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          1  CHARTER MEETING

          2                 SPEAKER VALLONE:  Council members,

          3  please take your seats.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Will the clerk

          5  please call the roll.

          6                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Abel.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER ABEL: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Berman.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Boyland.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Carrion.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER CARRION: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Clarke.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Cruz.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER CRUZ: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Dear.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEAR: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: DiBrienza.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER DiBRIENZA: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Dilan.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Eisland.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER EISLAND: Here.

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            5

          1  CHARTER MEETING

          2                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Eldridge.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER ELDRIDGE: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Eristoff.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER ERISTOFF: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Espada.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER ESPADA: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Fiala.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIALA: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Fisher.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER FISHER: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Foster.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Freed.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Golden.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Harrison.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER HARRISON: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Henry.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER HENRY: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Koslowitz.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOSLOWITZ: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Lasher.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER LASHER: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Leffler.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER LEFFLER: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Linares.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER LINARES: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Lopez.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Marshall.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARSHALL: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: McCaffrey.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER McCAFFREY: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Michels.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Miller.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER MILLER: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: O'Donovan.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER O'DONOVAN: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Perkins.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Pinkett.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER PINKETT: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Povman.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER POVMAN: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Provenzano.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Reed.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Rivera.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Robinson.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBINSON: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Robles.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Rodriguez.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER RODRIGUEZ: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Sabini.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER SABINI: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Spigner.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Stabile.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER STABILE: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Warden.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER WARDEN: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Watkins.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER WATKINS: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: White.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Wooten.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER WOOTEN: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Ognibene.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER OGNIBENE: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Speaker Mr.

          5  Vallone.

          6                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Here.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: A quorum

          8  counted and present, let us begin this

          9  Charter-mandated meeting, hell of a document that

         10  Charter, the first meeting of 1999. I would ask

         11  everyone to please rise for the Invocation, as so

         12  often given us, by Father Roger Pageot of St.

         13  Andrews Roman Catholic Church.

         14                 Father Pageot.

         15                 FR. PAGEOT: Though by custom the

         16  Christmas season continues on through some more

         17  weeks, the world of work is back to its normal

         18  schedule, and so, once again we find our Council

         19  members returning to these familiar chambers at the

         20  beginning of this new year.

         21                 For all of us each new year is a

         22  fresh start. Help us, Almighty God, to rejoice in

         23  that which seems always the same while finding the

         24  light and freshness in change.

         25                 Bless our Council members. Give them
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          2  strength and courage when their task becomes tedious

          3  and discouraging. Refresh them when the long hours

          4  drain their vitality. May they learn from both their

          5  mistakes and their successes how best to deal with

          6  the pressing issues that come up with solutions

          7  which will best serve our City. Oh gracious God,

          8  assist them in understanding one another's point of

          9  view, save them from stubborn pride. Grant them the

         10  courage to set the interest of our community above

         11  those of their   parting.

         12                 Finally, may nothing hinder the

         13  purpose of this meeting, which we hope and pray will

         14  further your divine plan for our City.  May our

         15  devoted Council members walk with you hand-in-hand

         16  through this new year into the next millennium. This

         17  is our prayer for today.

         18                 Amen.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Amen. Thank

         20  you, Father Pageot. Please be seated.

         21                 To spread the Invocation upon the

         22  record, I would like to call on Council Member

         23  Kathryn Freed.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: Thank you. And

         25  thank you, Father Pageot, and I move to spread the
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          2  invocation upon the record.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: So ordered.

          4                 For the adoption of the minutes.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: None, sir.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Messages and

          7  Papers from the Mayor.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M-451.

          9                 Communication from the Mayor,

         10  submitting the name of Harry Rubinstein for advice

         11  and consent as a member of the New York City Taxi

         12  and Limousine Commission.

         13                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Rules, Privileges

         14  and Elections.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M-452.

         16                 Communication from the Mayor,

         17  submitting the name of Elliot G. Sander,

         18  reappointment, New York City Taxi and Limousine

         19  Commission.

         20                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Rules, Privileges

         21  and Elections.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Communication

         23  from City, County and Borough Offices.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: None, sir.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Petitions and
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          2  communications.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M-453.

          4                 Motion to file certain legislation.

          5                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Received, ordered,

          6  printed and filed.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Land Use

          8  Call-Ups.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M-454.

         10                 By Council Member Fiala. Pursuant to

         11  rules of the Council and the Charter, ULURP 980684

         12  PPR shall be subject to Council review.

         13                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Roll call on the

         14  coupled Call-UP votes. This is a Land Use Call-Up

         15  only, the only item.

         16                 Roll call, please.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Will the clerk

         18  please call the roll.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Abel.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER ABEL: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Berman.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Boyland.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Carrion.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER CARRION: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Clarke.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Dear.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEAR: Yes.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Dilan.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER MALAVE-DILAN: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Eldridge.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER ELDRIDGE: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Eristoff.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER ERISTOFF: Yes.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Fiala.

         14                 (No response.)

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Fisher.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER FISHER: Yes.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Foster.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Freed.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Harrison.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER HARRISON: Yes.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Henry.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER HENRY: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Koslowitz.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOSLOWITZ: Yes.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Lasher.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER LASHER: Yes.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Leffler.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER LEFFLER: Yes.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Linares.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER LINARES: Yes.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Lopez.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Yes.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Marshall.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARSHALL: Yes.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: McCaffrey.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER McCAFFREY: Yes.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Michels.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Yes.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Miller.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER MILLER: Yes.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: O'Donovan.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER O'DONOVAN: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Perkins.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Yes.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Pinkett.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER PINKETT: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Povman.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER POVMAN: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Provenzano.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Yes.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reed.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Rivera.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Yes.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Robinson.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBINSON: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Robles.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Sabini.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER SABINI: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Spigner.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Stabile.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER STABILE: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Warden.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER WARDEN: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Watkins.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER WATKINS: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: White.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Wooten.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER WOOTEN: Yes.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Eldridge.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER ELDRIDGE: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Fiala.

          6                 (No response.)

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Golden.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: Yes.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Ognibene.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER OGNIBENE: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Speaker Mr.

         12  Vallone.

         13                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Fiala.

         15                 (No response.)

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: By a vote of

         17  41 to nothing, adopted and referred to Committee.

         18                 Now Communications from the Speaker.

         19                 SPEAKER VALLONE: First of all, I

         20  would like to advise my colleagues, most of you have

         21  known and have asked me, we will adjourn this

         22  meeting today, our Charter Meeting, in memory of the

         23  mother of one of our colleagues, Ronnie Eldridge's

         24  mom passed away this past week, Amy Meyers. Those of

         25  us who have been advised have offered our prayers
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          2  and our sympathy. Those of us who haven't, there is

          3  no Shiva but we will adjourn this meeting today in

          4  memory of Ronnie Eldridge's mother Amy Meyers. And

          5  the sympathy of the entire Council goes to Council

          6  Member Eldridge and her family.

          7                 In addition, one of our senior

          8  attorneys is very ill at the Sloan-Kettering,

          9  Richard Dachs. I would ask that also when we adjourn

         10  this meeting today and we stand in silence for Amy

         11  Meyers, that we offer a prayer for Richard Dachs and

         12  hope that he may be returned to full health. And

         13  there is a blood call that many of us responded to

         14  yesterday at Sloan Kettering, if anybody needs any

         15  information on that, you can get that in my office.

