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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: If you are

          3  interested in testifying, please take the

          4  opportunity to fill out a slip so that we can call

          5  you forward to take three minutes to share whatever

          6  it is you have to say.

          7                 REV. DR. FORBES: The time has come

          8  for us to call this event into focus so that we can

          9  focus on an event which calls us to a sense of

         10  humanitarian commitment, civility and the prospect

         11  of life together in a millennium that is just

         12  waiting in the wings.

         13                 I think it would be a good thing here

         14  to welcome you on behalf of the Riverside Church,

         15  and to say that if the cause has gathered us, its

         16  justice, equality and a quality of community, then

         17  this meeting is indeed in the right place.

         18                 Within these walls, a cry for

         19  justice, equality and peace has been heard decade

         20  after decade, and out of the work which has been

         21  done down here in the Assembly Hall and upstairs in

         22  the nave, an energy has been released which has in

         23  many, many instances brought changes in the society.

         24                 We would like to think that the same

         25  spirit that helped us to discern our errors in
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          2  Vietnam, the same spirit that helped us to lift a

          3  cry against nuclear proliferation, the same spirit

          4  that cried out against racism when James Foreman

          5  brought his manifesto here, the same spirit that

          6  welcomed Nelson Mandella into this place to

          7  celebrate new possibilities in South Africa, that

          8  that same spirit is here with us tonight. And so you

          9  are welcome not only into this space but into that

         10  spirit, and the assumption is that those of you who

         11  have come here tonight have come not new to this

         12  cause, but coming to be renewed, first of all, with

         13  updates on what is happening, and with evidence of

         14  solidarity in doing something about what has

         15  happened so that we can be a community together.

         16                 I welcome you here with a sense of

         17  urgency. When I spoke on the issue of what happened

         18  to Amadou Diallo at Abyssinian, I simply made this

         19  reference, that my doctor tells me that if it is not

         20  bad news when you go in for an examination and the

         21  report comes back indicating that there is an

         22  element of malaise, whether it is discovery of an

         23  aneurism at the base of the brain, or whether it is

         24  a thrombosis hovering somewhere near the heart and

         25  between the heart and the lung, or whether it is a
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          2  lump in the breast, or some growth in the prostate,

          3  my doctor tells me that if people see soon enough

          4  the seeds of impending illness and possibly death,

          5  the discovery soon enough of the gravity of the

          6  situation, though only a spec, is good news because

          7  generally speaking we have been blessed with

          8  resources and insights to address the problematics.

          9                 I want to say thank you to Amadou

         10  Diallo for your blood, brother. You did not

         11  voluntarily give it up, it was taken from you, but I

         12  want you to know that wherever you are, your blood

         13  has revealed to us a serious virus in the society,

         14  the 41 bullets sprayed and the 19 that penetrated

         15  your body tell us that we have got some serious

         16  choices to make in the days ahead, and simply as

         17  this, we have got to decide, and I want to put it

         18  real plain, we have to decide, black and white and

         19  Asian and Latino, we have to decide all over again,

         20  is our best interest in pursuing a path of

         21  self-protection against others, or is our best

         22  interest in figuring out a way no matter what it

         23  costs to do it together?

         24                 We have got to decide whether our

         25  need for security, and there is an epidemic of what
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          2  I call insecurity-itis (sic) all over the nation,

          3  and we have got to decide whether our attempt to

          4  achieve security allows us to declare that we will

          5  do it by any means no matter what the cost. Is there

          6  a point at which the pursuit of safety becomes the

          7  occasion of the release of a serious malaise in the

          8  society that will end up not only not protecting but

          9  destroying us? We have got to decide, and

         10  furthermore, for all of us who are officials. I am

         11  the head of a church, I have been appointed to that.

         12  We have got heads of government sitting behind us,

         13  we have got policemen and other public servants,

         14  every public servant in the exercise of his duty or

         15  responsibility, or of her requirements, must decide,

         16  can I do what I am called upon to do without

         17  destroying the body of politic I have been called

         18  upon to serve? And that is relevant to why we are

         19  here.

         20                 Let me close my opening welcome to

         21  you with an account of what happened to me today.

         22  The first call I received was around about 9:00 from

         23  a brother who had made an appointment to sit down

         24  and talk to me a long time, but something had

         25  happened so that he had to call to say that he has
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          2  to cancel his invitation. Well, let me tell you who

          3  the brother was -- no, no let me tell you who he

          4  was, let me tell you what had happened to him.

          5                 He had gone into a drugstore to buy

          6  some medicine for his situation. As he is leaving

          7  it, he, having on a jive hat and a running suit and

          8  his sneakers, put the medicine in his pocket. The

          9  security came up to him as he was leaving saying

         10  what is that in your pocket? And he says what

         11  business is that to you? They had not identified

         12  themselves as security. My brother says then they

         13  tussled with him as if they were going to arrest

         14  him. Why? Because we saw you put something in your

         15  pocket.

         16                 He went back inside with them, went

         17  back to the pharmacist, showed where his name was

         18  and what he had paid for the stuff, and they said it

         19  ought to be in a plastic bag and that is why we

         20  arrested you, it was not a plastic bag, it was he

         21  fit the profile.

         22                 Will it help you to say he was

         23  getting ready to go to get a little exercise because

         24  his duties are numerous. The brother is a colleague

         25  of mine, a pastor of a major church in Brooklyn, who
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          2  has been profiled, and I want to say to you today

          3  that we, and I want to make an acknowledgment, some

          4  of you all don't know this, some of you do not know

          5  that most of us dress sensibly when you have my hue.

          6  Fundamentally I don't want to wear a necktie every

          7  day. It chokes me up. But I have to wear a necktie

          8  and look like a preacher in order to get protection

          9  in my community, and if I wear the wrong kind of

         10  hat, even my own people might not pick me up. We

         11  have got trouble with a capital T, and that rhymes

         12  with P, and I think part of that means police, and I

         13  want us to recognize that all of us who have public

         14  responsibilities have duties and I honor the role

         15  that is played by those who are fully embracing

         16  their mandate, but if I got to wear a necktie in

         17  order to be protected in my own City, if I got to

         18  change my skin and use matanola (phonetic) to make

         19  me brighter and texture my hair so that folks won't

         20  assume that if he puts something in his pocket, he

         21  probably stole it. Or if I reach in my pocket to get

         22  a key to open my door like Diallo probably did, and

         23  then I get sprayed with 19 bullets, then something

         24  is wrong, we got trouble. Yes, we got trouble with a

         25  capital T, and that rhymes with P and I guess that
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          2  could mean a lot of things.

          3                 So, I am hoping that what we do here

          4  tonight and throughout the next few weeks and months

          5  do not let that brother's blood be spilled in vain.

          6  Let us find constructive ways by which we can make

          7  this decision. Are we going to do it together? Are

          8  we going to insist that we are black and white and

          9  Latin and Asian and countless others and gay and

         10  straight, if we can make a decision about it and

         11  find the wisdom from our leaders as how we can

         12  translate the rage you feel in me, it's in here,

         13  what shall I do with it? Shall I shout and yell and

         14  scream? Or shall I meet and deliberate and find

         15  constructive ways to make sure that the life in New

         16  York City streets will be safer for all because we

         17  find a way to address the problems, make policies

         18  and then live them out? That is why we are here, and

         19  I hope that these proceedings will contribute to a

         20  more healthy New York City for us all.

         21                 Thank you.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Good evening.

         23  Before we begin with the actual speakout, I just

         24  want to call upon Shaykh Ali of the Islamic

         25  Leadership Council of New York City to come forward
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          2  and share a few words with us, and then we will

          3  proceed with the Speakout.

          4                 MR. ALI: Thank you, members of the

          5  City Council, I am glad to see you. And certainly it

          6  is not easy to speak after Reverend Forbes has

          7  spoken. I have to say, Reverend Forbes, you

          8  expressed the thoughts and feelings of many of us.

          9                 The death of Amadou Diallo touched

         10  the Islamic community very closely. It triggered in

         11  Allah community an obligation to response which is

         12  still in the process of evolving, and I will talk

         13  about the some, but I would first say to you, I

         14  think we could all understand that when a member of

         15  your family is hurt, or has lost their life, you

         16  have a serious obligation in reference to that

         17  member of your family, and if a member of your

         18  family is perhaps a relative and you are a host and

         19  there are guests in your house, that is even more

         20  so.

         21                 So I mention those things to say that

         22  as far as his loss to the Islamic community, it is

         23  something that we take very personal, it is

         24  something that the religious of Islam has set down

         25  some very clear laws on, and we are obligated by our
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          2  religion to respond to it.

          3                 Firstly, I would say to you that our

          4  response has been really put into three categories.

          5  The first category is the obligation we have to see

          6  that our brother has a proper burial, according to

          7  the religious rights of Allah Islam. Allah Islam

          8  requires that the person is buried within 24 hours,

          9  Allah Islam requires that there is no autopsy that

         10  takes place, Allah Islam requires that we wash the

         11  body, we wrap it in simple clothing and place it in

         12  the ground preferably without a casket.

         13                 We did or followed through on that as

         14  best we could, and parallel with that, our

         15  obligation to the aggrieved family, what could we do

         16  to support them, and we have been working on that.

         17                 I have said we the Islamic community,

         18  perhaps I will give a little more definition to

         19  that. We have what is known as the Islamic

         20  Leadership Council here in New York. It is an

         21  umbrella organization of some 40 Islamic Centers

         22  here in the New York City metropolitan area. It is

         23  the largest such organization in the country and I

         24  am the General Secretary of the organization.

         25                 So we said as far as the first part
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          2  of our obligation is concerned, it relates to the

          3  burial, helping the family. Once that is done, then

          4  we turn to the issue of justice.

          5                 Justice in this particular case means

          6  that the four police officers should be charged,

          7  convicted and sentenced, according to what the law

          8  says it should be done in the governmental society,

          9  and we are working on that, we have a lawyer within

         10  the team to make sure that that is being done

         11  vigorously.

         12                 And we say also, we are not sitting

         13  on the side of this being done, not blocking the

         14  police or anything, but we are using something and

         15  we would ask your help for it, that is called

         16  information gathering. We say each of these four

         17  police officers have a history, we need to learn

         18  about their history. What kind of car do they drive?

         19  How big is their house? What is the issue around

         20  their beat? Of course if it turns out that the

         21  investigation proves they are men of good character,

         22  so be it. But if it produces other information, we

         23  need to know that.

         24                 If I was to say right now who knows

         25  the name of the four police officers involved in
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          2  this, would you raise your hand?

          3                 Again. Who knows the name of the four

          4  police officers involved in this shooting, please

          5  raise your hand.

          6                 Now, this is a very important point,

          7  because it means we don't want to be, as I say,

          8  indicting the Police Department. We are the ones

          9  saying keep charging and complaining about the

         10  Police Department when under the issue of justice it

         11  is about these four policemen.

         12                 So, the Muslim community has the

         13  obligation to get you information on these four

         14  officers, because I see so far nobody has any.

         15                 Okay, let's go on from that, on the

         16  justice issue. We just have said in summary we would

         17  look to see them indicted, convicted and sentenced,

         18  according to the laws of the courts. We have a

         19  lawyer involved in the process.

         20                 There are other Islamic laws which we

         21  call Sharia, but we won't get into those now because

         22  I would like to move to the third point.

         23                 The third point is what we call the

         24  need for structural change, to see that this does

         25  not happen again. I say to people quite often, and
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          2  many of us have children, if your son or your

          3  daughter falls and hits their head on the table that

          4  has a sharp point, you cut it off. Your wife might

          5  not like it, but you cut it off. Now, we know right

          6  now the Police Department needs to be evaluated, not

          7  according to behavioral science, meaning giving

          8  courses in sensitivity, that means you are using

          9  behavioral science. Not in terms of sociology, that

         10  means there you are talking about recruiting more

         11  people, so forth and so on. We think the sciences

         12  you have to be concerned with are political science,

         13  public policy. The Police Department needs to be

         14  evaluated under a public policy analysis, and we

         15  need to come out and recognize, maybe the Police

         16  Department needs to be decentralized. Decentralized

         17  in such a way that the community will be more

         18  empowered in terms of their influence of control

         19  over the Police Department.

