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TITLE:
A local law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the installation of detectable warning signals.
ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Amends subchapter 3 of chapter 1 of title 19 of the New York City Administrative Code by adding a new section 19-183.1.

INTRODUCTION


On January 25, 2012 the Committee on Transportation, chaired by Council Member James Vacca, will hold a hearing on Int. No. 487, a local law to amend the Administrative Code of the City of New York in relation to requiring the department of transportation to install detectable warning surfaces.
This bill would require that the Department of Transportation to install detectable warning signals at bicycle lanes and pedestrian plazas in consultation with the Mayor’s Office of People with Disabilities.  This is the first hearing on this legislation. Expected to testify are representatives from the Department of Transportation (“DOT”), as well as disability advocates and concerned community stakeholders.
BACKGROUND

The New York City Department of Transportation (DOT) is responsible for maintaining and operating approximately 6,000 miles of streets, highways, and public plazas. DOT is also responsible for operating 786 bridges.
 DOT has in recent years embarked on an ambitious plan to reshape City streets, making them safer and more accessible to motorists, cyclists, and pedestrians. Some of the new infrastructure includes an expanded bike lane network and pedestrian plazas.  

Since 2007, over 200 miles of bike lanes have been installed.
 The City has also completed 16 public plazas, and 26 are in various stages of planning.


Bike lanes and pedestrian plazas have greatly changed the way motorists, cyclists, and pedestrians use streets and roads. However, they have also added new layers of complexity for people with visual impairments. People with visual impairments rely on certain street markers to get around, and knowing where a street ends and a road begins can be a difference of life and death. Because bike lanes and pedestrian plazas are built at grade level, there is no way for a visually impaired person to know when they are stepping into a bike lane or entering or leaving a pedestrian plaza. One solution to assist the visually impaired with navigating streets is to install detectable street warning devices around public plazas and bike lanes.    


Detectable street warning devices are standardized systems that act like a stop sign for the visually impaired, and alert the visually impaired person that they are leaving a side walk and entering traffic.
 Detectable warning devices are designed to look like truncated domes “aligned in a square grid pattern” and usually laid at the perimeter of the sidewalk, or street.
 According to the Revised Draft Guidelines for Accessible Public Rights-of-Way published by the United Access Board in 2005, almost all commentators supported “detectable warnings…in at least some locations,” including islands and medians and at all low-slope sidewalk connections to the street.
 The Board again included the requirement for detectable warning surfaces in its most recent proposed accessibility guidelines, as well as the following items:

· Pedestrian street crossings, medians, and pedestrian refuge islands, including requirements for curb ramps or blended transitions, and detectable warning surfaces; and
· Pedestrian street crossings at roundabouts, including requirements for detectable edge treatments where pedestrian crossing is not intended, and pedestrian activated signals at multi-lane pedestrian street crossings.
ANALYSIS


Section 1 of Int. No. 487 would amend the Administrative Code of the City of New York by adding a new section 19-183.1.  Subdivision a of new section 19-183.1 would define the applicable terms for the new section. The definition of “bike lane” would be as it is defined in Local Law 61 of 2011. “Detectable warning surfaces” would be defined as a surface feature of truncated dome material built in or applied to the walking surface to advise visually impaired people of an upcoming change from a pedestrian to a vehicular way. “Pedestrian plaza” would be defined as it is in Local Law 53 of 2009.


Subdivision b of new section 19-183.1 would require DOT to install detectable warning surfaces around the perimeter of pedestrian plazas or bike lanes in consultation with the Mayor’s Office of People with Disabilities.


Section 2 of Int. No. 487 would provide that this local law take effect ninety days after it is enacted into law.

Int. No. 487

 

By Council Members Brewer, Vacca, Cabrera, Dromm, James, Koppell, Lander, Mendez, Williams and Mark-Viverito   

 

 

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the installation of detectable warning surfaces.

 

 

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

 

      Section 1.  Subchapter 3 of chapter 1 of title 19 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 19-183.1 to read as follows:

      §19-183.1  Detectable warning surfaces.  a.  For the purposes of this section, the following terms shall be defined as follows:
1. "Bike lane" shall mean a portion of the roadway that has been marked off or separated for the preferential or exclusive use of bicycles.
2.  "Detectable warning surfaces" shall mean a surface feature of truncated dome material built in or applied to the walking surface to advise visually impaired people of an upcoming change from a pedestrian to a vehicular way.  
3.  "Pedestrian plaza" shall mean an area designated by the department of transportation for use as a plaza located within the bed of a roadway, which may contain benches, tables or other facilities for pedestrian use.  
b.  The department, in consultation with the mayor's office for people with disabilities, shall install detectable warning surfaces around the perimeter of pedestrian plazas and bike lanes. 
      §2.  This local law shall take effect ninety days after its enactment into law.
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