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Site History &
Community Engagement

Julissa Ferreras-Copeland




jectiv
Objective Amend the city map

and the zoning map

to transform Citi Field’s

asphalt surface parking lots into a
sports and entertainment district

which makes possible
the creation of a brand new
25-acre NYC public park.



The Choice

Keep the 50 acres of asphalt

Build something great for all

Our Big Idea

We can deliver on community
needs for good paying jobs,

deliver a 25+ acre public park, and
Improve transportation with
climate-resilent infrastructure by
winning one of the three gaming
licenses to build a world class
hotel-casino-live music venue here.

With gaming as our economic
engine, we will combine sports
(Mets, USTA, and NYCFC) and
entertainment to create New York’s
next great destination.



Gaming License Process

COMMUNITY LOCATION
ADVISORY SITING
COMMITTEE BOARD

GAMING
COMMISSION

SEPT 2024 JUNE 2025 OCT 2025 T
MAR 2025 SEPT 2025 NOV 2025 2025



Partnership

AT——

A8 METROPOLITAN PARK

Steve Cohen Jim Allen
New York Mets Hard Rock

Cheryl McKissack Bill Thompson Henry Cisneros

McKissack & McKissack Siebert Siebert



Design &
Development
Team

NYC-based team brings a global
reputation for excellence along
with deep civic and public-realm
experience:

SHoP Architects

Field Operations
STV

SLCE

Rockwell Group

VHB

Langan
Fried Frank




.‘_.; e - '-. 5
:.4 e .._"I' ; ,l
at e R e

: -.:d%_ e

oy |
. &
r )

ntext .,

~ v 7.2 | LaGUARDIA |§
U, ¢ ™S AIRPORT S
i!-

PP e O
gkl R " LN |=:i.|-'_

l‘l!"' : T L . . /
iy O I-IE...- Jll.- "'1:;.’2 4..-| ; IL..F- >
g ‘1 '_‘- R I :': _:II'_

" b

g

N R
B ; o) FEA)

LR R O

iz

L

{
s
it

! Ny
Fy- ilI 'il-_ -:: .

; 1 | il | o
oL e s P . '-‘ L I T i

w [
- ..|_‘£.i_.l|

¥ i ) Lo e g g‘_‘g#"{ FLUSHING

MEADOWS
CORONA

*

e,




The site today1sa = a3 %
barren expanse of f ¥

___ PLACE. .

B 1 , o : . i,]'ummw ' ;: | Fm-' il
| et 1 eassereLLE

ot




——.

ROBERT MosEs

CoOMEHIBEBIDNER
V. FAMLE ANDRCWS

- : fFADRAL By MTENDEIMT
‘I’a S a, a,.l 111 Ot THE CITY OF NEW YORK e
DEPAHTMENT OF PARKS S —
1 936 ~ JAMER A. BHIRREY
AH—EEHAL‘ fHILF CLERE
G4TH STREET AND FIFTH AVEMNLE
CEMTRAL PaRK
MNEW YoRK SITY
July 27 19%

fiorld's Fair Committes,

Board of Estimate and Apportionment.
Municipal Building,

Hew York City, N. Y

ROBERT MOSES pecr tros

The problem of furnishing parking space for wigitors to the
fiorld's Fair has been carefully studicd by the engineers of the City,

:‘:H M IEE l DHE'H: State ond Vorld's-Fair Corporation end it hus been comcluded that

additicnal™ lond for this purpose is needed imeedistely east of the
present easterly boundery line of the park betwesn Flushing Buy aand
the subway yard of the Interborough Repid Trensit Company. You will
récall that I did anet originully recommend EEEIEISHREIN ISR acquisition
but stated that the nhole questien-of parking should be studied carc-
fully before a decisienWES reached.

The plan which I recommend calls for teking zll of the land
P&rki E’paﬁe rﬂr 71 torﬂ shown on the attached map, boundcd on the south by 4lst Avenue, on the
3 ﬂ east by 126th Street, on the north by Northern Boulevard, snd on tne wost
P, . vl = - by the easterly boundary line of Flushing Mcadow Park. It algo requires
ﬂddltl Gnal lﬂ,ﬂd ﬂﬂgll 151 tiﬂn the acguisition of land ond the lend under witer north of Northern Boule-
vard between the State Borge Canal property and Flushing Meadow Park. It
_ should be noted thaot any land acquirec between Northern Boulevard and

Flushing Bay is primarily for protection snd for the construction of a boat
basin and not for parking end that the additionsl parking space will hawve

to be confined to the urca between Northern Boulevard and Roosevelt Avenue.
The assessed value of all the property progosed to be acquired as showm on
the attached map is §873,665 and coatainz 80 acres.

.bl:. be CG | iﬂEd tﬂ the E.LI'E-'E. bEtWEEH There are approximately 20 acres of city-owned lond north of
Roosevelt Avenue which are under leuse to the World's Foip Corporation

1 Hn i which can be made available for parking provided the additional
Nﬂrtherﬂ Bﬂﬂlﬁ?ﬂr{l d RGGEEVElt ﬁvﬂnuﬂt gxpzrtg proposed to be acquired south of Roosevclt Avenue ig leused to
the Fair Corporation ag u substitute for the 20 wcres mentioned above.
I recommend the acguisition of this addition te Flushing eadow

Park with the provision that the Vorld's Feir Corporation return to the
City the 20 acres now under lease which, together with the arez proposed

te be aequired, will furnish 2 perking spuce of S pTuximately 65 acres,



The site has been a swamp, a dump,
and a parking lot — never a public park

1913 1939 1942 1964 2009
SWAMP GARBAGE WORLD'S FAIR COMMUTER CITI FIELD
DUMP PARKING PARKING PARKING PARKING

LOT LOT LOT LOT




How we gathered
public input

4 Years
COMMUNITY INPUT

19000"'

