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          1  COMMITTEE ON HOUSING AND BUILDINGS

          2                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO: Good

          3  afternoon.  My name is Madeline Provenzano, and I

          4  chair the Committee on Housing and Buildings.

          5                 On behalf of the Committee, I want to

          6  thank all of you for attending today's hearing on

          7  Intro. Number 581, in relation to the Electrical

          8  Code.  The Committee is conducting its first hearing

          9  on the bill, thereby continuing the process that was

         10  legally instituted in 2001.

         11                 In late 2001, the Council passed

         12  legislation enacted as Local Law 64.  That law set

         13  in motion a procedure whereby the City could

         14  implement a new Electrical Code based on a model

         15  code known as NFPA 70, National Electrical Code.  In

         16  accordance with Local Law 64, and subsequently, in

         17  accordance with Local Law 41 enacted in 2002, the

         18  City adopted the 1999 version of the National

         19  Electrical Code, along with amendments to meet the

         20  needs of New York City.

         21                 The National Electrical Code with

         22  amendments now constitutes the New York City

         23  Electrical Code and helps to ensure that any

         24  building, and or rebuilding efforts in the City,

         25  benefit from these updated technical standards.
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          2                 Prior to the passage of Local Law 64

          3  of 2001, the Department of Buildings convened two

          4  working panels to periodically review the NEC, and

          5  to propose local amendments there, too.  The two

          6  panels are known as the Electrical Code Advisory

          7  Panel (ECAC), and the Electrical Code Revision and

          8  Interpretation Committee (ECRIC).  The panels have

          9  produced the amendments to the 1999 version of the

         10  code which is now the law, and have recommended

         11  amendments to the 2002 addition of the NEC.

         12                 Intro. Number 581 contains the latest

         13  amendments resulting from the efforts of these two

         14  aforementioned panels. Passage of Intro. Number 581

         15  will result in the adoption of the 2002 edition of

         16  the National Electrical Code, and these amendments.In

         17  the future, whenever the NEC publishes a new

         18  edition, usually once every three years, the City

         19  will review the NEC to develop amendments so that

         20  our Electrical Code will still be based on what are

         21  the recognized industry standards.

         22                 We once again welcome our

         23  Commissioner from the Department of Buildings,

         24  Patricia Lancaster, and I will let you introduce

         25  whatever folks will be joining you.
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          2                 COMMISSIONER LANCASTER:  I sure will.

          3                 Good afternoon, Chairperson

          4  Provenzano, and members of the Committee on Housing

          5  and Buildings.

          6                 My name, as Madeline said, is

          7  Patricia Lancaster, and I am the Commissioner of the

          8  City's Department of Buildings. I am joined today on

          9  my right by Marzio Penzi, Assistant Commissioner of

         10  the Bureau of Electrical Control and the New York

         11  City Model Code Program, and on my left, by Stephen

         12  Kramer the Department's Chief of Staff.

         13                 Thank you for this opportunity to

         14  testify today in support of Intro. 581 relating to

         15  the Electrical Code.  Let me begin by stating that

         16  the bill before you is one more component of the

         17  Department's long-term plan to promote the City's

         18  economic development, heighten public safety, and

         19  modernize regulation of the various aspects of

         20  construction industry.

         21                 Few areas are as fundamental to both

         22  the City's physical integrity and the public's

         23  safety as the regulation of electricity.  Intro. 581

         24  enables the City to continue the advancements made

         25  through the passage of Local Law 41 of 2002, while
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          2  promoting higher standards for the licensing and

          3  training of New York City's electricians.

          4                 First, I would like to provide some

          5  historical background.  The New York City Electrical

          6  Code was the first set of codified electrical

          7  standards in the United States.  Adopted in 1915,

          8  the then modern and forward thinking electrical

          9  code, provided a safe and uniform means of

         10  harnessing this important source of energy, and

         11  helped spur the growth innovation that the City of

         12  New York experienced for the rest of the century.

         13                 However, at the twentieth century

         14  drew to a close, the necessity for change became

         15  increasingly apparent.  The existing electrical code

         16  had become increasingly unwieldy, difficult to

         17  implement, and outdated.  Substantial changes and

         18  improvements in electrical technology had occurred,

         19  but for nearly thirty years, the Code had not

         20  undergone any major modifications. Both its format

         21  and its substance needed substantial revision. Thus,

         22  it no longer served the interests of the public the

         23  regulated industries, or even the Department.

