New York City Council
Memorandum in Support of Legislation
This memorandum is authored by the sponsor and explains the need for the legislation referenced herein, in accordance with Rule 6.00(d) of the Rules of the Council.

Introduction Number:
Int. No. 0473

Prime Sponsors:
Council Member Williams

Bill Title:
A Local Law to amend the New York city charter, in relation to offering community service in lieu of civil penalties for certain littering violations.

Submitted by:
Council Member Williams

Justification:
In New York City, financial penalties for minor violations are often more than just a ticket; they can represent a serious setback for individuals and families already struggling to make ends meet. These fines and fees disproportionately impact those living in poverty or immigrants yet to learn the social expectations of their new homes and act as a hidden tax that exacerbates inequality and injustice in our city.
In New York City, financial penalties for minor violations are often more than just a ticket; they can represent a serious setback for individuals and families already struggling to make ends meet. These fines and fees disproportionately impact those living in poverty or immigrants yet to learn the social expectations of their new homes and act as a hidden tax that exacerbates inequality and injustice in our city.
This legislation would give judges at the Office of Administrative Trials and Hearings the option to offer community service in lieu of paying civil penalties. This approach not only alleviates the financial burden on individuals but also encourages a more constructive form of accountability. Community service can provide educational opportunities and promote civic engagement, helping individuals better understand and meet their responsibilities regarding NYC’s trash and recycling regulations.
