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TITLE:	Resolution calling on the New York State Legislature to pass, and the Governor to sign, legislation that would require all school buses operating within the state, regardless of seating capacity, to have a stop-arm on each side, and to prohibit any school buses from operating if they do not have functioning stop-arms

I. INTRODUCTION
On November 21, 2024, the Committee on Education, chaired by Council Member Rita Joseph, considered Proposed Introduction Number (“Int. No.”) 515-A, sponsored by Council Member Justin Brannan, related to requiring the department of education to report information about employees of school bus transportation vendors. The Committee also considered Resolution Number (“Res. No.”) 250, sponsored by Council Member Kevin Riley, a Resolution calling on the New York State Legislature to pass, and the Governor to sign, legislation that would require all school buses operating within the state, regardless of seating capacity, to have a stop-arm on each side, and to prohibit any school buses from operating if they do not have functioning stop-arms.
The Committee previously held a hearing on Int. No. 515 and Res. No. 250 on September 30, 2024. At that hearing, the Committee heard testimony from the New York City (NYC) Department of Education (DOE), non-profits, community-based organizations, advocates, and members of the public. On November 21, 2024, the Committee passed this legislation by a vote of thirteen in the affirmative, zero in the negative, and zero abstentions.
II. BILL ANALYSIS
Int. No. 515-A – A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the department of education to report information about employees of school bus transportation vendors

Section 21-993 of the administrative code of the city of New York currently requires DOE to report on school bus transportation services, including the number of employees employed by each school bus vendor. This bill expands existing requirements, to also include reporting on whether transportation employees accompany students on school bus routes, the route assignments of such employees (i.e. general or special education), and the type of training such employees completed, including training specific to supporting students with disabilities. Such detailed reporting would enhance transparency and accountability, helping to ensure the safety and well-being of all students, particularly those with disabilities.
Since it was heard, reporting on the number of employees trained to handle the needs of students with disabilities was removed from the bill and replaced by reporting on employee route assignment and the type of training completed for each employee job classification. Reporting on the number of employees who serve as designated contacts for parents of any student with a disability was also removed from the bill. Additionally, this bill received technical edits. If enacted, this bill would take effect immediately, with the first report due on April 30, 2025.


Int. No. 515-A

By Council Members Brannan, Hanif, Schulman, Louis, Narcisse, Farías and Brooks-Powers

..Title
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the department of education to report information about employees of school bus transportation vendors
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:


1

1

Section 1. Paragraph 3 of subdivision b of section 21-993 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as added by local law number 34 for the year 2019, is amended to read as follows:
3. The total number of employees known to the department employed by each school bus vendor, disaggregated by [type] the following:
(a) Job classification, including but not limited to [drivers]driver, [attendants]attendant, and other, and whether such employee accompanies students on the school bus route; 
(b) For each job classification listed in subparagraph (a) of this paragraph, current school bus route assignment, including whether it is a general education school bus route or special education school bus route; and
(c) For each job classification listed in subparagraph (a) of this paragraph, type of training completed, including, but not limited to, training on the needs of students with disabilities, and a description of such training;
§ 2. This local law takes effect immediately.
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Res. No. 250

..Title
Resolution calling on the New York State Legislature to pass, and the Governor to sign, legislation that would require all school buses operating within the state, regardless of seating capacity, to have a stop-arm on each side, and to prohibit any school buses from operating if they do not have functioning stop-arms.
..Body

By Council Members Riley, Abreu, Gutiérrez, Schulman, Stevens, Won, Feliz, Salaam, Gennaro, Farías, Cabán, Williams, Avilés, Louis, Ossé, Narcisse, Hudson, Brooks-Powers and Marmorato

Whereas, According to the Governor’s Traffic Safety Committee (GTSC), 2.3 million children are transported by more than 50,000 school buses annually within New York State (NYS); and
Whereas, The New York City (NYC) Department of Education provides all eligible NYC students in public, charter, and non-public schools with transportation, and it is estimated that the City spends about $1.25 billion annually to transport about 150,000 students to and from school; and
Whereas, As school buses have bigger blind spots, take longer to stop, and need more room to maneuver than a standard vehicle, school buses are and should be treated differently; and
Whereas, The NYS Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) advises that when drivers encounter a school bus they should slow down, be alert, come to a complete stop at least 20 feet away from the bus, and be extra careful before moving their vehicle, as children and pedestrians may be walking in front of, behind, or on the side of the buses; and
Whereas, In 2019, according to data from the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, 109 people were killed nationwide in school bus-related crashes with 8 deaths, or 7% of the total, occurring within NYS; and
Whereas, According to the DMV, fatal crashes involving students who were struck by passing motorists typically involved motorists in one or more of the following circumstances: attempting to pass the bus; claiming they did not have time to wait; not seeing the flashing lights of the bus due to visibility issues; being waved on by the bus driver; being unaware of a child crossing; and/or simply disregarding the law and children’s safety; and
Whereas, Surveys conducted by the New York Association for Pupil Transportation, in partnership with the GTSC, show that approximately 50,000 motorists illegally pass school buses in NYS each school day, and that illegally passing a school bus has the potential for serious injury or even fatality; and
Whereas, According to NYS law, the Commissioner of the DMV, in consultation with the NYS Commissioner of Transportation, has the authority to promulgate rules and regulations for the use of stop-arms on school buses which shall include provisions for an additional stop-arm to be located on the right side of the bus and/or an additional stop-arm to be located on the driver’s side as close as is practical to the rear corner of the bus; and
Whereas, Presently, NYS law requires that every school bus designed with a capacity of 45 persons or more, and manufactured for use in NYS on or after 2002, be equipped with an additional stop-arm on the rear corner of the driver’s side in compliance with regulations; and
Whereas, However, all school buses operating in NYS still do not have a stop-arm on each side of the school bus, which proponents think will enhance student safety; and
Whereas, The adoption of a state law requiring that all school buses, regardless of seating capacity, have a stop-arm on each side, and that any school bus without properly functioning stop-arms be prohibited from being used would ensure that motorists on any side of a school bus are alerted to the presence of children and pedestrians, so that children may be safely picked up and dropped off by school buses; now, therefore, be it
Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls on the New York State Legislature to pass, and the Governor to sign, legislation that would require all school buses operating within the state, regardless of seating capacity, to have a stop-arm on each side, and to prohibit any school buses from operating if they do not have functioning stop-arms.
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