         24                 Recognizing the importance of a solid

         25  foundation for continued growth and economic
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          2  development, the Department, in coordination with

          3  various sectors of the electrical and real estate

          4  communities, submitted, and the City Council passed,

          5  Local Law 64 of 2001.  Local Law 64 addressed the

          6  shortcomings of the old electrical code by replacing

          7  the City's electrical standards with the 1999

          8  National Electrical Code, also known as the "NEC."

          9                 Local Law 41 of 2002, which followed

         10  this legislation, amended the 1999 NEC to meet the

         11  specific needs of the high- density urban

         12  environment of New York City.  Together, these bills

         13  began the process of bringing New York City's

         14  electrical regulation into the present without

         15  compromising the City's singularities.

         16                 Although both of these pieces of

         17  legislation are significant in their own right, they

         18  also serve an important role in securing this City's

         19  future.  Local Law 64 requires a mandatory periodic

         20  revision of the Code's technical provisions, thereby

         21  ensuring that the Code will always be up- to- date

         22  and reflective of the latest standards.  As a

         23  result, beginning this year, and continuing every

         24  third year hereafter, the Department is required to

         25  submit to the City Council proposed amendments to
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          2  the Code based upon the latest edition of the NEC.

          3  Intro. 581 is the first of these periodic updates,

          4  thus "completing the circuit."

          5                 After Local Law 64 passed, the

          6  Department established two working Committees to

          7  periodically review the NEC, and to propose

          8  appropriate local amendments.  The Electrical Code

          9  Revision and Interpretation Committee, as Chairwomen

         10  Provenzano has said, has a technical focus, while

         11  the Electrical Code Advisory Committee is

         12  responsible for reviewing the administrative aspects

         13  of the Code, and approving the technical standards

         14  proposed by the other committee.

         15                 Reflective of this Administration's

         16  approach to developing legislation, these Committees

         17  were designed to be as inclusive and as transparent

         18  as possible, involving representatives from all

         19  sectors of the electrical industry, including labor,

         20  real estate interests, the design community,

         21  manufacturers, as well as the involved City

         22  agencies.  Every effort has been made to ensure that

         23  input is received from all stakeholders.

         24                 Immediately after the Department

         25  proposed Local Law 41 last October, the Committees
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          2  started meeting in order to review the 2002 NEC.

          3  The amendments resulting from their review form the

          4  basis of Intro. 581.  My staff and I have reviewed

          5  them, and approved them.  I am proud to say that

          6  these amendments constitute a consensus document and

          7  modify the 2002 NEC to recognize the unique

          8  characteristics of New York City.

          9                 The proposed legislation would amend

         10  the administrative code to adopt amendments to the

         11  2002 edition of NEC. The amendments further adapt

         12  the national standards to the special requirements

         13  of building and construction in the City of New

         14  York. Together, the 2002 NEC with the local

         15  amendments will compromise the electrical code, will

         16  comprise the electrical code of the City of New

         17  York, and will apply to work performed on and after

         18  January 1st, 2004.

         19                 The 2002 NEC, which will be

         20  incorporated into the Administrative Code by means

         21  of this legislation, recognizes important and

         22  ongoing advances in technology and materials of the

         23  past several years, while substantially reducing the

         24  number of local amendments.

         25                 In addition, this legislation will
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          2  accomplish the following:  It will create a

          3  continuing education requirement for licensed

          4  electricians as a prerequisite to license renewal.

