New York City Council
Memorandum in Support of Legislation
This memorandum is authored by the sponsor and explains the need for the legislation referenced below, in accordance with Rule 6.00(d) of the Rules of the Council.

Introduction Number:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Int. No. 1471

Prime Sponsors:
Council Member Powers

Bill Title:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to cats in retail food stores

Submitted by:
Council Member Keith Powers 

Justification:
Under current law, cats are not allowed in retail food stores, including bodegas and corner stores. Bodega cats are a near-ubiquitous feature of New York City corner stores and culture and can help in rodent and pest mitigation. Despite this, shop owners who have cats are subject to fines and no outreach programs exist to support the wellbeing of shop cats. 

With this bill, language explicitly banning cats in retail food stores will be removed from the City’s health code and programs will be created to offer free, voluntary vaccinations and spay and neuter services through the Office of Animal Welfare, in collaboration with the Department of Small Business Services. An outreach program will also be conducted to shop owners. This will ensure that shop cats are being taken care of and shop owners will have the resources they need to care for their cats. 
