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          1  COMMITTEE ON CULTURAL AFFAIRS

          2                 CHAIRPERSON RECCHIA: The Cultural

          3  Affairs Committee Hearing on June 12th, 2006 is

          4  going to begin.

          5                 Good Morning, ladies and gentlemen.

          6  It is my pleasure to welcome all of you to City Hall

          7  this afternoon and to this hearing on the Cultural

          8  Affairs Committee.

          9                 Today we will be hearing testimony,

         10  taking a vote on Resolution 338, which will

         11  designate June of 2006 as Caribbean Heritage Month.

         12                 American-Caribbeans are among the

         13  oldest immigrant groups in New York City today.

         14  Countless extraordinary New Yorkers, ranging from

         15  Alexander Hamilton to Colin Powell, have been of

         16  Caribbean ancestry.

         17                 These Caribbean-Americans have not

         18  only shaped the City we live in today, but have also

         19  had a measurable impact on the country as a whole.

         20                 Caribbean Immigrants today represent

         21  a large and growing percent of our population.  In

         22  many communities throughout the five boroughs,

         23  Caribbean New Yorkers are working hard to provide

         24  for their families and build a better life for their

         25  children.
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          2                 New York Caribbean communities are a

          3  vital part of our communities that are working

          4  together to improve neighborhoods all over the City.

          5                 It is entirely appropriate that the

          6  City recognize the extraordinary contributions of

          7  Caribbean Americans.  This Resolution is the first

          8  step towards ensuring that New Yorkers of Caribbean

          9  ancestry receive the recognition and appreciation

         10  that they so richly deserve.

         11                 At this time, I'll ask my colleague,

         12  Council Member Yvette Clarke, who introduced

         13  Resolution 338, to say a few words.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE:  First of all,

         15  let me just thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.  This

         16  was a resolution that was recently introduced in

         17  light the designation of June as the -- from the

         18  federal level, as Caribbean-American Heritage Month,

         19  and we had been reached out to by folks in

         20  Washington, D.C., they're reaching out to

         21  legislative bodies throughout the nation where we

         22  find significant members and numbers of people of

         23  the Caribbean-American ancestry, and you really

         24  picked up the mantle to make this happen today, so

         25  we are truly grateful.
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          2                 I would like to also thank the

          3  members of the community who are taking time from

          4  their busy schedules during this budget season to

          5  hear this resolution.  As a proud Caribbean-American

          6  person myself, this is a resolution that really

          7  acknowledges that throughout our City we have people

          8  coming from every nation in the Caribbean Sea, be it

          9  Spanish speaking, English speaking, French speaking,

         10  Dutch speaking, that have been coming for

         11  generations to make America their home, to add to

         12  the fabric, to build and incorporate their talents,

         13  their abilities to the making of this nation.  And

         14  as you've stated in your opening statement, from

         15  Alexander Hamilton, who came from the nation of

         16  Nieves, to Colin Powell who was a General under Bill

         17  Clinton and then Secretary of State under George

         18  Bush, to artists, renowned artists, renowned

         19  intellects, such as Arthur Schomburg, the list goes

         20  on and on, so we are really just happy that we can

         21  join our voice with people throughout this nation to

         22  say we will acknowledge the contributions that are

         23  made by people from the Dominican Republic, from

         24  Puerto Rico, Haiti, from Jamaica, from Trinidad,

         25  Barbados, from St. Kitts Nieves, from Dominicana,
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          2  across the board throughout the Caribbean, the third

          3  border to the United States of American, we are

          4  here, we have contributed, and we would like to

          5  continue to share our talents and make our voices

          6  known, as we move forward year to year in the month

          7  of June.

          8                 Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman,

          9  and members of the Committee, for hearing this

         10  resolution today.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON RECCHIA:  Thank you very

         12  much.

         13                 At this time, I call Dr. Kendall

         14  Stewart.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART:  Thank you,

         16  Mr. Chair, or I should say, the cultural czar of New

         17  York City.

         18                 I am particularly proud to be

         19  associated with this Resolution for the fact that

         20  Caribbean-Americans have played such an important

         21  role in the development of this country and this

         22  City, and also in terms of the full history of the

         23  United States, even in the days before the

         24  Revolution.

         25                 I am here today to show my full
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          2  support and from now onwards, we will call the June

          3  month Caribbean-American Heritage Month, and we are

          4  going to celebrate that.

