Res. No. 567

..Title
Resolution calling on the United States Congress to pass and the President to sign H.R.8525, also known as the George Floyd Justice in Policing Act, to hold law enforcement accountable for misconduct in court, improve transparency through data collection, and reform police training and policies
..Body

By Council Members Williams, Riley, Restler, Ossé, Brooks-Powers, Marte, Salaam, Cabán, Avilés, Banks and Brewer
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Whereas, The tragic death of George Floyd in May 2020 highlighted systemic issues within law enforcement that have disproportionately affected marginalized communities, particularly Black and Brown individuals; and
Whereas, The United States Department of Justice’s 89-page report highlighted that the Minneapolis Police Department employed dangerous tactics and weapons, such as neck restraints and Tasers, for minor or nonexistent offenses, and that the department discriminated against people based on race and behavioral health disabilities; and
Whereas, The report further revealed that the Minneapolis Police Department’s accountability procedures were deeply flawed, with senior officers often dismissing or mischaracterizing legitimate complaints, thereby obstructing internal investigations and enabling continued misconduct; and
Whereas, As was expressed during mass protests following the murder of George Floyd, Black Americans and other marginalized communities continue to face daily discrimination and express ongoing concerns about systemic policing issues; and
Whereas, The organization, Mapping Police Violence has collected and analyzed data on over 1,200 police killings in 2023, compiled from diverse sources including media reports, obituaries, public records, and databases such as The Gun Violence Archive; and
Whereas, The Mapping Police Violence report indicates that many police killings involved individuals who did not pose an immediate threat, suggesting that with proper de-escalation, adherence to policies, and less lethal measures, these deaths could have been prevented; and
Whereas, The report also highlights a pattern of disproportionate use of force, particularly against racial minorities, and identifies systemic failures in accountability and decision-making, which, if addressed, could prevent future police killings and improve overall public safety; and
Whereas, The late Rep. Sheila Jackson Lee reintroduced the George Floyd Justice in Policing Act, H.R. 8525, a comprehensive bill designed to address police misconduct, increase transparency, and promote safer policing practices nationwide; and
Whereas, The Act would lower the criminal intent standard for prosecuting police misconduct, limit qualified immunity, restrict the use of force, and ban practices such as chokeholds and no-knock warrants; and
Whereas, This legislation seeks to establish a national registry for police misconduct to prevent officers from evading accountability by transferring between jurisdictions, thereby ensuring that communities are protected from repeat offenders; and
Whereas, The Act also proposes to ban racial and religious profiling by law enforcement at federal, state and local levels, thereby promoting equality and justice within the criminal justice system; and
Whereas, H.R. 8525 would reform the legal doctrine of qualified immunity, allowing individuals to seek damages in civil court when their constitutional rights are violated by law enforcement officers; and
Whereas, Improved police training and policies, as required by the Act, will promote de-escalation, crisis intervention and bias awareness, fostering safer interactions between law enforcement and the communities they serve; and
Whereas, Transparency in data collection on police use of force and misconduct is vital for holding law enforcement agencies accountable and for informing effective policy decisions; and
Whereas, The passage of H.R. 8525 would address the deep-seated issues of racial injustice and police violence that have plagued communities across the nation, including New York City; now, therefore, be it 
Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls on the United States Congress to pass and the President to sign H.R.8525, also known as the George Floyd Justice in Policing Act, to hold law enforcement accountable for misconduct in court, improve transparency through data collection, and reform police training and policies.
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