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May 6, 2008
INT. NO. 753:
By:  Council Member Dilan
TITLE:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to training building inspectors.
ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Amends article 103 of title 28 by adding a new section 28-103.21.

INTRODUCTION:
On May 6, 2008, the Committee on Housing and Buildings, chaired by Council Member Erik Martin Dilan, will conduct a hearing on Int. No. 753, A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to training building inspectors.
BACKGROUND AND INTENT:
Pursuant to the City Charter, the Department of Buildings (“DOB” or “Department”) is charged with enforcing the Building Code, including electrical and plumbing codes, the Zoning Resolution, the State Multiple Dwelling Law, and other energy, labor and local laws related to construction-, excavation-, demolition-, and alteration-related activities within the City. The agency is also charged with inspecting such activities and work related to plumbing, elevators, electrical, and heating, ventilation and air conditioning systems. To fulfill its inspection responsibilities, the Department employs building inspectors to ensuring that such activities comply with safe construction practices.   

  The Council is concerned about the quality of building construction, including renovations, and the safety of the public and workers during construction activities and has held several hearings on such issues.  This legislation is a result of such concerns, Int. No. 753 would require the Department to establish a training and instruction program for its building inspectors that provides training for all inspectors in prescribed areas and specialized training for inspectors doing more specialized inspections. The Committee expects to hear testimony from representatives of the Department of Buildings, real estate professionals, including developers, contractors and other persons interested in this legislation.
Int. No. 753

Bill section one would amend article 103 of Chapter 1 of Title 28 of the Administrative Code of the City of New York (“Ad. Code”), the New York City Building Code, which takes effect on July 1, 2008, by adding a new section 28-103.21 to require building inspectors to be trained in applicable construction laws and rules, construction safety standards, and fire safety practices.  In addition, building inspectors would be required to receive training according to designated duties or specialty area of assignment.
Bill section two provides that this local law would take effect ninety days after enactment.
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