          5                 I want to at least, at this time, let

          6  folks know that on June 29th, we will be culminating

          7  this June month celebration by having the June

          8  Caribbean-American Heritage celebration at City

          9  Hall, June 29th at City Hall, 5:30 p.m. I am asking

         10  each and every one to come and participate and enjoy

         11  this rich full culture of Caribbean people.

         12                 Once again, I am happy to be

         13  associated with this resolution.  Thank you very

         14  much.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON RECCHIA:  Thank you.

         16  Yes, Ms. Clarke.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE:  Thank you,

         18  Mr. Chairman.  In highlighting our illuminaries, I

         19  forgot to indicate that our Council, in addition to

         20  myself, have a number of members who are also of

         21  Caribbean-American heritage.  Council Member

         22  Stewart, being an immigrant from the nation of St.

         23  Vincent in the Grenadines, English-speaking

         24  Caribbean-American, distinguished in his own right

         25  and a member of this legislative body, but I am sure
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          2  you know that the list goes on and on.  We have two

          3  members of this body who are from the Dominican

          4  Republic, Council Member Miguel Martinez, Council

          5  Member Diana Reyna. We have several members coming

          6  from the Island Nation of Puerto Rico.  The list,

          7  let me see if I can go through it without missing

          8  anyone, Joel Rivera, Maria Baez, Melissa

          9  Mark-Viverito, Rosie Mendez, Maria del Carmen

         10  Arroyo.  We have -- did I say Maria Baez?  Yes, I

         11  said Maria Baez.  Come on, you can help me, Mr.

         12  Chairman.  Did I miss anyone?

         13                 CHAIRPERSON RECCHIA:  Erik Dilan.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE:  Erik Dilan.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON RECCHIA:  Erik Martin

         16  Dilan.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: That's right.

         18                 Sara Gonzalez.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON RECCHIA: Leroy Comrie.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE:  Leroy Comrie.

         21                 Are we missing anyone?

         22                 CHAIRPERSON RECCHIA:  No, I think you

         23  got them all.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE:  I think we

         25  got them all.
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          2                 This body is loaded with people of

          3  Caribbean-American Heritage.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON RECCHIA:  And Annabel

          5  Palma.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE:  And Annabel

          7  Palma.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON RECCHIA:  Okay, at this

          9  time I call on Council Member Leroy Comrie.

         10                 Leroy. Our majority leader.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Thank you, Mr.

         12  Chair.

         13                 I want to thank Council Member Clarke

         14  for sponsoring this resolution today, and following

         15  the lead of Congress Member Barbara Lee, who is

         16  doing this on a national level.  It is important

         17  that we do recognize and formally this unique

         18  population, which I am proud to be a member of. As a

         19  person born here but of Caribbean parents, I

         20  sometimes am forgotten, because I don't carry an

         21  accent, but truly my heritage has been something

         22  that I am quite proud of.  And I'm quite proud of

         23  the fact that I have been able to represent my

         24  community and the Caribbean community in our Queens

         25  strongly and very actively.  And it has been
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          2  important that we try to institutionalize this

          3  effort as much as possible to make sure that, you

          4  know, with all of the things that are going on, that

          5  we take an opportunity to look and really highlight

          6  all of the wonderful contributions that people from

          7  the entire Caribbean diaspore has made to this

          8  wonderful City that we live in.

          9                 From the beginnings of this City,

         10  there has been a strong Caribbean presence, and I am

         11  glad to see that the Institute of Caribbean Studies

         12  is going to testify and hopefully he can eliminate

         13  some of the pre history.  But clearly, we need to

         14  make sure that our children, and our children's

         15  children understand, that there is an opportunity to

         16  make new history every day, and hopefully this month

         17  will stimulate that, and making sure that this is

         18  done on a yearly basis, will encourage people to

         19  have some ethnic pride from wherever they are to

         20  ensure that we continue to make sure that as the

         21  City grows and becomes a City for all people, that

         22  all people have an opportunity to celebrate their

         23  own personal culture and heritage and pride.

