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TITLE:
A local law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the department of health and mental hygiene to establish a bed bug technique training program for pest control.
ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Amends Chapter 1 of Title 17 by adding a new Section 17-195.
INTRODUCTION

On February 24, 2009, the Committee on Consumer Affairs, chaired by Council Member Leroy G. Comrie, the Committee on Health, chaired by Council Member Joel Rivera, and the Committee on Sanitation and Solid Waste Management, chaired by Council Member Robert Jackson as acting chairperson, will hold a hearing on Proposed Int. No. 873-A, a local law that would require the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene (DOHMH) to establish a bed bug technique training program for pest control. Expected to testify are the Department of Consumer Affairs, DOHMH, the Department of Housing Preservation and Development, the Department of Sanitation, pest control experts and other interested members of the community.
BACKGROUND

Bed bugs, or cimex lectularius, are small wingless insects that are the size of a poppy seed at birth and grow to approximately one-quarter inch in adulthood.
 Bed bugs range from a white or tan color to a deep brown or orange.
 Bed bugs can hatch between one and two eggs per day, accounting for hundreds over a lifetime.
 They feed on the blood of warm-blooded animals, generally when the animal is sleeping.
 When a bed bug eats, it first releases saliva into the skin, so the host does not feel the contact.
 While bed bugs are not known to transmit infectious diseases, their bites can become irritated and, if further aggravated by the host, they can become infected.
 Bed bugs are generally more active at night and tend to hide in cracks and crevices.
 Due to this, they desire locations such as a beds, mattresses, box springs, luggage, furniture and clutter.
  In addition, bed bugs may go long periods without feeding and may go undetected during this time.

Bed bugs can be found worldwide and have recently experienced resurgence in North America, Europe and Australia.
 Some attribute the increase in the bed bug population in the United States to restrictions on DDT, a chemical formerly used to eradicate bed bugs that is now being phased out in the United States due to concerns of human toxicity.
 Another cause for the increase in bed bugs is the integrated pest management approach administered by exterminators which targets insects with chemicals that would specifically eliminate a specific type of pest, but not necessarily others.
 

The propensity of the pest to go undetected and survive for long periods of time without food, adds to the difficulty in ascertaining whether a bed bug infestation is present and to eliminate the bed bugs.
 Currently, bed bugs are increasingly present in homes, apartments, hotels and motels, as well as other heavily habitable areas.
 DOHMH recommends locating where the bed bugs are hiding, cleaning and repairing areas where they are likely to hide, and using the least toxic pesticides that are specifically for bed bugs.
 Additionally, DOHMH encourages the use of licensed pest management professionals when dealing with an infestation and strongly discourages individuals from bringing discarded mattresses or furniture into their home.

PROPOSED INT. NO. 


Section 1 of Proposed Int. No. 873-A would create a new Section 17-195 entitled “Bed bug techniques training program” in Chapter 1 of Title 17 of the Administrative Code. Subdivision a of new section 17-195 would require DOHMH to create a program to train exterminators in the proper techniques for eliminating bed bugs. Subdivision b of new section 17-195 would require DOHMH to create a program to train property owners in the proper techniques for eliminating bed bugs and preventing the transfer and spread of an infestation.
Subdivision c of new section 17-195 would mandate that any training program developed pursuant to new section 17-195 must include, at a minimum, instruction on the identification of bed bugs and understanding their life cycle, inspection procedures to identify infested areas and furnishings, techniques to prepare infested sites for containment and extermination, encasement methods, proper techniques for the moving and disposal of infested furnishings and materials and special considerations for multiple dwellings. In addition, any training program would also have to provide instruction on which techniques and pesticides are inappropriate for bed bug elimination.
Subdivision d of new section 17-195 would require DOHMH to make information about bed bug awareness, infestation and control available on its website. Subdivision e of new section 17-195 would compel DOHMH to ensure that a toll-free number, such as 311, is available for the public to report bed bug infestations or request information on bed bugs. Finally, subdivision f of new section 17-195 would require a list of exterminators, including the name and company of the exterminator trained pursuant to section 17-195, to be made available on the DOHMH website, upon request when calling 311 and where a request is made in person at DOHMH offices to be located in each of the five boroughs, as determined by the department.
Section 2 of Proposed Int. No. 873-A would make the law effective ninety days after enactment, provided that DOHMH would be required to take any necessary actions to implement the law, including the promulgation of rules, prior to such effective date.

Proposed Int. No. 873-A

By Council Members Brewer, Barron, Comrie, Dickens, Eugene, Felder, Gerson, Gonzalez, James, Koppell, Liu, Nelson, Sears, Weprin, Vallone Jr., White Jr. and Lappin

..Title

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the department of health and mental hygiene to establish a bed bug technique training program for pest control.

..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Chapter 1 of title 17 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 17-195 to read as follows:

§17-195 Bed bug techniques training program. a. The department shall establish a program to train exterminators in the proper techniques to eliminate bed bugs.

b. The department shall establish a program to train property owners in the proper techniques to eliminate bed bugs and to prevent the transfer and spread of any bed bug infestation.

c. Any training programs developed pursuant to this section shall include, but not be limited to, identification of bed bugs and understanding their life cycle, inspection procedures to identify infested areas and furnishings, techniques to prepare infested sites for containment and extermination, encasement methods, proper techniques for the moving and disposal of infested furnishings and materials and special considerations for multiple dwellings. Any training program should also provide instruction on which techniques and pesticides are inappropriate for bed bug elimination.

d. The department shall make available on its website information on bed bug awareness, infestation and control.

e. The department shall ensure that a toll-free hotline number, such as 311, shall be made available to the public for any person seeking to report an incidence of bed bug infestation or to request information on bed bugs.

f. A list of exterminators including the name and company of the exterminator trained pursuant to this section shall be made available to the public on the department’s website, upon request by calling 311 and upon request in person at department offices to be located in each of the five boroughs, as determined by the department.
§2.  This local law shall take effect ninety days after its enactment, provided, however, that the department of health and mental hygiene shall take any necessary actions to implement this law, including the promulgation of rules, prior to such effective date.
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