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INTRODUCTION 
	On March 10, 2026, the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure (“Committee”), chaired by Majority Leader Shaun Abreu, conducted a hearing to vote on Int. No. 409-A, sponsored by Council Member Kevin Riley, in relation to bus lane restrictions. A previous version of Int. No. 409-A was heard at a hearing conducted on February 9, 2026. At this hearing, the Committee heard from representatives from the New York City (“NYC” or “City”) Department of Transportation (“DOT”), and other interested stakeholders.  
	On March 10, 2026, the Committee passed Int. No. 409-A by a vote of 11 in the affirmative, zero in the negative, and zero abstentions. 
BACKGROUND
Department of Transportation
DOT’s self-described mission is to provide for the safe, equitable, and sustainable movement of people and goods in NYC, while creating public spaces that strengthen the City’s communities.[footnoteRef:2] The agency’s vision is a transportation system that provides equitable mobility for all residents and visitors, while also being environmentally sustainable and built to adapt to the threat of climate change.[footnoteRef:3] DOT is responsible for a significant amount of the City’s public infrastructure, which includes planning, design, construction, maintenance, and management of roads, sidewalks, bridges, traffic signals, and signs.[footnoteRef:4] DOT has an annual operating budget of $1.5 billion and a 10-year $33.5 billion capital program, with nearly 6,000 employees.[footnoteRef:5] Overall, DOT manages: 6,300 miles of streets and highways; over 12,000 miles of sidewalk; approximately 800 bridges and tunnels; over one million street signs; 13,500 signalized intersections; nearly 400,000 streetlights; over 350 million linear feet of markings; 15,000 parking meters and 37 parking facilities; and the Staten Island Ferry.[footnoteRef:6]  [2:  NYC DOT, About DOT, available at https://www1.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/about/about.shtml.]  [3:  Id. ]  [4:  Id. ]  [5:  Id. ]  [6:  Id. ] 

Int. No. 409-A: Bus Lane Restrictions
The Metropolitan Transportation Authority (“MTA”) manages the largest transportation network in North America, serving a population of approximately 15.3 million people across a five-thousand square-mile travel area covering NYC, Long Island, southeastern New York State, and Connecticut.[footnoteRef:7] The MTA is made up of several operating agencies that include the NYC Transit Authority (“NYCTA”); the Long Island Rail Road Company; the Metro-North Commuter Railroad Company; MTA Bridges and Tunnels; and MTA Construction and Development.[footnoteRef:8] These operating entities are collectively referred to as the “MTA Agencies.” [7:  MTA, About the MTA, available at https://www.mta.info/about. ]  [8:  Id. ] 

NYCTA is responsible for managing, maintaining, and running bus service in the City.[footnoteRef:9] NYCTA’s bus fleet includes 5,800 vehicles that operate along 238 local bus routes, 20 Select Bus Service (“SBS”) routes, and 75 express bus routes throughout the City.[footnoteRef:10] In addition to bus service provided through the NYCTA, the MTA Bus Company also operates 44 local routes in the Bronx, Brooklyn and Queens, 43 express bus routes between Manhattan and the Bronx, Brooklyn, or Queens, and 3 SBS routes in Queens.[footnoteRef:11] While DOT is not responsible for bus service in NYC, it manages the SBS program in partnership with the MTA.[footnoteRef:12] DOT also works with the MTA in the siting of bus stops, as well as with the installation of bus lanes, bus priority treatments, and other bus infrastructure.[footnoteRef:13]  [9:  MTA, New York City Transit, available at https://new.mta.info/agency/new-york-city-transit.]  [10:  Id.]  [11:  MTA, MTA Bus Company, available at https://www.mta.info/agency/mta-bus-company. ]  [12:  NYC DOT, Better Buses Action Plan, 6 (2019), available at https://www.nyc.gov/html/brt/downloads/pdf/better-buses-action-plan-2019.pdf. ]  [13:  Id. ] 