         24                 So, thank you, Council Member Clarke,

         25  for introducing this resolution.  I am glad to be a
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          2  sponsor of it and I look forward to its passage in a

          3  few minutes.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON RECCHIA: Thank you very

          5  much.  First, at this time I'd like to call -- I

          6  would like to introduce the members who are here

          7  today.  We have Jimmy Vacca from the Bronx, Dr.

          8  Kendall Stewart from Brooklyn, Dan Garodnick from

          9  the wonderful Borough of Manhattan, Yvette Clarke

         10  from Brooklyn, Leroy Comrie from Queens, Eric Gioia

         11  from Queens, Domenic M. Recchia, Jr. from Brooklyn.

         12                 At this time we call Michael Roberts,

         13  Editor of New York Caribbean News. And entering the

         14  room is Thomas White, from the wonderful Borough of

         15  Queens also.

         16                 Go ahead, Mr. Roberts.

         17                 MR. ROBERTS:  Thank you. My name is

         18  Michael Roberts, I am the Editor of New York Carib

         19  News, the oldest and most respected

         20  Caribbean-American newspaper in the United States.

         21                 Thank you for giving me the

         22  opportunity to speak to you today on an issue that

         23  is both timely and important.

         24                 Today, nobody can doubt the sterling

         25  contribution of Caribbean-Americans to the growth
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          2  and development of America.  And it's been a long

          3  history of proven commitment for those who have made

          4  this country their adopted homeland.  That our

          5  ancestry from Africa labored without reward or

          6  recompense in the dark days of slavery underscores

          7  the stake that Caribbean-Americans have here in

          8  2006.  And for the ignorant and uniformed few who

          9  consider Caribbean-Americans outsiders, just

         10  sponging on the bountiful American hospitality, I

         11  say this:  Read your history.

         12                 It is indeed the history of

         13  Caribbean-Americans in America that makes the case

         14  for a Caribbean Heritage Month.  We are asking to be

         15  recognized for our contributions to American

         16  development just as other immigrants have been.  We

         17  feel that we should be afforded this as a right,

         18  since we have paid our dues and then some.

         19                 From the early days when it used to

         20  be the politically correct thing to deny one's

         21  Caribbean-American roots, to the pride in our

         22  history and our contributions to our adopted

         23  homeland, Caribbean-Americans have come of age.

         24                 Indeed, early Caribbean immigrants

         25  only wanted to assimilate into the American
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          2  mainstream. Don't rock the boat.  Hide your

          3  Caribbean identity.  Speak "Yankee" in a few days.

          4  Never speak in public about the "old country."  But

          5  even with this sentiment finding favor among certain

          6  sections of the growing Caribbean-American

          7  community, Caribbean nationals, later to be fully

          8  assimilated into American life by the honorific name

          9   "Caribbean-Americans," formed alliances, and

         10  remained at the vanguard of the Black struck in

         11  their adopted homeland.

         12                 Today, the term "Caribbean-American"

         13  is synonymous with hard work, a growing community of

         14  highly literate and skilled people, a landed

         15  immigrant community taking hold and fashioning with

         16  a true "Caribbean flavor" all those areas of

         17  American infrastructure, from government to

         18  religion.  And while there is still some ways to go,

         19  nobody can dare diminish the outstanding

         20  contribution that these immigrants from the

         21  Caribbean have made and continue to make in the

         22  American scene.

         23                 Still, many stores are told even

         24  today about the early Caribbean immigrants who waged

         25  those initial struggles to be accepted by black, and
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          2  white America, and for economic well being.  For the

          3  most part, these early immigrants, many of whom came

          4  from the middle and professional classes in their

          5  various Caribbean island homelands, were forced to

          6  take low-paying, menial jobs on the way up the

          7  social and economic ladder. They drove taxis, tended

          8  bar, worked in people's kitchens as housemaids, and

          9  did two and sometimes three jobs, to help the family

         10  here and "back home."

         11                 And in today's climate of xenophobia,

         12  and the sustained attack on the immigrant community,

         13  Caribbean-Americans living here remind you that they

         14  are not all "wards of the state," are not "on

         15  welfare" and are not sponging on taxpayers money.

