, and June

          4  Fashad (phonetic) who is a member of my staff.

          5                 Having said that, we are going to be

          6  working closely with each and every one of you to

          7  make sure that we have the issues of immigrant and

          8  immigration to the forefront.  I am trying to see if

          9  we can get whatever money that we have had in the

         10  past, baseline at least, and we do need more money

         11  but at least if we can have that baseline so that

         12  the community- based organizations can continue the

         13  good work that they are doing in terms of English as

         14  a Second Language, and also the legal services

         15  provided for immigrants.

         16                 Having said that, is there any other

         17  member want to say something before we close?

         18                 Well, this meeting is closed.

         19                 (Hearing concluded 12:30 p.m.)
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