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INTRODUCTION

On June 26, 2023, the Committee on Public Safety, chaired by Council Member Kamillah Hanks, and the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure, chaired by Majority Whip Selvena N. Brooks-Powers, will conduct a joint oversight hearing on enforcement of laws prohibiting defaced, fraudulent, and expired license plates. The Committee will also be hearing three bills: Int. No. 987, sponsored by Council Member Oswald Feliz, in relation to prohibiting the operation of a motor vehicle with fraudulent or expired license plates; Int. No. 988, also sponsored by Council Member Feliz, in relation to prohibiting the sale or distribution of fraudulent license plates; and Int. No. 1011, sponsored by Majority Whip Brooks-Powers, in relation to providing information on reduced fare programs to individuals arrested or summoned for fare evasion. Those invited to testify include representatives from the New York Police Department (NYPD) and other interested stakeholders and members of the public.
BACKGROUND
Under New York State (NYS) law, numbered license plates are required to be kept clean and in an easily readable condition, not covered by glass or any plastic material or covered with any material or substance that conceals or obscures the plates from being recorded by a photographic image, such as is used for toll collection or by an enforcement agent.[footnoteRef:1] In addition, state law restricts any person or entity from selling, offering for sale, or distributing any materials to distort or obstruct the reading of a license plate on a vehicle.[footnoteRef:2] Although illegal under state law, in recent years, there have been increasing incidences of the use, sale, or distribution of materials to block or distort license plates. Obscured or distorted license plates undermine street safety, as, according to officials from the NYPD, such licenses plates render speed and red light cameras ineffective.[footnoteRef:3] [1:  NYS Vehicle and Traffic Law § 402]  [2:  Id. ]  [3:  Testimony of the NYPD during the joint hearing of the Council’s Committee on Transportation and the Committee on Oversight and Investigations held on October 26, 2021] 

Obscuring and distorting license plates also reduces the effectiveness of toll cameras, thereby enabling toll evasion on NYS roads. In NYS, if a vehicle does not have an EZ Pass, tolls are assigned by using a camera to record the license plate associated with the registered vehicle, whose owner is then sent a bill. However, covering or obstructing a vehicle’s license plate, thereby making it unreadable to the camera, is a tactic deployed by drivers to avoid paying the toll.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Dave Colon, MTA’s $100k Toll Scofflaw Is Merely The Tip of the License Plat Obstructing Iceberg, StreetsBlog  (Sept. 27, 2021), available at https://nyc.streetsblog.org/2021/09/27/mtas-100k-toll-scofflaw-is-merely-the-tip-of-the-license-plate-obstructing-iceberg/] 

In an effort to reduce the prevalence of license obstruction and defacement, in October of 2021, the state enacted a bill to increase the maximum penalty for license obstruction to $300.[footnoteRef:5] In January of 2022, the NYC Council, along with the Mayor, enacted Local Law 22 prohibiting the sale or distribution of materials that obscure license plates or distort images on license plates in NYC.[footnoteRef:6] The law created a penalty of not less than $300 for the first violation and not less than $500 for any subsequent violation.[footnoteRef:7]	 [5:  Senate Bill S4849A/A6014A, available at https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2021/s4849/amendment/a or at https://www.nyassembly.gov/leg/?bn=6014]  [6:  NYC Local Law 22 of 2022.]  [7:  Id. ] 

In addition to defacing New York license plates, drivers in the City avoid tolls and camera enforcement by acquiring fraudulent plates—often by using expired temporary or illegal paper plates. Vehicles with such fraudulent plates are called “ghost vehicles” since they are virtually untraceable if involved in a crime, speeding in neighborhoods, or evading tolls.[footnoteRef:8]  [8:  Edric Robinson, New York City Sheriff seizes “ghost” vehicles, NY1 (Jul. 15, 2022), available at  https://www.ny1.com/nyc/all-boroughs/news/2022/07/14/ny1-exclusive--ridealong-with-sheriff-department-and-nypd-seizing-vehicles] 

