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THE COUNCIL

REPORT OF THE INFRASTRUCTURE DIVISION

MARY MASTROPAOLO, DIRECTOR

COMMITTEE ON PARKS, RECREATION, CULTURAL AFFAIRS AND

INTERNATIONAL INTERGROUP RELATIONS

Council Member Wendell Foster, Chairman

June 14, 2001

INT. NO. 839:
By: Council Members Provenzano, Espada and Golden; also Council Members Eisland, Marshall, Nelson, O’Donovan and Warden

TITLE:
In relation to a street name, Herb Rosenblatt Place, Borough of The Bronx.

INTENT:
This legislation would add, through the posting of an additional sign, the name “Herb Rosenblatt Place” on Waters Place between Eastchester Road and Westchester Avenue.

COMMENT:

The following biographical material was supplied by Special Olympics New York – Bronx (“Bronx Special Olympics”).


Herb Rosenblatt was born on September 10, 1948 in the Pelham Bay section of The Bronx, the oldest of three sons born to Hortense and David Rosenblatt.  Herb Rosenblatt attended local public schools and graduated from Long Island University in 1968.  A special education teacher who loved and played the game of basketball, Herb Rosenblatt was invited to attend the Special Olympics games that were being held in Cortland, New York as a chaperone in 1972.  This was the beginning of the commitment to the Special Olympics movement that he continued for the rest of his life.  Following through on his commitment to Special Olympics, Herb Rosenblatt’s class participated in the annual Area Games that were held on Randall’s Island.  


Serving over 20,000 children and adults with developmental disabilities in The Bronx, Bronx Special Olympics (formerly District 11 Special Olympics Committee) provides training and competition in a variety of sports including basketball, track and field and swimming.  Under Herb Rosenblatt’s leadership, the Bronx Special Olympics Area Committee organized a group of volunteers from schools and the business community known as Parents, Teachers and Friends of Special Olympics – Bronx Area.  This group met at St. Theresa’s Church during the evening in order to include a broad range of volunteers from throughout the community.


In January of 1976, with the cooperation of Professor Davis Roberts of City University’s Herbert H. Lehman College, the first after-school Bronx Special Olympics Training Club was started.  This Training Club was the first of two such clubs that became the linchpins of the Bronx Special Olympics program.  


Herb Rosenblatt held a number of positions within the state Special Olympics organizations.  With Special Olympics New York, he served on the Board of Directors for six years, as the First Vice-Chairman of the Board of Directors, Co-Chairman of the New York Special Olympics 25th Anniversary Committee, Vice-President of the Coordinating Council, Member of the Personnel Practices Committee and various other committees.  


Herb Rosenblatt passed away suddenly in 1991.


Bronx Community Board No. 11 supports this proposed street naming.  It is particularly appropriate since it is the location of the Bronx Developmental Center within which the offices of Bronx Special Olympics are housed.  
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