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INT. NO. 977:
By Council Members Ignizio, Chin, Dilan, Dromm, Eugene, Ferreras, Gentile, James, Koo, Lander, Mendez, Nelson, Williams, Wills, Halloran (in conjunction with the Mayor)

TITLE:
A Local Law in relation to waiving certain permit and inspection fees for the demolition, alteration, rebuilding or repair of certain buildings and systems damaged by the severe storm that occurred on October 29 and 30, 2012, commonly referred to as "Hurricane Sandy."

ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Amends article 112 of chapter 1 of title 28 by adding new section 28-112.10.
BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS:


On December 13, 2012, the Committee on Housing and Buildings, chaired by Council Member Erik Martin Dilan, will conduct a hearing on Int. No. 977, A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to waiving certain application, permit and inspection fees for the demolition, alteration, rebuilding or repair of certain buildings and systems damaged by the severe storm that occurred on October 29 and 30, 2012, commonly referred to as “Hurricane Sandy.” 
Hurricane Sandy caused heavy flooding, power outages, and widespread damage to buildings throughout the city. Some of the more severe damage to property in the city took place in communities such as the Rockaway Peninsula in Queens, the South Shore of Staten Island, and the Red Hook and Coney Island communities in Brooklyn. Following this storm, the Department of Buildings (DOB or Department) inspected 80,000 buildings and properties in areas affected by the storm and affixed to each building or lot a placard, indicating the condition of the property.
 Green placards specified that the property was hazard-free and with no restriction on entry, yellow placards indicated that there was some damage to the property and included instructions on entry limitations, and red placards meant that a building was seriously damaged and therefore unsafe to enter.
 As of November 29, there were 757 buildings with red tags and 6,179 buildings with yellow tags throughout the city.
 Around two hundred buildings were completely destroyed by the storm.
 
To aid communities in their recovery efforts and encourage the repair and reconstruction of buildings damaged by the storm, on November 12, 2012 Mayor Bloomberg issued Executive Order 172, suspending certain DOB fees for properties affected by Sandy.
 The Executive Order waived all fees for red placard buildings related to demolition applications and permits; alteration 1, 2 and 3 applications and permits to renovate and repair damaged structures; and new building applications and permits to rebuild structures that were completely destroyed. For all other buildings that were damaged by the storm, fees related to electrical and plumbing work were waived so long as a master plumber or electrician certified to the department that such damage was Sandy-related.
 Since November 12, the Mayor has re-issued this Executive Order a number of times to continue the same fee waivers set forth in the original order.
 
Int. No. 977 would establish the work that may be eligible for a DOB fee waiver and the timeframe for such waivers. In order to qualify for the waiver of all DOB fees, owners of buildings that were severely damaged or destroyed as indicated by a red placard or a notation in the Department’s records must submit their application for construction document approval or a permit before October 31, 2014. All other owners whose buildings require electrical or plumbing work as a result of Sandy would have to submit their application for construction document approval or a permit before January 31, 2013 in order to qualify for the fee waiver.
Today the Committee expects to hear testimony on this bill from the Department of Buildings, representatives of the real estate industry, and other interested parties. 

Int. 977
 
Bill section one amends Article 112 of Chapter 1 of Title 28 of the Administrative Code (Ad. Code) by adding new section 28-112.10. 

New section 28-112.10 is titled “Waiver of application, permit and inspection fees for certain work arising out of the storm that occurred on October 29 and 30, 2012.”  This section provides that the commissioner shall waive fees that would otherwise be required to be paid by the Ad. Code, Electrical Code, or the rules of the Department for applications, permits and inspections for certain work arising out of the storm that occurred on October 29 and 30, 2012 as provided in sub-sections 28-112.10.1 and 28-112.10.2. 
New sub-section 28-112.10.1 is titled “Eligible buildings.” An eligible building is defined as a building that, following the storm and pursuant to an inspection program established by the Department under an emergency order of the Mayor, is designated by the Department after an inspection through a notation on the Department’s records and/or by the posting of a red placard warning on the building or premises as seriously damaged and unsafe to enter or occupy or completely demolished and/or washed away. All DOB fees associated with applications, permits, and inspections for eligible buildings shall be waived for alteration work, demolition work, construction of new buildings and associated work, including but not limited to electrical and plumbing work. The Commissioner may request additional information from the applicant relating to the damage. Fee waivers will be available for all jobs where the initial application for construction document approval or, if no construction documents are required, application for a permit, is submitted on or after October 30, 2012 and before October 31, 3014. 
New sub-section 28-112.10.2 is titled “Storm related damage to electrical and plumbing systems.” This new sub-section provides that in buildings other than eligible buildings, fees shall be waived only for applications, permits and inspections for work related to plumbing and electrical systems damaged by the storm. Applicants must submit certification by a licensed master electrician or a licensed master plumber or fire suppression piping contractor that the proposed work is related to such storm damage. The Commissioner may request the applicant to submit additional information relating to the damage. Finally, this sub-section also provides that a fee waiver will be applicable for electrical and plumbing jobs where the initial application for construction document approval or, if no construction documents are required, application for a permit is submitted on or after October 30, 2012 and before January 31, 2013. 