         20                 We must use public administration

         21  analysis. This is a Department that is not

         22  functioning properly. So you don't go into

         23  behavioral science on the Department. The City

         24  Department, I mean we have people there from the

         25  Council, they can pass bills to see to it that any
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          2  City Department functions much more in keeping with

          3  this charge.

          4                 One other thing we would like to say,

          5  as far as since it is very important that we

          6  understand, we need to talk about structural change,

          7  and not get lost in cosmetics. Quite often people

          8  start talking about the one bad cop, the two bad

          9  cops and the rest of the good cops.

         10                 Have any of us watched police dramas

         11  on television? Don't we realize that the good

         12  cop/bad cop is a police tactic? Don't we realize

         13  that no Police Department, the way they are doing it

         14  now, could in fact be successful about bad cops. It

         15  is the bad cop who goes out there, beats up a couple

         16  of people, then allows the good cops to come dancing

         17  on down and say we can make it a better life.

         18                 The issue is, no, we don't want to

         19  argue good cop/bad cop tactics because we don't

         20  think that is real. We think if the Police

         21  Department is taken and looked under a public

         22  administration eye and reform, we need to talk about

         23  reforming the Police Department, decentralizing the

         24  Police Department, so we could have community

         25  control over the Police Department so that the
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          2  community can hire the chief or the inspector who

          3  runs the given precinct and hold him responsible and

          4  we will get some substantive change.

          5                 Our prayers are for, and Dr. Forbes

          6  mentioned it, and I will wind it up with this: He

          7  mentioned what did the death of brother Diallo mean?

          8  Well, we met his mother. A grand woman. She

          9  expressed to us her hurt for losing her son. And

         10  then she moved to the bigger picture. She said

         11  perhaps it was destiny that brought my son here.

         12  Perhaps it was destiny for him to die like this. She

         13  said my son has fulfilled his destiny. What is in

         14  the destiny for America in reference to this kind of

         15  thing happening?

         16                 Peace be upon you. Thank you.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: We want to

         18  express our appreciation to Riverside Church and Dr.

         19  Forbes for hosting us this evening. We are going to

         20  begin the formal part of our Speakout, and let me

         21  begin by introducing my colleague, Councilman Stan

         22  Michels, who is the co-sponsor of this event with

         23  yours truly, Bill Perkins, along with my other

         24  colleagues from the City Council. Let me introduce

         25  Philip Reed, a City Councilman from the 8th District
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          2  representing the Upper West Side, Central Harlem --

          3  I mean East Harlem and parts of the Bronx. Philip

          4  joins us, just released from jail. He was arrested

          5  today with 49 others --

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Fifty-nine.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Fifty-nine

          8  others. Including Quasia Fulmad (phonetic), the head

          9  of the NAACP, David Paterson, Basil Paterson, Perci

         10  Sutton and a host of others. Chris Quinn, Council

         11  Member Chris Quinn, State Senator Tom Duane, so we

         12  are happy that you were able to be released in time

         13  to share with us this evening.

         14                 Next to Phil is, again, Councilman

         15  Stan Michels, who you will hear from shortly, and

         16  then of course next to Councilman Stan Michels is

         17  our Speaker, Peter Vallone, who you will also hear

         18  from. To my left is Councilman Gifford Miller, and

         19  then there is Councilwoman Ronnie Eldridge.

         20                 On behalf of the Manhattan

         21  Delegation, again we want to express our

         22  appreciation for you hosting us and for the fact

         23  that so many of you have come out today to share

         24  with us your experiences and your concerns, and

         25  before we go on with the rules that we are going to
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          2  follow, I would like to give you an opportunity to

          3  hear from Councilman Stan Michels.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: I will be

          5  very brief. I want to welcome everyone and tell you

          6  how wonderful it is to be in this church, Reverend

          7  Forbes. Thank you for your courtesy, and it was

          8  delightful to listen to you, as always.

          9                 This church has been a traditional

         10  church to hear things like this, and so that it

         11  would be entirely fitting and proper for us to be

         12  here today. I can't think of any better place to be

         13  on an issue such as this. So, I am very pleased to

         14  co-host this with my colleagues and to be here and

         15  to hear from the public with respect to police

         16  conduct and to welcome you all and to invite you

         17  please, to give us your testimony, give us your

         18  experiences, so that we can be better

         19  representatives of you and do the things that we

         20  have to do at City Hall.

         21                 Thank you very much. I appreciate it,

         22  thank you very much.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Now I would

         24  like to introduce you to our Speaker, without whom

         25  we would not have been able to put together so
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          2  successfully this series of six Speakouts throughout

          3  the Borough of Manhattan. This is the last of the

          4  series of six. It will be followed on Monday by an

          5  official oversight hearing of the Street Crime Units

          6  at the City Council, starting at 10:00 a.m., whereby

          7  we will begin to look at how the Street Crime Units

          8  are operating, in terms of their composition, in

          9  terms of their supervision and all of the other

         10  issues that are relevant for us to come to an

         11  understanding and to fix what is clearly a serious

         12  problem impacting our City. And then of course the

         13  testimony that you give today, along with what we

         14  receive at the hearing on Monday, will be part of

         15  what we use to develop of legislation, programs and

         16  policies to fix the problem.

         17                 Now, without any further ado, please

         18  welcome our Speaker, Peter Vallone.

         19                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Thank you, Bill, and

         20  thank you to all of my colleagues. And thank you,

         21  especially, Dr. Forbes and Shaykh Ali.

         22                 I think that already, as you so well

         23  aptly pointed out, the discovery of something wrong

         24  is the only way you can begin the process of

         25  healing.
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          2                 Thanks to this delegation and my

          3  other colleagues on the Council who immediately

          4  condemned the Diallo incident as soon as it occurred

          5  and stood on the steps of City Hall and strongly

          6  criticized the actions of the Administration, the

          7  silence, the absence of the Commissioner. I want you

          8  to know, and I want the people to know, that this

          9  City is not run by one person, the King of New York

         10  has been long over. There is another side of City

         11  Hall, and these are your representatives and they

         12  are your friends, so don't ever think that City Hall

         13  is an enemy, it is not. There may be people there

         14  that you don't like, but the government does not

         15  consist in this town of one person.

         16                 Already that process has begun. Just

         17  yesterday, and it never happened before in the years

         18  I have been in the Council, we put $10 million into

         19  retraining the police and into hiring more minority

         20  police officers, and that was something that never

         21  would have been able to happen. The Mayor would have

         22  vetoed it, it would have gone to court, they would

         23  have said we were abusing jurisdiction and

         24  everything else. We are beginning that process and

         25  we intend to follow it through, and I want to assure
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          2  you of that, that this is only the beginning.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you

          4  very much.

          5                 Let me just be quick with the ground

          6  rules. Three minutes to share with us what you have

          7  to share. You should know that what you say is being

          8  recorded. My colleague Gifford Miller will let you

          9  know when your time is up, (bell sounded) I think

         10  you can hear that quite clearly. And then we will

         11  ask you in the spirit of cooperation to finish what

         12  you have to say and allow for those who come

         13  afterwards to share as well.

         14                 There are several organizations here

         15  that you should know, that are here to help in case

         16  there are some immediate concerns you want to have

         17  addressed. The Civilian Complaint Review Board is in

         18  the back, in case there is a need to speak with

         19  them. The Center for Constitutional Rights is also

         20  in the back, in case you need to speak with them.

         21  The Legal Aid Society is in the back, in case you

         22  need to speak with them.

         23                 And I would like to also introduce to

         24  you, perhaps for the first time, the Director of the

         25  Harlem Regional Office of the Attorney General, Ms.
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          2  Francine James. Would you stand up, Francine?

          3                 That office, if you don't know,

          4  represents the area from 86th Street North, from

          5  River to River, including all of the Bronx. It is

          6  located at the State Office Building on 125th

          7  Street, and of course everyone here is urged to take

          8  advantage of it and promises to be a very active and

          9  a very progressive operation, and at some point Ms.

         10  James may have a statement that she would like to

         11  read on behalf of the Attorney General as per a

         12  press conference that he had today relative to the

         13  subject that we are discussing right now. So, if she

         14  wants to, she will let us know.

         15                 So to begin, I would like to ask to

         16  come forward Mr. William Dobbs, David Hershey-Webb,

         17  Gary Masi. Please come to this mic, in the order

         18  that I called you.

         19                 And then on this mic, Ellen Hally,

         20  William Harrell, and Geraldine Lourie on this mic.

         21  And please introduce yourself for the record.

         22                 MR. DOBBS: Ready to go?

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Yes, sir.

         24                 MR. DOBBS: I am one of the ones who

         25  thought this was starting at 4:00, so I have been
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          2  here for awhile.

          3                 I am William Dobbs. Good afternoon.

          4  Thank you for holding this hearing, particularly

          5  Council Members Perkins and Michels, given how

          6  difficult it is to get into City Hall these days, it

          7  is always nice to be able to directly reach one's

          8  elected officials.

          9                 I grew up around Detroit, and Detroit

         10  had a unit called STRESS, Stop The Robberies and

         11  Enjoy Safe Streets, and I am waiting for one of

         12  these newspaper stories to dredge all of that STRESS

         13  stuff up, because a large number of citizens were

         14  murdered or killed by that unit over a period of

         15  years and listening to the Street Crime Unit in New

         16  York City reminds me of that time. And I am one of

         17  those, though I live way downtown, who feels that I

         18  am not safe for reasons that will become clear in a

         19  moment.

         20                 I would like to draw your attention

         21  to a potential policy change which is yesterday,

         22  during the St. Patrick's Parade, as there are every

         23  year, there were many hundreds, of not thousands of

         24  New York City firefighters and police. I am

         25  concerned about the wearing of uniforms in
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          2  situations where the police are not on duty. In

          3  other words, where they are not actually guarding or

          4  providing police protection. And the reason for that

          5  is, though it may seem innocent to march in a Martin

          6  Luther King Day event or a Gay Pride Parade or the

          7  St. Patrick's Parade, as a New Yorker it doesn't

          8  make me feel safe, it actually makes me feel that

          9  the police have other things on their mind and that

         10  the quality of justice I get depends on what

         11  particular cop I am dealing with. That is wrong.

         12                 I would also like to add in a similar

         13  vain, that there needs to be a separation of

         14  religion out of the Department. There are currently

         15  a number of Chaplains on the Police Department

         16  payroll. Unlike the army where they have to travel

         17  to far away places and need to have religious folks

         18  on duty, that needs to go.

         19                 I would also like to draw your

         20  attention to the reason why I often don't feel safe,

         21  which is as a gay man in this City some of the

         22  quality of life initiatives and the attitude of the

         23  Mayor plays itself out in trying to hunt down my

         24  kind.

         25                 I brought with me today a leaflet
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          2  which is titled Central Park Ramble, or Paradise or

          3  Police State, and it contains information about how

          4  the police, both in and out of uniform have been

          5  demanding identification from people simply using

          6  Central Park, and in some cases writing down names,

          7  addresses and phone numbers, for no good reason

          8  other than to intimidate and harass.

          9                 In addition, I would like to point

         10  out that the emergency call box system in Central

         11  Park does not connect, does not connect to 9-1-1,

         12  that needs to be remedied as soon as possible, and

         13  those call boxes are not only inadequate in number,

         14  but they are not visible at night, they are not lit

         15  up and they are not painted bright colors.