Bus Lanes
As described by DOT, bus lanes are travel lanes restricted to buses only during certain hours of the day.[footnoteRef:14] All bus lanes are marked “Bus Only” and/or painted red, and have signs posted along the route with specific regulations.[footnoteRef:15] The two primary types of bus lanes used in NYC are curbside bus lanes and offset bus lanes.[footnoteRef:16] To catch bus lane violators, the City uses both police enforcement and bus lane cameras.[footnoteRef:17] Signs are posted along routes where bus lane cameras are in use to alert drivers.[footnoteRef:18] If an individual is caught driving, standing, or parking in a bus lane during the hours when the applicable restrictions are in effect, they face fines ranging from $50 to $250.[footnoteRef:19] [14:  NYC DOT, Bus Lane Rules, available at https://www.nyc.gov/html/brt/html/about/bus-lanes.shtml. ]  [15:  Id.]  [16:  Id.]  [17:  Id.]  [18:  Id.]  [19:  Id.] 

In addition, DOT has also increasingly been embracing the implementation of busways in recent years. Busways also employ marked bus lanes, but differ from bus lanes in that the whole roadway is allocated to buses and local access.[footnoteRef:20] There are currently seven busways in NYC,[footnoteRef:21] including the popular 14th Street Busway in Manhattan.[footnoteRef:22] Since launching in 2019, the 14th Street Busway has significantly enhanced bus service between Third and Ninth Avenues, successfully increasing bus speeds by as much as 24% and ridership by as much as 30%.[footnoteRef:23]  [20:  NYC DOT, Busways, available at https://www.nyc.gov/html/brt/html/busways/busways.shtml. ]  [21:  Id.]  [22:  NYC DOT, 14th Street Busway, available at https://www.nyc.gov/html/brt/html/routes/14th-street.shtml. ]  [23:  Id. ] 



LEGISLATIVE ANALYSIS
[bookmark: _Hlk220921102]Below is a brief summary of the legislation that was voted on today by this Committee. This summary is intended for informational purposes only and does not substitute for legal counsel. For more detailed information, review the full text of the bill which is included below.
Int. No. 409-A, A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to bus lane restrictions

Int. No. 409-A would require DOT to install at least 1 sign on each block where a bus lane restriction is in effect, subject to limited exceptions. Each such sign would indicate the days and hours of such bus lane restriction, and be clearly visible to drivers. DOT would also be required to post on its website the days and hours during which each bus lane restriction is in effect, searchable by street name. 
This local law would take effect 240 days after it becomes law.
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Int. No. 409-A
 
By Council Member Riley, Louis, Wong, Banks, Hankerson, Abreu, Ossé, Narcisse, Brooks-Powers, Ung, Stevens, Maloney, Schulman, Gutiérrez and Lee
 
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to bus lane restrictions
 
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
 
Section 1. Subchapter 2 of chapter 1 of title 19 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 19-162.6 to read as follows:
§ 19-162.6 Bus lane restrictions. a. The department shall install at least 1 sign on each block where a bus lane restriction is in effect, provided that the department shall not be required to install such a sign if: (i) the bus lane restriction at such block is in effect 24 hours a day, 7 days a week; or (ii) the department determines in its professional engineering judgment that such installation would be impracticable based on block length or other site-specific considerations. Each such sign shall indicate the days and hours of such bus lane restriction, and shall be clearly visible to drivers.
b. The department shall post on its website the days and hours during which each bus lane restriction is in effect. The information in such posting shall be searchable by street name.
c. Nothing in this section shall be deemed to affect the validity of a notice of violation or notice of liability issued for the failure of an operator of any vehicle to comply with a bus lane restriction.
§ 2. This local law takes effect 240 days after it becomes law.
 
 
BJR/TM
LS #8656
Int. #0647-2024
2/27/26 12:01PM

1

1

image1.png