         16                 In addition, today is the Charter

         17  Meeting, a time when we reflect for a few moments on

         18  the activities of the Council over this past year,

         19  1998, as you go into 1999 and approach our next

         20  century and next millennium. This has probably been

         21  the most important year for the City Council, a year

         22  that not only adopted its own budget, but it took on

         23  the fact of independence that this great City has

         24  really demonstrated since its inception. It is very,

         25  very important that there be a balance of power in

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            17

          1  CHARTER MEETING

          2  our country, in our state and in our City, and I

          3  have been very proud to be part of that balance with

          4  my colleagues, all of whom, 51 Democrats and

          5  Republicans, none of us could succeed on our own,

          6  and in an effort to just capitalize or emphasize

          7  some of the things that have been done, some of my

          8  colleagues have asked as part of my time, so I will

          9  start off with Council Member Herb Berman, Chair of

         10  our Finance Committee, to give some reflections on

         11  this past year.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: Thank you, Mr.

         13  Speaker, Mr. Public Advocate, my colleagues.

         14                 This past year this City Council made

         15  history by proving that we cannot and will not be

         16  bossed around.

         17                 We defied every single last critic of

         18  ours by passing our own $34 billion budget on time,

         19  on our own, and in balance. And if you think back,

         20  you may remember that some of the headlines said,

         21  you know, the mouse has roared. Well, truth to tell

         22  is, we did roar and we roared loudly. We roared

         23  loudly and we proved that we have the talent, the

         24  understanding, the foresight and most importantly,

         25  being in government, the votes to put forward a
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          2  budget for the people that best represented their

          3  needs and our City's needs, and my colleagues, our

          4  Fiscal '99 budget was truly the people's budget.

          5                 In it this Council allocated a $500

          6  million rainy day fund that will help ensure that

          7  our children will not be saddled by debt.

          8                 You know, for all of the years I have

          9  been in the Council, the fiscal monitors always

         10  counseled take care of rainy day debt. Well, this

         11  was an enormous leap in that direction and it was a

         12  height of fiscal propriety.

         13                 In it we allocated $5 million for

         14  Citywide school-based after school programs to

         15  assist our working families by providing safe and

         16  affordable care for our children.

         17                 In it we made investments in breast

         18  cancer and asthma research, senior citizen housing,

         19  weekly recycling collections, foster care, public

         20  schools, public libraries, public parks and cultural

         21  facilities. And equally important, we funded those

         22  programs and amenities that preserved New York City

         23  as a great place to raise a family, go to school,

         24  buy a home and grow old.

         25                 And as an omen for the work to be
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          2  done in 1999, on New Years Day the largest tax break

          3  in the history of the City of New York went into

          4  effect.

          5                 My fellow colleagues, this was a good

          6  budget. We did a good job, we took care of needs and

          7  still managed to pass the most fiscally responsible

          8  budget in history.

          9                 I know that I resolved to do

         10  everything in our power to make history again. We

         11  have already proven that we can. Last year was a

         12  good year and it should be the standard by which we

         13  measure our obligation to make this year a banner,

         14  productive and resourceful year. This is our

         15  challenge and my colleagues, this should be our

         16  mission.

         17                 Mr. Speaker, Public Advocate, thank

         18  you.

         19                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Thank you, Council

         20  Member Berman.

         21                 Council Member Spigner.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Thank you,

         23  Mr. Speaker.

         24                 My colleagues, this Housing and

         25  Buildings Committee has been extremely busy in 1998
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          2  and we are now confronted with two pressing issues

          3  in 1999 that we would like to resolve and see public

          4  policy that protects and ensures the health and

          5  safety of New Yorkers.

          6                 First, this Friday our Housing and

          7  Buildings Committee will hold a hearing on the very

          8  complex issue of sprinklers in residential

          9  buildings. The sprinkler issue has dramatically come

         10  to the forefront once again, as the result of the

         11  tragic death of three firefighters and four New

         12  Yorkers in one week.

         13                 This issue is not new to us, however,

         14  it was back in the spring of 1987, tragedy at the

         15  Schomberg development which this Council responded

         16  to by passing laws and rules that required for

         17  certifications of persons who did the maintenance

         18  and the installation of sprinklers of periodic

         19  reports on the status of the Fire Department.

         20                 As it relates to the current

         21  discussion, a sprinkler bill has already been

         22  introduced by Council Member McCaffrey, who has

         23  aggressively been reaching out to firefighters and

         24  sprinkler professionals, as well as members of the

         25  real estate industry prior to the recent fires that
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          2  have focused public attention again on this issue.

          3                 We expect Friday's hearing to be a

          4  comprehensive as possible, and we wanted to

          5  deliberate on all aspects of this vital public

          6  safety issue and listen to all points of view.

          7                 We expect to pass a bill and require

          8  again the cooperation of the Administration, the

          9  Council and industry and the community at large.

         10                 Another issue that this Committee

         11  will be addressing that we have focused on for far

         12  too long, and that is the question of lead paint and

         13  its consequences for the children and housing stock

         14  of our City.

         15                 We believe that recent developments

         16  have made it clear that we have to act. I know the

         17  Speaker, the industry, Council Member Michels, who

         18  has been an advocate in this area, all of us want to

         19  see that this issue be brought to closure. So, that,

         20  too, will be given very serious attention and a

         21  desire, hope that we will be able to reach a closure

         22  that is in the form of a local law that again will

         23  protect the safety and property and health of our

         24  City and its residents and not unnecessarily burden

         25  property owners with an expense that might
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          2  destabilize low and moderate income housing where

          3  most of the problems exist.

          4                 Thank you.

          5                 SPEAKER VALLONE: From the

          6  far-reaching borough of Staten Island, Jay

          7  O'Donovan.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER O'DONOVAN: Thank you,

          9  Mr. Speaker.

         10                 My colleagues, ladies and gentlemen,

         11  with the Speaker Peter Vallone's leadership, the

         12  Council has lived up to its commitment for the

         13  entire City and for Staten Island. Our determination

         14  to require weekly recycling in every neighborhood is

         15  one more sign that the Council and the Speaker is

         16  committed to making sure that the Freshkills

         17  landfill closes on time.

         18                 In addition, a Council bill to close

         19  the landfill sponsored by the Speaker and myself

         20  which will codify the state plan will be passed this

         21  session.

         22                 Our commitment to reduce commuting

         23  costs for Staten Island residents has resulted in

         24  free ferry service and reducing express bus fares

         25  from $4 to $3. The Speaker's persistent oversight of
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          2  the MTA's budget surplus has resulted in calls to

          3  lower express bus fares even further, to $2, and to

          4  provide a new bus depot.

          5                 Our commitment to cut personal income

          6  tax surcharge means that thousands of Staten

          7  Islanders working families will save hundreds of

          8  dollars a year, and our commitment in this Council

          9  to our cultural institutions and libraries means

         10  that Staten Islanders will still have access to our

         11  magnificent museums, historic buildings and

         12  beautiful parks on Staten Island.