Vision Zero and Street Safety
Since 2014, NYC has instituted Vision Zero, a citywide initiative that operates to improve the safety of its streets throughout every neighborhood and in every borough.[footnoteRef:9] First launched under former Mayor Bill de Blasio, the initiative includes: expanded enforcement against dangerous moving violations, such as speeding and failing to yield to pedestrians; new street designs and configurations; broad public outreach and communication; and a sweeping legislative agenda to increase penalties for dangerous drivers.[footnoteRef:10] The main premise behind Vision Zero is the belief that deaths and serious injuries in traffic incidents are not inevitable “accidents,” but preventable crashes that can be reduced through engineering, enforcement, and education.[footnoteRef:11] Traffic fatalities in NYC have fallen significantly since 1990, from 701 in 1990 to 381 in 2000 to an all-time low of 202 in 2018.[footnoteRef:12] Notably, when comparing 2018 statistics with the year before Vision Zero began, traffic fatalities had fallen by a third.[footnoteRef:13] [9:  NYC, Vision Zero, available at https://www1.nyc.gov/content/visionzero/pages/]  [10:  Id.  ]  [11:  Id. ]  [12:  NYC DOT & NYPD, Vision Zero Accomplishments 2018, at 4, available at https://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/downloads/pdf/vz-accomplishments-core-outputs-2018.pdf ]  [13:  Id. ] 

	Although the data through 2018 is encouraging, the citywide initiative has received a number of criticisms, mainly due to the rapid increase in deaths occurring on City streets over the last several years. The New York Times indicated in January 2021 that the total number of traffic fatalities in 2020 made it the deadliest year on record since Mayor de Blasio introduced Vision Zero, and the second straight year of increased road fatalities.[footnoteRef:14] Then in Fiscal Year 2021, there were 275 traffic fatalities in the City, the highest level since Vision Zero was launched in 2014.[footnoteRef:15] [14:  Christina Goldbaum, Why Emptier Streets Meant an Especially Deadly Year for Traffic Deaths, New York Times (Jan 1, 2021), available at https://www.nytimes.com/2021/01/01/nyregion/nyc-traffic-deaths.html  ]  [15:  NYC, Vision Zero’s Fiscal 2023 Preliminary Mayors Management Report, available at https://www.nyc.gov/assets/operations/downloads/pdf/pmmr2023/vision_zero.pdf  ] 

In January 2023, DOT announced that for 2022 the City had experienced its first decline in traffic fatalities since 2019, with “among the fewest annual pedestrian deaths recorded in history.”[footnoteRef:16] According to DOT, overall traffic fatalities decreased 6.6 percent and pedestrian fatalities decreased by 6.3 percent.[footnoteRef:17] DOT noted that it worked with State lawmakers to expand the City’s school zone speed camera program to operate at all hours, year round, which has resulted in a 25 percent reduction in violations since the program’s expansion on August 1, 2022.[footnoteRef:18] However, safe street advocates have noted that though there had been improvements in 2022 when compared to 2021, total traffic fatalities remained at their second highest since 2014 at 255 deaths.[footnoteRef:19] Moreover, advocates noted that a greater number of children had been killed in traffic crashes in 2022 than in any year since Vision Zero was launched in 2014. According to Transportation Alternatives, 16 children under the age of 18 had been killed in 2022, compared to 11 in 2021.[footnoteRef:20]   [16:  NYC DOT, Press Release, Vision Zero: NYC Traffic Fatalities Dropped in 2022 for First Time in Three Years, Pedestrian Deaths Near Record Low, (Jan. 6, 2023), available at https://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/pr2023/vision-zero-fatalities-dropped-2022.shtml]  [17:  Id. ]  [18:  Id.]  [19:  Gersh Kuntzman, Vision Zero 2022: More Dead Kids, More Crashes in Known Danger Zones, StreetsBlog (Jan. 23, 2023), available at https://nyc.streetsblog.org/2023/01/23/vision-zero-2022-more-dead-kids-more-crashes-in-known-danger-zones/]  [20:  Id.] 