         16  Indeed, the Caribbean-American experience and

         17  achievement in the United States, and their

         18  unequalled penchant for hard work is chronicled in

         19  the pages of Black History. And there can be

         20  absolutely no doubt that starting with the American

         21  War of Independence, Caribbean-Americans have been

         22  involved and at the forefront of every major

         23  struggle in the liberation of Black America and

         24  America as a whole.

         25                 From the War of Independence to the
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          2  New Deal to the Civil Rights era, the

          3  Caribbean-American record in their adopted homeland

          4  is one of which generations yet unborn can be proud.

          5  Beginning with Crispus Arrucks, the Barbadian man

          6  who was the first casualty of the War of

          7  Independence, to modern day leaders all over the

          8  country, Caribbean-Americans have excelled.  Hard

          9  work, dedication, and a commitment to excellence at

         10  all and every level have marked their sojourn in

         11  American.  Today, this large, dynamic, and growing

         12  community is recognized as one of the most affluent,

         13  educated and upwardly mobile ones within the white

         14  or black community and the American society as a

         15  whole.

         16                 Despite many hardships,

         17  Caribbean-Americans have focused on getting ahead.

         18  Now the early generations of immigrants is almost

         19  retired, own their own homes, and have sent their

         20  children to college.  They have also educated

         21  themselves along the way. This rising middle class

         22  has only now begun to flex its political muscle

         23  since economic and social tasks have largely now

         24  been completed.

         25                 First and second generation of
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          2  Caribbean-Americans, those born here in America,

          3  have helped this community to put down its roots,

          4  thus becoming an important part of American life.

          5                 These new torchbearers will build and

          6  solidify the foundations started by the tremendous

          7  hard work, sacrifices and tenacity that their

          8  grandfathers and fathers have built.

          9                 On their journey, Caribbean-Americans

         10  have drawn on the achievements of many who traced

         11  their roots to the Caribbean region in the persons

         12  of Hulan Jack, a legendary trade unionist, Raymond

         13  Jones, "The Fox of Harlem," and one of the first

         14  Caribbean-American members of New York's City

         15  Council, the king-maker, Fred Samuels.

         16                 Upon the shoulders of these

         17  pioneering Caribbean-American leaders now stand a

         18  modern generation of new leaders in all areas of

         19  American life.  The entertainment industry is

         20  littered with the names and achievements of

         21  Caribbean-American actors like Cecily Tyson, whose

         22  portrayal of Harriet Tubman, the legendary black

         23  freedom fighter, is considered a classic, Harry

         24  Belafonte, singer, actor, activist, and ambassador

         25  of goodwill, and Sydney Poitier, an exquisite actor
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          2  of film and television.  Today's crop of actors who

          3  trace their roots to the Caribbean are no less

          4  impressive and include Sheryl Ralph and Delroy Lindo

          5  from Jamaica.

          6                 Two Caribbean-Americans, former

          7  Congresswoman Shirley Chisholm the first elected

          8  black woman to the United States Congress, and

          9  Congressman Mrvyn Dymally, were indefatigable

         10  fighters for the cause of blacks.  Both have made

         11  their marks on national and international politics.

         12  As did the deceased Stokely Carmichael, now Kwame

         13  Toure, was born in the Trinidad and Tobago, and who

         14  excelled during the Civil Rights/Black Power era in

         15  the United States.  Of course, the work and

         16  dedication of the late Cleveland Robinson, a

         17  Jamaican who marched with Dr. Martin Luther King,

         18  Jr., and who helped him plot the course of the

         19  Civil Rights struggle, also stands out, as well as

         20  his lifelong commitment to workers rights in the

         21  trade union movement.

         22                 Retired General Colin Powell, the

         23  youngest Chief of Staff of the United States Armed

         24  Forces and former United Stated Secretary of State,

         25  was blessed by having a Jamaican mother and father.
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          2                 Minister Louis Farrakhan, leader of

          3  the powerful and influential Nation of Islam, traces

          4  his roots to the tiny Caribbean Island of St. Kitts.

          5  And the legendary Malcolm X's mother came from the

          6  revolutionary Island of Grenada, while is father was

          7  a Jamaican.

          8                 Today, New York is home to a little

          9  over 1 million Caribbean-Americans, and while there

         10  is still some way to go, Caribbean-Americans have

         11  prospered and excelled.