         13                 Finally, Speaker Vallone has always

         14  supported the proper planning and rezoning of Staten

         15  Island neighborhoods to maintain their integrity and

         16  preserve a decent quality of life for our residents.

         17                 Mr. Speaker, my colleagues, thank

         18  you.

         19                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Thank you, Council

         20  Member O'Donovan.

         21                 The Chair of our Higher Education

         22  Committee, our newest and one of our most important

         23  committees, Helen Marshall.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARSHALL: Thank you,

         25  Mr. Speaker.
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          2                 Under Speaker Vallone's leadership,

          3  the Higher Education Committee was formed this year,

          4  and it has been my privilege to serve on this

          5  Committee and we have worked very hard, not only

          6  myself, but all of the members of my Committee.

          7                 In 1998, this City Council was the

          8  only governmental voice of CUNY. When the

          9  Administration of both the State and the City used

         10  their political weight to abolish remediation,

         11  prematurely and dangerously, without a roadmap or a

         12  plan, this Council was a lone advocate and voice of

         13  reason.

         14                 Thousands and thousands and thousands

         15  of CUNY students were left in the lurch with a new

         16  remediation policy plan that ran less than two

         17  paragraphs. And those they chose to leave out in the

         18  cold were students working hard toward their college

         19  degrees. Most of them while holding down a job and

         20  also raising a family.

         21                 The call for leadership came from

         22  this Council and this Council alone.

         23                 The City University of New York has

         24  been a fundamental resource in the development of

         25  our City since the 18th century. Millions and
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          2  millions of New Yorkers have been helped to gain

          3  their place of greatness that helped to establish

          4  our City.

          5                 CUNY is not a failure, nor are our

          6  students failures. I would not call Van Golden a

          7  graduate of City College and the head of NASA a

          8  failure. Nor would I call Dr. Sailik, a CUNY

          9  graduate from Queens College who just gave $4

         10  million -- can I have some order, please.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Please be

         12  quiet.

         13                 Thank you. Please continue,

         14  Councilwoman.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARSHALL: Dr. Sailik

         16  and his wife gave $4 million to the City University

         17  of New York to establish the Molecular Institute

         18  where we have been able to attract Dr. Montinier, a

         19  worldwide expert on AIDS, and surely the cure for

         20  AIDS might be well found on this City College

         21  campus.

         22                 And to move on til today, I would not

         23  call Ferente Laroc, a Queens College graduate in

         24  1998, accepted at Yale and Berkely, for a major in

         25  African-American studies, the Ph.D program, full
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          2  fellowship for six years, and Sterling fellowship

          3  for the most promising graduating students in our

          4  City. He was a SEEK student, he is a Mellon fellow,

          5  and he studied at Queens -- he failed Queens College

          6  math test, he had to take remediation, but he made

          7  it, and he made it because of the opportunity that

          8  was afforded by our City and the City University.

          9                 I am very proud of the work of this

         10  Council, and particularly proud of our Speaker. Our

         11  Speaker proposed something, rather than destructive,

         12  constructive. Our Speaker, because of his

         13  leadership, he gave CUNY students the only hope of

         14  their future. He suggested that those who maintained

         15  a B average would be able to get 50 percent of their

         16  college tuition cut.

         17                 Ladies and gentlemen, fellow

         18  colleagues, there are 4,000 students in New York

         19  City's system who have received that scholarship

         20  today.

         21                 Thanks to our Speaker, the Council

         22  will have helped lower the cost of college by

         23  cutting tuition in half, as I said before, to all

         24  students who maintain an A and B average or better.

         25                 We offered CUNY students a simple
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          2  challenge and it worked. Keep your grades up, and we

          3  will bring your tuition down.

          4                 Today almost 5,000 students now

          5  qualify for the New York City Merit Scholarship

          6  Award Program. I stand here today as a proud CUNY

          7  graduate myself, mother of two CUNY graduates, and

          8  elected representative of hundreds of CUNY graduates

          9  to whom I say I am deeply honored to have been part

         10  of this Council's leadership on this issue.

         11                 I know that I, and my Committee on

         12  Higher Education, will be working very hard this new

         13  year to ensure that more successful and positive

         14  programs for CUNY are enacted.

         15                 To uphold the commitment to academic

         16  excellence, while providing equal access and

         17  opportunity for education.

         18                 This was CUNY's degree over 150 years

         19  ago, and as we enter the new millennium, it will

         20  continue to be yours.

         21                 And our Speaker gave me one mandate

         22  for our Committee. He said accessibility and

         23  affordability.

         24                 Thank you, Peter. You have been a

         25  great Speaker, and I am a proud to be part of you.
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          2                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Thank you very much.

          3                 A voice for the 21st century, quiet

          4  but growing as we go along, Margarita Lopez.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Thank you, Mr.

          6  Speaker.

          7                 Mr. Speaker, Public Advocate, my

          8  colleagues and members of the City Council, and to

          9  every single viewer out there who is looking at the

         10  TV now, I want to congratulate you and wish you a

         11  very successful 1999.

         12                 In 1998, the City Council proved

         13  beyond a shadow of a doubt that this is the people's

         14  house, and the way that the City Council proved that

         15  was taking the business of the people seriously.

         16                 The oversight of government believes

         17  that we were not a partner in this government. And

         18  we proved to the other side of this City Hall that

         19  we are the partner in government.

         20                 As a Democratic elected legislature

         21  of New York City, we have ensured last year that

         22  free speech, peaceful protest and our citizens'

         23  right to petition the government cannot be

         24  compromised by no one. And the City Council proved

         25  that this would continue to be and has been for the
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          2  200 years that this nation holds that right.

          3                 We have to fight to make sure the

          4  people's voice is heard in this house, whether on

          5  the steps of City Hall in peaceful protest, in

          6  regard to the Democratic policies that isolate

          7  people from government.

          8                 This City Council of ours stood up

          9  when the Mayor of this City decided that we did not

         10  have the right to use the steps to protest and to

         11  raise our voice when we disagree.

         12                 This City Council of ours defended

         13  the right of the citizens of this City to do so, and

         14  will continue to do so in 1999 and years to come.

         15                 A conspiracy between the Mayor of

         16  this City and the business community was put last

         17  year in place to take the Yankee Stadium out of the

         18  Bronx and put it somewhere else in Manhattan. Mr.

         19  Speaker, your leadership has to be congratulated

         20  because to you we owe that today the Yankee Stadium

         21  stays in the Bronx and will stay there and we make

         22  sure that the voice of the people of this City was

         23  heard, because everyone who had the same mind

         24  understands that the Yankee Stadium belongs in the

         25  Bronx.

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            30

          1  CHARTER MEETING

          2                 In 1999 the Council will continue to

          3  fight for the people. We will not allow anyone to

          4  bully us. We will not be intimidated and we will

          5  never, never back down from a fight that we didn't

          6  create but was put in front of us, we have

          7  represented people, we have represented every single

          8  one of the members of our City and our constituency

          9  and we will never allow no one to bully this City

         10  Council down.

         11                 Mr. Speaker, and here last year was

         12  my first year in this body, I am proud to follow

         13  your leadership and I am ready for 1999 to continue

         14  that route. Thank you very much.

