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T H E  C O U N C I L

REPORT OF THE INFRASTRUCTURE DIVISION

KATHLEEN B. CUDAHY, DIRECTOR

COMMITTEE ON PARKS, RECREATION, CULTURAL AFFAIRS AND INTERNATIONAL INTERGROUP RELATIONS

COUNCIL MEMBER WENDELL FOSTER, CHAIRMAN

INT. NO. 672
BY: Council Members Lasher, Foster,  O’Donovan and Robinson.

TITLE:
In relation to a street name, Denos D. Vourderis Place, Borough of Brooklyn.

INTENT:
This proposed local law would name West 12th Street between Surf Avenue and the Boardwalk.
ANALYSIS AND BACKGROUND:


The following biographical information on Denos Vourderis was provided by Council Member Lasher.  


Constantinos Dionysious (“Denos”) Vourderis, the 8th of 22 children, was born in Aigion, Greece in 1920.  Hoping to emigrate to America, at the age of 14, he left his native land and joined the Merchant Marines.  He became an American citizen when he joined the United States Army on February 9, 1945.  In the Army, and forever afterward, becoming known as Denos, while serving as a cook, he received the Good Conduct Medal, American Theatre Ribbon, Meritorious Unit Award and the World War II Victory Ribbon.  He was honorably discharged on June 28, 1946.


Upon leaving the Army, he secured a peddler’s license to sell hot dogs which took him from the streets of Manhattan to his final destination in Coney Island. 


In 1948, Denos met and married Lula and together they began a journey that would extend for 37 years.  In the early 1950’s he opened his first restaurant in Tarrytown, New York and they had their first child.  Missing the City that they loved so much, he and his wife moved to Astoria where he opened his second restaurant and they had their second child.  In the early 1960’s he opened two more restaurants and he and his wife had two more children.  Like many other New York families, the Vourderis family spent a great deal of time enjoying the beach and the rides of Coney Island.  He would gaze up at The Wheel and dream that someday it would be his.


In the late 1960’s, a man approached Denos and asked him to manage a Coney Island boardwalk bar and grill.  He quickly mastered the fast-paced Coney Island business and, in the early 1970’s, he started his exclusive hot dog stand in Ward’s Kiddie Park which he purchased in 1981.  In June, 1983, Denos purchased the Wonder Wheel and Deno’s Wonder Wheel Park was born.  During the next decade, Denos, along with his sons Dennis and Steve, refurbished the amusement park rides and the Wonder Wheel to their original splendor and, in 1989, the Wonder Wheel became an official New York City Landmark.  In the 1990’s, Denos negotiated with McDonald’s to take over the food service operation in Denos Wonder Wheel Park.  


Denos died in December of 1994.  His last wish was to have his family carry on with his dream of Denos’ Wonder Wheel Park.

UPDATE:
On February 5, 2001, the Committee on Parks, Recreation, Cultural Affairs and International Intergroup Relations adopted Int. No. 672 by a vote of 8:0:0.
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