         12                 Indeed, the impressive list of

         13  achievements reflects strong and bold strides in

         14  every area in the fight for social and economic

         15  justice.

         16                 Caribbean-Americans have partnered

         17  with African-Americans in forging a common

         18  understanding and a need to work in each other's

         19  interests.  Not only that, Caribbean-Americans have

         20  reached out to other immigrant communities to

         21  broaden the base of the socio-economic and political

         22  struggle.

         23                 This natural dynamic has spawned the

         24  likes of Assemblyman Nick Perry, Former City

         25  Councilwoman Una Clarke, Council Member Yvette D.
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          2  Clarke, Councilman Dr. Kendall B. Stewart, deceased

          3  Assemblywoman Pauline Rhodd Cummings, former City

          4  Councilman Reverend Lloyd Henry and State Senator

          5  John Sampson in the present political arena.

          6                 Social and educational interaction

          7  has produced Nobel Prize winner, the St. Lucian

          8  playwright Derek Walcott, the novelist Paulie

          9  Marshall, the basketball star, Patrick Ewing and

         10  many, many others.

         11                 So this record of not remaining aloof

         12  from the fracas that is American life and politics

         13  is clearly outlined in Black historical records.

         14  Caribbean-Americans  have had to contend with

         15  similar problems faced by African-Americans, and

         16  then some more.  They have had to deal with the

         17  problems of racism and discrimination.  They have

         18  been used as handy scapegoats when opportunistic

         19  politicians needed a vulnerable group of people to

         20  beat up on.   And they have been used as an witting

         21  tool against each other in the devious tactics of

         22  divide, rule and conquer.

         23                 Recent problems of having to come to

         24  grips with a horrendous xenophobic climate and some

         25  very draconian immigration laws that all but say to
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          2  immigrants "you are not welcome here," has literally

          3  placed this community under siege.  And compounding

          4  these problems is the pervasive nature of neo-racism

          5  which hits all Blacks, not only Caribbean-Americans.

          6    For many Caribbean Americans, like their

          7  African-American brothers and sisters, education is

          8  the key to liberation and thousands have taken

          9  advantage of these opportunities in the United

         10  States.  They have succeeded, despite the constant

         11  changing of the rules and the shifting of the bar to

         12  perpetuate a program of exclusion.

         13                 The Caribbean-American contribution

         14  to American history is a saga of struggle,

         15  dedication and commitment to success.

         16  Caribbean-Americans have defied all odds and

         17  surmounted every obstacle along the way.  They have

         18  formed alliances and forged new partnerships to

         19  defend and protect common interests.  They have

         20  brought their political savviness to the Black

         21  liberation struggle and American politics as a

         22  whole. They have made American richer for the

         23  experience.

         24                 Mr. Chairman, it is for these reasons

         25  that a Caribbean Heritage Month is not only just the
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          2  right thing to do, but in so doing would publicly

          3  pay tribute to a people who have given America much

          4  an asked very little in return.  Thank you.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON RECCHIA:  Thank you very

          6  much, Mr. Roberts.  And I agree with you that it is

          7  time that we recognize June as Caribbean Heritage

          8  Month and recognize those people that contributed to

          9  us.  I never knew that Harry Belafonte was of

         10  Caribbean decent.

         11                 MR. ROBERTS: That is correct.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON RECCHIA: All right, calm

         13  down. All right, we learn everything, okay?

         14                 Does any of my colleagues have any

         15  questions?

         16                 I would like to thank you.

         17                 MR. ROBERTS: Thank you so much.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART:  I don't have

         19  a question.  But I have a statement.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON RECCHIA:  Oh, you have a

         21  statement?  Go ahead.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: I was just

         23  making notes here, because I don't think most of you

         24  may know the history, the fact that my Great Uncle

         25  Hugh Mulzac, which is the brother of my grandmother,
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          2  was the first black man to Captain a U.S. Merchant

          3  Marine Ship, making several trips from the United

          4  States to Europe in the Second World War.

          5                 MR. ROBERTS: Correct.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: And if you

          7  look up the records you will see that Hugh Mulzac,

          8  and you would know that Hugh Mulzac was the first

          9  black man to captain a US Merchant Marine Ship.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON RECCHIA: That's great.

