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By:
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TITLE:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to classifying housekeeping violations as immediately hazardous, certifying correction of immediately hazardous housekeeping violations, adding civil penalties for violations of stop work orders.

ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Amends sections 28-201.2.1, 28-204.2 and 28-207.2.5 of title 28.

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS:

On June 25, 2008, the Committee on Housing and Buildings, chaired by Councilman Erik Martin Dilan, will conduct a hearing on Proposed Int. No. 763-A, A Local Law to amend the Administrative Code of the City of New York, in relation to classifying housekeeping violations as immediately hazardous, certifying correction of immediately hazardous housekeeping violations, adding civil penalties for violations of stop work orders.  Previously, on May 6, 2008, the Committee heard testimony from representatives of the Department of Buildings and representatives of the real estate and construction industries and unions with regards to an earlier version of this legislation.  

The Council is concerned about the quality of housekeeping being maintained on and around construction sites throughout the City. Housekeeping responsibilities require general maintenance of the construction site, safe storage practices of associated building materials, debris and waste, as well as clean and hazard-free passage to pedestrians and others near the site, walking and traveling through allotted public access points and the Council has heard representations that there is a correlation between good housekeeping at a work site and safety at a site.
Int. No. 763 

Bill section one amends the Administrative Code by adding section 28-201.2.1.12. This section would increase penalties for violations in housekeeping procedures by classifying such violations as immediately hazardous. 

Bill section two provides that this law would take effect on July 1, 2008.

Amendments to Int. No. 763
· Bill section one was amended to add a new item 15 to section 28-210.2.1 classifying a violation of sections 3303.4.5 and 3303.4.6 of the Building Code as immediately hazardous.  Section 3303.4.5 of the Building Code relates to the proper storage of materials during construction and section 3303.4.6 requires that storage of combustible material and other material and equipment that may cause a fire hazard comply with the Fire Code.   
· Former bill section two, which contained the enactment provision, was amended and relocated to bill section four of this amended version of the legislation.

· New bill section two amends section 28-204.2 to allow for the electronic certification or any other mechanism that DOB may authorize by rule that violations have been corrected. 

· New bill section three amends section 28-207.2.5 to institute a civil penalty for failure to comply with a stop work order of  $5,000 for the initial violation, and ten thousand dollars for any violation thereafter.   The penalties must be paid to the Department prior to the rescission of the stop work order. This provision does not apply to any work done to remedy an unsafe or hazardous condition as authorized by an order of the Commissioner.
· Finally, the enactment clause was amended and renumbered as bill section four of this legislation and provides for the immediate effectiveness of this legislation upon enactment.
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