          5  Under the current law, an electrician does not need

          6  to take any further professional training once he or

          7  she is licensed.  In other words, a licensee never

          8  has to demonstrate an understanding of any of the

          9  ongoing technological advancements currently

         10  sweeping the electrical industry.  In contrast,

         11  other related professions, such as plumbers and fire

         12  suppression piping contractors, and electricians in

         13  several surrounding jurisdictions, including New

         14  Jersey, are required to demonstrate a continued

         15  proficiency in their fields.  This continued

         16  proficiency will become increasingly important over

         17  time as the technological changes embodied in future

         18  versions of the NEC and local amendments become more

         19  and more substantial.  Intro. 581 for licensed

         20  electricians as a prerequisite to license renewal.

         21  This will help ensure the highest level of

         22  competency and professionalism while addressing the

         23  continued need to keep current, so to speak, with

         24  the cyclically changing Electrical Code standards.

         25                 The second thing is, it will increase
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          2  the, this legislation will increase the minimum

          3  number of hours of supervised work experience for a

          4  qualified electrician from 7,500 to 10,000. This

          5  will help ensure that the applicants will have

          6  sufficient quantity of experience to justify

          7  licensure.

          8                 This legislation will also limit the

          9  amount of experience gained outside of the United

         10  States to 25 percent of the total qualifying

         11  experience.  Currently, half of the practical

         12  experience that one needs before obtaining a license

         13  can be obtained outside of the United States.

         14  Unfortunately, electrical standards outside of the

         15  U. S. Vary dramatically, and often not for the

         16  better.  Moreover, experience obtained in some

         17  countries is next to impossible for the Department

         18  to verify.  The net result is that the Department

         19  may be forced to license individuals whose training

         20  may have been substandard and impossible to confirm.

         21  Intro. 581 limits the amount of qualifying

         22  experience that can be obtained outside of the

         23  United States to twenty five percent, thereby,

         24  ensuring that a solid majority of an applicant's

         25  work experience can be confirmed and involves
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          2  material and equipment used in the United States.

          3                 This legislation will also establish

          4  a 12- month limitation of the lifespan of an

          5  electrical permit. This measure will help address

          6  electrical work completed within a year but never

          7  scheduled for inspection and permits that are no

          8  longer viable due to the work never having been

          9  performed.

         10                 In summary, passage of this bill will

         11  continue the modernization process begun with Local

         12  Laws 64 of 2001 and 41 of 2002.  It will better

         13  enable New York City to accommodate continuing

         14  technological advancements.  By requiring that our

         15  electricians be as qualified as possible, and remain

         16  so, it will also help licensed electrical

         17  professionals meet the challenges that these changes

         18  will bring.  This process will not only continue to

         19  promote safety and greatly assist the City's current

         20  rebuilding efforts, but will also help to ensure

         21  that the City's future growth is secured and

         22  enhanced by use of the best technology available

         23  worldwide.

         24                 Over the past few years, many,

         25  including the Department of Buildings, have taken
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          2  important and necessary steps towards helping in

          3  this City's reconstruction, and continued growth.

          4  Although the updated Electrical Code is just a small

          5  part of these ongoing efforts, it is nevertheless,

          6  important in establishing the foundation upon which

          7  the City's future will be built.  More than just

          8  another piece of legislation, this code is

          9  representative of a partnership that has developed

         10  between the public and private sectors, and the

         11  public good that will necessarily result from such

         12  efforts.

         13                 Once again, I thank you for the time,

         14  and I would also like to thank the members of the

         15  industry for their contributions and participation

         16  over time.  Now I would be glad to answer any

         17  questions, if you have them.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO:  Thank you,

         19  Commissioner. I would also like to repeat, once

         20  again, that I think the whole process, although you

         21  were not in on the very beginning of the process,

         22  and I probably came in in the middle, and during my

         23  first four years I was on the Housing Committee, I

         24  think the whole process was a model for what can be

         25  done in this City, and I think that is what we are
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          2  following as we are doing the Building Code. I think

          3  you are, sort of, emulating the process that was,

          4  that created the Electrical Code, and again, I

          5  congratulate your agency and you.