         11  See, we have to add that to Mr. Robert's testimony.

         12  I want to thank you. If you would just leave us a

         13  copy?

         14                 MR. ROBERTS: Yes.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON RECCHIA: Next, we would

         16  like to call Mr. Skinner, Ernest Skinner, to

         17  testify.  And as he is making his way up, we are

         18  going to call a vote right now, because we have a

         19  quorum. I don't want to lose the quorum. I want to

         20  make sure this resolution gets on the agenda for

         21  tomorrow.  So, I am going to ask that this

         22  resolution be called, then we will hear the

         23  testimony of Mr. Ernest Skinner.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Resolution 338.

         25  Council Member Reccia.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON RECCHIA:  Yes.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Comrie.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE:  Yes.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Gioia.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA:  I would like

          7  to vote yes, and also to commend the Chairman on

          8  this resolution, which I think it is very important

          9  to the City. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Garodnick.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK:  Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Dickens.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Vacca.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK:  White.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK:  By a vote of seven in

         19  the affirmative, zero in the negative, no

         20  abstentions, the item is adopted.

         21                 Council Members, please sign the

         22  Committee report. Thank you.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON DOMENIC RECCHIA:  Yes, I

         24  will keep the vote open.

         25                 Now Mr. Skinner, your testimony.
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          2  Welcome to City Hall.

          3                 ERNEST SKINNER:  Good afternoon,

          4  lades and gentleman. My name is Ernest Skinner and I

          5  am representing the Institute of Caribbean Studies,

          6  which is based in Washington D.C., and which has

          7  undertaken the goal of having Caribbean Heritage

          8  Month declared nationally.

          9                 I want to thank you all for the

         10  opportunity to testify regarding this matter of

         11  declaring June as Caribbean Heritage Month in New

         12  York City.

         13                 I also want to say that the President

         14  and Founder of the Institute of Caribbean Studies,

         15  Dr. Claire Nelson would have been here, but for the

         16  fact that when you head a not-for-profit

         17  organization and also work for somebody else,

         18  somebody else determines your time. So, I was asked

         19  to fill in, and I am more than honored to do so.

         20                 On February 14, 2006, the US Senate

         21  approved House Concurrent Resolution 71 declaring

         22  June as National Caribbean American Heritage Month,

         23  and on Monday, June 5th, 2006, the President of the

         24  United States signed the official proclamation.

         25                 Although we have much to celebrate on
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          2  this day, the Institute of Caribbean Studies, ICS,

          3  has traveled a very long and trying road to get

          4  here.  This road started in 2000 with Caribbean

          5  celebrations in Washington D.C. and led to the

          6  drafting of this important legislation with

          7  Congresswoman Barbara Lee's office, which began in

          8  2003.

          9                 Now some information on The Institute

         10  of Caribbean Studies.  ICS is a non-partisan,

         11  non-profit 50(c)(3) organization established in 1993

         12  and dedicated to research, policy analysis and

         13  education, with a focus on issues that impact the

         14  Caribbean and the Caribbean Diaspora.  The purpose

         15  of the Institute is to provide a forum for scholars,

         16  the private sector, the non-government organization

         17  community and others interested in promoting a

         18  dialogue on Caribbean issues.  ICS represents an

         19  important role in history as the first

         20  Caribbean-American community organization in the

         21  Washington D.C. area devoted to the successful

         22  inclusion of Caribbean-Americans in US policy

         23  making, and the economic development of the

         24  Caribbean region.

         25                 ICS has built up a unique network of
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          2  knowledgeable and committed individuals with

          3  expertise in a variety of sectors.  ICS enjoys the

          4  respect of a significant proportion of the

          5  Caribbean-American community, as well as the

          6  Caribbean Diplomatic Corps.  ICS has established and

          7  will continue to develop partnerships and

          8  collaborative relationships with local and national

          9  organizations in the US and the Caribbean,

         10  particularly in the areas of the economic

         11  development and policy making.

