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	THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK
FINANCE DIVISION
PRESTON NIBLACK, DIRECTOR
JEFFREY RODUS, FIRST DEPUTY DIRECTOR
FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT

PROPOSED INTRO. NO:  1090-A
COMMITTEE:  Housing and Buildings

	TITLE:  To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to studying the effects of wind on certain buildings.


	SPONSOR(S): Council Members Ignizio, Chin, Comrie, Fidler, James, Koo, Lander, Mendez, Richards and Rose


SUMMARY OF LEGISLATION:  Proposed Intro 1090-A would require the Mayor’s Office of Long Term Planning and Stability (OLTPS), along with the Department of Buildings (DOB) to undertake a study and submit a report to the Mayor and Council Speaker on the effects of wind on existing buildings, including existing buildings that are raised, and buildings that are under construction in New York City. The report must be provided within two years of the effective date and must include the following: 
1. An analysis to determine the types of existing buildings that are at risk of causing falling debris, based on the age, construction classification, construction methods and materials, height, and occupancy use of such buildings; 
2. An analysis of the effects of wind on existing buildings that are raised, lifted, elevated or moved in order to comply with Appendix G of the New York city building code or to address flood hazard concerns;
3. An analysis of the effects of wind on buildings that are under construction, including the effects of wind on buildings with incomplete façade assemblies, temporary installations used in construction, and construction materials that are stored on construction sites; 
4. An analysis of forecasts related to potential changes in the frequency, intensity, and path of future storm events along with consideration of whether climate change may impact wind speeds; and 
5. An examination of the benefits of installing and maintaining weather stations across the city, including on high-rise buildings, to better understand localized wind patterns. 

The report should also provide recommendations on whether the applicable wind loads under the city’s building code should be revised; whether standard wind plans for sites in various stages of construction are needed, including plans regarding equipment and temporary structures such as cranes, derricks, scaffolds, concrete formwork and sidewalk bridges; how equipment and temporary structures such as cranes, derricks, scaffolds, concrete formwork and sidewalk bridges should be designed and secured in light of wind effects; whether changes to the building code or DOB’s rules related to façade work filing and inspection exemptions or safety inspection requirements are necessary and what wind load requirements should be applied to existing buildings.
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EFFECTIVE DATE: This local law would take effect immediately.
FISCAL YEAR IN WHICH FULL FISCAL IMPACT ANTICIPATED: 2014




FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT:

	

	

Effective FY14

	
FY Succeeding
Effective FY15
	
Full Fiscal
Impact FY14


	
Revenues 
	
$0
	
$0
	
$0

	
Expenditures 
	$1.5 million
	
$0
	
$1.5 million

	
Net
	$1.5 million
	
$0
	
$1.5 million



IMPACT ON REVENUES: There would be no revenues generated by this legislation.  

IMPACT ON EXPENDITURES: Looking at Calgary and Seattle who conducted extensive wind studies and scaling up the costs to make it comparable to New York City, OLTPS is estimating a cost of $1-1.5 million for this study. The funding will pay for the RFP process and the hiring of consultants.  OLTPS is expecting federal funding to defray the cost to the City, but has not yet been made aware of the award amount.  When federal funding is secured, OLTPS will reduce the City’s commitment accordingly.  
SOURCE OF FUNDS TO COVER ESTIMATED COSTS: General funds 

SOURCE OF INFORMATION: Mayor’s Office of Long Term Planning and Stability (OLTPS)
                                           Department of Buildings (DOB)
                                           City Council Finance Division
ESTIMATE PREPARED BY: Ralph P. Hernandez, Principal Legislative Financial Analyst
					
ESTIMATED REVIEWED BY: Nathan Toth, Deputy Director
			           Tanisha Edwards, Finance Counsel
LEGISLATIVE HISTORY: Intro 1090 was introduced by Council and referred to the Housing and Buildings Committee on June 24, 2013. On June 27, 2013, a joint hearing was held on Intro 1090 by the Housing and Buildings, Environmental Protection, Parks and Recreation, Transportation, and Waterfronts Committees, and the bill was laid over. An amendment was made and Proposed Intro 1090-A will be voted by the Housing and Buildings Committee on September 24, 2013. Upon a successful vote, Proposed Intro 1090-A will be submitted to and voted on by the Full Council on September 24, 2013.
DATE SUBMITTED TO COUNCIL:  June 24, 2013
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