          6                 COMMISSIONER LANCASTER:  Thank you.

          7  We do want to be inclusionary in all of our efforts.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO:  Let me

          9  introduce the Council members that are here.  To my

         10  left, Council member Tony Avella, Council member Lew

         11  Fidler.  To my right, Council member Jimmy Oddo,

         12  Council member Robert Jackson.  I thought there was

         13  somebody else.  No, okay.

         14                 Council member Oddo, you have a

         15  question?

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO:  Thank you,

         17  Madam Chair.

         18                 Good afternoon Commissioner.

         19                 I just have one item I just want to

         20  ask some, get some more details, and that has to do

         21  with the continuing education requirement.  I am a

         22  licensed attorney in New York State, I do not

         23  practice, but I, to keep in good standing, I take

         24  Continuing Legal Education (CLE) requirements, and I

         25  speak for myself, and I am sure I do not speak for
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          2  all attorneys, some may find it quite helpful but,

          3  to me it has been more about, frankly, making money

          4  than anything else.

          5                 When you are a criminal attorney, and

          6  you can satisfy your CLE requirements by taking 24

          7  credits of real estate, I do not see how it achieves

          8  the ultimate goal.  My experience with CLE is that

          9  Judge Kaye's intentions were good but the practical

         10  impact, in some circles, is nil.

         11                 I just want to ask, who will licensed

         12  electricians go to to receive this, these updates?

         13  How much will they pay?  I mean, what will be the

         14  structure of the continuing education program?

         15                 COMMISSIONER LANCASTER:  Marzio would

         16  you like to take it?

         17                 ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER PENZI:  I

         18  would like to.

         19                 To answer your question, as a result

         20  of the changes that we have been going through over

         21  the last few years, in recognizing the '99 NEC,

         22  there has been a development of a teaching

         23  infrastructure, not only within this jurisdiction

         24  but throughout the area.  There is --

         25                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO:  Excuse,
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          2  Marzio, just introduce yourself.

          3                 ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER PENZI:  Marzio

          4  Penzi, Assistant Commissioner of the Department of

          5  Buildings.

          6                 That infrastructure is both, is

          7  national in some cases, where we actually have

          8  national recognized NEC experts come in and lecture

          9  on the NEC, and on our amendments, and we also have

         10  recognized teaching institutions, including NYU,

         11  that has courses on the Electrical Code and its

         12  modifications and amendments.

         13                 So, there has been a rapid growth of

         14  infrastructure development that we have never had

         15  before, so that would be -- now, in the bill it

         16  requires for the Department or the Commissioner to

         17  recognize those teaching facilities or

         18  infrastructures and the curriculums, and there will

         19  be standards set through rule making that will

         20  identify what courses to go to.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO:  Are these going

         22  to be actual, live lectures, or are you going to

         23  have tapes?  We can have, essentially we have audio

         24  tapes and video tapes where you as an attorney can

         25  sit down and pop in a tape and watch this thing for
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          2  three hours or 10 hours, and get a certain amount of

          3  credits, or you can actually go to live lectures.

          4  Some are free, some are very expensive; how is the

          5  structure, is the structure laid out for this?

          6                 ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER PENZIO: The

          7  structure right now is not that detailed, we have to

          8  do it by rule, but we would consider both as viable

          9  options.  Right now everything is live.  The

         10  teaching that is done now is all by lecture or by

         11  individuals.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO:  Okay.  All

         13  right.

         14                 And again, believe me, I think it is

         15  a great concept, I just that that, speaking again,

         16  personally and legally, when you can throw a tape in

         17  and vacuum and clean your apartment, and sort of

         18  listen in, or not even listen in, I mean, there is a

         19  way where you do not even, you sign an affidavit if

         20  you want, and I do not know the practical impact,

         21  and how much people are being updated on the law, I

         22  just, my concern is that, I think CLE in the legal

         23  sphere, has not really achieved its goal.  I want to

         24  make sure that, I think the stakes may be even a

         25  little higher here with electricians, I just want to
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          2  make sure we do it the right way.

          3                 Thank you.

          4                 COMMISSIONER LANCASTER:  Yes, I

          5  think, I also have to do continuing ed. as an

          6  architect, and it's less than useful in many cases.