         12                 The Institute of Caribbean Studies is

         13  dedicated to building bridges between Caribbean

         14  Americans and the US population at large and

         15  advocating for the economic welfare of the Caribbean

         16  American community.  Together with partner

         17  organizations within industry, government and civil

         18  society, the ICS has built the foundation to make

         19  the Institute of Caribbean Studies, the leading

         20  Caribbean-American organization, not just in

         21  Washington, D.C., but indeed the entire United

         22  States.

         23                 ICS program areas are designed to

         24  promote the increased participation of

         25  Caribbean-Americans in the US economic and policy
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          2  agenda; facilitate increased educational exchanges

          3  between Caribbean and American peoples; foster

          4  increased cooperation between the Caribbean and

          5  other developing country regions, such as Latin

          6  America and Africa, as well as the developed

          7  countries of Canada and Europe; facilitate the

          8  participation of and discussion with, the Caribbean

          9  Diaspora around the world on issues pertaining to

         10  Caribbean development.

         11                 Accomplishments of the ICS dates back

         12  to 1993, and up to this great achievement we

         13  celebrate in the month of June 2006, and are much

         14  too numerous to go into detail.  As

         15  Caribbean-Americans, we have to be proud of this

         16  accomplishment and look at it as an opportunity to

         17  be recognized for the contributions made by

         18  Caribbean nationals.  It is important that we as

         19  Caribbean-Americans take seriously our roles and

         20  responsibilities as Caribbean-Americans.  As the

         21  Diaspora begins to take center stage, we commit

         22  ourselves to truly reaching out across our

         23  differences and embrace in each other.

         24                 Now, it is only fitting that this

         25  month also marks the location on which the smallest
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          2  nation ever to qualify for the Pfifer Will Cup

          3  (phonetic).  My home country of the Twin Island

          4  Republic of Trinidad and Tobago made its debut and

          5  confounded the largest view in public to observe a

          6  sporting event when we held a mighty Sweden to a 0/0

          7  draw on Saturday, June 10th, and then we go on on

          8  Thursday to confront the English team. Go on Soccer

          9  Warriors to ever greater success.

         10                 Thank you for your time and

         11  attention.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON RECCHIA: Thank you very

         13  much. That was great.

         14                 Okay, Dr. Marco Mason.

         15                 DR. MASON: Okay, thank you. Good

         16  afternoon.  I am Marco Mason, and I am representing

         17  the Caribbean Research Center, as well as the

         18  Caribbean Women Health Association on this occasion.

         19  And first of all, I'd like to start by commending

         20  New York City Council Committee on Cultural Affairs,

         21  Libraries, International Intergroup Relations on the

         22  Initiative, at least, examining this topic, current

         23  topic that is crucial to us all in the

         24  Caribbean-American community, of the subject of

         25  recognizing and creating the designated Month of
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          2  June as Caribbean Heritage Month.

          3                 In this regard, the previous speakers

          4  have covered contributions and the legacy of

          5  Caribbean-American leaders and also have covered

          6  other justification for that.

          7                 I would like to just touch on some

          8  rather esoteric area for further understanding and

          9  to shed further light into the whole concept of

         10  Caribbean, and what is meant by Caribbean has been

         11  some misunderstanding on many parts in terms of

         12  Caribbean-Caribbean. Refers to not only the insular

         13  islands that make up the Caribbean, but also to

         14  other areas in the hemisphere, that it's not

         15  surrounded by the Caribbean sea, namely, Bermuda

         16  that is in the Mid-Atlantic, even go as far as to

         17  South America to Guyana, which is next to Brazil and

         18  Venezuela and the southern end of the hemisphere.

         19  And more importantly, the Gold Coast or the

         20  Caribbean Coast of Central America that runs all the

         21  way from Guatemala to Panama, and all of that is

         22  considered the Caribbean. The term is derived from a

         23  word meaning brave, in the Carib indigenous-native

         24  population, where the term come from, the former

         25  Amer Indians (phonetic) that were found in the
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          2  Northern and South America, as well as Central

          3  America, the Caribs, which is translated to the term

          4  mean "the brave ones."

          5                 It also pertained to all of the

          6  territories, and also is used interchangeably with

          7  some other notion, such as the Antilles, which is

          8  another designation of the region and the Antilles

          9  is the island chain between North America and South

         10  America that cover through Central America, and they

         11  include most of the island with the boundaries

         12  between the Caribbean Sea and they're made up of the

         13  Greater Antilles, and the Greater Antilles is Cuba,

         14  Jamaica, and Puerto Rico, as well as the Lesser

         15  Antilles, which runs from Trinidad and the whole

         16  curve of island around the Coast of Venezuela, that

         17  include the Netherland Antilles and what have you.