         16                 Thank you very much.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you.

         18                 David Hershey-Webb, representing

         19  Assemblyman Ed Sullivan.

         20                 Gary Masi.

         21                 MR. MASI: I have to be very careful,

         22  I am in Federal Court right now --

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: I am sorry, I

         24  can't hear you.

         25                 MR. MASI: I am in Federal Court right
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          2  now for my civil rights. I was advised by my

          3  attorney not to speak, but I am just going to be

          4  very brief about my statements.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Okay.

          6                 MR. MASI: I also wanted to give my

          7  prayers out to the families of Diallo and Biaz

          8  families, because what happened to them should never

          9  have happened, and hopefully never again.

         10                 But unfortunately, back in September,

         11  1997, I was assaulted and arrested by a Traffic

         12  Enforcement Agent, and it was a police cover-up. Not

         13  once, but three times this man choked me. His

         14  partner had to pull him off of me with his hands

         15  around my neck.

         16                 I have been to a couple of attorneys

         17  in the past. Because of soft tissue, they kind of

         18  bypassed the issue, which is unfortunate because it

         19  is not the idea of the soft tissue, it is the

         20  incident of what happened.

         21                 I was given obstruction of government

         22  administration and also a traffic ticket. Later on I

         23  was also charged four more times, okay, with three

         24  charges of assault, looking at one to three years in

         25  jail, over a traffic ticket.
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          2                 Basically I called Internal Affairs,

          3  the Mayor's Action Center, the Mayor's Office, CCRB,

          4  FBI, the U.S. Attorney General, and also my own

          5  Assemblyman -- sorry, Senator Seth Hannen (phonetic)

          6  in Long Island. I live in Long Island. This happened

          7  in New York City.

          8                 I was threatened twice by the New

          9  York -- basically by the DA's office, because if I

         10  did not accept it ACD, because I was going forward,

         11  pushing and pushing and pushing, okay, that I was

         12  going to be arrested - once for witness tampering,

         13  for my own witnesses; and the second one was also

         14  for harassing, because I was asking about my

         15  investigation of the Traffic Enforcement Officer.

         16                 Well, this particular Traffic

         17  Enforcement Agent has a history, like the guy from

         18  the Livote case. Prior to my case in September,

         19  there also has been about nine or ten complaints,

         20  and after it happened to me in September, he pushed

         21  a pedestrian through a plate glass window this past

         22  July, and also was involved with a thing with a

         23  cabbie last year also, in 1998.

         24                 And again, I was on the radio with

         25  Mr. Giuliani and nothing was done. I was basically
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          2  put down in every way, shape and form there was, and

          3  if it wasn't for the Lord, Jesus Christ, I probably

          4  would have cracked up. Because it is unfortunate

          5  what happened, it was just a terrible incident what

          6  happened.

          7                 So, I am kind of crying out to this

          8  board, and I will be behind you once my case is

          9  over, to fight in any way I can to change the

         10  policies on certain things, because it is disgusting

         11  what happened, and if it wasn't for the fortitude

         12  and the perseverance that I have, I probably would

         13  not be here today, I would be behind bars right now

         14  for one to three years over a traffic ticket, and it

         15  is really disgusting.

         16                 So, again, any help you could do

         17  would be much appreciated. Thank you for your time.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you.

         19                 I would like to acknowledge the

         20  presence of Councilwoman Kathryn Freed, who has just

         21  joined us.

         22                 William Harrell, the National Lawyers

         23  Guild and Center for Constitutional Rights.

         24                 MR. HARRELL: My name is Wil Harrell,

         25  I am an attorney with the National Lawyers Guild and
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          2  the Center for Constitutional Rights.

          3                 I just have a couple of announcements

          4  and a couple of comments.

          5                 As many of you may have read, we have

          6  filed a lawsuit against the Street Crimes Units of

          7  the New York Police Department, on the basis of a

          8  series of constitutional violations, and we are

          9  going to amend the complaint, meaning to expand it,

         10  and if there is anyone here who has been tossed,

         11  that is Street Crimes Unit terminology, harassed by

         12  plainclothes officers, at nighttime, we believe that

         13  was probably the Street Crimes Unit and we are

         14  looking for plaintiffs to join us in this lawsuit

         15  against the Street Crimes Unit. And if you have any

         16  other incident of police brutality, please come back

         17  to the back and speak with me and The Legal Aid

         18  Society, and there is probably something that we

         19  could do to help you regain your dignity and your

         20  rights against the Police Department.

         21                 I would also like to announce that

         22  the Center for Constitutional Rights have called for

         23  a National March on Washington, D.C., on April the

         24  3rd. If you are interested in participating in that,

         25  please call the Center for Constitutional Rights,
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          2  there is going to be a series of buses. The phone

          3  number is 614-6454, and if you didn't get that, we

          4  have cards in the back.

          5                 I just wanted to comment that I think

          6  it is incredibly encouraging that the City Council

          7  has taken a lot of their time to go all around this

          8  town and hear the public with regards to police

          9  brutality.

         10                 I just hope that with all the fervor

         11  in the streets and the interest of the City Council,

         12  that some real lasting reforms might come about and

         13  some of those could be an end to the 48-hour rule,

         14  take down the Street Crimes Unit and move back

         15  towards community-oriented policing, which is the

         16  complete opposite of what is the Street Crimes Unit,

         17  to create a statewide special prosecution to

         18  prosecute incidences of police misconduct, to create

         19  a line item in the police budget so that when the

         20  City and the taxpayers have to pay damages to a

         21  victim of police violence, it comes out of the

         22  police budget and not out of a general budget, which

         23  is currently the system. And also to create a

         24  residency requirement and to expand the numbers of

         25  minorities into the ranks and into the leadership
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          2  positions of the New York Police Department.

          3                 And finally, for the City Council not

          4  to create a budget for the hollow-point bullet,

          5  which is prohibited, has been prohibited in warfare

          6  since 1899.

          7                 Thank you.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you.

          9                 I want to also recognize the

         10  attendance of former State Senator Catherine Abate.

         11                 Next we want to hear from Carolyn

         12  Jordan. Geraldine Lourie.

         13                 Ms. Jordan, you are next. And

         14  following Ms. Jordan -- Ms. Lourie will be Ms.

         15  Jordan.

         16                 MS. JORDAN: Excuse me. I am not a

         17  professional speaker, but I wanted to attend this

         18  Speakout this afternoon so that it could be

         19  documented that police brutality occurred to me on

         20  June the 26th, 1998. I was with my child at my home,

         21  the police officers, there were four police officers

         22  who came out to my home. I was inside my home and

         23  two police officers knocked in my door and they

         24  requested -- at first they did not know, or could

         25  not say who they were asking. When they did finally
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          2  get a name out it was my daughter's name. My

          3  daughter was six years old. I responded to the

          4  police that she was my daughter, I am her mother,

          5  how may I help you? At that time the police officer

          6  stated to me that he was there because some people

          7  like to kick social workers' asses.

          8                 I did not understand what that meant,

          9  or what it should mean to me, if anything. I simply

         10  stated "how may I help you?" And he was very rude.

         11  They put their foot inside my apartment door, and I

         12  was very afraid because it was just myself and my

         13  six-year-old daughter at that time.

         14                 They said that they wanted to speak

         15  with me about something that had occurred with my

         16  older daughter. So, I told them that I would speak

         17  to them, and I didn't have any shoes on my feet, so

         18  I went and put my shoes on and I stepped into the

         19  hallway to speak to the officers.

         20                 The situation ensued where it went

         21  outside of the building, directly in front of the

         22  building at 39 West 129th Street where I was shoved

         23  into an iron fence. The police officer had his knee

         24  in my back, as well as a flashlight, and he was

         25  continuously shoving me against the iron fence and
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          2  the concrete that was there. And at this time I was

          3  holding onto my six-year-old daughter's hand. And at

          4  this time she is afraid now when she sees a police

          5  officer -- excuse me. And also at the time I was

          6  pregnant, I did not know it, I was two to three

          7  weeks pregnant at the time. I did not know it

          8  myself, but I later on found out.

          9                 At the hospital they said that I have

         10  an arthritis condition that could have been caused

         11  from these injuries because I never had any problem

         12  with my back at any time before.

         13                 I have filed a complaint with the

         14  Civilian Complaint Review Board. The officers were

         15  very rude to me, I did not speak rudely to them, I

         16  was very polite and respectful to them throughout

         17  the situation, and I was just not happy about the

         18  way the I was spoken to, and I felt like if I had

         19  been respected, that this situation would not have

         20  occurred. But it was this one police officer and he

         21  seemed to be in charge and he would not let any of

         22  the other officers speak to me or say anything to

         23  me. And I was arrested. Well, I did spend 30 days in

         24  jail. I was never told that I was arrested. I was

         25  never read any rights, and I really still have no
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          2  idea of why these police officers were at my home.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: How many days

          4  in jail did you spend?

          5                 MS. JORDAN: Thirty.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thirty?

          7                 MS. JORDAN: Yes.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Did you ever

          9  see a lawyer?

         10                 MS. JORDAN: Not as of yet, pertaining

         11  to this case.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: I am talking

         13  about when you were sentenced to 30 days?

         14                 MS. JORDAN: Yes, I did. A lawyer was

         15  appointed to me at the court.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Legal Aid?

         17                 MS. JORDAN: Yes.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER MILLER: What was the

         19  charged in which they charged you?

         20                 MS. JORDAN: There were three charges

         21  of obstruction of justice, and that is what they

         22  wanted me to plead guilty to for time served, or I

         23  could remain in prison for six months, at that time

         24  which the lawyer was saying that I would most likely

         25  be dismissed, but I did not understand why.

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            36

          1  MANHATTAN DELEGATION SPEAKOUT

          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER MILLER: So, in other

          3  words, they put you in a situation where you had no

          4  choice other than to plead guilty to obstruction of

          5  justice charges because otherwise they said you

          6  might be in jail for six months?

          7                 MS. JORDAN: Yes, that's correct.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER MILLER: And in the

          9  beginning of your testimony you stated that the

         10  police officers, when they came to the door you said

         11  that he was there because -- you said you didn't

         12  understand it, and I didn't understand it when you

         13  said it the first time. Can you say it again, what

         14  was the reason the police officer gave you that he

         15  was there?

         16                 MS. JORDAN: He said that he was there

         17  because some people like to kick social workers'

         18  asses.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: What was the

         20  original reason why they came supposedly?

         21                 Why did they come to your door to

         22  begin with?

         23                 MS. JORDAN: Okay, well, this had to

         24  do with a situation, I had two children at that

         25  time. My oldest daughter was 14 years old and she
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          2  had ran away from home, I knew where she was at, I

          3  had contacted everyone that I should have contacted,

          4  and it was just myself and my six-year-old daughter

          5  at home. When the police did come, did knock on my

          6  door, there was a social worker and her director

          7  from the agency whom I did not know that were

          8  outside in the hallway and they were standing

          9  against the wall away from my door where I could not

         10  see them, so I was not aware that they were there,

         11  and my apartment door opens towards the inside of my

         12  apartment. So, when the knock came on my door and I

         13  asked who it was, they said NYPD, and I opened up my

         14  door and that is what was stated to me, they asked

         15  for my six-year-old child. They did not ask for me.

         16  They did not even know who they were looking for.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER ELDRIDGE: Were they

         18  there to take your six-year-old -- to put your

         19  six-year-old child in foster care? Were they there

         20  for that purpose?

         21                 MS. JORDAN: Okay, well, that is

         22  something that I don't know. The police officers,

         23  because I was trying to figure out myself who should

         24  I be speaking with, should I be speaking with the

         25  officers, or should I be speaking with the social
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          2  workers, which was something that I also asked the

          3  police myself, because when I discovered that the

          4  social worker was standing in the hallway, when I

          5  came out to speak to them I asked who should I be

          6  speaking to? Should I be speaking to you? And I was

          7  directing myself towards the police officer at that

          8  time.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER ELDRIDGE: And to ask

         10  one more question, what happened to the six-year-old

         11  while you went to jail?

