Int. No. 337

By Council Members Narcisse and Louis
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A Local Law in relation to a study and report on fees and costs required to start and maintain a small business
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
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Section 1. a. Definitions. For purposes of this section, the following terms have the following meanings:
City. The term “city” means the city of New York.
Commissioner. The term “commissioner” means the commissioner of small business services.
Department. The term “department” means the department of small business services.
M/WBE. The term “M/WBE” means a minority- or women-owned business enterprise certified in accordance with section 1304 of the charter.
Small business. The term “small business” means a business that (i) is small, in accordance with the size standards set forth in section 121.201 of title 13 of the code of federal regulations, (ii) is not a franchise owned by a franchisee, as such terms are defined in section 681 of the general business law, and (iii) occupies commercial premises in the city.
b. Study. The commissioner shall conduct a study of fees and costs required to start and maintain a small business. Through such study, the commissioner shall:
1. Identify and analyze regulatory compliance fees and costs, including at a minimum:
(a) Certification, permitting, and licensing fees;
(b) Entity formation fees;
(c) Relevant taxes;
(d) Costs of providing insurance benefits to employees, including but not limited to health and disability insurance; and
(e) Waste removal costs;
2. Identify and analyze attorney fees;
3. Separately identify and analyze any fees and costs that are unique to small businesses that are M/WBEs; and 
4. In coordination with the commissioner of transportation, separately identify and analyze any fees and costs that are unique to small businesses located in neighborhoods that are underserved by public transportation. 
c. Report. No later than 180 days after the effective date of this local law, the commissioner shall submit to the mayor and the speaker of the council and post on the department’s website a report on the findings of the study conducted pursuant to subdivision b of this section. Such report shall include recommendations for legislation or regulatory actions that would achieve the objective of lowering or offsetting the fees and costs identified in such study, including distinct recommendations for lowering or offsetting fees and costs identified in such study that are unique to small businesses that are M/WBEs and small businesses located in neighborhoods that are underserved by public transportation.
§ 2. This local law takes effect immediately.
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