New York City Council
Memorandum in Support of Legislation
This memorandum is authored by the sponsor and explains the need for the legislation referenced below, in accordance with Rule 6.00(d) of the Rules of the Council.

Introduction Number:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Int. No. 1451

Prime Sponsors:
The Speaker (Council Member Adams) and the Public Advocate (Mr. Williams)

Bill Title:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the New York city police department to provide the civilian complaint review board with direct access to officer body-warn camera footage and to establish related procedures

Submitted by:
The Speaker (Council Member Adams)

Justification:
This legislation is needed to improve the quality and efficiency of investigations of alleged police misconduct conducted by the Civilian Complaint Review Board (CCRB), a civilian oversight board tasked with investigating allegations of misconduct by officers employed by the New York City Police Department (NYPD).

Generally, video footage recorded by police body-worn cameras (BWC) has proven to be valuable evidence in the investigation of alleged police misconduct.  As such, in the course of its investigations, the CCRB routinely relies on gaining access to BWC footage recorded by NYPD officers. However, NYPD exercises strict control over the release of footage recorded by officer-worn BWCs, and require CCRB to engage in a multi-step process of requesting and receiving BWC footage from NYPD that is responsive to CCRB investigations. 

To streamline the current time consuming and complex process, CCRB has long advocated for direct access to databases storing NYPD BWC footage, to enable investigators to efficiently search for and retrieve responsive BWC footage, without relying on NYPD personnel to conduct all searches and reviews of footage before providing it to CCRB. 

