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THE COUNCIL
REPORT OF THE INFRASTRUCTURE DIVISION

ROBERT NEWMAN, LEGISLATIVE DIRECTOR 

COMMITTEE ON PARKS AND RECREATION

Hon. Helen Diane Foster, Chair

May 7, 2008

Int. No. 699:
By Council Members Foster, Fidler, Gentile, Gerson, James, Koppell, Liu, Mark-Viverito, Martinez, Mendez, Monserrate, Sanders Jr., Seabrook and White Jr.

TITLE:
To amend the administrative code of the city of New York in relation to requiring the mayor to provide an annual report of funding and/or goods and services by non-governmental entities to New York City parks.
ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Amends title eighteen of the administrative code of the city of New York by adding a new section 18-135.

BACKGROUND

On May 7, 2008, the Committee on Parks and Recreation, chaired by Council Member Helen Diane Foster, will conduct a hearing on Int. No. 699, A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York in relation to requiring the Mayor to provide an annual report of funding and/or goods and services by non-governmental entities to New York City parks.  This will be the first hearing concerning this legislative manner.
The Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR) maintains 14 miles of beaches, all of which are open from Memorial Day to Labor Day from 10 AM to 6 PM.  It was reported that in calendar year 2007, DPR pools and beaches received 16.4 million visitors.
  Jurisdiction over the public beaches of the City of New York is conferred upon DPR by Section 18-108 of the New York City Administrative Code.  
The bill would require the Mayor to provide an annual report to the Council of non-governmental entities that spend or provide funds and other goods and services and/or items of value for New York City parks.  The bill would also require the Parks Department to include in contracts with conservancies or other similar entities a requirement that such entities provide a yearly breakdown of funds spent directly on parks by such entities for inclusion in the annual report.

The purpose of this bill is that for the Council and others to properly assess the funds needed for parks purposes in the New York City budget, the entire amount of funds and goods and services that New York City parks receive must be taken into account.  Moreover, with a breakdown of funds by parks from non-governmental sources for each park, a better allocation of resources needed by each park could be reached.  

December is chosen as the month for such report to be released because it is sufficiently long after the end of the prior fiscal year for the report to be prepared, but it is prior to the budget process for the next fiscal year.  Included in this legislation will be a provision that any individual who provides funds and/or goods and services for the parks need not be identified, and that there be no other identifying characteristics of such individuals put in the annual report.  In addition, goods and services information will be provided, as many non-governmental entities may provide amenities for the park, as opposed to simply donating monetarily.

Int. No. 699
This bill requires that by December 1 of each year, the Mayor provide an annual report to the Council on funds received for parks by non-governmental organizations.  Also required is a breakdown by park of what funds have been obtained and an estimate of the goods and services donated as well.  There will be a list of individuals and organizations who have donated one thousand dollars or more.  Donors will not be identified if they have requested to remain anonymous.
The bill further requires that in any contract between DPR and a conservancy that the conservancy provide a breakdown of funds donated to the conservancy.
Int. No. 699

By Council Members Foster, Fidler, Gentile, Gerson, James, Koppell, Liu, Mark-Viverito, Martinez, Mendez, Monserrate, Sanders Jr., Seabrook and White Jr.

..Title

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York in relation to requiring the mayor to provide an annual report of funding and/or goods and services by non-governmental entities to New York City parks. 

..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1: Chapter 1 of title 18 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 18-135 to read as follows:

§18-135 Annual report by mayor of funds and/or goods and services provided by nongovernmental entities for parks.  a. No later than December 1 of each year, the mayor shall submit a report to the council for the immediately preceding fiscal year, titled “Annual Report – Funds for Parks by Non-Governmental Organizations”.  This report shall provide a listing of organizations and/or individuals that have provided funds for parks under the jurisdiction of the department, and shall state the amount of funds spent or provided by each such organization on such parks, with a breakdown of each park for which such funds were spent or provided and how much was spent for each such park.  Such report shall also provide a best estimate of the value of goods and services and/or any other items of value provided for parks by each such non-governmental entity, with a similar breakdown for each park, as described  herein.  Such report shall also list funds and/or goods and services and/or any other items of value that have been donated for specific park purposes, with a description of such purpose and the same breakdown as described herein.  Such report will only list an individual and/or organization if the aggregate dollar amount of all funds and/or goods and services and/or items of value provided by such individual is greater than one thousand dollars in any fiscal year.  However, all donations shall be used in the calculation of the aggregate amount of funds, goods, services and other items of value provided during each fiscal year.

b. The department shall be required to include in any contract with a conservancy or similar organization that provides services directly to or on behalf of a park a requirement that such conservancies or similar organizations report to the department the information required for individuals, as set forth in subdivision a of this section.  Such information shall be included  in the report required by subdivision a of this section, disaggregated by each conservancy or similar organization.

c. If an individual or group of individuals has provided funds and/or goods and services and/or other items of value for the parks with the understanding that the donation of such funds and/or goods and services will be anonymous, then only the amount of funds and/or goods and service and the breakdown of funds and/or goods and services by parks will be shown on the annual report, without the identity of said individual, irrespective of the value of such donations.  At no time shall the address or any other identifying characteristic, other than the name of any individual, be provided in such annual report.

§2. This local law shall take effect immediately upon enactment.     
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� Ray Rivera, “14 Miles of Beaches, 63 Pools, and Not Enough Lifeguards,” The New York Times, September 9, 2007.
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