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I. INTRODUCTION
On February 25, 2026, the Committee on Fire and Emergency Management, chaired by Council Member Joann Ariola will conduct an oversight hearing on the “Implementation of Local Law 6 of 2025”, in relation to requiring the Department of Transportation (“DOT”) to consult with the New York City Fire Department (“FDNY”) prior to approving open street applications and certain bicycle lane projects and to require the fire department to confer with any affected firehouse prior to approving open street applications, bicycle lane projects, and major transportation projects Those expected to testify include representatives of the FDNY, community representatives, unions, and other interested members of the public. 
II. BACKGROUND
New York City Fire Department
The FDNY is comprised of approximately 11,000 uniformed firefighters, and manages 218 firehouses Citywide. [footnoteRef:1] [footnoteRef:2]  The FDNY’s core responsibilities include fighting traditional structural fires and providing pre-hospital care.  The Department also has a role in handling all types of emergencies, such as hazardous materials incidents, building collapses, transportation accidents, utility-related emergencies, natural disasters, medical response and acts of terrorism throughout the City.[footnoteRef:3] Additionally, the FDNY is responsible for making all tactical and strategic decisions regarding structural evacuation. The FDNY responded to more than 25,000 structural fires during Fiscal Year 2026.[footnoteRef:4]  [1:  FDNY; available at: https://www.nyc.gov/site/fdny/about/overview/overview.page ]  [2:  2026 Mayor’s Management Report; available at: https://www.nyc.gov/assets/operations/downloads/pdf/mmr2026/fdny.pdf. ]  [3:  Id. ]  [4:  Id. ] 

New York City Department of Transportation
DOT’s goal is to provide for safe, efficient, and environmentally responsible movement of people and goods in NYC.[footnoteRef:5] DOT works to improve traffic mobility throughout NYC; maintain the City’s infrastructure; encourage the use of mass transit and other modes of transportation other than private vehicles; and provide traffic safety educational programs.[footnoteRef:6] DOT manages 6,300 miles of streets and highways, over 12,000 miles of sidewalk, and approximately 800 bridges and tunnels.[footnoteRef:7] DOT’s staff also installs and maintains nearly one million street signs, 13,250 signalized intersections, over 315,000 street lights, over 350 million linear feet of markings, and 2,600 automated enforcement cameras.[footnoteRef:8]  [5:  NYC Department of Transportation (DOT), About DOT, available at https://www1.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/about/about.shtml]  [6:  Id. ]  [7:  Id. ]  [8:  Id. ] 

Among its many roles, DOT is tasked with ensuring street safety through the implementation of street infrastructure improvements; managing specific programs/projects, including the Open Streets Program and bike lane projects within the City; and regulating parking. DOT also works with communities to garner input and provide notices for specific changes to projects or programs. 
NYC Open Streets Program
	Initially, NYC started Open Streets as a pilot in 2020, to temporarily close certain streets in order to become pedestrian-only corridors.[footnoteRef:9] The pilot has since evolved into a permanent and year-round program.[footnoteRef:10] The Open Streets Program allows communities to utilize new public space, support small businesses and enjoy cultural and community programming, while prioritizing safety and access for pedestrians and cyclists.[footnoteRef:11] The program is currently administered by DOT, who works with community-based organizations, public, private and charter schools, and groups of businesses to execute Open Streets citywide.[footnoteRef:12]  [9:  Julia Marsh and Vincent Barone, NYC outlines street closures to promote ‘social distancing’ during coronavirus shutdown, New York Post, available at https://nypost.com/2020/03/26/nyc-outlines-street-closures-to-promote-social-distancing-during-coronavirus-shutdown/]  [10:  NYC Council, DOT FY22 Preliminary Budget Hearing, March 9, 2021]  [11:  NYC DOT, Pedestrians-Open Streets, available at https://www1.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/pedestrians/openstreets.shtml ]  [12:  Id.  ] 

While the Open Streets pilot successfully connected New Yorkers to additional public spaces, there were criticisms surrounding a lack of funding in under-resourced neighborhoods.[footnoteRef:13] To help minimize inequity, the City Council passed Local Law 55 of 2021, which codified the Open Streets Program and required that DOT manage or provide resources to at least 20 Open Streets sites in areas that would be otherwise underserved by the Open Streets Program.[footnoteRef:14]  [13:  Open Streets Coalition, Open Streets Letter to City Hall, April 1, 2021, available for download at https://www.scribd.com/document/501207754/Open-Streets-Letter-to-City-Hall ]  [14:  Local Law 55 of 2021] 

