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TITLE:
To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to creating temporary parking permits.
CHARTER:
Amends subchapter 2 of chapter 1 of title 19 by adding a new section 19-162.3.
INTRODUCTION


On June 22, 2011, the Committee on Transportation, chaired by Council Member James Vacca, will hold a hearing on Proposed Int. No. 44-A, a Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to creating one day temporary parking permits.  This legislation would require the Department of Transportation to issue temporary parking permits to drivers in order to load and unload heavy materials. Those invited include Commissioner of Transportation Janette Sadik-Khan, and various civic groups and transportation advocates.  

BACKGROUND

Parking availability continues to be a persistent problem in New York City. For many residents and businesses, the lack of parking spaces coupled with higher enforcement by traffic agents has resulted in difficulties with carrying out daily tasks, including temporary stops to transport or carry heavy objects. 


In New York City the Department of Transportation would be responsible for operating a temporary parking permit program. Currently DOT operates approximately 63,000 parking meter city-wide.


According to the Department of Finance in FY 2010, over 10 million parking tickets were issued city-wide, an increase over FY 2009.
 This trend is expected to continue as parking rules are tightened and enforcement is increased.


Proposed Int. No. 44-A aims to create a temporary one day parking permit for commercial and non-commercial vehicles. This temporary parking permit will be valid for twenty-four hours for commercial vehicles and twelve-hours for non-commercial vehicles. The permit will allow these vehicles to park in otherwise prohibited areas, excluding areas that are reserved for emergency vehicles.

ANALYSIS


Section 1 of Proposed Int. No. 44-A would add a new section 19-162.3 to the Administrative Code.   This new section would be entitled “Temporary Parking Permits.”

 
Subdivision a of new section 19-162.3 would mandate the Department of Transportation to issue permits for drivers to load and unload heavy materials.  The specific time frame of the permit would be set by the Department of Transportation, but would be for twenty-four hours for vehicles with commercial plates, and twelve hours for vehicles without commercial plates.  The permit would also be allowed to have geographic parameters.  

Subdivision b of new section 19-162.3 would allow vehicles with the permit set forth in subdivision a of such section to park in the parking lane where parking or standing would otherwise be prohibited, except that the vehicle would not be allowed to park where standing or stopping is not permitted other than by emergency vehicles.  If a geographic zone is set forth in the permit, then the vehicle would only be permitted to use the permit within the specified zone.
Section 2 of Proposed Int. No. 44-A would provide that this local law take effect ninety days following enactment, except that the Commissioner of Transportation would be required to take all necessary steps to implement the law, including the promulgation of rules, prior to the effective date.
Proposed Int. No. 44-A

By Council Members Lappin, Lander, James, Rodriguez and Nelson

..Title

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to creating one day temporary parking permits.

..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Subchapter two of chapter one of title nineteen of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 19-162.3 to read as follows: 

§ 19-162.3 Temporary Parking Permits.  a. The department shall issue temporary parking permits to allow drivers to load and unload heavy materials from a motor vehicle at a specified location.  Such permits shall be valid for a twenty-four period for vehicles with commercial license plates and for a twelve hour for all other motor vehicles.  The specific time frame shall be set forth in such permit.  Such permit may also specify geographic parameters where such permit may be used.

b. Notwithstanding any local law or rule to the contrary, it shall be permissible to park a motor vehicle where parking is prohibited by a posted sign, provided that such car displays a temporary parking permit issued pursuant to subdivision a of this section and is parked in an available space in the parking lane.  Such vehicle shall also be parked in the geographic area specified in the temporary parking permit, as applicable.  Notwithstanding the above, such permitted parking shall not be lawful where standing or stopping is not permitted at any time by other than emergency vehicles.

§ 2. This local law shall take effect ninety days following enactment, except that the commissioner shall take all necessary action, including the promulgation of rules, prior to such effective date.
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