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PROPOSED INT. NO. 425-A:
By Council Members Dilan, Comrie, Nelson, Seabrook, Sears, Stewart, Baez and Gonzalez (by request of the Mayor).

TITLE:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the electrical code.

ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Amends Title 27 by amending section 27-3004, by amending subdivision a of section 27-3009, subdivision d of section 27-3010, section 27-3013, subdivisions b and e of section 27-3014, by adding a new subsection f to section 27-3014, by amending subdivision a of section 27-3015, by amending paragraph (1) of subdivision a and subdivision b of section 27-3016, subdivision b of section 27-3017, by adding new section 27-3017.1, by amending section 27-3018, by amending section 27-3019, subdivision a of section 27-3020, section 27-3021.1, by amending section 27-3024, by repealing section 27-3025 and by adding new section 27-3025.

BACKGROUND:
On November 29, 2006, the Committee on Housing and Buildings, chaired by Council Member Erik Martin Dilan, will conduct a hearing on Proposed Int. No. 425-A, a Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the Electrical Code.  The Council intends to work with the Department of Buildings to keep the City’s Electrical Code current and advanced as it is in the City's best interests to do so.  Proposed Int. No. 425-A would update the City’s present Electrical Code as required by Local Law number 64 for the year 2001 by adopting the 2005 version of the NEC and making several technical and administrative amendments to ensure that the Electrical Code remains up to date and focused on the needs of New York City.  The Committee last conducted a hearing on Int. No. 425 on October 18, 2006 and heard testimony from representatives of the Department of Buildings, Five Boro Electrical Contractors Association and the National Electrical Contractors Association.
History of the Current Electrical Code

In late 2001, the City enacted Local Law 64 and set in motion a procedure whereby the City could implement a new Electrical Code based on a model code, specifically the NFPA 70, National Electrical Code (“NEC”).
   The National Electric Code is a recognized document that is sponsored by the National Fire Protection Association (“NFPA”) and developed through a consensus standards development process approved by the American National Standards Institute.  The NEC is usually published on a three-year cycle and, according to the NFPA, is developed in the interest of life and property protection.

The City first adopted the 1999 version of the NEC, along with amendments, to meet any unique circumstances found in New York City.  The 1999 NEC, as amended with the New York City amendments, constituted the new New York City Electrical Code.  In 2001, the City adopted the 2002 version of the NEC, along with the New York City modifications, which became effective as of January 1, 2003.  Now, the Council has been asked to adopt the most recent model NEC, namely the 2005 version, along with New York City specific amendments.

Passage of Proposed Int. No. 425-A will continue the process begun with Local Law 64 for the year 2001, then followed by Local Law 41 for the year 2002 and Local Law 81 for the year 2003, which will help ensure that the City’s Electrical Code is updated regularly and incorporates appropriate advancements in technology.  Local Law 64 mandated that whenever the NEC publishes a new edition, usually once every three years, that the Code be reviewed in order to develop any amendments for submission to the Council so as to “upgrade” our Electrical Code on a regular basis.  Thus ensuring that future, continuous updating of the technical standards should occur.

In 1999, two panels were convened by DOB for the purpose of reviewing the 1999 version of the NEC, developing amendments to the NEC, and reviewing submissions in this regard, namely the Electrical Code Advisory Panel (“ECAC”) and Electrical Code Revision and Interpretation Committee (“ECRIC”), noted above.  The ECAC panel is composed of industry leadership, and the ECRIC panel is composed of technical experts.  The panels include members from the Department of Buildings, New York City Fire Department, labor unions, the real estate industry, manufacturers, and the design community.

The two panels have continued to work through the present and the provisions represented in Int. No. 425 were the result of consensus reached by the ECAC and ECRIC through meetings initiated right after the enactment of the last updates to the Code in 2003.  The former panel focused on administrative changes to the Code and the latter on technical updates.

Proposed Int. No. 425-A

The main technical amendments to the Electrical Code that are being proposed include: 1) maintaining the current requirement for Arc-Fault Circuit Interrupters and deleting the National Electric Code time limit for its applicability; 2) adding requirements for outlets on balconies, decks and porches; 3) prohibiting the use of Metal-Clad Cable as service conductors; 4) allowing the use of Rigid Nonmetallic Conduit in residential dwellings not exceeding three floors; 5) prohibiting the use of Electrical Metallic Tubing in wet locations; 6) prohibiting the use of Flexible Nonmetallic Conduit in hazardous conditions; 7) Requiring Solar Photovoltaic Systems to be tested as complete assemblies as opposed to merely their individual parts; and 8) classifying all legally required standby systems as emergency systems.  The proposed, principal administrative amendments to the Code include: 1) setting a one year deadline for applicants for a master electrician license to submit his/her license application after passing the license examination; 2) requiring all licensee applicants to provide proof of insurance coverage; 3) allowing digital signatures and seal imprints for documents submitted to the Department of Buildings electronically; 4) broadening the role of the electrical license board to cover advising the Commissioner regarding allegations of illegal practices by licensees and other responsibilities through rulemaking, addressing administrative issues relating to death of licensees; 5) changing the expiration date of licenses so as to stagger the time, enlarging the period for late renewals from 30 to 90 days; 6) requiring closing open violations before renewal of licenses, increasing penalties for infractions; 7) requiring that licensees cooperate with investigations; 8) liberalizing owner authorization paperwork requirements; 9) extending permits to be effective for three years; and 10) eliminating the time limitation for Council action.

The 2005 NEC, together with these local amendments, are to be known as the Electrical Code Technical Standards and will apply to work performed on and after January 1, 2007.

Amendments to Int. No. 425

The effective date was amended to now provide for an effective date of January 1, 2007 for all provisions of the legislation in the A-version.  The original bill, Int. No. 425, similarly provided for an effective date of January 1, 2007, however, the provisions of the bill that addressed licenses and licensees in bill sections five and six would have become effective on November 1, 2006.

�  Virtually unchanged since 1968, the Electrical Code of the City of New York (Administrative Code §27-3001 et seq., also known as “the Electrical Code”) was in need of significant revision.  Those who worked with the City’s old Electrical Code on a regular basis had complained that the Code was outdated, lacked proper indexing and had become difficult to work with, particularly in comparison to the National Fire Protection Association’s NFPA 70, National Electrical Code (“NEC”), the recognized standard in the industry.  Consequently, the Department of Buildings (“DOB”), began in 1991 to met with electricians, real estate developers and others in the building and construction industry to develop a new Electrical Code that was easier to reference and use than the current Code at that time.