NYC’s Red Light and Speed Camera Programs 
In 1988 and 2013, NYS law granted authority to DOT to implement a red light and speed camera program in NYC. In 1988, the NYS Legislature and Governor enacted Vehicle and Traffic Law (VTL) § 1111-a, which provided NYC with the authority to establish a demonstration program imposing monetary liability on the owner of a vehicle for failure of an operator to comply with traffic control signals, and to allow NYC to install and operate traffic control signal photo violation monitoring devices.[footnoteRef:21] In 1994, NYC used this authorization and launched the nation’s first Red Light Camera Program with the authority to operate red light cameras at no more than 150 locations at a time. The State Legislature extended the Program eight times, with current expiration in December 2024.[footnoteRef:22] In a 2022 report reviewing the NYC Red Light Camera Program, DOT found the following.  [21:  NYC DOT, NYC Red Light Camera Program Review 2022 Report, available for download at https://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/downloads/pdf/nyc-red-light-camera-program.pdf ]  [22:  Id. ] 

· The program was effective at deterring drivers from running red lights, with the average daily number of red light violations issued at camera locations declining by over 77% since the inception of the program in 1994.[footnoteRef:23]  [23:  Id. ] 

· The program, along with other traffic safety initiatives like the speed camera program and street improvement projects, has helped prevent crashes associated with red light running. During 1991 to 1993, just prior to the launch of the program, NYC saw an average of 13,815 right-angle crashes annually and 12,024 rear-end crashes annually, while in 2020 right-angle crashes had declined to 2,819 annually (a decrease of 80%) and to 4,736 rear-end crashes annually (a decrease of 61%).[footnoteRef:24]  [24:  Id. ] 

· Red light running has increased since the COVID-19 pandemic, with red light camera violations per camera per day increasing to an average of 7 violations per camera per day in 2021, up from 4.79 in 2020 and 5.3 in 2019.[footnoteRef:25] [25:  Id. ] 

In 2013, the NYS Legislature and Governor enacted VTL § 1180-b, which granted NYC the authority to pilot an automated speed enforcement program to deter speeding in 20 school speed zones.[footnoteRef:26] The pilot program was then expanded in June 2014 to include a total of 140 school speed zones, and once more in 2019 to 750 school speed zones on all weekdays between 6AM and 10PM.[footnoteRef:27] The 2019 expansion authorization was codified in Article 30 of the NYS VTL, allowing cameras to be placed at any location within a quarter-mile radius of a school building, and codified into DOT’s practice of using data to guide installations to where the greatest impact on preventing injury and death would be realized.[footnoteRef:28] In 2022, with data showing that speeding at fixed camera locations had dropped significantly, the State permitted camera hours to be expanded to 24 hours a day, seven days a week.[footnoteRef:29] From August 1, 2022 (when 24/7 camera operation began) to December 20, 2022, according to the NYC Comptroller’s Office, NYC’s 24/7 speed camera program has issued nearly 3 million violations and the City has received nearly $100 million from fines paid.[footnoteRef:30] In addition to this revenue, another $66.5 million remains outstanding, which includes late penalties, court-determined reductions, and interest.[footnoteRef:31] As of January 2023, there were about 2,000 speed cameras throughout NYC that operate 24/7.[footnoteRef:32] As of January 2023, 1,079,642 violations were given based on cameras in Queens, 949,004 in Brooklyn, 440,000 in the Bronx, 227,000 in Manhattan, and 18,600 in Staten Island.[footnoteRef:33] [26:  NYC DOT, NYC Automated Speed Enforcement Program 2022 Report, available for download at https://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/downloads/pdf/speed-camera-report.pdf  ]  [27:  Id. ]  [28:  Id. ]  [29:  Id. ]  [30:  Mira Wassef, NYC 24/7 speed cameras raked in about $100M for the city, officials say, Pix11 (Jan. 12, 2023), available at https://pix11.com/news/local-news/nyc-24-7-speed-cameras-raked-in-about-100m-for-the-city-officials-say/]  [31:  Id. ]  [32:  Id. ]  [33:  Id. ] 

