New York City Council
Memorandum in Support of Legislation
This memorandum is authored by the sponsor and explains the need for the legislation referenced below, in accordance with Rule 6.00(d) of the Rules of the Council.

Introduction Number:
Int. No. 

Prime Sponsors:
By Council Members P. Sanchez, Cabán, Nurse, Encarnación, Del La Rosa, Hudson, Gutiérrez and Farías
Bill Title:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to making the certification of no harassment pilot program permanent and adding criteria for inclusion of certain buildings in the program

Submitted by:
Council Member Pierina Ana Sanchez

Justification:
This bill would make the Certification of No Harassment (CONH) program permanent and expand its scope to identify potential harassment across an owner’s portfolio. After the program's initial pilot in 2018, CONH was expanded and extended in 2022. Based on a four-year analysis from the Department of Housing Preservation and Development (HPD) since the last extension, it is clear that CONH has successfully identified buildings where tenants were at risk of harassment and intervened appropriately. As HPD wrote in their report, “the investigatory process detailed above... revealed in over 15% of applications that tenant harassment had taken or was taking place, resulting in a denial of the requested CONH.” By making CONH a permanent fixture of HPD's enforcement strategy, the City can build on the success of the pilot program and prevent tenant harassment before it happens. 