         15                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Thank you,

         16  Margarita.

         17                 Another voice for the 21st Century,

         18  Phil Reed.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Thank you, Mr.

         20  Speaker.

         21                 It's a pleasure to be here again this

         22  year with my colleagues to I think renew what was a

         23  commitment that was made firmly to the people of the

         24  City of New York, last year around budget, around

         25  issues of needs of people in communities that go
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          2  unrecognized and that the media and the Mayor have

          3  not identified as communities that are parts of New

          4  York because we in those communities and many of us

          5  who represent them have not seen this marvelous

          6  renaissance, had it not been for the City Council

          7  and budget priorities that we made, those

          8  communities would have been cut off from the map of

          9  New York and left afloat. We were faced with a

         10  budget that looked like a neutron bomb, it paid more

         11  attention to buildings than people.

         12                 On the other side of this corridor we

         13  were offered a budget that spoke to 15 to $16

         14  million for a private museum. We saw a budget that

         15  spoke to building a stadium. We were handed at the

         16  midst of midnight last week a deal to keep the Stock

         17  Exchange here. We are talking about buildings. That

         18  is what it seems to be about on the other side of

         19  this hall, this building. In this room I think we

         20  are still talking about people, and I think you can

         21  combine the needs of buildings with people, because

         22  the last time I checked, a building doesn't do a

         23  damn thing for anybody if there is nobody in it. And

         24  unless this Council maintains this courage around

         25  the issues of a fair budget, campaign finance, to
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          2  allow people to look at what will happen in the

          3  future in 2001, when it will be unfortunate to see

          4  many of my colleagues leave, but we need to make

          5  people understand that they can prepare to run now

          6  and not be overwhelmed by special interests so they

          7  can come and protect the people's interests.

          8                 I think that when we passed the

          9  Domestic Partnership Bill in this Council that is

         10  the envy of this nation, that we said to people, we

         11  want everybody to feel that they can come to City

         12  Hall, register their relationship with another human

         13  being and be proud.

         14                 And believe me, that speaks volumes,

         15  because when you serve in a district like mine, and

         16  people constantly come up to you on the street and

         17  say, I appreciate what you and the City Council are

         18  doing, it says to me that people are listening to

         19  what we are doing. Our work is not being done in

         20  silence, our work is also not being done behind some

         21  closed door. All of the deliberations that we have

         22  in this Council are public and I think we hear the

         23  people.

         24                 So, I applaud the leadership of the

         25  Speaker. I look forward to us hammering out the very
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          2  tough issues about what to do with budgets but doing

          3  them fairly and in respect with each other's

          4  opinions, as opposed to ignoring the will of the

          5  people.

          6                 Thank you very much.

          7                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Thank you, Council

          8  member.

          9                 Now, my colleagues, we have a very

         10  special occasion today for several of our

         11  colleagues, one of whom has served with great

         12  distinction for the 25 years that I have known her.

         13  This is her 25th anniversary as a Council Member in

         14  this great City of ours, she is one of those people

         15  who have truly made a difference. She doesn't even

         16  know I am speaking about her, but I would ask on her

         17  25th anniversary, Mary Pinkett, come on up, Mary.

         18                 Surprise surprise. Congratulations.

         19  You are getting a standing ovation from all of your

         20  colleagues and this is a gift from them that they

         21  are all going to chip in $25 a piece and they don't

         22  -- I am only kidding.

         23                 Congratulations to our colleague the

         24  Honorable Mary Pinkett, for 25 years of

         25  distinguished service to our great City, from 1974
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          2  to 1999, presented by me and all of your colleagues

          3  on this great anniversary of yours.

          4                 Congratulations, Mary. And now you

          5  can address the Council from up here.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER PINKETT: I am

          7  surprised, I am pleased and I thank you.

          8                 This is a wonderful, wonderful body.

          9  We fight, we love each other, and I think the

         10  magnificent thing about this body is we make a

         11  difference in the life of this City. No matter how

         12  we differ, we always differ on the side of right for

         13  the people of this City, and the leadership, the

         14  leadership has made such a tremendous difference.

         15                 I offered to join the Minority

         16  Caucus, because when I started I said, they meant

         17  me, here I am, and I think the wonderful thing about

         18  this body is they were willing to take me for a half

         19  minute until I wanted to come to a meeting, and they

         20  knew better. But the --

         21                 SPEAKER VALLONE: You mean the

         22  Republican Minority Caucus, right?

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER PINKETT: Of course.

         24                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Tom Ognibene is

         25  looking at you mystified.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER PINKETT: No, Tom

          3  Ognibene was a person I made the offer to. He is not

          4  mystified, he knows who I am talking to. I came to

          5  him and I said I am ready to join.

          6                 The thing that is so wonderful about

          7  this is, whether you are the member who came on most

          8  recently, or the member who, like yourself, and

          9  Archie Spigner and Povman who we found here, and

         10  Priscilla who came afterwards, and Herb Berman who

         11  joined us, and all of the things that happened, this

         12  is a body of people who came from various sections

         13  of the City and each of us knew that this City, the

         14  part that we came from was the most important part

         15  of the City.

         16                 Jose Rivera came in knowing that the

         17  Bronx, of course, was the epitome of the City of New

         18  York until Priscilla and I straightened him out,

         19  right Priscilla? We told him about Brooklyn, but I

         20  thank you. I cannot tell you the pleasure that

         21  working in and with this Council has been. And

         22  Peter, I love you. Thank you.

         23                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Thank you very much,

         24  Mary.

         25                 It is true, Morty, you were the only
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          2  one here when this City was consolidated in 1898, so

          3  some day you are going to have to give us the

          4  historical background.

          5                 But we now have another 25-year

          6  veteran of the City Council who has served with

          7  equal distinction and now actually whenever you

          8  leave, he presides, and he has done it in a

          9  tremendously fair and constructive way. He has been

         10  to this Council what any one of you who have ever

         11  had a trusted friend and right hand has been to you.

         12  He is one of the most dedicated public servants this

         13  City has ever had, and I would like to call him up

         14  now. Archie Spigner, 25 years.

         15                 Congratulations, Archie. And this

         16  says "Congratulations to our colleague, the

         17  Honorable Archie Spigner, for 25 years of dedicated

         18  service to the New York City Council", presented by

         19  me and all of your colleagues. You don't have to

         20  chip the $25 in for this.

         21                 Congratulations.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: I love you

         23  too, Peter. This is really a surprise and a very

         24  happy surprise. This 25 years has gone so swiftly

         25  that looking back it is hard to recall as a class of
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          2  '74, which included Robert Wagner, Jr., and Henry

          3  Stern and Fred Samuel and Sam Wright, and so many

          4  others, and Bobby Steingut and just so many able and

          5  dedicated people have gone on to make their mark in

          6  other portions of City government, and early on I

          7  recognized the Peter Vallone was special, always

          8  taking notes, always looking to the future. And the

          9  Council has come a long way and a lot of it has to

         10  be attributed to the leadership of Peter Vallone,

         11  and in addition to being his friend, I really

         12  believe he is my friend, and I want to thank you for

         13  this gesture. I greatly appreciate it.