          7                 I think the danger -- I mean, the

          8  difference here might be, and that is what the

          9  Department will try to approve curriculums which

         10  uphold, that it is more technical in nature, so

         11  that, as the industry is getting more involved in

         12  code making in general because the national

         13  committees now are updating the code, and this whole

         14  thing of the three year cycle, it did not mention it

         15  in my testimony, but, it is really going to help the

         16  Department a lot. We never, we have not updated the

         17  Code for 30 years, and now, every three years, we

         18  will have people in the Department participating on

         19  the different sub- panels, they call them, on

         20  different aspects of the code, and then bringing

         21  that back into the Department.  So, I think if we

         22  couple that technical knowledge with the code

         23  reform, that is going on continuously really, that

         24  might help help it.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO:  Thank you.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO:  Do we have

          3  any other questions?  Well, didn't we have Leroy

          4  here somewhere?

          5                 COMMISSIONER LANCASTER: He was here,

          6  yes.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO:  Okay, we

          8  lost him.  Council member Jackson.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON:  Thank you,

         10  Commissioner.

         11                 I think this is a follow-up from the

         12  previous hearings that we had on this particular

         13  matter, and I also was impressed with the amount of

         14  work that all of the parties have put into it.  Let

         15  me play devils advocate for a second.  Who is

         16  opposed to this, if anyone?  Has anyone expressed

         17  opposition to any aspects of what you are doing,

         18  with respects to moving forward with this bill which

         19  would be signed into law by Mayor Bloomberg?

         20                 COMMISSIONER LANCASTER:  Is there

         21  anyone out there? We have done this as similar to

         22  they way that we are working on the International

         23  Building Code, which is that we try to get all of

         24  the interest on the table during the process, in the

         25  beginning of the process, so that what you see
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          2  before you is actually a negotiated settlement of

          3  kinds, of sorts.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON:  Ummm,

          5  hummmm.

          6                 COMMISSIONER LANCASTER:  To where

          7  there is something in it for everyone, and

          8  everyone's left something on the table, so, I do not

          9  believe, we hope, we believe, that there is not

         10  opposition to the bill at all now.  That is because

         11  we have had the opposition, we have been working

         12  with everyone who has objections, or concerns, fair

         13  or unfair, whatever, during the entire process. We

         14  hope to do that with the Uniform Building Code, as

         15  well.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON:  And the

         17  point that Jim Oddo raised, would it be within the

         18  Department of Buildings or the Electrical Society,

         19  Engineer Society, to put together the curriculum for

         20  continuing education?  Whose responsibility would

         21  that fall under?

         22                 COMMISSIONER LANCASTER:  Well, right

         23  now the way we envision it is the way that many

         24  other jurisdictions have set it up, whereby we do

         25  not really be in the teaching and lecturing
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          2  business, right, but what we would want to do is

          3  have approval over the curriculums, so the way it

          4  works for this and other, like the site safety

          5  manager courses, training, for example, excuse me,

          6  is that the entity submits their curriculum and

          7  their teaching staff, and their, anything that could

          8  lean to their credibility, and we approve that if

          9  we--.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON:  The

         11  Department of Buildings, you mean?

         12                 COMMISSIONER LANCASTER:  Yes,

         13  Marzio's staff.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON:  So, in

         15  essence, I am just trying to flush that out in my

         16  mind, with respects to, you would leave it to the

         17  various industry, in order to come up with different

         18  curricula, with respects to the continuing education

         19  for--.

         20                 COMMISSIONER LANCASTER:  Well, or NYU

         21  for example.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON:  Say that

         23  again.

         24                 COMMISSIONER LANCASTER:  Or, New York

         25  University, for example.  Any of the teaching
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          2  entities, and what we want to do is, we want to know

          3  the universe of what is being taught out there for

          4  continuing ed., in case there are any holes.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON:  Right.

          6                 COMMISSIONER LANCASTER:  And we also

          7  want to know that there aren't people teaching

          8  things that are in opposition to each other, and

          9  that there is some sort of level playing field, and

         10  good knowledge being imparted.  So that we would

         11  then track all of the service providers, the

         12  instructional providers, and their instructors, and

         13  their subject matter, and then hope to get the whole

         14  universe in place in a well considered way.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON:  And, right

         16  now, electricians are licensed by whom?