         12                 MS. JORDAN: The six-year-old was

         13  taken into foster care.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER ELDRIDGE: And do you

         15  have the six-year-old now living with you?

         16                 MS. JORDAN: No. At this time she is

         17  eight years old and she is still remaining in foster

         18  care at this time, and I am going to court for her.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER ELDRIDGE: Do you have

         20  a lawyer?

         21                 MS. JORDAN: Yes, I do.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER ELDRIDGE: Okay.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Okay, thank

         24  you very much.

         25                 Ms. Lourie, you know, we do have some
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          2  members of Legal Aid, and the Civilian Complaint

          3  Review Board in the back if you feel that they could

          4  be of assistance to you.

          5                 Next we will hear from this person.

          6                 MS. LOURIE: No, Geraldine Lourie.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Okay.

          8                 MS. LOURIE: That was Ms. Jordan.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Geraldine

         10  Lourie?

         11                 MS. LOURIE: That's me.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: All right.

         13                 MS. LOURIE: I have two different

         14  incidents that I am going to speak about very fastly

         15  -- very quickly, rather.

         16                 First of all, I just wanted to thank

         17  you, Council Member Perkins, for having such a

         18  forum, as well as Dr. Forbes, for allowing us to be

         19  here. I also just want to thank God for just having

         20  me to be here so that I can speak in front of all of

         21  you.

         22                 I want to say that I am very angry. I

         23  am very angry, I need a forum like this to vent in a

         24  positive way. I need a forum like this.

         25                 I want to say that I am very
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          2  stressed. I don't know who to call when something

          3  happens in my neighborhood. I am afraid to call the

          4  police because I don't want them to do anything

          5  wrong. I don't want to take upon the emotional

          6  stress that when they come they might do something.

          7  I feel that I am a supervisor over them if I call

          8  them, and I don't feel that I should feel that way.

          9                 First of all, I want to speak about

         10  an incident where on 131st Street, September of

         11  1998, where the police were called, I don't know why

         12  I walked up on the situation, I just observed the

         13  actions of the police officers, they were arresting

         14  a grandfather because he had a can in his hand or

         15  something, I don't know the exact situation. It is

         16  what happened afterwards that really made me angry.

         17                 In arresting this grandfather, his

         18  family were all outside, they became emotional, and

         19  one police officer who was putting the handcuffs on

         20  the gentleman told him that, and excuse me, he said,

         21  that "I will break your fucking nose or your face,

         22  if you don't put your hands behind your back." And

         23  as he did that a lot of little children were outside

         24  watching. Another officer took the time out to go to

         25  them and to tell them in a mocking way, to tell them
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          2  you are a bunch of idiots, calling everybody on the

          3  corner a bunch of idiots, and also showing the kids

          4  in a mocking way, this is all you have to do to be

          5  arrested, showing him as to putting his hands behind

          6  the back.

          7                 I didn't think that was very

          8  professional. I expect the police officers to come

          9  out, do their job and to ask in a very professional

         10  way, not to come out there and to mock me or mock me

         11  or laugh at me, that really makes me angry.

         12                 Another situation which happened in

         13  Brooklyn to my nephew. My nephew was standing on the

         14  corner and he observed something that was going on

         15  as a crowd was gathering. The police officers asked

         16  him to move back. He didn't move back fast enough,

         17  they snatched him off the bicycle, threw him into

         18  the car, put handcuffs on him, they cursed him out,

         19  spit in his face, called him a "nigger", told him

         20  that they would always follow him and he would

         21  always have to look behind his back for them.

         22                 My nephew before that was never

         23  arrested, a quiet young man, you know, and we were

         24  able to deal with him, he was like around 16 then.

         25                 After that happened to him, he turned
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          2  inward. He was afraid to go outside. Once he went

          3  outside he started being with the negative crowds,

          4  then we had problems with him, you know? He always

          5  asked the question why would they do that to me?

          6  What did I do? Why did they call me a "nigger"? Why

          7  did they beat me like that? Why would they spit in

          8  my face? I had no answers for you, you know? And I

          9  just feel helpless. I don't know about anybody else,

         10  but I feel helpless. I don't know what to do.

         11                 I hope as a result of everything that

         12  is going on that we can truly get some help in our

         13  communities.

         14                 Thank you.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you

         16  very much.

         17                 Again, for those of you that are

         18  interested in testifying, please don't forget to

         19  fill out a slip in the back in order that you can be

         20  called.

         21                 Next we will hear from Catherine

         22  Abate, a former State Senator, former Correction

         23  Commissioner, former Probation Officer, and a good

         24  friend.

         25                 MS. ABATE: I wish I were an officer,
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          2  but I was just the Commissioner.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Commissioner.

          4  I didn't mean to demote you so easily.

          5                 MS. ABATE: That's okay.

          6                 I want to thank, again, the City

          7  Council for having these hearings. I debated back

          8  and forth whether I would come to another hearing, I

          9  have been at a number of these hearings, and every

         10  hearing I go to I am overwhelmed by what I hear. Not

         11  just the rage and anger, the fear people have

         12  towards the very individuals that are there to

         13  protect them, but I hear sorrow, and the whole

         14  nation is watching what New York City is doing about

         15  this problem, and I feel it is very important that

         16  all of us, from communities around this City, come

         17  forward and united. Just because maybe individuals

         18  in our community where we live are not affected, we

         19  are affected because it is our City. If one person

         20  is denied their civil rights, that means everyone in

         21  the City is denied their civil rights, and let's not

         22  look back ten years from now and ask ourselves where

         23  were we? Where was that deafening silence? Why did

         24  not we all come forward and be heard and that is one

         25  of the reasons I have come back again, because it is
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          2  important now for all of us, all of us, whether we

          3  are African-American or Latino or Asian or white,

          4  Italian, Jewish, Irish, I could go on, all of us

          5  have to stand up and be counted.

          6                 I am also here because this is an

          7  enormous opportunity, out of this tragedy is

          8  opportunity, and we have to make sure that Amadou

          9  Diallo did not die in vain.

         10                 This is not a new problem, there have

         11  been good police officers for ages and there have

         12  been bad police officers for ages. Remember the

         13  Knapp Commission? Remember the Mollen Commission?

         14  The Louima Commission? We go on, there is a crisis,

         15  there is a scandal, there is a tragedy, there are a

         16  few headlines and then everything returns to

         17  business as normal. I am hoping, and I am here to

         18  plead with the City Council, and all the concerned

         19  citizens of this City, to say this is going to be

         20  different this time. This is not just another

         21  commission, just not another scandal, we need to see

         22  fundamental change.

         23                 As Commissioner of Correction and

         24  Probation, I worked with many fine Correction

         25  officers, Probation Officers, people in law
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          2  enforcement, that understood what respect they had

          3  for power and the people they had to protect. But

          4  there were individuals that abused power, and one of

          5  the most critical issues facing law enforcement

          6  today is excessive use of force and abuse.

          7                 We must deal with that issue, and I

          8  hope that what comes out of this is fundamental

          9  change, systematic change, comprehensive change, not

         10  change that will last one month after scandal, but

         11  changes that will be put in place, so that ten years

         12  from now they could look back on today, on these

         13  hearings and say this is where it started. It didn't

         14  start and begin and end three weeks later, the real

         15  change occurs and the only thing that I would add is

         16  that I hope the City Council will look at is

         17  establishing an oversight agency. Not just a

         18  civilian review complaint board, which is very

         19  important, because they will investigate individual

         20  cases, but an agency that monitors, that works with

         21  the Police Department to ensure this fundamental

         22  change, whether it is in hiring, recruitment and

         23  training, whether it is supervisory accountability

         24  or administrative sanctions, there needs to be a

         25  body looking at what the Police Department is doing.
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          2                 I would suggest this is required,

          3  because it is required for the Department of

          4  Correction.

          5                 Let me just add one thing. When I was

          6  Commissioner of Correction, there were eight

          7  oversight agencies looking at what we did at Rikers

          8  Island from the State Commission of Correction, from

          9  the New York City Board of Correction, from

         10  Inspector Generals, from federal judges, from Legal

         11  Aid Society, City Council, why have we required for

         12  the Correction Department, and why aren't we

         13  requiring it for the Police Department?

         14                 Thank you very much. We need to heal

         15  this City, we need to come together, and let's not

         16  look at cosmetic changes, we need the fundamental

         17  change.

         18                 Thank you.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you.

         20                 Francine James, Director of Harlem

         21  Regional Office, Attorney General's Office for New

         22  York State.

         23                 MS. JAMES: Today Elliot Spitzer, the

         24  Attorney General of the State of New York, announced

         25  that he would begin a civil rights inquiry into the
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          2  investigative practices of the New York City Police

          3  Department.

          4                 It is the position at the Attorney

          5  General's Office that the relationship between the

          6  community and law enforcement forms one of the

          7  cornerstones of our society in our City. That

          8  relationship has become frayed, and it is the

          9  responsibility of our office at this point to

         10  investigate how and why we have reached this point.

         11                 A major threat to consistent and

         12  successful law enforcement is the widespread belief

         13  that the police powers are not exercised fairly and

         14  evenly, particularly in the case of Stop and Frisk

         15  practices in minority communities.

         16                 The heightened tensions between the

         17  Department and minority community are hurting each

         18  other, and officers' abilities to do their job. We

         19  believe our work will help to rebuild the

         20  relationship between the police and the minority

         21  communities.

         22                 The Attorney General has therefore

         23  decided to investigate allegations that the

         24  Constitution's fourth amendment protections against

         25  unreasonable searches and seizures are not being
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          2  followed in all circumstances.

          3                 Specifically the inquiry by the

          4  Attorney General will focus on stop and frisk

          5  practices, where police officers detain and search

          6  people on the streets.

          7                 Last year, tens of thousands of New

          8  Yorkers, a disproportionate number of them, black

          9  and Latino, were stopped and searched by the New

         10  York City Police Department. The question is whether

         11  on the whole people's rights are being respected and

         12  protected, and if not, whether such violations

         13  create an atmosphere that leads to more serious

         14  abuses.

         15                 The Attorney General wants to make

         16  clear that our office is not questioning the

         17  authority of the police to stop and frisk people

         18  suspected of possible criminal activity, our

         19  investigation will focus on allegations that

         20  officers are targeting minorities for stops without

         21  credible reasons.

         22                 The investigation will be thorough

         23  and fair and will be based on hard facts and hard

         24  numbers. We will look carefully to determine whether

         25  there is systemic problem within the Police
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          2  Department, and if so, what changes need to be made

          3  to ensure that the civil rights of all City

          4  residents are protected.

          5                 The investigative efforts of our

          6  office will include collecting facts from all

          7  sources, including listening to the horror stories

          8  that are articulated here in today's forum.

          9                 Our mission is to seek out the truth

         10  and go wherever the facts lead us. It is the hope

         11  that our investigation will lead to a better

         12  relationship between the Police Department and the

         13  citizens of New York and to stop the violence that

         14  we are hearing today.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you

         16  very much.

         17                 I want to acknowledge the attendance

         18  of State Assemblyman Scott Stringer.

         19                 Next we will hear from Christine St.

         20  Louis.

         21                 Please pronounce your name for the

         22  record.

         23                 MS. ST. LOUIS: Good afternoon. My

         24  name is Christine St. Louis.

         25                 On October 2nd, 1990, my husband was
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          2  arrested in his driveway. Between 9:00 and 10:00 he

          3  had dropped off a child, which I was babysitting,

          4  that Friday. He was in the driveway, already parked

          5  in the driveway and we have a long driveway so he

          6  got out of the car, opened the gate and was getting

          7  back in the car to proceed in the driveway when two

          8  police officers stopped and came out.