Fraudulent License Plates 
According to Mayor Eric Adams, as of July 2022, police had towed 1,700 automobiles, impounded 2,478 vehicles, and given 16,448 tickets to motorists for having blocked or unlawful license plates; [footnoteRef:34] and by the conclusion of 2022, there had been 42,629 summonses issued, 3,602 cars towed, and 5,635 cars seized.[footnoteRef:35] [34:  NYPD, NYPD and the NYC Sheriff’s Office Crack Down On “Ghost Cars,” (July 5, 2022),
https://www.nyc.gov/site/nypd/news/p00051/nypd-the-nyc-sheriff-s-office-crack-down-ghost-cars-if-you-use-fake
plate-we-will-tow-]  [35:  Stephen Nessen, Guerilla activists fight NYC drivers who hide license plates to evade tolls and tickets, Gothamis,.
(Dec. 14, 2022) 
https://gothamist.com/news/guerilla-activists-fight-back-against-nyc-drivers-who-hide-license 
plates-to-evade-tolls-and-tickets] 

The NYPD has noted a potential link between vehicles with fake temporary license plates and criminal activity. A significant number of vehicles with fraudulent or obstructed license plates towed by the NYPD and the Sheriff's Office in New York City are abandoned in impound yards and later sent to auction.[footnoteRef:36] In 2021, around 25% of the 5,500 towed vehicles with paper plates were not redeemed, and through June 2022, 562 out of 1,646 vehicles with paper plates were similarly abandoned.[footnoteRef:37] The Bronx had the highest number of such vehicles towed in both years, accounting for roughly 60% of vehicles citywide.[footnoteRef:38] Additionally, about 60% of vehicles with paper plates seized by the Sheriff's Office are auctioned off due to abandonment.[footnoteRef:39] The Sheriff's Office has found firearms, drugs, fake identification cards, and a large number of fake license plates inside of seized vehicles while inventorying them.[footnoteRef:40] [36:  NYPD, NYPD and the NYC Sheriff’s Office Crack Down On “Ghost Cars,” (July 5, 2022),
https://www.nyc.gov/site/nypd/news/p00051/nypd-the-nyc-sheriff-s-office-crack-down-ghost-cars-if-you-use-fake
plate-we-will-tow-]  [37:  Id. ]  [38:  The City, Bhat, S., Fake Paper License Plate Scourge Prompts NYPD Surveillance and Arrest Surge, availbale at https://www.thecity.nyc/transportation/2021/10/26/22747813/fake-paper-license-plate-nypd-surveillance-arrest]  [39:  NYPD, NYPD and the NYC Sheriff’s Office Crack Down On “Ghost Cars,” (July 5, 2022),
https://www.nyc.gov/site/nypd/news/p00051/nypd-the-nyc-sheriff-s-office-crack-down-ghost-cars-if-you-use-fake
plate-we-will-tow-]  [40:  Jesse Coburn, Ghost tags: Inside New York City’s black market for temporary license plates — Part 3, New Jersey Monitor (2023), https://newjerseymonitor.com/2023/04/05/ghost-tags-inside-new-york-citys-black-market-for-temporary-license-plates-part-3/] 



NYPD Training and Enforcement
All 77 precincts in New York City have focused patrol enforcement on illegal and defaced license plates, with the support of several government agencies, including the Federal Bureau of Investigations.[footnoteRef:41] The NYPD also established the 2022 Vehicle License Plates Working Group, including the NYPD's patrol, legal, and transportation bureaus, and the detective bureau’s Auto Crime Unit for investigations.[footnoteRef:42] The NYPD is involved in efforts to identify illegal temporary license plate sellers, but has been unable to expand enforcement to states like New Jersey and Georgia where dealers profit from selling plates illegally.[footnoteRef:43] [41:  NYPD, NYPD and the NYC Sheriff’s Office Crack Down On “Ghost Cars,” (July 5, 2022),
https://www.nyc.gov/site/nypd/news/p00051/nypd-the-nyc-sheriff-s-office-crack-down-ghost-cars-if-you-use-fake
plate-we-will-tow-]  [42:  Id. ]  [43:  Jesse Coburn, Ghost tags: Inside New York City’s black market for temporary license plates — Part 3, New Jersey Monitor (2023), https://newjerseymonitor.com/2023/04/05/ghost-tags-inside-new-york-citys-black-market-for-temporary-license-plates-part-3/] 

