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THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK
[bookmark: _GoBack]RESOLUTION NO. 542

Resolution approving with modifications the decision of the City Planning Commission on Application No. N 230227 ZRR, for an amendment of the text of the Zoning Resolution (L.U. No. 102).

By Council Members Salamanca and Riley

	WHEREAS, The Department of City Planning filed an application, pursuant to Section 201 of the New York City Charter, for an amendment of the Zoning Resolution of the City of New York, modifying authorization provisions of Article X, Chapter 7 (Special South Richmond Development District) in the Borough of Staten Island, Community District 3. (ULURP No. N 230227 ZRR), (the “Application”);

WHEREAS, the City Planning Commission filed with the Council on June 20, 2024, its decision dated June 12, 2024 (the "Decision") on the Application;

WHEREAS, the application is related to applications C 230225 RSR (L.U. No. 101), a special permit for bulk modifications; C 230228 MLR (L.U. No. 103), a proposed landfill action; and C 230231 MMR (L.U. No. 104), a city map amendment; 

WHEREAS, the Decision is subject to review and action by the Council pursuant to Section 197-d of the City Charter;

WHEREAS, upon due notice, the Council held a public hearing on the Decision and Application on June 26, 2024;

WHEREAS, the Council has considered the land use implications and other policy issues relating to the Decision and Application; and

WHEREAS, the Council has considered the relevant environmental issues, including the Positive Declaration issued November 14, 2022 (CEQR No. 23DCP056R) and a Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) for which a Notice of Completion was issued on May 31, 2024, in which the proposed project as analyzed in the FEIS identified significant adverse impacts with respect to historical and cultural resources, natural resources, and noise (nighttime operations). The identified significant adverse impacts and proposed mitigation measures under the proposed actions are summarized in Chapter 15, “Mitigation.” To ensure the implementation of the mitigation measures identified in the FEIS, the mitigation measures are included in a restrictive declaration.

RESOLVED:
Having considered the FEIS with respect to the Decision and Application, the Council finds that: 
1. The FEIS meets the requirements of 6 N.Y.C.R.R. Part 617;  
2. The environmental impacts disclosed in the FEIS were evaluated in relation to the social, economic, and other considerations associated with the actions that are set forth in this report; and
3. Consistent with social, economic, and other essential considerations from among the reasonable alternatives available, the action is one which avoids or minimizes adverse environmental impacts to the maximum extent practicable; and
4. The adverse environmental impacts related to Historic and Cultural Resources and Noise identified in the FEIS will be minimized or avoided to the maximum extent practicable by incorporating as conditions to the approval, pursuant to the restrictive declaration attached to this report, those project components related to the environment and mitigation measures that were identified as practicable.

The Decision, together with the FEIS, issued May 31, 2024, constitute the written statement of facts, and of social, economic and other factors and standards that form the basis of this determination, pursuant to 6 N.Y.C.R.R. §617.11(d). 

Pursuant to Sections 197-d and 200 of the City Charter and on the basis of the Decision, Application, the environmental determination, considerations described in the City Planning Commission report, C 230225 RSR, incorporated by reference herein, and the record before the Council, the Council approves the Decision of the City Planning Commission, with the following modifications:

Matter underlined is new, to be added; 
Matter struck out is to be deleted;
Matter double struck out is old, deleted by the City Council;
Matter double-underlined is new, added by the City Council
Matter within # # is defined in Section 12-10;
*  *  * indicates where unchanged text appears in the Zoning Resolution.

ARTICLE X
SPECIAL PURPOSE DISTRICTS


CHAPTER 7
Special South Richmond Development District


107-00
GENERAL PURPOSES

The “Special South Richmond Development District” established in this Resolution is designed to promote and protect public health, safety, general welfare and amenity. These general goals include, among others, the following purposes:

(a)	to guide future development in accordance with the Land Use Plan for South Richmond and the Capital Improvement Plan for the Special District area;

(b)	to promote balanced land use and development of future land uses and housing in the Special District area, including private and public improvements such as schools, transportation, water, sewers, drainage, utilities, open space and recreational facilities, on a schedule consistent with the City's Capital Improvement Plan and thereby provide public services and facilities in the most efficient and economic manner, and to ensure the availability of essential public services and facilities for new development within the area;

(c)	to avoid destruction of irreplaceable natural and recreational resources such as lakes, ponds, watercourses, beaches and natural vegetation and to maintain the natural ecological balance of the area with minimum disruption of natural topography, trees, lakes and other natural features; and

(d)	to promote water-dependent uses that provide a substantial environmental benefit; and

(e)	to promote the most desirable use of land in the South Richmond area and thus to conserve the value of land and buildings and thereby protect the City’s tax revenues.

*	*	*

107-60
AUTHORIZATIONS

*	*	*

107-65
Authorization for Modifications of Natural Features

For any #development#, #enlargement#, or #site alteration# on #plan review sites# or within #designated open space#, the City Planning Commission may authorize modifications of the natural topography existing on November 2, 2023, beyond the amount specified in Section 107- 31 (General Regulations for Natural Features), inclusive, or modification of tree regulations pursuant to Sections 107-312 (Regulations within plan review sites), in accordance with the provisions of either paragraph (a) or (b) of this Section.

(a)	For all #zoning lots#, the The Commission may authorize modifications to natural features, provided that the Commission finds that:

(a)(1)	the modifications are the minimum necessary to facilitate the project;

(b)(2)	such modification of topography is necessary to accommodate any public amenities, as applicable, such as public pedestrian ways, the #waterfront esplanade# or active recreational facilities within a #designated open space# as required under the provisions of this Chapter;

(c)(3)	such modification will not cause unnecessary disturbance of the drainage pattern in the area;

(d)(4)	such modification will have minimal impact on the existing natural features of the surrounding area and will blend harmoniously with such area; and

(e)(5)	areas that contain natural features are preserved within a proposed #area of no disturbance#, especially those areas which are contiguous to #designated open space#, #wetland-adjacent areas#, or other area containing mostly natural features.

(b)	For In order to support the development of renewable energy infrastructure, for  #waterfront zoning lots# in #Manufacturing Districts# that contain Water-Dependent (WD) #uses#, as set forth in Section 62-211, where the area allocated to such #uses# exceeds 75 percent of the land above water in the #upland lot#, the Commission may authorize modifications to natural features, provided that the Commission finds that:

(1)	the WD #use# requires unenclosed operations, not limited to vehicle movement or storage, that would not be feasible without the modification of natural features;

(2)	such modification is the minimum necessary to facilitate such #use# on the #zoning lot#;

(3)	the WD #use# would provide a substantial environmental benefit; and

(4)	such modification would not have an adverse effect on the surrounding area.

The Commission may prescribe appropriate conditions and safeguards to minimize adverse effects on the character of the surrounding area.

*	*	*
Adopted.
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