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INTRODUCTION
On April 21, 2021, the Committee on Parks and Recreation, chaired by Council Member Peter Koo, held a hearing to vote Int. No. 1888-A, sponsored by Council Member Treyger, in relation to prohibiting vehicles on boardwalks and  Int. No. 1959-A, sponsored by Council Member Rodriguez, in relation to the establishment of the office of sports, wellness and recreation. At this hearing, the Committee voted 14 in favor, 0 opposed and 0 abstentions on the bills. Int. No. 1888-A was originally heard at a hearing held on April 12, 2021, during which the Committee received testimony from the Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR), advocates and other interested parties. More information about this bill, along with the materials for that hearing, can be accessed here. Int. No. 1959-A was originally heard at a hearing held on February 22, 2021, during which the Committee received testimony from the Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR), advocates and other interested parties. More information about this bill, along with the materials for that hearing, can be accessed here. 

LEGISLATION
Below is a brief summary of the legislation being considered today by this Committee. This summary is intended for informational purposes only and does not substitute for legal counsel. For more detailed information, you should review the full text of the bill, which is attached below.

Int. No. 1888-A, A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to prohibiting vehicles on boardwalks

Int. No. 1888-A would prohibit all non-City owned or non-authorized motor vehicles from being used on City elevated boardwalks. It would also require that authorized city employees or contractors only use small utility vehicles under 2,400 pounds for activities on wooden boardwalks unless larger vehicles are necessary for construction, maintenance or public safety needs. Unauthorized persons who operate a motor vehicle on an elevated boardwalk would be subject to a misdemeanor punishable by up to 90 days imprisonment or a $1,000 fine or both, and be subject to a civil penalty between $500 and $1,000.
This local law would take effect immediately.

Int. No. 1959-A, A Local Law to amend the New York city charter, in relation to the establishment of the office of sports, wellness and recreation

Int. No. 1959-A would require the Mayor to establish an Office of Sports, Wellness and Recreation. The Office would be charged with the authority to promote and enhance sports-related opportunities for youth and to promote the role of sports in education. It would also be responsible for recommending ways to promote and organize youth sports events, identifying barriers to the growth and development of extracurricular and school-based youth sports programs, recommending ways to expand athletic and recreational opportunities for youth, particularly for those from under-resourced communities, collecting demographic data from public and private entities operating youth sports programs, and furthering the City’s commitment to health, wellness, and social development through extracurricular and school-based sports and recreation programs. Affiliated within the Office, there would be a 17 member Advisory Board chosen from the public, private and non-profit sectors, as well as from higher education institutions and sports institutions located in the city, to advise the director of the Office in furthering its mission. The Office would regularly consult with various City agencies in performing its duties and would submit an annual report to the Mayor and Council on its activities and recommendations.
This local law would take effect 90 days after it becomes law.




































Int. No. 1888-A

By Council Members Treyger and Gennaro

..Title
A LOCAL LAW

To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to prohibiting vehicles on boardwalks
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Chapter 1 of title 18 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 18-108.2 to read as follows: 
§ 18-108.2 Vehicles prohibited on boardwalks. a. Definitions. For the purposes of this section, the following terms have the following meanings: 
Authorized person. The term “authorized person” means an employee or contractor of the city engaged in the performance of such person’s assigned duties.
Elevated boardwalk. The term “elevated boardwalk” means a footpath, walkway or causeway built above sand or marshy ground along a beach or waterfront.
Motor vehicle. The term “motor vehicle” means a vehicle designed to be operated or driven upon a public highway which is propelled by any power other than muscular power or a utility vehicle, except motor vehicle shall not mean an electrically-driven mobility device operated or driven by a person with a disability.
Utility vehicle. The term “utility vehicle” means a vehicle that is propelled by any power other than muscular power and is designed to perform maintenance work and carry small loads of equipment. 
b. No person other than an authorized person may operate a motor vehicle on an elevated boardwalk under the jurisdiction of the commissioner. 
c. Authorized persons shall only use utility vehicles that weigh under 2400 pounds and carry no more than six people when operating a motor vehicle on a principally wooden elevated boardwalk, except that authorized persons may use other motor vehicles if necessary to provide public safety, maintenance or construction services.
d. Any person who violates subdivision b of this section shall be guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by not more than 90 days imprisonment or by a fine of not more than $1,000 or by both such fine and imprisonment. Such person shall also be liable for a civil penalty of not less than $500 nor more than $1,000. 
§ 2. This local law takes effect immediately.
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Int. No. 1959-A

