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	AN ACT to amend the civil service law, in relation to the appointment and promotion of certain personnel of the sanitation department of the city of New York


I. BACKGROUND
	According to Article V, Section 6 of the New York State Constitution, appointments and promotions in the civil service of the State, including cities, are made according to merit and fitness based on a competitive examination.
	In this case, the proposed legislation would ensure that Department of Sanitation (DSNY) supervisors are the most qualified to serve in their positions. DSNY supervisors in New York City experience challenges in providing timely, high-quality assistance during day to day operations and emergencies. Accordingly, only the most qualified employees should be promoted to these supervisory positions.
	Currently, there is no examination required for candidates seeking promotion to General Superintendent 2 (GS2) and General Superintendent 3 (GS3). Rather, the selections of those being promoted to GS2 and GS3 are done by submission of a superior officer’s recommendation to a higher level DSNY officials. This bill would require that promotions to the positions of GS2 and GS3 would be based on merit and fitness as determined by a competitive civil service examination to better ensure the highest level of service is provided to the public in the most efficient and competent possible manner. This legislation could also improve diversity within the supervisory ranks of DSNY.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Note that the Council’s Pay Equity report includes data and a discussion of the lack of diversity among the supervisory ranks of DSNY; the General Superintendent title is 73% white. NYC Council Data Operations Unit. Pay Equity in NYC. NYC Council. (Aug. 2021) at p. 45. Available at http://council.nyc.gov/data/wp-content/uploads/sites/73/2021/08/080221.OC03.PAY-EQUITY-IN-NYC_v8.pdf.] 

II. PROPOSED LEGISLATION
	Section one of this bill adds a new section 59-c to the Civil Service Law providing that a competitive examination will be used to fill vacancies in DSNY in the titles of General Superintendent 2 and General Superintendent 3 and/or positions with equivalent duties and responsibilities. This section also details which employees at DSNY will have the opportunity to participate in a competitive promotional examination for the next higher title.
	Section two of this bill is the effective date.
III. FISCAL IMPLICATIONS
	See Council Finance Division fiscal impact statement.
IV. EFFECTIVE DATE
	This bill takes effect immediately.
Preconsidered State Legislation Resolution
State Legislation Resolution requesting the New York State Legislature to pass bills introduced by Senator Gounardes, S.1608, and Assembly Member Abbate, A.4006, “AN ACT to amend the civil service law, in relation to the appointment and promotion of certain personnel of the sanitation department of the city of New York”
By Council Member Abreu
	Whereas, Bills have been introduced in the New York State Legislature by Senator Gounardes, S.1608, and Assembly Member Abbate, A.4006, “AN ACT to amend the civil service law, in relation to the appointment and promotion of certain personnel of the sanitation department of the city of New York”; and
	Whereas, The enactment of the above State Legislation requires the concurrence of the Council of the City of New York as the local legislative body; now, therefore, be it 
	Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York, in accordance with the provisions of Section 2 of Article 9 of the Constitution of the State of New York, does hereby request the New York State Legislature to enact into law the aforesaid pending bills.
	Referred to the Committee on State and Federal Legislation. 
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