
New York City Council
Memorandum in Support of Legislation
This memorandum is authored by the sponsor and explains the need for the legislation referenced below, in accordance with Rule 6.00(d) of the Rules of the Council.

Introduction Number:
Int. No. 1239-2025



Prime Sponsors:
Council Member Kamillah Hanks

Bill Title:
A Local Law to amend the New York city charter, in relation to establishing an office of the waterfront
Submitted by:
Council Member Hanks

Justification:
New York City’s waterfront is a vital economic, environmental, and recreational resource that is managed by multiple city, state, and federal agencies, often resulting in fragmented oversight and complex permitting processes. The absence of a centralized coordinating entity limits efficiency, slows project implementation, and creates challenges for applicants and communities seeking to engage in waterfront development and access.
By establishing an Office of the Waterfront, this bill promotes coordinated planning, improves interagency collaboration, supports implementation of the City’s Comprehensive Waterfront Plan, and ensures that waterfront uses are managed strategically to enhance public access, economic development, and environmental stewardship across all five boroughs.



