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RES. NO. 926	By The Speaker (Council Member Adams) and Council Members Gennaro, Nurse, Louis, Ung, Cabán and Hanif

TITLE:	Resolution declaring that the City of New York, in order to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and adapt to a changing climate, adopts the New York State Climate Smart Communities pledge


1. INTRODUCTION

On July 14, 2025, the New York City Council Committee on Environmental Protection, Resiliency, and Waterfronts (the “Committee”), chaired by Council Member James F. Gennaro, will hold a hearing to vote on Res. No. 926, sponsored by The Speaker (Council Member Adrienne E. Adams) declaring that the City of New York, in order to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and adapt to a changing climate, adopts the New York State Climate Smart Communities pledge. The Committee first heard Res. No. 926 on June 20, 2025.

1. LEGISLATION
Res No. 926
The Climate Smart Communities (“CSC”) Certification program is a voluntary recognition program for local governments in New York State that supports local efforts to adopt policies that address the climate crisis by reducing emissions and fostering climate resiliency in local communities.[footnoteRef:1] As part of the certification process, local governments must document accomplishments related to their climate mitigation and resiliency work, and undergo a review process to ensure that actions undertaken meet program standards.[footnoteRef:2] Local governments that apply to the program may be ranked as bronze or silver based on a system that assigns a point value to specific actions, with bronze status requiring 120 points, silver status requiring 300 points, and gold status still under development.[footnoteRef:3] Participating governments can receive better scores on grant applications for some State funding programs.[footnoteRef:4] The first step a local government must undertake to be eligible for the program is the passing of a municipal resolution.[footnoteRef:5]
	Res. No. 926 would serve as the first step in the City’s application to join the program and become a climate smart community. The resolution states that New York City pledges to undergo or engage in 10 actions related to decreasing energy usage, inventorying emissions, engaging in emissions reduction work, increasing renewable energy usage, and other climate actions. [1:  New York State Climate Smart Communities. Certification Overview. https://climatesmart.ny.gov/actions-certification/certification-overview/ ]  [2:  Id. ]  [3:  New York State Climate Smart Communities. Certification Levels. https://climatesmart.ny.gov/actions-certification/certification-overview/certification-levels/ ]  [4:  New York State Climate Smart Communities. Why Become Certified? https://climatesmart.ny.gov/actions-certification/why-become-certified/ ]  [5:  New York State Climate Smart Communities. Getting Started. https://climatesmart.ny.gov/actions-certification/getting-started/ ] 
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Res. No. 926

..Title
Resolution declaring that the City of New York, in order to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and adapt to a changing climate, adopts the New York State Climate Smart Communities pledge.
..Body

By The Speaker (Council Member Adams) and Council Members Gennaro, Nurse, Louis, Ung, Cabán and Hanif

Whereas, According to the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), the United Nations body tasked with assessing climate data, significant reductions in greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions will be required by the middle of the twenty-first century to limit the global average temperature increase to 1.5 degrees Celsius, and no more than 2 degrees Celsius, to minimize the worst impacts of climate change; and
Whereas, The City of New York (NYC or City) believes that climate change poses a real and increasing threat to the local and global environments and is primarily due to emissions associated with the burning of fossil fuels; and
Whereas, According to the NYC Greenhouse Gas Inventory, in 2023, more than 70 percent of NYC’s carbon emissions came from the combustion of fossil fuels to heat, cool, and power buildings; and 
Whereas, As a coastal city with over 500 miles of waterfront, NYC is particularly vulnerable to the effects of climate change, such as more frequent and intense storms, flooding, sea level rise, and heat waves; and 
Whereas, According to the United States Environmental Protection Agency, the effects of climate change are often inequitably distributed, with socially vulnerable groups, which may include communities of color, children, older people, and low income populations, who may be at greater risk because of a lack of access to the financial and community resources required to adequately respond to weather-related disasters, more likely to experience the harmful effects; and 
Whereas, The effects of climate change threaten to endanger the infrastructure, economy, and livelihoods of the City and its residents, potentially harming farms, orchards, and ecological communities, including native fish and wildlife populations statewide, spreading invasive species and exotic diseases, and reducing drinking water supplies and recreational opportunities for all New Yorkers; and 
Whereas, The City’s response to climate change provides an unprecedented opportunity to save money, and to build livable, energy-independent and secure communities, vibrant innovation economies, healthy and safe schools, and resilient infrastructures; and 
Whereas, The scale of GHG emissions reductions required for climate stabilization will require sustained and substantial efforts; and 
Whereas, Even if emissions were dramatically reduced today, communities would still be required to adapt to the effects of climate change for decades to come; now, therefore be it
Resolved, That the City of New York, in order to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and adapt to a changing climate, adopts the New York State Climate Smart Communities pledge, which comprises the following 10 elements:
1)	Build a climate-smart community. 
2)	Inventory emissions, set goals, and plan for climate action. 
3)	Decrease energy use. 
4)	Shift to clean, renewable energy. 
5)	Use climate-smart materials management. 
6)	Implement climate-smart land use. 
7)	Enhance community resilience to climate change. 
8)	Support a green innovation economy. 
9)	Inform and inspire the public. 
10)	Engage in an evolving process of climate action.
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