New York City Council
Memorandum in Support of Legislation

This memorandum is authored by the sponsor and explains the need for the legislation referenced below, in accordance with Rule 6.00(d) of the Rules of the Council.

Introduction Number:
Int. No. 1051-2024


Prime Sponsors:
Council Member Kamillah Hanks

Bill Title:
A Local Law to amend the New York city charter, in relation to the identification of formerly enslaved African American burial sites
Submitted by:
Council Member Hanks

Justification:
New York City’s history includes numerous burial sites of formerly enslaved African Americans that remain undocumented, unmarked, or at risk of disturbance due to development and limited public awareness. The absence of a comprehensive inventory and identification process impedes preservation efforts, diminishes historical recognition, and risks the loss of culturally significant sites.
By requiring the creation of a citywide list, the identification of unmarked burial sites, and the development of educational and mapping tools, this bill promotes historical preservation, honors the legacy of formerly enslaved African Americans, and ensures that these burial grounds are protected, documented, and recognized as an essential part of the City’s history and cultural heritage.

