Res. No. 1058
..Title

Resolution calling on the New York State Legislature to pass, and the Governor to sign, A8220/S6086 and A9036/S6378, in relation to purchasing restrictions on persons boycotting Israel; and to amend the retirement and social security law, in relation to the investment of certain public funds in companies boycotting Israel. 

..Body

By Council Members Cohen, Deutsch, Garodnick, Greenfield, Grodenchik, Kallos, Koslowitz, Lancman, Levine, Maisel, Treyger, Rosenthal, Torres and Salamanca

Whereas, Israel is an ally of the United States and has a long-standing relationship with the City of New York; and 


Whereas, The City of New York has the largest population of Jewish residents in the nation, it is home to the largest Jewish community outside of Israel; and 


Whereas, The punitive economic measures the BDS Movement calls for are unfair to the Israeli people and harmful to the State’s economy, as well as potentially damaging to Israeli-U.S. relations; and 

Whereas, These boycotts undermine dialogue, economic cooperation, and political reconciliation between Israelis and Palestinians; and  


Whereas, In addition to economic consequences for Israel, the BDS Movement has been linked to the spread of anti-Semitic sentiment and rhetoric; and 

Whereas, Actions taken by the BDS Movement fuels tensions, rather than creating an environment where peace can be restored; and

Whereas, A8220/S6086, sponsored by Assembly member Charles Lavine and Senator Michael Gianaris respectively, and A.9036/S6378 sponsored by Assembly member Helen Weinstein and Senator Jack Martins would amend the New York State Finance Law by adding purchasing restrictions for persons or companies that are engaged in actions that are politically motivated and are intended to penalize, inflict economic harm on, or otherwise limit commercial relations within or controlled by the State of Israel; and 


Whereas, Pursuant to these bills, persons and entities engaged in boycotting Israel would be ineligible to contract with the State, except in limited circumstances; and 


Whereas, The Commissioner of General Services would be tasked to develop and maintain a public list of persons and companies engaged in boycotting the State of Israel; and 


Whereas, Persons or companies would be provided with written notice before being added to such public list, and would be given an opportunity to cease boycott activities; and 


Whereas, If a person or business  already contracting with the State fails to cease boycott activities, the State could take actions, including but not limited to, imposing sanctions, seeking compliance, recovering damages, or declaring the contractor in default; and  


Whereas, Under the proposed laws, no assets of any pension or annuity fund under the jurisdiction of the New York State Comptroller, would be invested in any bank or financial institution that directly or through a subsidiary boycotts Israel; and 

Whereas, The proposed laws would also divest public dollars or assets of the Common Retirement Fund from stocks, securities, or other obligations of any institution or company boycotting Israel; and


Whereas, The BDS Movement and its agenda is damaging the cause of peace, justice, equality, democracy, and human rights for all people in the Middle East; now, therefore, be it 


Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York call on the New York State Legislature to pass, and the Governor to sign, A8220/S6086 and A936/S6378, in relation to purchasing restrictions on persons boycotting Israel; and to amend the retirement and social security law, in relation to the investment of certain public funds in companies boycotting Israel. 
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