         14                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Thank you, Archie, I

         15  appreciate that.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: I would like

         17  to call on now the senior serving member of this

         18  body for an award that the recipient also was not

         19  expecting. Deserving but not expecting.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER POVMAN: Thank you very

         21  much. This is a very auspicious occasion and I am

         22  delighted to be able to make this presentation to my

         23  good friend and tennis buddy Peter Vallone.

         24                 He has succeeded both in government

         25  and in tennis to a great extent, but a benefit of
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          2  the people of the City of New York.

          3                 I would like to tell you something

          4  personal about Peter, which you may not know. He is

          5  the very illustrious son of a very fine family. His

          6  father was Charles Vallone, they recently built a

          7  building in Queens, a new Civil Court dedicated to

          8  his father, an outstanding judge and jurist that the

          9  people loved.

         10                 His mother Leah was a great political

         11  leader in the Astoria area and the apple did not

         12  fall far from the tree, as usual. And Peter,

         13  himself, has raised a wonderful family. His wife

         14  Tina and his boys are all lawyers, giving us all,

         15  the lawyers here a little competition. We have

         16  learned from Peter's example what it is to be

         17  exemplary in government. He not only took on the

         18  City of New York and the Mayor and everybody else

         19  who was in this way to make certain that this body

         20  became an important and vital part of the government

         21  of the City of New York, which it was not when I

         22  came in in 1971.

         23                 It was Peter Vallone, in 1974, when

         24  he came in, he undertook as a volunteer to go

         25  through the thousands of sections of the
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          2  Administrative Code of the City of New York, the

          3  most complicated, complex piece of legislation the

          4  world has ever known, and straightened it out by

          5  abolishing some laws that were really comical that

          6  applies in the 1800s.

          7                 But Peter didn't give up at that

          8  point. I saw stars in his eyes as he sat alongside

          9  of me where Julia Harrison is sitting, and I saw

         10  already that his genius essonite as a practicing

         11  attorney in Queens and his ability to try cases very

         12  well, and he enjoyed a great reputation, suddenly

         13  his parents' genes took over and he decided this is

         14  going to be my career in government and law, but

         15  primarily in government. And I said to myself at

         16  that time, I see this coming. I see the time when

         17  Peter is going to be the Speaker and the Mayor and

         18  maybe the Governor of the State of New York, and I

         19  am predicting that it is going to happen and maybe

         20  even beyond that.

         21                 But I think all of us in one way or

         22  another have been touched individually by the

         23  relationships that we have had with Peter. He is

         24  always there when you need him. If you have a

         25  problem, he is there to listen to your problem. He
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          2  is not a killer person, he is not out there to show

          3  his muscles, he is there to work with everybody and

          4  compromise every problem that comes up.

          5                 Unfortunately, we have had to get

          6  into big battles in courts and I have to say that we

          7  have won most of them, which if we didn't fight

          8  those battles, we would not be what we are today.

          9                 Today we celebrate two things:

         10  Peter's 25th Anniversary as a Council member, and

         11  also the fact that the City Council is now a real

         12  important body in the City of New York.

         13                 Congratulations, Peter.

         14                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Thank you very much,

         15  Morty. I appreciate that, thank you. That is very,

         16  very nice. And get the names of the people that are

         17  not standing up, Morty.

         18                 Thank you, Tom. Thank you very much.

         19  How did you get the Republicans to stand up, Tom?

         20                 Let me just thank you, Morty, and

         21  thank all of you, and as you know, at this time next

         22  week, January 13th, it will be my State of the City,

         23  and there will be many State of the Citys by many

         24  different speakers as we go through the years, but I

         25  think I can honestly say that as the longest serving
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          2  Speaker in history, as has been said, the best

          3  Speaker in history, the worst Speaker in history,

          4  the only Speaker in history, so I can take any title

          5  you want, none of this, no accomplishments can be

          6  had in government, particularly on the legislative

          7  side, unless a consensus is reached. And to have a

          8  consensus, you have to have a bipartisan

          9  relationship and you have to have an understanding

         10  that if government is going to work, at times you

         11  must put politics aside and you must simply do

         12  whatever is best for the people that you represent

         13  here.

         14                 It is an old maxum, it goes back 3000

         15  years, whatever you want to do, what God said to do

         16  is just simply do the right thing, and that's the

         17  best thing you could do. And that is the way I think

         18  this Council has put its stamp in government. We

         19  have disagreed many times on the other side of the

         20  hall with whoever the Mayor is, but we have never

         21  disagreed that when we come to a consensus, it is

         22  far better when you have 51 people that can arrive

         23  at a consensus than when you have on. There is a

         24  certain magic in democracy that demands, if you are

         25  really going to talk about a democracy where
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          2  majority rules, and if you really thought about what

          3  you did before you came to a majority decision, that

          4  is the genius of a legislative body, and I think

          5  that is why in the end this government in the City

          6  works, in the State works and in the federal

          7  government works, no matter how contentious it can

          8  get.

          9                 No one person, no matter how gifted,

         10  no matter how smart, no matter how rich, no matter

         11  how many attributes and talents you have, can

         12  accomplish anything in the legislature unless you

         13  can convince a majority of those legislators that

         14  you together have come to a consensus which is the

         15  right thing to do. And some day, based upon what

         16  happened here in the last couple of decades, that

         17  will be the model that kids will look at, that you

         18  could do so much more, so much more working together

         19  than any one person could ever hope to do in a

         20  lifetime.

         21                 So, no matter what my future is,

         22  whatever it is, the best for me will always be my

         23  relationship and my ability and your patience in

         24  working together so that we could have done today

         25  what the whole world looks at is New York City, and
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          2  while Mayors may get the credit for it, it could

          3  never have happened, ever have happened, unless

          4  those little people that we represent came together

          5  and elected you and you came together to come to a

          6  consensus. And my role, or any Speaker's role, is

          7  simply to represent that consensus. So, for me, this

          8  has been the best. It has been the best that I could

          9  ever have imagined, and I can tell you honestly,

         10  based upon those new voices that you have seen,

         11  those new Council members that are coming in into

         12  the next century, that the best is yet to come. The

         13  only tragedy of it is, that some day they will learn

         14  that you should never ever cut the dream of a

         15  legislature off and simply dismiss everyone at the

         16  same time. That is such a tragic mistake. And I know

         17  that the people eventually, the people eventually

         18  will see that and understand that a legislature

         19  takes its strength only in the time it takes to get

         20  to know one another and to work together.

         21                 So, thank you very, very much for

         22  giving me this opportunity. God bless all of you,

         23  and January 13th is the next one.

         24                 Okay, may we get on, Mr. Public

         25  Advocate, please?
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you. And

          3  congratulations, Mr. Speaker.

          4                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Thank you, Mr.

          5  Public Advocate.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: For discussion

          7  of general orders, would anyone want to seek to be

          8  recognized for up to two minutes on any matter

          9  pending today?

         10                 Council Member Lasher.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER LASHER: Thank you.

         12                 There is a bill that has been

         13  introduced on the agenda by myself and Councilman

         14  Dear with respect to a tragedy that has been

         15  occurring whereby many, many senior citizens that

         16  get bus rides into Atlantic City, and there have

         17  been an inordinate amount of accidents. I was

         18  unfortunately at a funeral two weeks ago wherein

         19  eight people had died --

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Council Member

         21  Lasher, I apologize. This is not on for a vote

         22  today, so consistent with protocol, could you hold

         23  your remarks until general discussion later? Since

         24  it is not being voted on, it cannot be discussed at

         25  this time.
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          2                 Thank you very much.