Bill section two contains the enactment clause and provides that this local law shall take effect immediately.  

Int. No. 977

By Council Members Ignizio, Chin, Dilan, Dromm, Eugene, Ferreras, Gentile, James, Koo, Lander, Mendez, Nelson, Williams, Wills, and Halloran (in conjunction with the Mayor)
A LOCAL LAW

To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to waiving certain permit and inspection fees for the demolition, alteration, rebuilding or repair of certain buildings and systems damaged by the severe storm that occurred on October 29 and 30, 2012, commonly referred to as “Hurricane Sandy.”

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. The administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 28-112.10 to read as follows:

§28-112.10 Waiver of application, permit and inspection fees for certain work arising out of the storm that occurred on October 29 and 30, 2012. The commissioner shall waive the fees that would otherwise be required to be paid by this code, the electrical code or the rules of the department for applications, permits and inspections for certain work arising out of the storm that occurred on October 29 and 30, 2012 as provided in sections  28-112.10.1 and 28-112.10.2.

§28-112.10.1 Eligible buildings.   For the purposes of this article, eligible buildings are  those buildings that, following the storm and pursuant to an inspection program established by the department under an emergency order of the Mayor, are designated by the department after inspection through a notation on the department’s records and/or by the posting of a red placard warning on the building or premises as seriously damaged and unsafe to enter or occupy or completely demolished and/or washed away.  With respect to eligible buildings, fees associated with  applications, permits and inspections shall be waived for alteration work, demolition work, construction of new buildings and associated work, including but not limited to associated electrical and plumbing work.  The commissioner may request the applicant to submit additional information relating to the damage.  Waiver of such fees pursuant to this section shall be applicable for jobs where the initial application for construction document approval or, if no construction documents are required, application for permit is submitted on or after October 30, 2012 and before October 31, 2014.

§28-112.10.2  Storm related damage to electrical and plumbing systems.  In buildings other than eligible buildings, fees shall be waived only for applications, permits and inspections for work related to plumbing and electrical systems damaged by such storm.  Applicants must submit certification by a licensed master electrician or a licensed master plumber or fire suppression piping contractor that the proposed work is related to such storm damage. The commissioner may request the applicant to submit additional information relating to the damage.  Waiver of such fees pursuant to this section shall be applicable for jobs where the initial application for construction document approval or, if no construction documents are required, application for permit is submitted on or after October 30, 2012 and before January 31, 2013.


§2.  This local law shall take effect immediately.

� Office of the Mayor Press Release Nov. 12, 2012 � HYPERLINK "http://www.nyc.gov/html/dob/downloads/pdf/pr_storm_related_building_fees_waived.pdf" �http://www.nyc.gov/html/dob/downloads/pdf/pr_storm_related_building_fees_waived.pdf� 


� Department of Buildings Storm Cleanup Frequently Asked Questions � HYPERLINK "http://www.nyc.gov/html/dob/downloads/pdf/Storm_Cleanup_FAQs.pdf" �http://www.nyc.gov/html/dob/downloads/pdf/Storm_Cleanup_FAQs.pdf� 


� New York Daily News Buildings Dept. deems 7,500 structures dangerous November 29, 2012 � HYPERLINK "http://articles.nydailynews.com/2012-11-29/news/35466451_1_buildings-department-red-tags-buildings-dept" �http://articles.nydailynews.com/2012-11-29/news/35466451_1_buildings-department-red-tags-buildings-dept�   


� Id.


�Section 24 of the New York State Executive Law provides the Mayor with the authority to suspend any local laws, ordinances, or regulations, or parts thereof, which may prevent, hinder, or delay necessary action in coping with a disaster or recovery. Such suspension cannot, however, be declared for more than five days at a time. 


� Executive Order No. 172 Emergency Order Regarding Waiver of Building Department Permit Fees November 12, 2012. � HYPERLINK "http://www.nyc.gov/html/om/pdf/eo/eo_172.pdf" �http://www.nyc.gov/html/om/pdf/eo/eo_172.pdf� 


� The Executive Order waiving Department of Buildings Fees was re-issued on: November 17 (EO 178), November 22 (EO 182), November 27 (EO 187), December 2 (EO 190), December 7 (EO 193) and December 12 (EO ____). 
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