          9                 I was standing up in the doorway,

         10  when I saw that I came out, and my husband in return

         11  said officer is there a problem, this is my wife, I

         12  live here, this is my driveway, is there anything I

         13  could help you with? The officer return to him and

         14  say shut up, I ask the questions here, boy.

         15                 In the meanwhile we was there arguing

         16  with the officer, he say I want to see the papers,

         17  in return I asked the officer what papers would you

         18  like to see? He didn't give me any indication what

         19  papers he wanted. I assumed he though the car was a

         20  stolen car. I said I have all the documents for the

         21  car. He still didn't say anything, he said, listen,

         22  I am not speaking to you. I say what is the problem?

         23  In the meanwhile, the officer slamming my husband

         24  down on the car. I started to panic, and screamed.

         25  The people next door came out, the church members
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          2  came out, and we were still asking the officer what

          3  was the problem, what did my husband do? He never

          4  say anything to us, never identify themselves. They

          5  arrested my husband. After he put the cuff on he

          6  spray mace in his eyes, they cuff him in his side

          7  (sic), they took him down to the precinct. And I

          8  still went up to the officer, I say to the officer

          9  what papers do you want? He said bring down the

         10  registration and the license down to the precinct.

         11  Which I took, the neighbor took me down there, I

         12  gave it to them. They asked me, where is the car? I

         13  said the car is in the driveway, on the property. I

         14  say you cannot get to the car. I say what are you

         15  arresting my husband for? Because he told me to go

         16  home. I said what are you arresting my husband for?

         17  He say does he drink? I say, no, my husband doesn't

         18  drink. He said well you best go because your husband

         19  is not going home tonight.

         20                 Then I call, I started to make noise.

         21  I say can I speak with somebody who is in charge

         22  here who can tell me exactly what is going on? When

         23  of the officers came and say your husband has been

         24  arrested for driving with a defective front

         25  headlight.
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          2                 I panicked. I didn't know what to do.

          3  I went back home, about 2:00. I was to get a lawyer

          4  to take his arraignment, he spent the whole night in

          5  prison. He came out. This is so devastating for me,

          6  seeing the way the police officer handled my

          7  husband, and maybe if I wasn't standing there, what

          8  could have happened if I wasn't there and came

          9  outside and make a whole noise for everybody that

         10  came out. You know, it always flashes back to me,

         11  and nerve-racking every time I see a cop I am afraid

         12  to step outside of my own house. My husband is in

         13  his own little world, since this incident.

         14                 In return, we talked to lawyers that

         15  advise us, take ACD, and in six months it will go

         16  away, and that is what we ended up doing. But I am

         17  still not satisfied. This is killing me and it's

         18  hard to live with that.

         19                 We had to pay all of these fees out

         20  for something like this when nothing was involved

         21  with the car. The lights, the car was working very

         22  fine. I took the papers from the car, the Reverend

         23  from the church was there as a witness, nobody was

         24  there to listen to us, and he have to end up taking

         25  something that we didn't want.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you

          3  very much.

          4                 Lane Serota, Riverside Language

          5  Program, New York Public Library.

          6                 Please identify yourself before you

          7  speak.

          8                 MS. SEROTA: Okay.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: It's for the

         10  tape.

         11                 MS. SEROTA: Okay. Lane Serota, and I

         12  am here on my own behalf, although I work for the

         13  Riverside Language Program upstairs in the church

         14  and have for many years, and also coordinate

         15  classes, English classes, in the public library, in

         16  the New York Public Library, in the Bronx and in

         17  Manhattan and Staten Island. And as I said, I am not

         18  here with official-- as officially from them, but I

         19  couldn't help but come tonight when I saw the notice

         20  about it. But one of our libraries is in the Bronx,

         21  the Classons Point Library in the Soundview Morrison

         22  area, right in the vicinity where Amadou Diallo

         23  lived, and we have students in that library and also

         24  many others who have come from countries from all

         25  over the world, and he could have been one of our
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          2  students.

          3                 We have others from that country

          4  there, and as I said, from many countries, and I am

          5  scared to death for on their behalf of what they are

          6  up against, the students in the neighborhood where

          7  we run the classes, and not only because of the

          8  factor of color of skin, but also that is bad enough

          9  in itself. It is terrible, but on top of that I am

         10  thinking about the language barriers, and I couldn't

         11  help but wonder, I don't know, but in the case of

         12  Amadou Diallo, I read in the paper it said, okay, he

         13  had been here a couple of years and he had English,

         14  but I see and know from teaching, having taught many

         15  years, too, that it is all together possible that on

         16  top of everything else in a situation like that, if

         17  the police are yelling and saying something to you,

         18  that in that moment under pressure, the English that

         19  you have learned that is not really solid can just

         20  fall by the wayside, and it could be, someone could

         21  be saying hands up or drop things and just panic and

         22  not really understand exactly what they are hearing.

         23  And one response I am well aware of is reaching for

         24  your ID to show who you are when you are approached

         25  by authority, that that is your safety, and I just
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          2  imagine, I just picture in my mind that he could

          3  have been reaching for his key or he could have been

          4  reaching for his ID as his protection to show who is

          5  he.

          6                 So, I don't know whether this extra

          7  factor of language, I feel this is a sensitivity not

          8  only to everything about a person, in New York City

          9  that the police need to be sensitized, they are not

         10  out in the boonies somewhere, they are in this big

         11  city full of people from everywhere and with every

         12  language and learning English as well, and

         13  sensitivity training is really called for, I feel,

         14  because I have been out to visit neighborhoods in

         15  the Bronx and various places that I know the

         16  community, and feel they need to get to know the

         17  people and I don't think the police are doing this.

         18  And this is what they really have to do, so that

         19  they relate to the community, ideally come from the

         20  community but relate to the people in the community

         21  and are aware of the needs in that community, and

         22  treat them with respect and with sensitivity.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you

         24  very much.

         25                 Vincent Miller and Hylda Clarke.
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          2                 MR. MILLER: Good afternoon.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Please

          4  introduce yourself, again, for the record.

          5                 MR. MILLER: My name is Vincent

          6  Miller, from Jamaica progressively.

          7                 I want to make an observation. We

          8  thank you all for having this session, we need it.

          9                 In many instances the police is

         10  acting like when storm troopers started first in

         11  Hitler's Germany, and one of the reasons we don't

         12  hear a lot worse comments is that people are totally

         13  afraid of going to the police or reporting it.

         14                 When we have a system in this City

         15  where the people are afraid to report police action,

         16  we are in serious trouble, and it is happening right

         17  now.

         18                 If you were to have a booth here and

         19  have people go in the booth where they don't have to

         20  show their faces and give their addresses, you would

         21  be shocked to hear some of the things that are

         22  happening. It is happening all over. We have had

         23  members in our organization in which the police

         24  would kick your door down, they have a complaint

         25  against a neighbor or so and they kick the person's
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          2  door down. And when the people that live there own

          3  the building, as them, inquire what is up, they will

          4  tell them shut the f--- up, we will kick you down,

          5  we will do this, and this is happening everyday. We

          6  have a gestapo that is happening here among the

          7  police.

          8                 I am 65 years old, the police have

          9  stopped me. I have a friend of mine who was driving

         10  through Dyckman Avenue up in the Bronx, in Upper

         11  Manhattan, we went through a yellow light, we might

         12  have gone through the red, we stopped at the very

         13  next light. Four policemen came up behind us in a

         14  cruiser, an unmarked car, and let me tell you, the

         15  attitude, I had to ask one of them, what have we

         16  done you? This was a traffic citation, we were not

         17  fleeing, and the attitude they had was like, you

         18  dogs, we want to hurt you. I had to say what has

         19  happened? What did we do you? The attitude for most

         20  of the white police officers is like it is like it

         21  is them against us. Not them and the good people and

         22  the community, against the bad people. They have

         23  taken away the trust that we want to give them, with

         24  decent people in the community would work with them,

         25  they do not want to work with them, they are afraid.
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          2  Whether you are afraid of the police is a serious

          3  crime, and we really need some serious effort to let

          4  these policemen know when they come into the

          5  community they are paid to protect us, to work with

          6  us. They are not demagogues over us, and if we don't

          7  stop that, we are going to have some serious

          8  problems, because the young men out there are

          9  impatient, they carry guns, they are armed, don't

         10  fool yourself. They will lose, but they will go down

         11  fighting, and we have to stop this thing and bring

         12  back some sense of trust.

         13                 Thank you.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you.

         15                 Ms. Hylda Clarke. Followed by Cliff

         16  Joseph.

         17                 Please introduce yourself again, just

         18  for the recording.

         19                 MS. CLARKE: Thank you. I am Hylda

         20  Clarke, with the West 150th Street 500 Association,

         21  and with the Riverside Church, and lots of other

         22  connections.

         23                 I would like to speak about an

         24  incident that I am sure has left a young man dead or

         25  paralyzed.
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          2                 Looking from my back window I saw a

          3  police officer, I assume from the 30th Precinct,

          4  trying to bring in someone who probably shouldn't

          5  have been in the back yard. He was struggling, a

          6  large officer, but struggling with the young man,

          7  who certainly didn't want to be taken in. So the

          8  officer hit him, and he fell flat on the ground.

          9  Then the officer got furious because he couldn't

         10  pick him up, and he struck that young man with his

         11  pistol and he struck him again, and shouted at him,

         12  stand up, and he called him names. And I feel any

         13  six-year-old would have understood that the man was

         14  in no condition to stand, after getting hit by

         15  somebody who hit as hard as he could in the middle

         16  of the back. So, I called the 30th Precinct and I

         17  was told we will look into it, and I waited because

         18  it wasn't happening fast enough. So, I called the

         19  Precinct again, and they said we told you we will be

         20  looking into it.

         21                 In the meantime, a fellow officer

         22  came around the corner of the building and said, you

         23  know, he exclaimed, man, what are you doing? And the

         24  two of them, one on the other side, lifted the man

         25  and carried him out of the backyard.

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            60

          1  MANHATTAN DELEGATION SPEAKOUT

          2                 My concern is that the insensitivity,

          3  the officer just went into a range, and started

          4  pounding the man in the back. His own frustration I

          5  am sure. I felt really helpless because I couldn't

          6  assure that something could be done to help that

          7  young man, and that is the reason why I said he is

          8  either dead or paralyzed for the rest of his life. I

          9  have never seen anyone hit like that before.

         10                 So, I wish I knew what we could do. I

         11  didn't have a video camera at the time. I wished I

         12  knew what I could do. I expect it will happen again

         13  with conditions the way they are these days.

         14                 Thank you.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you.

         16                 Again, I want to remind folks, number

         17  one, that if you want to testify you can sign up in

         18  the back and that way we can call you.

         19                 Number two, the Center for

         20  Constitutional Rights, the Legal Aid, and the

         21  Civilian Complaint Review Board are in the back. If

         22  there is some immediate concerns that you need to

         23  have addressed, don't hesitate to go and see them in

         24  the back to get some assistance.

         25                 Now we will hear from Mr. Cliff
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          2  Joseph, followed by Ellen Haley.

          3                 And we are being joined by another

          4  colleague from the City Council, Guillermo Linares.

          5                 Please introduce yourself.

          6                 MR. JOSEPH: Cliff Joseph. I am here

          7  to represent the October 22nd Coalition Against

          8  Police Brutality, Repression and Criminalization of

          9  a Generation.

         10                 I hold in my hand a document that we

         11  put together and this document holds the names and

         12  the incidents of police brutality and killings of

         13  young men, young women and children. Not only in New

         14  York City but across the nation, and I have hundreds

         15  of names in this document.

