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          1  ZONING AND FRANCHISES

          2                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: Good morning,

          3  everyone. I'd like to call this meeting of the

          4  Subcommittee on Zoning and Franchises to order.

          5                 Joining me are Committee members

          6  Simcha Felder, Larry Seabrook, Helen Sears, Mike

          7  McMahon, Kendall Stewart and Larry Seabrook. Did I

          8  miss anyone?

          9                 And joining us is David Yassky, who

         10  has an item on the agenda today.

         11                 Let me, first of all, go through the

         12  agenda and then we'll go to the one item we're

         13  actually hearing today. The East River Realty

         14  applications, which lies within Council Member

         15  Garodnick's district, we will be -- we had the

         16  public hearing, we were going to have a vote today,

         17  he has asked that the vote be laid over. They are in

         18  negotiations with the applicant and things are going

         19  forward, so we will lay the vote over on that item.

         20                 70 Wyckoff Avenue rezoning is also

         21  being laid over to the next meeting. That is in

         22  Council Member Reyna's district. The 31st Street

         23  rezoning, which is in Council Member Vallone's

         24  district is also, at his request, being laid over.

         25                 So, the only item we have is
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          2  Wallabout Street renaming. C060377 ZMK. An

          3  application to change from an M1-2 district to an

          4  R7-1 district. And I will call up representatives of

          5  the applicant to give their presentation.

          6                 MS. DICKSON: Good morning. I'm

          7  Jennifer Dickson, from Herrick Feinstein. I'm here

          8  with Kevin Fullington, and we're here on behalf of

          9  Thomas Klein, who is the applicant for the Wallabout

         10  Street rezoning.

         11                 The rezoning is, as you can see in

         12  the map in which is also on the handout, is a half

         13  block. It's founded by Wallabout Street, Flushing

         14  Avenue, Lee and then Bedford is on the west end of

         15  the block. It's in the very southern end of

         16  Williamsburg in Brooklyn. The area right now is

         17  zoned M1-2, and we're proposing to rezone it to an

         18  R7-1, with a C2-4 commercial overlay.

         19                 The area is somewhat mixed use,

         20  although there is definitely a residential trend in

         21  the east and in the south. The rezoning area itself

         22  is primarily vacant. The applicant's property, which

         23  makes up the majority of the area, is a vacant

         24  knitting factory. It's been vacant for several years

         25  since 2003, and there are a few two- and three-story
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          2  buildings along Flushing, which are currently

          3  commercial, local retail and there are a few

          4  residential uses which will actually be brought into

          5  conformance when the property is rezoned.

          6                 The applicant proposes two

          7  residential buildings, one along Flushing, one along

          8  Wallabout Street. They will be six stories each. He

          9  proposes to build them pursuant to the quality

         10  housing program, so they'll be contextual, they will

         11  fit in with the surrounding neighborhood. They will

         12  have approximately 110 residential units. He plans

         13  for them to be rental units. They'll be separated in

         14  between by an open space that will be common to all

         15  residents of the building.

         16                 These are just some renderings. The

         17  proposal was approved by the City Planning

         18  Commission and the community board and the Borough

         19  President, and that's basically the summary of the

         20  proposal. We would be happy to answer any questions.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: Council Member

         22  Yassky, would you like to make a statement?

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Thank you, Mr.

         24  Chair. I won't take the Committee's time. This is I

         25  think a fairly straightforward application. I
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          2  support it. This is a residential, as the witness

          3  said, is mixed use here but this area has become

          4  predominantly residential, will continue to become

          5  that. This kind of fills in a little bit of a space

          6  on the edge of what is now, you know, wholly

          7  residential and it's an appropriate thing to do, so

          8  I support it. Thank you.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: Thank you.

         10                 Any questions from Committee members?

         11                 Seeing none, thank you.

         12                 Is there anybody signed up to speak

         13  on this item?

         14                 Seeing no one signed up to speak, I

         15  will close the public hearing on this item, and in a

         16  moment we will ask for the vote.

         17                 I will ask Counsel to call the vote.

         18  Chair recommends approval.

         19                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Chairman

         20  Avella.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: Aye.

         22                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         23  Felder.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

         25                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member
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          2  McMahon.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye.

          4                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

          5  Seabrook.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye.

          7                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

          8  Sears.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

         10                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         11  Stewart.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye.

         13                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: By a vote of

         14  six in the affirmative, none in the negative, no

         15  abstentions, LU 687 is referred to the full Land Use

         16  Committee.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: Thank you. I will

         18  be recessing this meeting, because we will be

         19  reconvening at a certain point to vote on the item

         20  on Council Member Garodnick's district, the East

         21  River Realty.

         22                 So, this meeting is recessed.

         23                 (Hearing recessed at 10:10 a.m.)

         24                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: I'd like to

         25  temporarily reopen the meeting to allow Council
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          2  Member Katz to vote on the one item.

          3                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Katz.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye.

          5                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: The vote stands

          6  seven in the affirmative, none in the negative, no

          7  abstentions.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: And once again,

          9  this meeting is recessed.
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          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter, do hereby certify that the

         11  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         12  within proceeding.

         13                 I further certify that I am not

         14  related to any of the parties to this action by

         15  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         16  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         17                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         18  set my hand this 4th day of March 2008.
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