         17                 COMMISSIONER LANCASTER:  We license

         18  them.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON:  The

         20  Department of Building, New York City.

         21                 COMMISSIONER LANCASTER:  Yes.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON:  So, it is

         23  not a state licensing situation, it is a New York

         24  City license?

         25                 COMMISSIONER LANCASTER:  No, it is
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          2  not like architects and engineers.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON:  Okay.  Well,

          4  thank you, thank you.

          5                 COMMISSIONER LANCASTER:  Thank you.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON:  Thank you,

          7  Madam Chair.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO:  Thank you

          9  very much, do we have any other questions?  We have

         10  been joined by Council member Leroy Comrie.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE:  My lateness,

         12  I was downstairs getting my flu shot.  I did not

         13  realize you had to wait 15 minutes.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO:  Oh okay, I

         15  thought that was your late note.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE:  This is my

         17  late notice, yes.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO:  Do I have to

         19  sign it?

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE:  No, no.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO:  Looks like

         22  that is it.

         23                 COMMISSIONER LANCASTER:  Thank you,

         24  Chairwoman, we appreciate it.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO:  Thank you
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          2  very much.

          3                 Before we hear from Mr. D'Angelo,

          4  there is one little matter I would like to do, if

          5  you do not mind.

          6                 We have something we have to vote on,

          7  and we need a quorum, and I happen to have a quorum

          8  here, at this moment, and that may not, may only

          9  last four minutes, so I would like to vote on this.

         10                 Let me read this and then I will

         11  explain.  Okay, the Committee will be voting, will

         12  be conducting two votes.  The first vote is upon a

         13  motion to receive and file the Mayor's message,

         14  M-769, vetoing Intro. Number 575, dated November

         15  6th, 2003.  A yes vote will only mean that the

         16  message is accepted into the record, and does not

         17  mean that the Council is in agreement with it's

         18  contents, that is the first.

         19                 The second vote is on Intro. 575, and

         20  is a vote on whether Intro. Number 575 be re-passed,

         21  notwithstanding the objections of the Mayor. Shall

         22  Intro. Number 5, be re-passed, blah, blah, blah,

         23  okay, so those are the two things.

         24                 You may remember, or should remember,

         25  Lew, what we are going to be voting on is the
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          2  third-party transfer business that one vacant lot

          3  the Mayor has vetoed that there were three of them

          4  at the time that we disproved, two of them were

          5  church properties, one was a vacant lot.  The one

          6  the Mayor is vetoing is the vacant lot, so what we

          7  are doing is first, accepting the Mayor's veto, that

          8  would be our first vote, and secondly, re-voting or

          9  re-passing 575, so that it can again go before the

         10  Council and be passed once more,  okay? But we need

         11  the guy that does the, oh, you can do it, oh okay.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER:  May I ask a

         13  question, Madam Chairman?

         14                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO:  Sure.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER:  At the time

         16  that we passed Intro. 575 in Committee, did we have

         17  an understanding with HPD, the they, sort of, reach

         18  a compromise with us, and indicate that they would

         19   --

         20                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO:  We thought

         21  that they did, and they said that they did,

         22  apparently they were rebuffed, somewhat, by the

         23  Mayor's folks for having made that decision.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER:  I see.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO:  Okay, we
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          2  will take the vote, I think he is back there.

          3  Ready.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Provenzano.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO:  Yes.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Avella.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA:  Yes.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Brewer.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO:  This is to

         10  accept the veto, this is to accept the Mayor's --

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER:  Yes.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK:  COMRIE.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE:  Yes.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Fidler.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER:  Yes.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Jackson.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON:  Yes.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Oddo.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO:  Yes.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK:  By a vote of six in

         21  the affirmative, 0 in the negative, and no

         22  abstentions, the "M" filed.