         16                 You know, this epidemic has got to be

         17  put to a stop, but in order for this to happen, I

         18  think we need to listen to words of the brother who

         19  just brought our attention to the past, the Nazi,

         20  Germany that most of us in this room I believe know

         21  about.

         22                 We have some very well informed

         23  people here, but I think it would be a shame to

         24  leave Riverside Church stuck in the mire of denial

         25  about what is going on in America. That would defeat
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          2  us.

          3                 We also don't want to leave Riverside

          4  Church in spiritual poverty. Get it together, folks,

          5  we really have a very serious battle to fight, as

          6  the reverend told us in his opening statements. And

          7  if we are going to fight this battle effectively and

          8  successfully, we are going to have to stop denying

          9  what is happening in America, what is happening in

         10  our world, and really get together and put together

         11  a serious movement to put a stop to this evil that

         12  is gripping us. Let's do it, people.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you

         14  very much.

         15                 I want to acknowledge the presence of

         16  Diane Lacey Winley, Reverend Diane Winley of

         17  Riverside Church, who has joined us.

         18                 And next is Ellen Haley.

         19                 MR. HALEY: I want to be brief, but I

         20  want to speak on behalf of the December 12th

         21  Coalition, and on behalf of the Momia Coalition.

         22                 New York City has been considered

         23  number one for police brutality and racial hatred by

         24  Amnesty International. From Philadelphia to New

         25  York, racism is the number one issue. I speak as a
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          2  Jew, as a communist, and one as an organizer, living

          3  in a building experiencing racial hatred every day.

          4  Leaflets get torn off my door, I get called a

          5  "monkey lover", and the "N" word is written on the

          6  door of African-American people. So, I, as an

          7  organizer am experiencing racial hatred and we need

          8  to stop it, we need to shut down racism, dump

          9  Giuliani and Clinton as well. They are no good. We

         10  need a revolution and we need to stop the racial

         11  hatred in this City, in Philadelphia and wherever it

         12  exists.

         13                 We are urging people to call Maxine

         14  Waters and demand an unconditional release for

         15  Mamiha Abdul Jamal. The phone number is (202)

         16  225-2201. Please make that call to the Chair of the

         17  Black Congressional Caucus, we demand immediate

         18  release for Mamiha.  A new trial, unconditional

         19  release. He is innocent. He is accused of killing a

         20  white cop. He is innocent. He is being framed up

         21  because he is African, and because he has taken on

         22  the struggle of repressed people. He is a freedom

         23  fighter. Freedom fighters all over are being

         24  harassed and victimized. We lost an Irish-American

         25  freedom fighter two days ago, and we are losing
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          2  freedom fighters. We need to shut down racial hatred

          3  and anti-Semitism and Anti-communism.

          4                 Thank you for listening. Have a safe

          5  evening.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you,

          7  Ms. Haley.

          8                 Jennifer deLarge, followed by Annette

          9  Clark.

         10                 MS. DeLARGE: Hi. When I came this

         11  evening, I hadn't really planned to speak, I speak

         12  on my own behalf. Although I am one of the newer

         13  members here at Riverside, I am a returned

         14  Peacecorps volunteer, so I bring with me my

         15  experience, being an immigrant in another country

         16  and what that means.

         17                 And also, I am a junior high ESL

         18  teacher in Morrisania in the South Bronx. Our

         19  students are very diverse. I am an ESL teacher, and

         20  they come from all over the globe, and I have seen

         21  some of my own students questioned by the police

         22  without their parents there. And my concern even

         23  today, we spoke to the eighth graders about gang

         24  activity, what does it mean for my students to have

         25  to be told, just what does it mean for my students
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          2  and this generation coming up to live in fear of the

          3  police of their neighborhoods that are supposed to

          4  protect them.

          5                 And yet they are growing up with the

          6  example that they are to be afraid of them because

          7  of their skin color, because they are from another

          8  country. And I really question, and perhaps this is

          9  something that others are wondering too, what

         10  cultural sensitivity training are the police

         11  officers given? Because even Anapolis, small town

         12  Maryland, when a large group of Salvadorian

         13  immigrants came the police were given training in

         14  the fact that if you come from an oppressed country,

         15  the way you react to the police will not be the

         16  same, because maybe in your home country the police

         17  could beat you up, you are going to react out of

         18  fear, not because you are necessarily guilty, and

         19  the same as she said earlier, you reach into your

         20  pocket desperately hoping, this is my ID, please,

         21  please, you know, don't do whatever, and you can get

         22  shot for that. I just think that maybe there needs

         23  to be more training and sensitivity to people who

         24  don't speak English well and the fact that, yes, you

         25  can speak English, but it is different when you are
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          2  in a panicked situation.

          3                 I know that from living in a foreign

          4  country for three years, and I was questioned by

          5  police. That foreign language goes out the window

          6  and you panic.

          7                 And I am also concerned if it is so

          8  revealing, this case that is going on now, why I

          9  feel like the police are hiding information and are

         10  quick to cover up - oh, well, his record of asylum

         11  was wrong, or in the one case I heard of, oh, well,

         12  does he drink? It is like they make these quick

         13  decisions and then, oh, well, we have to find a

         14  reason to do this.

         15                 My major concern is, again, for my

         16  students and the community, what does it mean for

         17  community, and particularly for this new generation

         18  growing up, to live in fear?

         19                 To live in fear of the police who are

         20  supposed to protect them, and if you are being

         21  approached and you are 15, 16 years old, dark

         22  skinned, and someone is asking you who you are and

         23  they are not telling you who they are, I would act

         24  defensive, much less a 16-year-old kid.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you
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          2  very much.

          3                 Please introduce yourself again.

          4                 MS. CLARK: Good evening. Annette

          5  Clark. Okay, I have a heavy voice, so I will back

          6  away.

          7                 I just came here to share something

          8  with you. I am a member of the Riverside Church

          9  prison ministry, I volunteer with youth. Since 1985

         10  I volunteer seven weeks of my time with children who

         11  are enrolled in the summer jobs program.

         12                 I call myself an educator. Meaning, I

         13  explain to them what kind of behavior is

         14  appropriate, it is up to them to get that behavior

         15  right.

         16                 But I am here to share an experience

         17  that happened to me last year. Last year I was in my

         18  apartment. Around 6:00 I was on the telephone.

         19  Someone came banging on the door and it frightened

         20  me, so I hollered, who is banging on my door? Stop

         21  banging on my door. The men said it was the police.

         22  I had no problem with that. I went to the door, I

         23  asked, what do you want? Just open up, open up, and

         24  they were telling people to move. So, I am glad that

         25  I was on the telephone, so I put on my clothing and
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          2  I opened the door and I said yes, sir? They said, we

          3  heard that someone got shot in your apartment. I

          4  said not here, sir. I said it is only here, me and

          5  my daughter and my daughter is a lawyer. They said

          6  we must come in. So, I let them in. I was

          7  traumatized for some time by that.

          8                 I know the police is important to us,

          9  but I also know, too, that I have in my heart fear,

         10  because I know I do no wrong, but I do know that

         11  they are looking for somebody who looks like me, or

         12  if they hear that your house got a dead body in it,

         13  are you supposed to open up that door? I opened it

         14  up because I was afraid. So, I just wanted to share

         15  that with you.

         16                 I don't get paid for what I do, I

         17  volunteer. And I know every Wednesday during the

         18  summer I walk up and down 125th Street and talk to

         19  young people, because to me it is like a war zone

         20  out there.

         21                 So I do hope that your hearing will

         22  help in some way. I know you can't legislate

         23  people's behavior, but I know they have to have a

         24  heart, and sometimes people don't have a heart

         25  because they think black people are bad because they
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          2  oppress or their pants are hanging off of them.

          3                 But I do thank you, Mr. Perkins, and

          4  I thank my minister Forbes.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you

          6  very much.

          7                 I just want to let you know that,

          8  again, the Manhattan Delegation has sponsored this,

          9  as well as five other Speakouts throughout the

         10  Borough of Manhattan, on the lower east side, in

         11  Washington Heights, in East Harlem, on the upper

         12  west side, all over this borough for the purpose of

         13  trying to hear from our constituents about their

         14  experiences with the police and then to be followed

         15  on Monday, the 22nd, at 10:00 a.m., with oversight

         16  hearings of the Street Crimes Unit, those units that

         17  are the focus of the crisis that we are presently

         18  experiencing and I just want you to know that all of

         19  the Council members in the Manhattan Delegation have

         20  been sponsoring these particular Speakouts in the

         21  Borough of Manhattan, some of whom are here today.

         22                 Thank you very much.

         23                 And now, without further ado, let me

         24  call on a good friend of ours who represents this

         25  community in so many ways, Reverend Diane Winley.
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          2                 REVEREND WINLEY: Thank you. I am glad

          3  to just rise for a moment to express my thanks to

          4  our Dr. Forbes for making the church available for

          5  such an important gathering, and to have all of you

          6  here, honorable Ronnie Eldridge, Gifford Miller,

          7  Guillermo Linares, Bill Perkins, Stanley Michels,

          8  Kathryn Freed, and you are very well known to me for

          9  your work and on our behalf in the City Council, and

         10  it is extraordinary work, not well paid, not well

         11  appreciated. But we are very grateful for your work

         12  in all the areas that affect us, education, health

         13  care, how our community is laid out and under attack

         14  at all times, and we are very grateful for the

         15  stands that you take.

         16                 I am rising tonight to say that I am

         17  proud to be one of 59 ministers from the United

         18  Church of Christ, in churches around the

         19  Metropolitan area of New York, who have signed a

         20  letter condemning the assassination of Amadou

         21  Diallo, and the policy of racial and ethnic

         22  profiling by the police in the City of New York. I

         23  am sorry I don't have the letter here but a copy has

         24  been sent to you and I hope it can be a part of the

         25  record of this hearing tonight.
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          2                 We stand against this action and we

          3  are reaching out to other denominations, to other

          4  faith-based organizations, and we want to be a part

          5  of a movement that puts a stop to this kind of

          6  practice and we want to join you and whatever

          7  efforts that you spearhead in this direction.

          8                 Thank you.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you

         10  very much.

         11                 I want to now call on Councilwoman

         12  Ronnie Eldridge.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER ELDRIDGE: My colleague

         14  is calling on me because I am going to leave, and I

         15  just wanted to say a few things.

         16                 But with the Reverend Winley, who I

         17  know too well as Diane Lacey, brought back many

         18  memories and I wanted to add something that is

         19  beyond the purview of this hearing, but Diane Lacey

         20  and I worked together on Mayor John Lindsay's staff

         21  29 years ago. And 29 years ago, or 30 years ago, I

         22  used to come up to this church during the Vietnam

         23  War when there were people who didn't want to be

         24  drafted and who were being arrested, or when there

         25  were speakouts or prayer services, and Diane and I
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          2  worked in City Hall at the height of the Cambodian

          3  invasion attack and at the height of the

          4  anti-Vietnam spirit, when thousands and thousands of

          5  people marched across the Brooklyn Bridge and

          6  thousands and thousands of people would gather

          7  around City Hall, and even the day of the killing of

          8  the Kent State children, youngsters, when we lowered

          9  the flag at City Hall and the workers from down in

         10  Wall Street marched to City Hall, and with the help

         11  of a couple of members of the City Council, invaded

         12  City Hall, and went up stairs and raised the flag

         13  again, we never had a serious police presence the

         14  way we have now at City Hall. Never were the

         15  entrances blocked to the citizens of this City,

         16  never were there fences around or police cars

         17  blocking the entry way, always the steps to City

         18  Hall were open to anyone who wanted to come to talk

         19  about how they felt or what their problems were.