          3                 Would anyone else seek to be

          4  recognized at this time?

          5                 Hearing and seeing no one, Report of

          6  Special Committees?

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: None, sir.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Report of

          9  Standing Committees.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Report of the

         11  Committee on Finance.

         12                 Intro. 501. A local law in relation

         13  to budget dates.

         14                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled on general

         15  order, with a message of necessity. This is a bill

         16  extending the budget time.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Report of the

         18  Committee on General Welfare.

         19                 Intro. 503. A local law in relation

         20  to creating population limits for shelters for

         21  adults.

         22                 SPEAKER VALLONE: That is coupled on

         23  General Order.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Reports on the

         25  Committee on Women's Issues.
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          2                 Intro. 504. A local law in relation

          3  to a sunset provision on family day care.

          4                 SPEAKER VALLONE: It is adopted and

          5  laid over.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: General Order

          7  Calendar.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 301 and

          9  companion resolution 580.

         10                 ULURP 980660 PCK, 347 Bond Street,

         11  Brooklyn.

         12                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Resolution

         14  appointing various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

         15                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         16                 Just before the roll call, I want to

         17  point out that the relation to population limits for

         18  shelters for adults, the bill that is coupled on

         19  general order, simply is the agreement that the

         20  Council made to ensure that the existing shelters

         21  are grandfathered.

         22                 That was a commitment that we made as

         23  a Council to the other side of the hall so that

         24  there would be no question or technical objections

         25  to the fact that what we did did not -- did in fact
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          2  grandfather the existing shelter.

          3                 At this point I would ask for a roll

          4  call, please.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Would the

          6  Clerk please call the roll.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Abel.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER ABEL: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Berman.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: Yes.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Boyland.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Carrion.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER CARRION: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Clarke.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Dear.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEAR: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: DiBrienza.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER DiBRIENZA: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Dilan.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER MALAVE-DILAN: Yes.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Eldridge.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER ELDRIDGE: Yes.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Eristoff.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER ERISTOFF: Pass.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Fiala.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIALA: I vote aye on

          5  all, with the expection of preconsidered Intro. 503,

          6  and if I may be temporarily excused to explain my

          7  vote?

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: So ordered.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIALA: Let me say that

         10  I have been lobbied and I fully understand what the

         11  amendment purports to do. I just maintain, and I

         12  thank the Councilman for the olive branch, but I am

         13  fundamentally opposed to micromanaging City

         14  agencies. And while this does grandfather in

         15  existing shelters, it does present a cap, as I read

         16  it on any new shelters, meaning we would have up to

         17  and only up to 200 in any new shelter, so that is

         18  the reason for my voting against it.

         19                 I vote aye on all others.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Fisher.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER FISHER: If I can be

         22  temporarily excused to explain my vote.

         23                 With all due deference to my

         24  colleague from Staten Island, and I don't believe in

         25  micromanaging City agencies either, and that is why
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          2  I want to make it perfectly clear that the decision

          3  to open up a new shelter in Cobble Hill to evict the

          4  program that provides psychiatric services to

          5  families, to disrupt the operation of a senior

          6  citizen's operation is solely that of the

          7  Administration, because as a result of the passage

          8  of preconsidered Introduction 503, there is no

          9  necessity to open up a new shelter in downtown

         10  Brooklyn. That decision is solely the responsibility

         11  of the Mayor's and I think that given that, I have

         12  no hesitancy in voting aye on this item and the

         13  other coupled items.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Foster.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Freed.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Golden.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: No on Intro.

         20  503, aye on all others.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Harrison.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER HARRISON: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Henry.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER HENRY: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Koslowitz.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOSLOWITZ: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Lasher.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER LASHER: Pass.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Leffler.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER LEFFLER: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Linares.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER LINARES: Yes.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Lopez.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Marshall.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARSHALL: I vote aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: McCaffrey.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER McCAFFREY: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Michels.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Miller.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER MILLER: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: O'Donovan.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER O'DONOVAN: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Perkins.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Pinkett.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER PINKETT: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Povman.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER POVMAN: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Provenzano.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reed.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Rivera.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Robles.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Rodriguez.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER RODRIGUEZ: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Sabini.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER SABINI: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Spigner.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Stabile.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER STABILE: May I be

         19  excused to explain my vote?

         20                 I also vote no on preconsidered

         21  Resolution 503, basically for the same reasons as my

         22  colleague, but I would just like to add another part

         23  to it.

         24                 I think the cap system is not going

         25  to work. It will not work and all it will do is
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          2  increase more shelters in more parts of the

          3  community.

          4                 I realize this law is only referring

          5  to the existing shelters. But I am talking about the

          6  shelters that will be coming in the future.

          7                 I vote no on preconsidered 503; yes

          8  on all others.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Warden.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER WARDEN: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Watkins.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER WATKINS: May I please

         13  be excused to explain my vote?

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: So ordered.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER WATKINS: As the

         16  Council Member who had the dubious distinction of

         17  ending up with the largest shelter that did not meet

         18  the codes in the City, the devastation that that

         19  caused in the surrounding district was just

         20  unbelievable.

         21                 For those Council members who have

         22  not seen what this can do when you have large

         23  numbers of homeless people put into communities that

         24  don't necessarily have the facilities for them and

         25  there are so many people in one place with problems.
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          2  I support this bill. I have a number of other

          3  shelters in my district, most of them are smaller

          4  and they work well. I invite my colleagues to come

          5  and visit and see what a difference there is between

          6  a smaller, more manageable homeless shelter, and one

          7  that just has too many people to be managed well

          8  within the community.

          9                 I vote aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: White.

         11                 (No response.)

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Wooten.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER WOOTEN: Yes.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Eristoff.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER ERISTOFF: No on

         16  preconsidered Intro. 503; aye on all others.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Lasher.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER LASHER: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Ognibene.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER OGNIBENE: Abstain on

         21  503; aye on all others.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Speaker, Mr.

         23  Vallone.

         24                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: White.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: Aye.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: All general

          4  orders are adopted, by a similar vote of 44 in the

          5  affirmative, nothing in the negative, with the

          6  exception of Intro. 503, which is adopted, 39 in the

          7  affirmative, four in the negative, one abstention.

          8                 At this time we will move to

          9  Introduction and Reading of Bills.

         10                 Council Member Lasher.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER LASHER: Thank you.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: And general

         13  discussion.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER LASHER: Council Member

         15  Dear and myself put in Resolution 579, and basically

         16  what this deals with is what has been occurring

         17  where there have been bus pick-ups throughout

         18  Brighton Beach and Bensonhurst and throughout the

         19  City of New York wherein buses have been taking

         20  people basically, mostly senior citizens, to

         21  Atlantic City.

         22                 What has occurred is, I was at a

         23  funeral two weeks ago where eight of those people

         24  who had gone for a nice time at Atlantic City, died.

         25  It was a horrible funeral, it never should have
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          2  been, had there been safety regulations.

