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THE COUNCIL

REPORT OF THE INFRASTRUCTURE DIVISION

KATHLEEN CUDAHY, DIRECTOR

COMMITTEE ON PARKS, RECREATON, CULTURAL AFFAIRS AND

INTERNATIONAL INTERGROUP RELATIONS

Council Member Wendell Foster, Chair

September 18, 2000

INT. NO. 767:
By: Council Member Boyland; also Council Members Fisher, Nelson, O’Donovan, Wooten and Abel
TITLE:
In relation to a street name, Rev. Dr. Freddie M. Foy Avenue, Borough of Brooklyn. 

INTENT:
This legislation would add, through the posting of an additional sign, the name “Rev. Dr. Freddie M. Foy Avenue” on Ralph Avenue between Atlantic Avenue and Eastern Parkway.

COMMENT:

The following biographical material was provided by the Foy family:

Dr. Freddie Monroe Foy was born in Charleston, South Carolina on February 2, 1905.  As a young man he moved to Wilmington, North Carolina where he was educated and later married to Mary Brown.  Dr. Foy left Wilmington, probably during the 1930’s and came to New York City where he resided in Brooklyn.  There he joined the First Baptist Church and served as ‘Superintendent of the Sunday School’ and as a member of the Deacon Board for 17 years.

In 1944 Dr. Foy received his call to the ministry.  He began an Evangelistic ministry that was dynamic and which extended from New York City throughout the southeastern United States, for a period of six years.  In 1950, Dr. Foy began his formal pastoral training under the leadership of Reverend J.H.Williams of the New Providence Baptist Church in Brooklyn.  He was ordained in 1952 and became pastor of the Mount Zion Baptist Church also in Brooklyn.

During his 47 years of pastoral service Dr. Foy received awards for his work from many organizations including the Central Baptist Church in 1977, Saint Mary’s Hospital in 1978, the 71st Precinct, Harlem Hospital and The Five Point Clergy Council of Men also in 1979, the Crown Heights Community Council in 1988, the New York City Police Department in 1980, the Veterans of Foreign Wars in 1993, the 77th Precinct ‘Appreciation Award’ in 1985, the Clergy Men’s Council in 1985, and the Metropolitan Minister Council in 1996, the International Bible Institute and Seminary in1984.

Dr. Foy was much beloved by the many workers at the Premium Oil and Coal Company where he worked for 32 years and Local 1199 which he belonged to during this time.  After he retired in 1970 he devoted all of his time and energy to the Mount Zion Baptist Church.  For that congregation the legacy that he left was “He fed many, He buried many, and He paid rent for many, which is not recorded”.

      On November 6, 1995, Dr. Freddie M. Foy died.  He was survived by a daughter, Gloria Riddick; a son-in-law, Samuel Riddick; a grandson, Rev. Frederick M. Foy; a granddaughter-in-law, Yvonne Foy; four great granddaughters, Tyleisha, Fradeisha, Toniesha and Shateisha Foy; one brother-in-law, Mr. Moses Brown; his god-daughter, Chiffon Johnson; and, also two adopted daughters, Dr. Patricia Grier and Evangelist Rosalind Palmer.  In recognition of Reverend Foy’s 47 years of pastoral services, to his church and his community, it is fitting that Ralph Avenue between Atlantic Avenue and Eastern Parkway, where he lived for many years, be named “Rev. Dr. Freddie M. Foy Avenue” in his honor.

This local law shall take effect immediately.
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