MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT

Title:

Resolution calling for the budget of the New York City Department for the Aging to be protected from budget reductions in fiscal year 2003 and in future fiscal years, and for there to be a baseline funding level in future fiscal years not lower than the total budget for fiscal year 2003.

Type of Legislation:


Resolution

Introduced by:


Council Member Diaz

Reason for Support:


The New York City Department for the Aging’s (DFTA) mission is “to work for the empowerment, independence, dignity and quality of life of New York City’s diverse older adults and for the support of their families through advocacy, education and the  coordination and delivery of services.” DFTA cannot completely fulfill its mission on a budget less than the amount for fiscal year 2003. 

Seventy percent of DFTA’s funds are from tax levy dollars, and there is no legal mandate for the senior services it provides. These factors, combined with the fact that the population of New York’s older adults is burgeoning, would make budgetary cuts to DFTA in any fiscal year unduly severe. 