          3                 The calling for the State Legislature

          4  to amend is just not enough. Besides the State

          5  Legislature, I think that we in the City of New

          6  York, under our safety and health and safety and

          7  welfare provisions that are in the constitution,

          8  provide that we, if we take and we take people on

          9  that bus and we allow them to go on that bus and

         10  descend from that bus, then we have the right here

         11  in the City Council, if all of this action is done

         12  in the City of New York, to go ahead and regulate

         13  and stop and enforce directly ourselves seatbelt

         14  regulations on all of those people.

         15                 What happens unfortunately, and what

         16  has happened is most of these people who died and

         17  who were maimed were senior citizens, they did not

         18  have any restraints, no safety belts, I think that

         19  we can prepare legislation here in the City Council

         20  that would mandate the legislation of safety belts

         21  on buses that carry more than six or seven people

         22  and make sure that restraints are part of the

         23  equipment of that bus.

         24                 I hope that this legislation will

         25  become law and in order to save lives of many of our
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          2  seniors who, if they are not locked in, they fall

          3  out of their seats, have broken arms, broken legs,

          4  their bones are brittle and we have to protect them,

          5  and I believe that we have the right in the City of

          6  New York to protect them.

          7                 Thank you.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: In order,

          9  members who have sought to be recognized and who

         10  wish to speak, are Council Members Leffler, Watkins,

         11  Stabile, Fiala, Linares and Clarke. Others will be

         12  recognized at the end of that sequence.

         13                 Please.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER LEFFLER: Thank you,

         15  Mr. Public Advocate.

         16                 Ladies and gentlemen, my colleagues,

         17  as we enter the new year in 1999, we start to think

         18  of what will be new in the year ahead and the years

         19  ahead.

         20                 The days of wine and roses will soon

         21  be over. People should know about this and

         22  anticipate steps that are going to be needed to

         23  bridge the very large budget gaps that the City is

         24  about to confront.

         25                 This is something which I don't think
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          2  the public has been adequately apprised of in the

          3  recent past going up to the present time.

          4                 The budget that we are going to be --

          5  the Preliminary Budget that we are going to be

          6  getting next month will show a gap that needs to be

          7  bridged of about 2.2 billion. The following year, 3

          8  billion, and if we face up to the labor settlement

          9  that will be certainly asked for in connection with

         10  that second year, we are even looking at a $4

         11  billion gap.

         12                 So, we face large challenges in the

         13  City and I think the public should start to think

         14  that the bills are going to start to become due for

         15  a lot of the matters that have been afforded in the

         16  recent past. So, we have significant challenges

         17  ahead.

         18                 Thank you.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Council Member

         20  Watkins.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER WATKINS: Thank you,

         22  Mr. Public Advocate.

         23                 I would like to ask my colleagues to

         24  respond to my call for help in meeting the needs of

         25  the people of Springfield Gardens and other areas
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          2  surrounding us in Southeast Queens.

          3                 Most of you have seen or heard of the

          4  tragic circumstances. We have families that were

          5  flooded out in July and October of '96, and are

          6  still paying off loans, those who were lucky enough

          7  to get government loans to help out, and they are

          8  now totally flooded out again.

          9                 If any of you have access to good

         10  clothing, particularly men's clothing gently used,

         11  any furniture that is in good shape, please contact

         12  me. Recourse is helping some, but I am telling you

         13  that these are people in some cases who escaped the

         14  onslaught of water that came very quickly with only

         15  the clothes on their backs.

         16                 They are going to be given shelter

         17  for a few days. We are trying to find housing, but

         18  in the meantime, many of these people who were in

         19  apartments are destitute.

         20                 So, I appeal for your generous help.

         21  I know that you have been generous in the past, and

         22  this time the need is near right here in Southeast

         23  Queens.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Council Member

         25  Stabile.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER STABILE: I would like

          3  to comment first on Howard Lasher and Noach Dear's

          4  bill, which I believe is an excellent bill. But we

          5  are missing the bus, my colleagues. We are missing

          6  the bus really bad. And we talk about all of the

          7  great things we have done, and all of the wonderful

          8  things we have accomplished, and we all talk about

          9  the safety of children - well, let me just make one

         10  thing very clear: One of the bills that should have

         11  been passed many years ago, which should be passed

         12  and should be really pushed heavily on is the

         13  standing law on school buses and seatbelt law on

         14  school buses. Are we going to wait until four young

         15  children get killed on a school bus before we say

         16  you can't stand on a school bus? What are we waiting

         17  for?

         18                 If we, the City of New York, start

         19  it, we can force the state and maybe even the

         20  federal government to wake up their eyes. We have a

         21  responsibility in this City for the public safety of

         22  the children and the adults and everyone, including

         23  senior citizens who are going to Atlantic City.

         24                 Let's not forget the school buses

         25  that are operating daily, operating during the
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          2  summer months, and by saying we are going to put a

          3  law together that is going to say if a bus is built

          4  before 1992, it doesn't have to have it, that is

          5  wasted paper. That is another baloney story. Because

          6  if I am a small bus, I will just buy up every bus in

          7  the City that was made before 1992. I will

          8  recondition it. I will recondition it, I will put a

          9  motor or transmission, anything else in it. We have

         10  union support on this.

         11                 We, as a body of legislators, who

         12  like to brag about all of the wonderful things we

         13  have done, maybe we should open our eyes when we

         14  pass a school bus, realize that there are children

         15  on this school bus who are in danger, just the fact

         16  of standing.

         17                 Seatbelts should be applied, every

         18  seat should have seatbelts. This is 1999. We have

         19  the technology surely to put seatbelts.

         20                 Last night I was watching TV and one

         21  of my colleagues brought out an issue of CUNY and he

         22  flagrantly says it seems like a racial overtone.

         23  Well, this is not a racial overtone. This is a fact.

         24  There are black kids, there are Spanish kids, there

         25  are Chinese kids, there are every, Asian, whatever
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          2  you want to call them, Italian kids, Irish kids, who

          3  ride these school buses. This is something that

          4  should be put on a priority on this agenda, passing

          5  a law to protect the children of this City who ride

          6  school buses.

          7                 Thank you.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER STABILE: Thank you.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you,

         11  Council member.

         12                 Council Member Fiala.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIALA: Thank you, Mr.

         14  Public Advocate.

         15                 I rise to speak on the same subject

         16  as my colleague, Council Member Stabile, although I

         17  don't know if I can articulate it as passionately as

         18  he did.

         19                 Let me say this: Mary Pinkett got up

         20  and gave a wonderful speech and said this is a

         21  wonderful body, we fight, but we always fight

         22  despite what side we are on for what we believe is

         23  in the best interest of this City.

         24                 I congratulate her and my colleagues

         25  and my colleagues for your 25 years of service. I
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          2  agree, we fight.

          3                 One thing we do not fight on is the

          4  safety of our children.

          5                 New York State, Mr. Public Advocate,

          6  has been negligent for far too long. New York State,

          7  the New York State Legislature has failed to act,

          8  and act morally responsibly, by passing a no

          9  standees law on school buses.

         10                 I ran for public office in 1996 for

         11  the State Legislature, that was part of my platform.