         20                 One of the groups that came in the

         21  seventies was led by George Wiley, the Welfare

         22  Rights Organization, and they camped overnight for

         23  several days in City Hall Park, and they had the

         24  unrestricted use in City Hall Park, the Plaza and

         25  the steps, and I don't know how many of you have

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            73

          1  MANHATTAN DELEGATION SPEAKOUT

          2  been to City Hall recently, it is totally encircled

          3  by a very high fence, it has police all over, it has

          4  gates across the driveway, it has got police cars

          5  blocking them, the police officers actually

          6  embarrassed at their duties. No one can get in there

          7  unless they have identification and this is the

          8  United States where you are supposed to be able to

          9  walk in the streets without identification, no one

         10  can get into City Hall without identification. You

         11  have to enter in the basement. We are allowed only

         12  to have 50 people on the steps of City Hall, and all

         13  of this is a control and a lack of respect for

         14  people and a lack of understanding of the people of

         15  this City.

         16                 So, as we have had our hearings and

         17  traveled around this borough, the testimony has been

         18  compelling, and what is interesting is that each

         19  community has its own emphasis and its own

         20  perspective.

         21                 The hearing in Harlem, which was one

         22  of the first hearings, the testimony was so eloquent

         23  and the fears of mothers about their children being

         24  on the street, or the fear of the children of the

         25  police, the incredible constant occurrences of young
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          2  men being stopped with the saying you fit the

          3  description. When we went to Washington Heights with

          4  the Dominican population, the stories of invasions

          5  in the apartments and the police taking keys and

          6  going into the apartment without a search warrant --

          7  you are not allowed to search the person's home

          8  without a search warrant in this country -- looking

          9  for the drugs. The Dominican drivers of taxis, the

         10  Dominican, the bodega owners, the oppression that

         11  they are feeling from the police, and in my own

         12  district, the west side, where we had testimony from

         13  some of the people of color a to the attitude, but

         14  we also had testimony from people who are Caucasian

         15  of the over, the strong police presence and the

         16  being awakened at 5:00 in the morning because there

         17  was a warrant, that someone went through a red

         18  light, or being stopped and handcuffed, and

         19  handcuffed to the gates of the cell of the precinct

         20  because the tail light was out, and all of it points

         21  to the balance that we need to find, between having

         22  a drop in crime and safe streets, but also to have

         23  personal liberties and freedoms, and that is the

         24  challenge to us, and this, I think this

         25  Administration, and I believe the direction of the

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            75

          1  MANHATTAN DELEGATION SPEAKOUT

          2  police, they are constantly being cheered on by the

          3  Mayor, that they do not understand what this City is

          4  like, and who lives in this City and what we really

          5  want.

          6                 And so, they won't let people come to

          7  City Hall, and they are interested in imposing this

          8  order and they have a lack of respect I think for

          9  our own rights and freedom.

         10                 So, we are going to meet tomorrow as

         11  a delegation, and to discuss what we are going to do

         12  next. I think what we are going to do is compile all

         13  of our views and questions and opinions from the

         14  hearings, and to try to make some very substantial

         15  recommendations and then to issue a report, but that

         16  is just the beginning of our work and we hope to be

         17  able to move the City Council to see that there is

         18  new legislation, but also to make the citizens of

         19  the City aware that they have to speak up.

         20                 We had a press conference this

         21  morning of business leaders and religious leaders

         22  and community leaders and it was a very fine press

         23  conference, but it was missing many people who we

         24  are told are unwilling to speak out because they

         25  fear the vindictiveness of this Administration, they
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          2  are either part of organizations who are funded by

          3  this City, or they have business with the City and

          4  they are afraid that they will lose that ability to

          5  work with the City if they speak out.

          6                 But we have to remember that we are

          7  guided by our principles, and those of us who

          8  believe in a just society have to speak out.

          9                 So, I thank you very much and I

         10  apologize for leaving.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you

         12  very much.

         13                 Ronnie Eldridge is the co-chair of

         14  the Manhattan Delegation.

         15                 Next we will hear from Councilwoman

         16  Kathryn Freed.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: Yes, I don't

         18  want to belabor the point either, like most of the

         19  members of the Council, Manhattan members, we have

         20  been going around everywhere, and it is true, there

         21  is a frightening similarity of stories and of

         22  similar problems from all parts of Manhattan, of

         23  people who have been abused for no reason, other

         24  than sometimes being in the wrong place or even the

         25  right place at the wrong time, and for people of all
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          2  colors who have gone up to the police and basically

          3  have said to them what are you doing? People who

          4  challenged, and I use the term challenge in

          5  parenthesis, in other words, people have asked

          6  police why they were being abusive to someone who

          7  then ended up being arrested themselves and

          8  handcuffed overnight, ridiculous, absurd personal

          9  stories of the abuse of the police. And particularly

         10  tonight I really want to say thank you and

         11  congratulate the people who have come forward with

         12  their own personal stories where they are clearly

         13  traumatized and literally apparently do not know

         14  where to turn to because of the abuse that they have

         15  been put through.

         16                 I realize how difficult it is for so

         17  many people, and I would hope that these Speakouts

         18  give you a chance just to get some of that pent-up

         19  frustration out, and please understand that we are

         20  listening, and that there is a frightening

         21  disconnect that is going on in the City right now. I

         22  attended ironically enough, right after a Speakout

         23  the other night, I attended the opening of a

         24  substation, a police substation in lower Manhattan,

         25  and the interesting thing was I wasn't allowed on
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          2  the dais because the Mayor wanted all the glory to

          3  himself, and I am not sure I minded it too much,

          4  because he is talking about terrific the City is

          5  doing and how the crime rate is down, and

          6  Commissioner Safir was talking about what a great

          7  job that the police are doing, but I wonder if they

          8  are on the same planet and if they are living in the

          9  same City that the rest of us are in.

         10                 It is very clear that they need to

         11  hear these stories. They have got to know what is

         12  going on out there, that this City only works when

         13  it works for every one of us. And as long as anyone

         14  is being abused, for whatever reason, and with the

         15  abuse of power that is going on, and that is really

         16  being promoted I think by this Administration

         17  because the way that a lot of the younger cops are

         18  acting and reacting to the people in the City, they

         19  are really taking their lead from the Mayor. You

         20  know, it's clear. His attitude is: If you don't

         21  support me, then I will rough you up and I will push

         22  you around because it is my way or no way.

         23                 And let me tell you, for those of us

         24  who were at International AIDS Day, and it was where

         25  all we wanted to do was continue to call attention
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          2  to the ongoing problem with AIDS, that it hasn't

          3  gone away, it is still a problem, and to call out

          4  the names of people who died, and what we had to do

          5  was go through, were pinned, literally in iron pens

          6  that were handcuffed closed, that we were standing

          7  under helicopters that were circling overhead, and

          8  that we stood under sharpshooters. It was the most

          9  outrageous, it was unbelievable. I mean, as Ronnie

         10  pointed out, we have gone through, you know, all the

         11  marches, from the sixties til now, and I have never

         12  stood under sharpshooters before.

         13                 And then seeing what happened with

         14  the Million Youth March, I mean, as I said, there is

         15  a frightening disconnect, and we do have to do

         16  something or we are going to lose our City.

         17                 So, again, I want to thank everyone

         18  who came here tonight, and everyone who testified,

         19  and please understand we are listening and we intend

         20  to do something about it.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you

         22  very much.

         23                 Councilman Gifford Miller.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER MILLER: Thank you,

         25  Bill. It has been a pleasure to be here tonight, and
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          2  I want to apologize to those of you for having been

          3  the time keeper, and having had the bell go off on

          4  some of you, and I want to allot myself to the 37

          5  minutes that I allotted each of you.

          6                 The thing that I am going to take

          7  away from -- well, there are a number of things I

          8  will take away from these forums, one thing I will

          9  take away is the memory of the words which Reverend

         10  Forbes made at the beginning of this event, because

         11  he put it so well I think. The tragic assassination,

         12  shooting, death of Amadou Diallo is merely the tumor

         13  which reveals the cancer that we have in this City.

         14  And by that what I mean is that I think there is a

         15  great deal of misunderstanding about what the

         16  problem is, particularly on the part of the Mayor

         17  and some of our Republican City Council colleagues

         18  who held a press conference on this subject, the

         19  question to my mind is not necessarily, and not

         20  really centrally the relative criminal intent and

         21  conduct of the four officers who shot Mr. Diallo 19

         22  times. Mr. Diallo's death has and must be the

         23  opportunity for this City to recognize what is a

         24  much, much broader problem. The everyday experiences

         25  of millions of New Yorkers who also are being
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          2  harassed in both small and large ways, and even if

          3  they are not being personally harassed, the

          4  perception of millions of New Yorkers, that the

          5  justice system and the criminal justice system is

          6  weighted against them is absolutely unacceptable.

          7                 And, so, what happens with regard to

          8  the Bronx grand jury's investigation or Mr. Diallo

          9  is extremely important. The four officers involved

         10  in that shooting must be investigated and brought to

         11  whatever the appropriate justice is for each of

         12  those four individuals, but it must not be the

         13  culmination of this process.

         14                 In other words, to my mind, we should

         15  be less focused at a certain level upon what happens

         16  to those four officers, and be more focused upon the

         17  conduct of all 40,000 police officers, many, as has

         18  been said, many, many, many of whom are outstanding

         19  heros, that protect us in our communities, and many

         20  of whom are not. And, also, not just the 40,000

         21  police officers, the seven and a half million New

         22  Yorkers who live in our City, in conditions which

         23  are not acceptable to us.

         24                 Now, the hearings that we have had

         25  have been a fascinating experience for me, a real
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          2  eye-opening experience for me and I think for my

          3  colleagues, and I think also a kathartic experience

          4  for those who have been able and have been brave

          5  enough to come and testify for us, and they have

          6  been very interesting for the differences in the

          7  hearings, and depending upon where we were. As we

          8  were in the southern part of Manhattan and heard

          9  tales of harassment by police officers, but I found

         10  at least that those tales were more often harassment

         11  of people who were engaged in lawful protest, but

         12  engaged in protest nonetheless.

         13                 In the Northern part of Manhattan, it

         14  has been much less a tale of that, and a tale of

         15  people, as they walk down the street being singled

         16  out for harassment by police officers. And that is a

         17  depressing thing because it pointed out to me what

         18  we heard a number of times that people have come and

         19  said that they have children and they tell their

         20  children not to run down the street because they are

         21  afraid of what will happen to them as a result of

         22  what a police officer might do to them. And I can

         23  tell you that I grew up in this City and I can tell

         24  you that my mother and father never said such a

         25  thing to me. And I can't imagine that they would
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          2  have done so. And that is a terrible indictment of

          3  the state of affairs in this City.

          4                 If we accept that, we are not the

          5  free and complete democracy that we must be. And,

          6  so, we must acknowledge the problem, and we must

          7  acknowledge it now, and we must acknowledge it six

          8  months from now, and a year from now because this is

          9  not going to be solved overnight. But in order to

         10  solve it, we have to do better than just acknowledge

         11  the problem, we also, as you said before, a number

         12  of you said before, we have to take concrete steps

         13  to try to solve it.

         14                 I think that these hearings will not

         15  have been a success unless we as a delegation, as a

         16  community and as a City, come to an agreement, not

         17  upon every solution, because this is not about my

         18  colleagues here, and my colleagues on the City

         19  Council and other state governments dictating to

         20  this Mayor or to any mayor, what the ten things that

         21  he has to do are. There must be a dialogue, though.

         22  There needs to be at least a point where we say here

         23  is what we think needs to happen, and somebody and

         24  the Mayor and future Mayor say, well, we don't agree

         25  but we think this is what needs to happen. But we
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          2  can't get there until we have acknowledged the

          3  problem and we actually start to roll up our sleeves

          4  and create change.

          5                 So, I thank everyone who has come to

          6  this hearing and five other hearings. I look forward

          7  to having future hearings, but at those hearings

          8  also having a great deal more to report from this

          9  side of the table.

