New York City Council 
Memorandum in Support of Legislation

This memorandum is authored by the sponsor and explains the need for the legislation referenced below, in accordance with Rule 6.00(d) of the Rules of the Council.

Introduction Number:
Int 0247-2026

Prime Sponsors:
Council Members Hudson, Brewer

Bill Title:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to establishing a universal benefits application for city benefits and codifying Access NYC, and to repeal section 3-119.3 of the administrative code of the city of New York, relating to a study on notification of public assistance eligibility

Submitted by:
Council Member Hudson

Justification:
Many low-income New Yorkers qualify for multiple city benefits - including but not limited to programs providing rental assistance, transit subsidies, and direct cash assistance. Currently, Access NYC - maintained by the Mayor’s Office for Economic Opportunity - provides New Yorkers with the ability to screen eligibility for more than 30 programs that provide direct benefits relating to child care, education, family services, food, healthcare, housing, employment, and more. Yet many of these programs require individualized applications that can be time consuming and difficult to complete for eligible participants. 

As such, this legislation requires the city to conduct a report on the feasibility of establishing a universal benefits application for city-operated benefit programs and would mandate the creation of such an application following the Department of Social Services’s assessment. Moreover, this bill would codify Access NYC to ensure it remains in operation in perpetuity under future administrations, require the addition of new and existing programs as they come into effect, and require additional public awareness of eligibility tools.   



