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          1  RULES, PRIVILEGES AND ELECTIONS

          2                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Today we are

          3  considering one appointment by the Mayor to the New

          4  York City Art Commission. Chapter 37 of the New York

          5  City Charter provides for an Art Commission. Section

          6  851 of this Chapter states that the members of the

          7  Commission shall include the Mayor or his

          8  representative, the President of the Metropolitan

          9  Museum of Art, the President of the New York Public

         10  Library, the President of the Brooklyn Museum, one

         11  painter, one sculptor, one architect, one landscape

         12  architect, who shall be residents of the City and

         13  serve three-year terms.

         14                 The Commission shall have final

         15  authority with all works of arts installed or

         16  erected or to be installed or erected upon or over

         17  land belonging to the City. The Commission shall

         18  examine all works of art belonging to the City and

         19  may request an agency to move the work of art to a

         20  more suitable location.

         21                 The Commission shall have advisory

         22  oversight over all art belonging to the City and

         23  agencies shall maintain lists of all art in their

         24  possession and notify the Commission of a proposed

         25  change in use or relocation.
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          1  RULES, PRIVILEGES AND ELECTIONS

          2                 The Mayor has nominated Donald J.

          3  Walsh for the Landscape Architect position for the

          4  remainder of a three-year term which shall expire on

          5  December 31, 2000.

          6                 Good morning, Mr. Walsh, and welcome

          7  to the Rules Committee.

          8                 Would you like to make a statement as

          9  to why you are seeking this position?

         10                 MR. WALSH: Good morning, members of

         11  the Council, ladies and gentlemen. My name is Donald

         12  Walsh, and I reside at 257 Water Street, New York

         13  City. I am before you here as a candidate for the

         14  Arts Commission for Landscape Architecture.

         15                 I have my degree from Penn State

         16  University in Landscape Architecture and Urban

         17  Planning. I have done minor studies in art history

         18  and historic preservation. I worked for a year at

         19  the SanFrancisco firm of Garrett Eckbo and upon my

         20  arrival in New York worked as an associate for

         21  Daniel Stewart and Associates, a firm specializing

         22  in residential design, with some experience at urban

         23  and suburban and commercial and park design until

         24  1986.

         25                 That October I established my own
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          1  RULES, PRIVILEGES AND ELECTIONS

          2  practice with an emphasis in residential design. My

          3  candidacy was initially advanced by the New York

          4  Botanical Garden, where I have taught a variety of

          5  landscape design, construction and planting courses

          6  since 1982.

          7                 I am a contributing faculty member at

          8  the Parsons School of Design and have lectured

          9  regularly at the Horticultural Society of New York,

         10  as well as other horticultural and garden

         11  organizations.

         12                 As a resident of the West Village and

         13  now Water Street, I have assisted community groups

         14  and block associations on streetscape improvements

         15  and public gardens.

         16                 When the opportunity to serve the Art

         17  Commission was first advanced I was both flattered

         18  and humbled. To familiarize myself with the workings

         19  of the Arts Commission and to witness the type of

         20  projects that came before it, I began to monitor the

         21  meetings.

         22                 If confirmed by the Council, I would

         23  hope to bring my knowledge, sense of design,

         24  commitment and enthusiasm to the Art Commission, as

         25  I have to my clients and students. I look forward to
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          2  working with the other Commissioners for the

          3  betterment of New York and to return something to

          4  the City that has been a source of clientele and

          5  inspiration.

          6                 Thank you for your consideration.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Thank you for

          8  your statement.

          9                 You are a very busy person, do you

         10  think you will have the time to devote to the work

         11  of the Art Commission?

         12                 MR. WALSH: Well, one of the reasons I

         13  started to go to the meetings right off was to see

         14  if I could blend it into my schedule and it has

         15  worked out that I have been able to do that.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: And I understand

         17  that you are not paid any salary for the work that

         18  you are doing, and you are aware of that?

         19                 MR. WALSH: Well, I am aware that the

         20  more important the work, the less you get.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Okay.

         22                 We just have two housekeeping items.

         23  You know we do a very intensive investigation, the

         24  Council does and then the Department of

         25  Investigation, and out of it we just came up with
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          2  two relatively minor matters. One is a traffic

          3  summons with the PVB; are you going to be taking

          4  care of that or resolving it?

          5                 MR. WALSH: It is in my pocket. I am

          6  planning on contesting it, so I am hoping while I am

          7  downtown I am going t go over to the municipal

          8  building.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Okay. Just let

         10  Stuart Goldstein, our Investigator, know the outcome

         11  on that.

         12                 MR. WALSH: Yes, sir.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Then also you

         14  have served as a professor of the Parsons School of

         15  Design, and an instructor for both the New York

         16  Botanical Garden and the Horticultural Society of

         17  New York. There might be some possible conflict of

         18  interest in terms of their appearing before the Art

         19  Commission, and you are aware of that?

         20                 MR. WALSH: Yes, sir.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: And if you find

         22  that there might be a conflict, you will get an

         23  opinion from the Conflicts of Interest Board before

         24  you would actually vote on an item that might cause

         25  a conflict?
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          2                 MR. WALSH: I understand that 100

          3  percent.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Okay.

          5  Considering, how old are you now?

          6                 MR. WALSH: I will be 43 on Saturday.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Okay, so I am

          8  saying considering you lived 43 years and those are

          9  the two problems in your life, you are doing pretty

         10  good.

         11                 MR. WALSH: My mother and father would

         12  say the same.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Okay. Any

         14  questions of the candidate?

         15                 Okay, you are excused and we are

         16  going to be voting on your candidacy and then later

         17  in the afternoon, the full Council will be voting on

         18  it.

         19                 The reason why we have so few members

         20  here is that simultaneous with this meeting we have

         21  a Finance meeting. Many of the members are members

         22  of both committees, so we are going to take our vote

         23  in stages.

         24                 Do we have somebody to take the vote

         25  now?
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          2                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: I already

          3  called and he is on his way up.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Okay.

          5                 I feel reasonably sure that you are

          6  going to make it with flying colors.

          7                 MR. WALSH: Okay, thank you very much.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: And I wish you

          9  good luck.

         10                 MR. WALSH: Thank you.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: We have to hold

         12  the vote open for Council Member Ognibene.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Povman.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Aye. I think that

         15  Mr. Walsh has shown a great requisite and background

         16  talent to do a great job on the Art Commission, and

         17  I enthusiastically vote yes.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Spigner.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Pass.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Foster.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Yes. Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Michels.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Pass.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: O'Donovan.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER O'DONOVAN: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Spigner.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Berman.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: Yes.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Michels.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: The vote stands

          9  at six in the affirmative, and is held open.

         10                 (Hearing concluded at 11:01 a.m.)
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          2              CERTIFICATION

          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 26th day of May 1999.
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