By Council Member Rodriguez, the Speaker (Council Member Johnson), (in conjunction with the Brooklyn Borough President) and the Public Advocate (Mr. Williams) and Council Members Ampry-Samuel, Gennaro and Koo

A LOCAL LAW

To amend the New York city charter, in relation to the establishment of the office of sports, wellness and recreation 

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Chapter 1 of the New York city charter is amended by adding a new section 20-l to read as follows:
§ 20-l Office of sports, wellness and recreation. a. Definitions. For the purposes of this section, the term “youth” means a person under the age of 18 years old. 
b. The mayor shall establish an office of sports, wellness and recreation.  Such office shall be established as a separate office and not within another agency or office. Such office shall be headed by a director of sports, wellness and recreation, who shall be appointed by the mayor.
c. There shall be established an advisory board, which shall be composed of 17 members as follows:
	1. Five members appointed by the mayor; 
	2. Five members appointed by the speaker of the council;
	3. One member appointed by the public advocate;
	4. One member appointed by the comptroller; and
	5. One member appointed by each borough president.
d. Members of such advisory board should be chosen from the public, private and non-profit sectors, as well as from higher education institutions and sports institutions located in the city.  All initial appointments required by subdivision c of this section shall be made no later than 45 days after the effective date of this local law. Any vacancy on such advisory board shall be filled in the manner of original appointment.
e. The advisory board may make recommendations to the director of sports, wellness and recreation on matters relating to the activities and operations of the office.
f. Powers and duties. The director of sports, wellness and recreation shall have the power to:
1. Strategize and submit recommendations to enhance and promote competitive sports among all New York city youth by providing need-based access to quality competitive sport training with the goal of developing high-performance in sports;
2. Make recommendations for organizing and attracting youth sports tournaments, events, and other sporting activities, including the expansion of city-sponsored tournaments and events for and youth;
[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]3. Identify barriers to the growth and development of extracurricular and school-based youth sports, recreation and competitive sports programs;
4. Collect demographic and social investment data, to the extent available, from all institutions whether public, private, non-profit, higher education or any other educational institution running sports programs in New York city. Such data shall be anonymized and include information of racial, ethnic, sex, gender identity, disability, level of education, income and residency of participants of such sports programs, as well as data that includes information on which programs are offered to participants free of charge or at a cost, and the level of financial support or aid that is offered for programs that are not free of charge;
5. Maximize the use of anonymized demographic data to promote sports-related opportunities to youth who have had limited access to participating and achieving success in organized sports and recreation due to their sex, gender identity, disability or residency in under-resourced communities;
6. Determine availability of potential resources for entities involved with organized and youth sports and recreation, with a particular focus on outdoor and indoor fields, courts and facilities;
7. Recommend ways to expand opportunities for  youth, particularly for those from under-resourced communities, transitioning from informal recreational sporting activities to organized high school athletic programs, and from organized high school athletic programs to college athletic programs;
8. Identify training resources for coaches seeking positions with organizations sponsoring extracurricular and school-based sports and recreation programs; 
9. Recommend ways to further the city’s commitment to health, wellness, and social development through extracurricular and school-based sports and recreation programs;
10. Expand adaptive sports and inclusive recreation opportunities for youth with disabilities; 
11. Research, and where appropriate engage in, private and public partnership opportunities to support extracurricular and school-based sports, competitive sports programs, and recreation programs; 
12. Identify and recommend sources of public and private funding that can provide additional resources to community based organizations that operate competitive sports programs in the city; 
13. Identify how large sports institutions in the private sector, sports community based organizations, philanthropic foundations and higher education institutions can contribute to the development of competitive youth sports in the city; and
14. Perform such other relevant duties as the mayor may assign or that the office identifies as a result of its work.
g.  In performing the duties of the office, the director shall regularly consult with the commissioner of parks and recreation, or their designee; the commissioner of health and mental hygiene, or their designee; the director of the mayor’s office for people with disabilities, as established pursuant to executive order number 17 of 1990, as amended, or its successor office or agency, or their designee; the commissioner of youth and community development, or their designee; the chancellor of the city school district, or their designee; and any other agency or office the director deems necessary to further the duties of the office.
h. The office shall annually submit no later than January 31 to the mayor and speaker of the council a report on its findings and recommendations and shall post such report on a website established by such office. 
§ 2. This local law takes effect 90 days after it becomes law. 
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