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          1  COMMITTEE ON CULTURAL AFFAIRS

          2                 CHAIRPERSON SERRANO: Thank you all

          3  for coming. My name is Council Member Jose Serrano.

          4  I chair the Committee on Cultural Affairs and

          5  Libraries, and we're here today to consider

          6  Resolution Number 14 by Council Member Clarke, which

          7  is a resolution honoring and commemorating the

          8  bicentennial anniversary of Haiti. And before I turn

          9  it over to the sponsor, I'd like to mention that the

         10  Committee has been joined by its members, David

         11  Weprin, to my right. To my right, also Yvette

         12  Clarke, the sponsor of the bill. To my left, Allan

         13  Jennings, as well as Eric Gioia.

         14                 At this time before we vote, I would

         15  like to turn it over to Yvette Clarke to say a few

         16  words on the Resolution.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you very

         18  much, Chairman Serrano. And to the members of the

         19  Committee, I want to thank you for hearing this very

         20  important resolution today, resolution Number 14 is

         21  a resolution honoring and commemorating the

         22  bicentennial anniversary of Haiti.

         23                 New York City is home to hundreds of

         24  thousands of Haitian immigrants, first, second,

         25  third generation Haitian Americans who have
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          2  contributed much to the growth and development of

          3  our City and the island nation from which they hail,

          4  the Island of Haiti, is this year commemorating its

          5  bicentennial. This nation, in the waters of the

          6  Caribbean was the first nation of African descent to

          7  successfully wage a war against its colonial,

          8  colonial masters to become the first free black

          9  nation in the Western Hemisphere. It has a noble

         10  history and tradition, and has contributed even to

         11  the expansion of the United States of America. It

         12  was many members and citizens of the island nation

         13  of Haiti, that came to the US to fight the war that

         14  eventually had the United States expand into its

         15  Louisiana territory, the largest expansion of the

         16  United States of America, which is what has truly

         17  made this the United States of America, all done

         18  with the support of Haitian nationals. So, we would

         19  not be the nation we are today were it not for the

         20  noble contributions of many of the people of the

         21  nation of Haiti.

         22                 So, today, Mr. Chair, I ask humbly

         23  that this Committee give its utmost consideration

         24  and support to the passage of this resolution which

         25  honors in the City of New York and commemorates the
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          2  bicentennial anniversary of the Island nation of

          3  Haiti.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON SERRANO: Thank you,

          5  Council Member Clarke.

          6                 I do agree that this is a very worthy

          7  resolution, and before I call the vote, I would like

          8  to thank the staff of the Committee for their hard

          9  work, Laura Gonzalez, and I'd like to mention that

         10  Laura, unfortunately for me and for this Council, is

         11  leaving, onto bigger things, and I just want to

         12  mention that we all appreciate your work. We

         13  consider the work that you've done to be outstanding

         14  and you will be missed.

         15                 I would also like to thank Rick

         16  Arbello, Regina Poreda and Maria Alvarado.

         17                 At this point I would like to call to

         18  vote Resolution Number 14.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON SERRANO: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of four in

          4  the affirmative, zero in the negative and no

          5  abstentions, the item is adopted.

          6                 Council Members, please sign the

          7  Committee report. Thank you.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON SERRANO: I would like to

          9  leave the vote open for additional members who would

         10  like to vote.

         11                 I know there's a lot of members who

         12  are floating around. It's a very busy day. At this

         13  point I'd like to thank everyone for coming, and

         14  this hearing is adjourned.

         15                 (Hearing concluded at 1:55 p.m.)
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          1

          2              CERTIFICATION

          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 22nd day of June 2004.

         20

         21

         22

         23

         24

                                   ---------------------

         25                          CINDY MILLELOT, CSR.
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