MEETINGS WITH
COMMUNITY LEADERS

16

COMMUNITY
WORKSHOPS

1,800

RESIDENTS
ATTENDED

209 000+

PETITIONS
SIGNED
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What are the most important gualities

Living Wage

£




Here’s
What We
Heard

EXPAND OPEN SPACE

CLIMATE READY

365DAY USE

ATHLETIC FIELDS
BIKE PATHS

HOTEL WITH CASINO
AND LIVE MUSIC VENUE

i
P Sl 4

|

CREATE JOBS

SUPPORT LOCAL &
MWBE BUSINESSES

COMMUNITY INPUT

ACCESS TO WATERFRONT

BARS AND RESTAURANTS



Unprecendented

All Six Community Boards
Vote In Support

CB7

k:; Leinwa -‘l,-"

e
lale

Neighborhoods
11/21/24 Jackson Heights, East Elmhurst
12/10/24 Corona, Elmhurst
11/13/24 Rego Park, Forest Hllls
11/18/24 Flushing, Whitestone, College Point
11/13/24 Kew Gardens Hill, Pomonok
11/12/24 Richmond Hill, Woodhaven

ynion

CB8

Maspeth

Metropolitan AV e

83% S

Bushwick

Jamaica

Vote in Support

Rochdale




Site Design

Gregg Pasquarelli



Highways Divide Neighborhoods from the Park
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ORIGINAL VISION 1939 WORLD’S FAIR PLAN SINCE 1964



Reconnecting the Park to the Bay and Neighborhoods




The Shape of New York
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METROPOLITAN
SBRRKO™C

25 Acres of Public Park Space

Bars & Restaurants

Sportsbook

Live Music Venue

Solar Panels On Structured Parking
Hotel Towers

Gaming Facility

Tailgate Park

Conference Spaces

Public Plaza

Queens Food Hall & Community Space
Community Athletic Fields
Playground

Renovated, Accessible Train Station
Bike Paths

Future NYCFC Soccer Stadium

Willets Point Housing

Willets Point Hotel

Future Ferry
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Mapping Actions

David Karnovsky



Land Use Actions 1 CITYMAP CHANGE

A. Parkdemapping
B.  Street demapping
C. _ Street mapping

D: Park mapping

2 ZONING MAP AMENDMENT
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PARKLAND

DEMAP PARKLAND
24.84 ACRES

DEMAP PARKLAND AT ELEVATION ABOVE GRADE (BRIDGE)
0.27 ACRES

DEMAP STREET
1.43 ACRES

MAP STREET
0.66 ACRES

MAP NEW PARKLAND
0.77 ACRES

rand
entral
kwy

Whitestone Expy

Seaver Wy

10/24/24
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Map
Amendment

Proposed Zoning Map (10a & 10b) - Area being rezoned is outlined with dotted lines

Rezoning from R3-2 to C8-4
Establishing new C8-4 district




Process « The state gaming process requires

Requirements approval of all local zoning requirements
orior to consideration for a license, which
iIncludes this ULURP application.

» Alienation legislation is required for any
parkland demapping and is being
pursued concurrently with this ULURP
application.

o If approved by City Council, the city map
change will only take effect if legislation is
adopted and a license is granted.



Community Benefits

Michael “Sully” Sullivan



Metropolitan Park is
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Renovated & accessible train station

Hard Rock Hotel with casino gaming and
conference space

e Live Music Venue
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 Taste of Queens food hall
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o Prioritize local hiring and exceed 30% MWBE
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« Improved road network, new bike paths, and
pedestrian walkways
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Union Project

» Hotel and Gaming Trades Council

» Building and Construction Trades

o Carpenters

e Painters, Local 9

e Electrical Workers, Local 3

e LIUNA New York, Laborers Local 79

« Cement and Concrete Laborers, Local 20
e Plumbers, Local |

HOTEL AND GAMING
TRADES COUNCIL
AFL-CIO

BUILDING AND CONSTRUCTION
TRADES COUNCIL OF
GREATER NEW YORK (BCTC)
AFL-CIO




MWBE

Goal is to exceed 307%

HIRE & TRAIN LOCALLY

We are signing partnership
agreements with culturally
competent local community based
organizations to make sure we are

reaching the diverse populations
of NYC and beyond.

Whenever possible, we will have a
Queens hiring priority.



$1 Billion Dollars

Commitment to Queens

$320 Million
$480 Million
$163 Million

$150 Million

$25 Million

Public Park & Athletic Fields (25 acres)
Accessible MTA Station & Climate Improvements
Community Improvement Fund

Taste of Queens & Community Space

Neighborhood Projects



Metropolitan Park is a
once-in-a-generation opportunity to
transform 50 acres of asphalt into a
sports and entertainment destination
with a 25 acre public park.

If we fail to seize this opportunity, this
land will remain a parking lot until at
least the year 2105.

With the best location in NY and

over $1 Billion in community benefits,
we will deliver the most for New York
City residents with one of these licenses.




METROPOLITAN
SBRRKO™C

25 Acres of Public Park Space

Bars & Restaurants

Sportsbook

Live Music Venue

Solar Panels On Structured Parking
Hotel Towers

Gaming Facility

Tailgate Park

Conference Spaces

Public Plaza

Queens Food Hall & Community Space
Community Athletic Fields
Playground

Renovated, Accessible Train Station
Bike Paths

Future NYCFC Soccer Stadium

Willets Point Housing

Willets Point Hotel

Future Ferry
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