         10                 Thank you.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON PERKINS: Thank you.

         12                 The Manhattan Delegation, as was

         13  pointed out earlier, has organized this so that we

         14  could hear from you, but we are happy that we have

         15  been joined by someone from another legislative

         16  body, Assemblyman Scott Stringer, who has joined us

         17  because he also wanted to hear from you and we

         18  thought it would be appropriate if we could have a

         19  word with him too.

         20                 Thank you.

         21                 ASSEMBLYMAN STRINGER: I want to thank

         22  Council Member Bill Perkins for allowing me the

         23  opportunity to join all of you and to learn from

         24  you, and I just want to say that growing up in

         25  Northern Manhattan, though I represent the upper
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          2  west side, when we were young, took a lot of effort

          3  to get arrested. You got in trouble, the cops

          4  smacked you on the head, told you to go home,

          5  whether you had a single parent household, as I did,

          6  or somebody else, there were protecting you and the

          7  cops, more times than not, were protecting you.

          8                 That has obviously changed in this

          9  town. I remember in 1994 I got arrested for

         10  campaigning for re-election, it could happen to me,

         11  it could happen to anybody, and it wasn't pleasant,

         12  and it was humiliating, it was embarrassing and it

         13  is something that is not.

         14                 I want to recommend a couple of

         15  things that sort of have to be discussed publicly.

         16  First of all, in the State Assembly there is

         17  legislation that suggests that police officers

         18  should live in New York City. And we should do that.

         19  I think that is a bill a long time coming for the

         20  State Senate to deal with.

         21                 It also seems to me that if one of us

         22  gets in trouble, one of our children get in trouble,

         23  they get questioned without their parents, I don't

         24  understand this 48-hour rule, that no one can hear

         25  from a police officer, that has got to change and we
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          2  have to do that legislatively.

          3                 When you fire your gun in the line of

          4  duty, then get tested, drug and alcohol testing, it

          5  is time for that.

          6                 And finally, victims of police

          7  brutality should have an avenue to discuss it in a

          8  forum that we can listen, and that is why I have a

          9  bill in the Assembly so that victims of police

         10  brutality have a place to go. We should legislate

         11  that and do that.

         12                 So, it is important for all of us to

         13  recognize that we have the power to affect change

         14  through legislation, both in the Council, in the

         15  State Legislature, and we have to empower ourselves

         16  to organize coalitions to do that. I think that the

         17  hearings that Council members have worked on

         18  throughout Manhattan is extraordinary, that we could

         19  meet, and I also think it is important that we

         20  define this as a coalition issue, not just an

         21  African-American or Latino or Asian-American issue,

         22  it is also an issue for white people, and tomorrow

         23  morning I am going to join some of my colleagues in

         24  the African-American community and I am going to get

         25  arrested at One Police Plaza, because I think that
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          2  is the right thing to do.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Good for you.

          4                 ASSEMBLYMAN STRINGER: So, thank you,

          5  Mr. Perkins.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you,

          7  Scott, and happy getting arrested tomorrow.

          8                 Let me take a moment to acknowledge a

          9  very, very good friend that I grew up with and who

         10  married my daughter, Reverend Mariah Britton, of

         11  Riverside Church, who has joined us in the back.

         12                 You know, the Coalition that Scott

         13  made reference to is taking place in the City

         14  Council. I am happy that we have a caucus of

         15  African-American and Latino Council members that are

         16  joined by other Council members like Kathryn Freed

         17  and Ronnie Eldridge and Gifford Miller, and Stan

         18  Michels and others who are outside of Manhattan. It

         19  is the type of coalition that begins with 23

         20  African-American and Latinos, 23 out of a total body

         21  of 51, and then when you add Kathryn Freed, that is

         22  24 and Gifford Miller, that is 25, if you add Ronnie

         23  Eldridge, that bell starts ringing, because that is

         24  26, the majority, then you get Stan Michels, Steve

         25  DiBrienza and so many others that suggest to us that
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          2  the type of changes that we need to make tend to be

          3  made because we have the basic numbers, now all we

          4  need is the political will.

          5                 Let me suggest that that will to some

          6  extent is going to be there, because the person that

          7  chairs our caucus is Councilman Guillermo Linares

          8  who has something he would like to say also.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER LINARES: Thank you.

         10  And good evening.

         11                 I would like to echo the remarks that

         12  my colleagues made prior to me, in reflecting on

         13  this experience that we have just concluded this

         14  evening with this Speakout that we felt needed to

         15  take place in our borough, and given the voices of

         16  all of what makes up New York City, and in

         17  particular Manhattan, an opportunity to express how

         18  they feel about this moment, this moment which I

         19  think summons every person of conscience to reflect

         20  on the status that we have as a City. And I am very

         21  glad that I am part of this effort, and I am hoping,

         22  you know, as we went from one end of Manhattan to

         23  the other, I represent Washington Heights, the

         24  voices that spoke that happened to be native for

         25  many, many decades of this City and of this country,
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          2  voices that were recently arrived immigrants, people

          3  of all backgrounds, not just Latinos and African

          4  Americans, but also white voices, express in so many

          5  ways the sense of outrage and discontent about how a

          6  situation like this where we have seen our young

          7  people killed, abused, and we see too often people

          8  like we have in this room, and people like we know

          9  in our building and in our neighborhood, when

         10  something like this happens we look the other way,

         11  we have to question ourselves. We cannot look the

         12  other way when something like this happens, when the

         13  right of one young person is violated, one

         14  individual, the rights of every single individual in

         15  the City of New York is violated.

         16                 And if we do not speak our mind and

         17  transmit the feeling that we have that we are not

         18  going to tolerate the condition that exists in this

         19  City, where race and division is the thing that

         20  carries the day and carries the headlines, then we

         21  will not be proud of being New Yorkers. And when I

         22  hear leaders like the Mayor, or the Police

         23  Commissioner, or any political leader, whether it is

         24  a Council Member or whoever it may be, saying that

         25  we have to be proud because we reduced crime, no
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          2  matter what expense that reduction has been, we have

          3  to question whether we should feel proud about that

          4  or not, when it is at the expense of violating the

          5  rights that every human being should be

          6  guaranteeing.

          7                 You know what angers me most? I have

          8  been working for seven years in the community that

          9  almost went down in flames when I was first elected,

         10  Washington Heights. We had disturbances, and it had

         11  to do with community police perception and

         12  differences, but also the lack of relationship and

         13  trust between the two, and we have been working

         14  very, very hard with good police officers that

         15  walked the neighborhood and understand and respect

         16  and earn that respect, so that the reduction in

         17  crime in Washington Heights is because there have

         18  been a lot of work with leaders of the

         19  neighborhoods, religious leaders, business leaders,

         20  parents, young people, with good police officers

         21  that have been patrolling the streets.

         22                 When you have a unit that now brings

         23  the mandate and the charge to come in and invade,

         24  then the type of unit that killed Diallo is the type

         25  of unit that has been invading many neighborhoods,
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          2  then you undermine the work of good police officers

          3  with good community people that are working

          4  together. It is not easy to build trust, and when

          5  you say we are going to shift drastically the

          6  tactics, then you undermine the good work that the

          7  Police Department may be doing in many

          8  neighborhoods, and that is the risk now, and we need

          9  to put that in perspective as well.

         10                 So, who gets damaged? Not just the

         11  people who are violated, but the good police

         12  officers that we know, their good work is also

         13  getting damaged, and that we cannot allow to happen,

         14  and that we need to safeguard because it is based on

         15  that when you build a trust between a community and

         16  the police officer or the teacher or the social

         17  worker or whoever gets paid by us, that is when we

         18  then can say we are proud of the work that we are

         19  doing to reduce crime, or to make every neighborhood

         20  better. That is the type of pride that I want to

         21  have, and that is what we hope to gain from what we

         22  are introducing in terms of legislation, whatever

         23  legislation we present, whatever ideas we implement

         24  to change dramatically the blue wall, or to change

         25  dramatically the attitude that exists or to divide
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          2  that expression there, whatever we introduce, it can

          3  only penetrate when the voices that have looked the

          4  other way whenever someone has gotten hurt or

          5  violated, looked away of making it right -- we have

          6  an opportunity as New Yorkers to make it right, and

          7  that is why we either speak now for justice in the

          8  right way, in a peaceful way but in a way in which

          9  we mean it and we expect it, from whom? From the

         10  Mayor, from the Commissioner, from the leadership of

         11  the City Council, from the leadership of this City,

         12  and also from all of us in every neighborhood that

         13  we are.

         14                 The answer is not on us here or in

         15  the Mayor, the answer is in each one of us New

         16  Yorkers making that difference, and that is what I

         17  am hoping will happen out of this moment, so we can

         18  look back and say we lost a young man, like we lost

         19  many, many others, like Anthony Biaz, and many other

         20  young people, but we learned, we learned to make a

         21  difference because we pulled together in unity. And

         22  that I am hoping that we will remember this year,

         23  just one year away from the next millennium, and we

         24  will say we are entering with a different approach

         25  and a different commitment in making it right so
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          2  that we can say that we take pride in the efforts

          3  that we made. And so I am going to tell you, while

          4  some of us are still in the City Council, there is

          5  no stopping us, but it has to be your agenda, the

          6  agenda of every New Yorker, to hold us accountable

          7  to do the right thing.

          8                 Thank you.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you

         10  very much.

         11                 Reverend Winley, we began this series

         12  at the North General Hospital, a place for the

         13  wounded bodies, appropriately we are ending it at a

         14  church, Dr. Forbes, a place where the community

         15  comes when its spirit, a place where we recognize

         16  that some issues are really moral issues, and so we

         17  ask that you end this series of Speakouts for us

         18  this evening.

         19                 REVEREND DR. FORBES: Brothers and

         20  sisters, this has been a moment of deep pain, but

         21  the pain has been somewhat lightened by the

         22  opportunity to express it to the Manhattan

         23  Delegation of the City Council of New York, and I

         24  want to take this opportunity on behalf of the

         25  Riverside Church, to thank our Council Member Bill
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          2  Perkins, and his colleagues of the Manhattan

          3  Delegation, for choosing this place to hear us, and

          4  not only to hear us, but we are convinced, I

          5  believe, that you are going to help lead us in

          6  addressing this problem so that things will be

          7  different.

          8                 And for all of you who have come out

          9  to share this evening, let me close it this way. I

         10  think this is the best way to close it. I have been

         11  quoting this poem, but I think this is the word I

         12  want to say to Mayor Giuliani and to Police

         13  Commissioner Safir, to the Council, to all of the

         14  Borough Presidents and all of the New Yorkers,

         15  listen, we have an obligation not just to shed

         16  tears, as I have done tonight, or just to breathe

         17  heavily because of uncontrollable anguish inside, or

         18  to feel the knot in my gut, we have got an

         19  obligation to do something and let me tell you why

         20  and then we will go.

         21                 This is the way I put it: I looked

         22  around the other day and saw how truly blessed this

         23  life of mine has been. I have health, strength and

         24  comfort, peace and joy within, special care in times

         25  of desperation, a helping hand when friends are few,
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          2  so I ask, dear Lord, what can I do to return some

          3  thanks to you? I expected mission impossible, call

          4  to service far away, but instead this gentle

          5  assignment God sends to us each day, love my

          6  children, that is all I ask of you. Love my

          7  children, it is the least that we can do. If you

          8  love them as I love them, we can see them safely

          9  through. Love yourself, love me too, but whatever

         10  else you do, love my black kids and my Hispanic and

         11  my Asian kids, my Latin kids, immigrants from

         12  Africa, from Asia, from South America, because guess

         13  what? They are all God's children and we are called

         14  upon to love them effectively so they can fulfill

         15  their purpose in the world and we can only do it

         16  together. We are counting on you.

         17                 (Hearing concluded at 7:35 p.m.)
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