The NYPD Auto Crimes Unit has expressed that identifying fraudulent license plates is often difficult. Authentic temporary license plates have different designs in each state, so determining if such a plate was acquired legally can require calls to DMVs, police departments, and car dealerships out of state.[footnoteRef:44] Furthermore, only 11 of 50 states are represented in a statewide database that the Sheriff's Office and NYPD officers use to help keep the city's roads safe, adding to the challenge for officers on patrol conducting investigative car stops to obtain routine registration information.[footnoteRef:45] [44:  Id. ]  [45:  Id. ] 

The NYPD Auto Crimes Unit has created a training manual for patrol officers on how to identify fake and obscured license plate. The manual provides guidance to patrol officers on the legal justifications for stopping and searching vehicles based on signs of criminal activity, such as exterior damage, obstructed plates, and expiration dates on temporary license plates.[footnoteRef:46] It also advises officers on how to identify fake plates by cross-checking registration papers, vehicle identification numbers (“VIN”), and insurance papers. Still, the manual does note that many paper plates are legitimate and advises officers to handle stops with care.[footnoteRef:47] Officers can seize the plate and vehicle, but arrests may only be made if there is reason to believe the driver knew their plate was fake. Moreover, the resulting misdemeanor charge may not lead to prosecution.[footnoteRef:48] [46:  NYC, NYPD, NYPD auto crimes unit training manual “how to spot fake license plates, available at  https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/21091521-license-plates-guide?responsive=1&title=1  ]  [47:  Id. ]  [48:  Id. ] 

Out-of-State Dealerships Proliferating New York Black Market
	In New York City, fraudulent temporary license plates from New Jersey, Georgia, and Texas are among the most prevalent.[footnoteRef:49] Some of the New Jersey businesses distributing paper plates are in fact operated by New Yorkers, but are registered in New Jersey since laws there make it simpler to get dealership licenses and print license plates, even with little or no other apparent economic activity.[footnoteRef:50] According to reports, 25 dealers in Georgia and New Jersey collectively issued 67,000 temporary license plates in 2022 while displaying few features of a normal retail car business.[footnoteRef:51] At least one-third of those 25 dealers appear to live in New York City, Westchester, or Long Island.[footnoteRef:52]  [49:  Jesse Coburn, Ghost tags: Inside New York City’s black market for temporary license plates — Part 3, New Jersey Monitor (2023), https://newjerseymonitor.com/2023/04/05/ghost-tags-inside-new-york-citys-black-market-for-temporary-license-plates-part-3/]  [50:  Id. ]  [51:  Id.]  [52:  Id.] 

	Temporary license plate laws vary in, different states.[footnoteRef:53] Before issuing temporary license plates to consumers, dealers in Connecticut, Pennsylvania, and New York must complete an extra application procedure.[footnoteRef:54] In Connecticut and Pennsylvania, a training course is required as part of the procedure, and in all three states, dealers may only provide temporary license plates to out-of-state buyers with permission from the licensing agency.[footnoteRef:55] Dealers in New Jersey and Georgia can start printing license plates as soon as they have their dealership licenses and can give them out to both citizens and non-residents of the state.[footnoteRef:56] In Georgia, there is no cap on the number of license plates that dealers may print, and they are able to do so from any computer.[footnoteRef:57] For example, in Georgia, an auto dealership that opened in 2022 issued more than 20,000 Georgia temporary license plates from June through December of that year, which was the most of any dealership in Georgia during that same time period.[footnoteRef:58] Yet, according to reports, that same dealership is locked during business hours and has few cars in its parking lot.[footnoteRef:59]  [53:  Jesse Coburn, “Inside the Black Market for Temporary License Plates,” The Streetsblogs Project, April 3, 2023; available at: https://www.streetsblogprojects.org/ghost-tags-part-1-the-dealers]  [54:  Id.]  [55:  Id.]  [56:  Id.]  [57:  Id.]  [58:  Id.]  [59:  Id.] 