         18                 The term "Caribbean" is also a

         19  cultural term that represents different cultures and

         20  different language, because you have the Netherland

         21  Antilles that is Dutch-speaking and is still part of

         22  the Caribbean. We have the Hispanic Caribbean, which

         23  is Dominican Republic, Cuba and Puerto Rico that is

         24  Caribbean also. We have the French-speaking

         25  Caribbean, which is Haiti, as well as Guadelupe, as
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          2  well as Martinique, and similar territories in the

          3  region.

          4                 What is notable in terms of Caribbean

          5  culture and history is a significant contribution to

          6  the growth and development of this City, this State,

          7  as well as this nation.

          8                 The contribution we find on all

          9  levels, going from the founding of Chicago by the

         10  Sals (phonetic) who came from Haiti, and more

         11  specifically right after the Battle for Treaty that

         12  made abolition of slavery in most of the

         13  English-speaking Caribbean territories. These former

         14  slaves were -- then went to work in the Banana

         15  Republic, called the "Banana Republic" because they

         16  grew banana, and that covered from Guatemala, from

         17  Livingston, Guatemala, all the want to Shandola and

         18  Panama, and we still see those communities there

         19  today.

         20                 But even more significantly, after

         21  building the Panama railroad which preceded the

         22  Panama Canal, and steamship company from right here

         23  in New York, that is called the AMP, and we have

         24  some supermarkets still carrying the name, which

         25  mean the Atlantic and Pacific Steamship Company of
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          2  New York. If you recall, in 1849 there was the

          3  California Gold Rush, and folks needed to get over

          4  to San Francisco, and in terms of doing that, this

          5  was a labor force that built that railroad, that

          6  trans-oceanic railroad to facilitate that. But more

          7  significantly is that large groups left from Panama

          8  City on the Pacific side to go to San Francisco, and

          9  from San Francisco went to build the Pacific

         10  Railroad, which really opened up the United States,

         11  running from San Francisco to Chicago, and most

         12  importantly, to those on the Atlantic Coast, left

         13  from Panama City and came to the Northeast. Came to

         14  the Northeast, basically to New York, and from New

         15  York to Delaware, from Delaware to Maryland, to

         16  Washington, to Philadelphia, and if you know that

         17  during that period of time, in the 1860s, this

         18  country was involved in a civil war and the

         19  Northeast needed manpower for their industrial and

         20  commercial enterprises, and that is where those

         21  population came from.

         22                 So, we have then in a nutshell a

         23  picture in terms of the Caribbean contribution to

         24  the industrial development of this country to make

         25  the world power, and no more is so fitting, and I
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          2  want to commend the City Council again, considering

          3  and I look forward to your favorable response to

          4  this proposal.

          5                 I thank you.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON RECCHIA: We want to thank

          7  you, Dr. Marco Mason, for coming here today and for

          8  educating us.

          9                 At this time I would like to

         10  recognize Vincent Gentile, Council Member from

         11  Brooklyn.

         12                 Would you like to cast your vote?

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: I vote aye.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON RECCHIA: Thank you.

         15                 Do we have --

         16                 DR. MASON: Any questions?

         17                 CHAIRPERSON RECCHIA: What?

         18                 DR. MASON: Any questions?

         19                 CHAIRPERSON RECCHIA: No questions.

         20  Thank you.

         21                 That's going to conclude -- anyone

         22  else would like to say anything? The Resolution

         23  passes. We will now go to the final vote.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vote on the Committee

         25  on Cultural Affairs on Reso 338 now stands at eight
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          2  in the affirmative, zero in the negative and no

          3  abstentions. Thank you.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON RECCHIA: Okay, this

          5  concludes the meeting. The resolution will be voted

          6  on the full Council tomorrow at the full Stated.

          7                 (Hearing concluded at 2:20 p.m.)
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          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter, do hereby certify that the

         11  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         12  within proceeding.

         13                 I further certify that I am not

         14  related to any of the parties to this action by

         15  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         16  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         17                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         18  set my hand this 12th day of June 2006.
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