         12  I lost that race. In '97, I ran for this seat. After

         13  getting in, we determined we had the authority to

         14  enact a local law to achieve what the state

         15  legislature has failed to do. So, Intro. 443, which

         16  I introduced last year would outlaw standing on

         17  school buses, and would move us toward providing the

         18  type of safety that Council Member Lasher had spoken

         19  about.

         20                 Everybody and their brother, from the

         21  federal government on down, responded viscerally to

         22  the aftermath of what happened on the New Jersey

         23  Turnpike. But day in and day out we allow up to 13

         24  students, and in some cases 20 or 30 to stand on a

         25  school bus. Let us, as the Speaker said, act
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          2  together.

          3                 You know what my motto when I ran for

          4  public office was? Together we can. There are 27 of

          5  you on this bill, together we can pass Intro. 443,

          6  act where the State Legislature has failed to act,

          7  and once and for all send a message that we care

          8  about how we transport our children.

          9                 I urge this body to make this its

         10  number one priority this year.

         11                 Thank you.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you,

         13  Council Member.

         14                 Council Member Linares.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER LINARES: Thank you,

         16  Mr. Public Advocate.

         17                 First, I would like to wish everyone

         18  a happy new year.

         19                 I would like to take this opportunity

         20  to first indicate that we as a body, we have been

         21  making progress trying to represent the interests of

         22  New Yorkers, children, families and our communities,

         23  and I believe this next year we can make headway in

         24  that mission collectively. So I look forward to this

         25  next year.
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          2                 I want to take this opportunity to

          3  just share that the Caucus, the Black and Hispanic

          4  Caucus are concerned over what is happening in

          5  Washington, D.C., and what has been happening there

          6  and the recent months, and especially what is

          7  happening this week in the Senate over the crisis

          8  that we have been facing on the top leadership, the

          9  presidency, we are preparing a resolution to present

         10  at the next meeting, and depending on how the Senate

         11  acts on the situation, we feel that it merits the

         12  collective of this body to make a statement, one

         13  that calls on the Senate of the United States to

         14  recognize that the genius of our Constitution and

         15  the wisdom of its authors to provide us with a legal

         16  mechanism that permits the nation to heal itself

         17  with justice and grace, and that in pursuing

         18  censoring President William Jeffers or Clinton, it

         19  does so in the process of being expeditious, firm

         20  and in a fair way, and that it would be untainted by

         21  partisanship.

         22                 So, that resolution is being drafted

         23  and I am calling on my colleagues in the City

         24  Council to read it and to endorse it, and we

         25  anticipate that it will be presented next month, in
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          2  the next meeting this month.

          3                 Thank you.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you,

          5  Council member.

          6                 Council Members Clarke and Spigner.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you, Mr.

          8  Public Advocate. I rise as the Chair of the

          9  Subcommittee on Mental Health to express the

         10  sympathy of our entire body to the family that lost

         11  a daughter this week due to the mental illness of

         12  another family, with whom we also share the agony of

         13  having a member of the family that is chronically

         14  and persistently mentally ill.

         15                 The City Council Subcommittee, and I

         16  ask all of my colleagues to be present at the

         17  meeting on the 15th, because we have asked the

         18  Administration and the Commissioner of Mental Health

         19  to come before us with a plan so that we can know

         20  exactly what happens to outpatient clinics, who

         21  follows the mentally ill, is there a case manager,

         22  so that we can be assured that the medication that

         23  is prescribed is taken so that we do not lose any

         24  other lives.

         25                 Part of the problem has been that
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          2  when we did community reinvestment and when we

          3  entered the psychiatric hospital, that there was not

          4  a case plan to follow every person who left a

          5  psychiatric hospital, some 40 percent of them are in

          6  the homeless shelters right now because they have no

          7  family member, and the rest of them, we need to have

          8  a plan to make sure that service is provided in a

          9  consistent way. The hearing is not to highlight the

         10  sensationalism of when something happens, but to

         11  show how far we have come with the care of the

         12  mentally ill and to make sure that we have a plan

         13  that will be consistent with community reinvestment

         14  and community living for those who are mentally ill.

         15                 I just want to go on record also that

         16  I do not believe in jumping from the frying pan into

         17  the fire. For the Administration to now close a

         18  psychiatric clinic who is following the mentally ill

         19  and providing service and to turn that into a

         20  homeless shelter when we recognize that some 40

         21  percent of all of the people who are homeless are

         22  psychiatrically ill, and that we need to be able to

         23  provide them persistent service, including mental

         24  health services so that they can be restored to good

         25  health, I think is counterproductive and I think
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          2  that at the hearing I would like to ask officially

          3  the chair of the Health Committee, Victor Robles, to

          4  be present at the meeting so that we can join

          5  together to make sure that there is a consistent

          6  plan for all of those who are mentally ill and who

          7  are being served in our communities, and I thank

          8  you.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: I thank you,

         10  Council Member.

         11                 Council Member Spigner.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Thank you,

         13  Mr. Speaker.

         14                 One of the main items on today's

         15  agenda, or perhaps the main item on today's agenda,

         16  was an intro changing the date for the Capital and

         17  Expense Budget process. I raise this issue because

         18  it is the budget process that holds solutions to the

         19  perennial flooding problem in Southeast Queens and

         20  other parts of our City.

         21                 I will request my colleagues to be

         22  sensitive to the need to allocate sufficient funds

         23  to alleviate this long-standing devastating problem.

         24                 You can't imagine how frightening and

         25  disruptive it is to be fearful of the slightest
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          2  rainfall as to its consequences. We are at this time

          3  taking every step together with the Borough

          4  President, and together with my colleagues in

          5  Southeast Queens and in the Council, to expedite the

          6  construction of the completion of the major sewer

          7  line currently under construction, but we need

          8  additional sewers, stormwater sewers in other parts

          9  of Queens.

         10                 It is my contention that we should

         11  have never given permits to construct buildings

         12  without ensuring that adequate provisions had been

         13  made to run off the stormwater. Government has a

         14  responsibility for orderly development of

         15  communities, it has an equal responsibility to see

         16  that once these building permits are issued and the

         17  buildings constructed and sold and inhabited, the

         18  inhabitants of these buildings are able to enjoy

         19  their homes in the peace and contentment that their

         20  tax dollars should provide for them.

         21                 Thank you.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you,

         23  Council member.

         24                 Would anyone else seek to speak?

         25                 Seeing no one with any further
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          2  business, and in fact barely seeing anyone in the

          3  Chambers, this Charter meeting is hereby adjourned,

          4  with one exception as Council Member Robles sitting

          5  in for the Speaker has a comment.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: Yes. Let me

          7  ask you, before we adjourn, to remind you and my

          8  colleagues that the Speaker requested that we

          9  adjourn in memory of Amy Meyers, and also for all of

         10  my colleagues to keep Richard Dachs in their

         11  prayers, that hopefully he could be back with us

         12  like he has always been.

         13                 Having said that, Mr. Public, now I

         14  ask you to adjourn.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you,

         16  Council Member Robles, on behalf of the Speaker, for

         17  that fitting tribute.

         18                 Let us stand for a moment of silence

         19  and prayer, please.

         20                 (Moment of Silence.)

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you very

         22  much. The meeting is adjourned.

         23                 (Hearing concluded at 1:40 p.m.)

         24

         25
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          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 6th day of January 1999.
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