Shootings and Traffic Accidents
Fraudulent license plates can also be used to avoid law enforcement detection, and have been linked to unsolved shootings and incident of traffic violence. The NYPD has expressed that it is difficult to make arrests in drive-by shootings as fraudulent license plates can reduce the value of video evidence.[footnoteRef:60] According the NYPD, in the first half of 2021, untagged vehicles were involved in nearly three dozen shootings, 60 incidents of shots being fired, and more than 550 crashes that injured 293 people.[footnoteRef:61]  [60:  The City, Bhat, S., Fake Paper License Plate Scourge Prompts NYPD Surveillance and Arrest Surge, availbale at https://www.thecity.nyc/transportation/2021/10/26/22747813/fake-paper-license-plate-nypd-surveillance-arrest]  [61:  Id. ] 

Fraudulent license plates also can impede investigations of reckless driving   An example of such tragedy occurred in August 2020, when Isaiah Benloss, a recent high school graduate, was riding in a Lyft in Flatbush, Brooklyn, when a driver ran a red light and slammed into the side of the vehicle.[footnoteRef:62] After sustaining a serious brain injury, Benloss passed away 15 months later.[footnoteRef:63] The driver of the automobile, which was temporarily registered in New Jersey, sped away and has still not been found by the NYPD.[footnoteRef:64] [62:  Jesse Coburn, Ghost tags: Inside New York City’s black market for temporary license plates — Part 3, New Jersey Monitor (2023), https://newjerseymonitor.com/2023/04/05/ghost-tags-inside-new-york-citys-black-market-for-temporary-license-plates-part-3/]  [63:  Id. ]  [64:  Id.] 












LEGISLATIVE ANALYSIS 
Int. No. 987-2023
	Int. No. 987 would make it unlawful to operate a motor vehicle with a fraudulent license plate, including a fraudulent temporary license plate, and would impose civil penalties of not less than $500 for a first violation and not less than $1,000 for subsequent violations. Int. No. 987 would also make it unlawful to operate a motor vehicle with an expired license plate, including an expired temporary license plate, and would set civil penalties for such violations, and impose civil penalties of not less than $300 for a first violation and not less than $500 for subsequent violations, with an opportunity to cure within 10 days. 
	Int. No. 987, if enacted, would take effect 45 days after it becomes law. 
Int. No. 988-2023
	Int. No. 988 would amend the existing prohibition against the sale or distribution of materials that conceal or obscure license plates to additionally make it unlawful to sell, offer to sell, or distribute a fraudulent license plate, including a fraudulent temporary license plate, and would set a civil penalty of not less than $1,000 for a first violation and  not less than $2,000 for subsequent violations.
	Int. No. 988, if enacted, would take effect 45 days after it becomes law. 
Int. No. 1011-2023
	Int. No. 1011 would require the City’s Human Resources Administration to develop flyers containing information about reduced fare programs administered by the city, including the criteria for eligibility, the nature of the discount provided by each such program, and the method for applying to each such program. Int. No. 1011 would also require police officers that patrol substations to carry these flyers and distribute them to each individual arrested or summoned for fare evasion in the subway system.
	Int. No. 1011, if enacted, would take effect 120 days after it becomes law. 































Int. No. 987
 
By Council Members Feliz, Brooks-Powers, Salamanca, Powers, Yeger, Menin, Schulman, Gennaro, Restler, Hanks, Kagan, Sanchez, Brannan, Dinowitz, Louis, Hudson, Narcisse, Rivera, Ung, Brewer, Abreu, Krishnan, Stevens, Won, Lee, Velázquez, Avilés, Ossé, Vernikov, Ariola and Borelli (in conjunction with the Brooklyn and Bronx Borough Presidents)
 
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to prohibiting the operation of a motor vehicle with fraudulent or expired license plates
 