         23                 Override Intro 575.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Provenzano.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO:  Yes.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Avella.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA:  Yes.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Comrie.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE:  Yes.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Fidler.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER:  Madam

          8  Chairman, Chairwoman, may I be briefly excused to

          9  explain my vote?

         10                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO:  Sure.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER:  I was not all

         12  that thrilled with Intro. 575, to begin with,

         13  although I think it fell into the category of maybe

         14  we should give this property owner a break.  But I

         15  certainly think that having had the representative

         16  of HPD present at our Committee meeting, and having

         17  reached the accord that we reached, that the

         18  Administration ought to allow it's agencies to have

         19  the final word, when they give their word, and so, I

         20  find that this veto by the Mayor, to be contrary to

         21  the word that was given to us by HPD, that was

         22  entered into in good faith with this Committee, and

         23  for that reason and that reason alone, I vote aye on

         24  overriding the veto.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO:  Well said.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Jackson.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON:  Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Oddo.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO:  My I be

          6  temporarily excused to explain my vote?

          7                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO:  Yes.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO:  I would like

          9  the record to reflect that I would like to associate

         10  myself with the remarks of my colleague, Council

         11  member Fidler.  I am not officially associating

         12  myself with the remarks of Council member Fidler but

         13  I would like to.  I cannot, but I would really like

         14  to.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER:  Why can't

         16  you?

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO:  I vote yes.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO:  Okay.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK:  By a vote of 6 in the

         20  affirmative, 0 in the negative, and no abstentions,

         21  Intro. 575 is re-adopted.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO:  Thank you

         23  all.  Now we will hear from Joe D'Angelo.  Now we

         24  are back to the electrical code.

         25                 MR. D'ANGELO:  Good afternoon, and
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          2  thank you, Madam Chairwomen for the opportunity to

          3  address the members of the Housing and Building

          4  Committee.

          5                 Before I read my prepared remarks, I

          6  would just like to make a comment on something that

          7  was said earlier.  I have been here through this

          8  whole process from the start when we began in 1988,

          9  and I am pleased to still be here, hopefully, when

         10  we put this all together, and this passes the

         11  Council and gets signed into law, and then to go on

         12  from there.

         13                 My name is Joseph D'Angelo, and I am

         14  the Executive Secretary of New York Electrical

         15  Contractors Association.  The members of my

         16  Association employ 10,000 electrical workers who do

         17  the majority of electrical installations in New

         18  York.

         19                 I am here to speak in support of

         20  Intro. 581, I had the wrong number, you will excuse

         21  that, and urge your approval.  By passing Intro. 581

         22  you will be concluding a process, and achieving a

         23  goal that started many, many years ago.  That being

         24  to assure New York City the most current and modern

         25  Electrical Code possible.  We will have the 2002
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          2  National Electrical Code supplemented by specific

          3  provisions to accommodate the uniqueness of New York

          4  City. We will also have a process to update the Code

          5  every three years when the National Code is updated.

          6    However, we will always have the ability to

          7  provide the more stringent requirements necessary

          8  for New York City.

          9                 As a member of the Electrical Code

         10  Advisory Committee, I can assure you that every

         11  aspect, every part of the Electrical Industry was

         12  and has been involved in bringing us to where we are

         13  today.  Each member of the Committee took their

         14  responsibility seriously and dedicated themselves to

         15  conclude this process.  You now have the opportunity

         16  to pass these efforts into law.  I must thank

         17  Commissioner Lancaster, and her staff, particularly,

         18  Assistant Commissioner Penzi, and the Bureau of

         19  Electrical Control, for their dedication and

         20  leadership.  Thank you.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO:  Thank you,

         22  Joe.  Do we have any questions?  None at all.

         23                 MR. D'ANGELO:  Thank you

         24                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO:  Okay, I

         25  think this is the shortest meeting this Committee
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          2  has had, wow.  You know Bob, we

          3  are usually sitting here at 5 o'clock, you and I

          4  alone, okay. Intro. 581 will be laid over.  Thank

          5  you all very much.

          6                 (Meeting adjourned at 1:40 p.m.)
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