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THE COUNCIL

REPORT OF THE INFRASTRUCTURE DIVISION

MARY MASTROPAOLO, DIRECTOR

COMMITTEE ON PARKS, RECREATION, CULTURAL AFFAIRS AND

INTERNATIONAL INTERGROUP RELATIONS

Council Member Wendell Foster, Chairman

April 4, 2001

INT. NO. 798
By: Council Members Nelson, Berman, Henry, Abel, Golden and Oddo; also Council Members Dear, Fisher, O’Donovan and Robles

TITLE:
In relation to a street name, P.O. Kenneth Hansen Way, Borough of Brooklyn. 

INTENT:
This legislation would add, through the posting of an additional sign, the name “P.O. Kenneth Hansen Way” on Coney Island Avenue between Gravesend Neck Road and Avenue W.

COMMENT:

Police Officer Kenneth Hansen was born in Brooklyn and attended P.S. 207, Marine Park Junior High and Beach Channel High School.  While he was at Beach Channel High School, he was a coxswain on the rowing team.  His high school teacher, Mr. Stein, used to say that “Kenny could steer a boat through the eye of a needle”.  He also coached a Pee Wee team for Saint Columba Church.  He would pull up in his old car, pile the kids inside and take them to Marine Park where he would always have a cooler full of drinks for them.


He worked for the New York Aquarium, the Triborough Bridge and Tunnel Authority, Brooklyn Union Gas and finally the New York City Police Department.  He came on the job at the Police Department in January of 1986.  He worked in N S U 10, the 69th Precinct, the 61st Precinct and the Harbor Unit.  At the 61st Precinct, he worked with his brother Sgt. James Hansen.  In the Harbor Unit, he worked with his father, retired Detective John Hansen who was a police officer for 32 years and also worked with his brother John at Harbor Charlie Base.  His fiancée Diane worked at George Base.  They were to be married in September of 1991 but he died on June 11, 1991.  He and his brother Jimmy had scheduled weddings three months apart.  He also had a sister Judy to whom he was very close.  He had three nieces, two nephews and another one on the way.
In the five and a half short years that Kenneth Hansen served in the Police Department, he had one commendation, three meritorious citations and three excellent police duty awards.


The day before Kenneth died he saved a parachutist, two kayakers and boaters from an overturned sailboat during the Operation Welcome Home festivities. When he died, he was posing as a victim during an air-sea training operation and was swept away by the swift currents in the waters off Battery Park.  He was waiting for a lifeline from the helicopter overhead, but the choppy waters and the 66 degree water temperature hampered the rescue attempt.  His body was recovered 22 hours later. Police Officer Kenneth Hansen died a line-of-duty hero at the age of 26.


This local law will take effect immediately.


Brooklyn Community Board No. 15 is in support of this street name designation.
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