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
 
Section 1. Chapter 1 of title 10 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 10-182.1 to read as follows:
§ 10-182.1 Unlawful operation of a motor vehicle with a fraudulent or expired license plate. a. It is unlawful for any person to operate a motor vehicle with a fraudulent license plate, including a fraudulent temporary license plate.
b. It is unlawful for any person to operate a motor vehicle with an expired license plate, including an expired temporary license plate.
c. Civil penalty. 1. Any person who violates subdivision a of this section shall be liable for a civil penalty of not less than $500 for the first violation and not less than $1,000 for each subsequent violation.
2. Any person who violates subdivision b of this section shall be liable for a civil penalty of not less than $300 for the first violation and not less than $500 for each subsequent violation, except that a person shall not be subject to such civil penalty if such person proves within 10 business days of the issuance of the notice of violation and prior to the commencement of an adjudication of such notice, that the violation has been cured.
§ 2. This local law takes effect 45 days after it becomes law.
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	Int. No. 988
 
By Council Members Feliz, Velázquez, Restler, Yeger, Menin, Schulman, Gennaro, Hanks, Kagan, Sanchez, Brannan, Dinowitz, Louis, Hudson, Narcisse, Rivera, Ung, Brewer, Abreu, Krishnan, Stevens, Riley, Won, Avilés, Lee, Ossé, Ariola and Borelli (in conjunction with the Bronx and Brooklyn  Borough Presidents)
 
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to prohibiting the sale or distribution of fraudulent license plates
 
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
 
Section 1. Section 10-182 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as added by local law number 22 for the year 2022, is amended to read as follows:
§ 10-182 Unlawful sale or distribution of materials that obscure license plates; unlawful sale or distribution of fraudulent license plates. a. It is unlawful for any person or entity to sell, offer for sale or distribute any artificial or synthetic material or substance for the purpose of application to the license plate of a motor vehicle that will, upon application to such license plate, conceal or obscure the number on such license plate or distort a recorded or photographic image of such license plate.
b. It is unlawful for any person or entity to sell, offer for sale or distribute a fraudulent license plate, including a fraudulent temporary license plate.
[b.] c. Authorized agents and employees of the police department, and of any other agency designated by the mayor, shall have the authority to enforce the provisions of subdivisions a and b of this section.
[c.] d. Civil penalty. 1. Any person who violates subdivision a of this section shall be liable for a civil penalty of not less than $300 for the first violation and not less than $500 for each subsequent violation, which may be recoverable in a proceeding before the office of administrative trials and hearings, pursuant to chapter 45-A of the charter.
2. Any person who violates subdivision b of this section shall be liable for a civil penalty of not less than  $1,000 for the first violation and not less than $2,000 for each subsequent violation, which may be recoverable in a proceeding before the office of administrative trials and hearings, pursuant to chapter 45-A of the charter.
§ 2. This local law takes effect 45 days after it becomes law.
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	Int. No. 1011
 
By Council Members Brooks-Powers, Louis, Farías, Brewer, Velázquez, Dinowitz, Barron, Richardson Jordan, Krishnan, Williams, Ung and Feliz
 
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to providing information on reduced fare programs to individuals arrested or summoned for fare evasion
 
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
 
Section 1. Chapter 1 of title 14 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended to add a new section 14-172.1 to read as follows:
§ 14-172.1 Providing reduced fare program information to individuals arrested or summoned for fare evasion. a. Definitions. As used in this section, the following terms have the following meanings:
Officer. The term “officer” means a sworn police officer of the department.
Reduced fare program. The term “reduced fare program” means any program established
to provide a discount for eligible individuals on designated city transit options, including subway and bus service.
                     Subway station. The term “subway station” means any New York city transit authority station.
b. The department of social services/human resources administration shall develop and
print flyers of a size no greater than three inches by five inches containing information regarding all reduced fare programs administered by the city, including:
1.                     The criteria for eligibility for each reduced fare program;
2.                     The nature of the discount provided by each reduced fare program; and
3.                     The method for applying for each reduced fare program.
c. Officers assigned to patrol any subway station must carry the flyers described in
subdivision b of this section while on their patrol. Such officers who make any arrests in a subway station under subdivision 3 of section 165.15 of the penal law, section 140.05 of the penal law, or section 140.10 of the penal law, or who issue summonses for fare evasion as defined in section 1050.4 of title 21 of the New York codes, rules and regulations shall distribute the flyers described in subdivision b of this section to each individual so arrested or summoned.
§ 2. This local law takes effect 120 days after it becomes law.
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