Additionally, the outdoor dining program that emerged during the pandemic was made permanent through Local Law 121 of 2023 known as Dining Out NYC, replacing the old sidewalk café program.[footnoteRef:15]  [15:  Local Law 121 of 2023  ] 

New York City Biking
	DOT also oversees a number of programs that use street parking spaces for uses other than private parking, which include Citi Bike and the placement of bike corrals on City streets. 
Citi Bike, a bike share program that began in 2013, has grown in popularity from 92,598 annual members in Fiscal Year 2014[footnoteRef:16] to nearly 235,867 annual members in Fiscal Year 2025.[footnoteRef:17] Citi Bikes are retrieved by riders from one of its stations—similar to bike racks—across Manhattan, Brooklyn, Queens, and Jersey City.[footnoteRef:18] The bicycles are held in docks at these stations until unlocked by a rider, who must then return the bike to another dock in the system after a trip is complete. According to DOT’s latest Cycling in the City report, “[Citi Bike] makes it more convenient for New Yorkers—even those who don’t own a bicycle—to make short, point-to-point trips by bicycle and has become an integral part of New York’s transportation network.”[footnoteRef:19] As of the end of December of 2025, there were 2,925 active Citi Bike stations and 33,095 bikes in the fleet, with 3,414 additional bike parking spaces added during Fiscal Year 2025.[footnoteRef:20]  Furthermore, according to the latest DOT figures, there are currently 1,550 miles of bike lanes and 555 miles of protected bike lanes in the City, making it the largest bicycle network in North America[footnoteRef:21]. DOT allows community partners to suggest bike parking locations, including corrals placed in the roadways.[footnoteRef:22] These partners support the bike parking by maintaining planters, sweeping up debris and reporting any issues or damages.[footnoteRef:23] Due to concerns that street redesigns, such as the aforementioned programs and other infrastructure projects, remove lanes of traffic and can impact emergency responses, the Council enacted Local Law 6 of 2025.  [16:  NYC, Fiscal 2017 Mayor’s Management Report, available at https://www.nyc.gov/assets/operations/downloads/pdf/mmr2017/2017_mmr.pdf]  [17:  NYC, DOT Fiscal 2024 Preliminary Mayor’s Management Report, available at https://www.nyc.gov/assets/operations/downloads/pdf/pmmr2025/dot.pdf]  [18:  Citi Bike, What is a station? A dock? A kiosk?, available at https://help.citibikenyc.com/hc/en-us/articles/360032104712-What-is-a-station-A-dock-A-kiosk- ]  [19:  NYC DOT, Cycling in the City, page 15, September 2021, available at https://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/downloads/pdf/cycling-in-the-city-2021.pdf ]  [20:  Citi Bike, Citi Bike December 2025 Monthly Report, available at https://mot-marketing-whitelabel-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/nyc/December-2025-Citi-Bike-Monthly-Report.pdf]  [21:  NYC DOT, NYC Streets Plan Update 2024, available for download at https://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/downloads/pdf/nyc-streets-plan-update-2024.pdf ]  [22:  https://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/bicyclists/bicycleparking.shtml]  [23:  https://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/bicyclists/bicycleparking.shtml] 

III. LOCAL LAW 6 OF 2025

	Local Law 6 of 2025 (“Local Law 6”) requires DOT to consult with the FDNY prior to approving open street applications, bicycle lane projects, and major transportation projects. It also requires FDNY to confer with any affected firehouses before DOT approves such applications or projects, and submit the affected firehouse’s feedback to DOT. DOT is also required to provide certification of such consultation, including whether FDNY provided feedback from any affected firehouse, and if so, the affected firehouse that was conferred with, the method by which the firehouse provided feedback, and the date such feedback was provided.
IV. ISSUES AND CONCERNS
The Committee seeks to hear testimony from the Administration on how the City has been complying with Local Law 6 and how the City has been engaging with the appropriate entities required by the law.  Specifically, the Committee is interested in how FDNY has been carrying out the notification process of street projects in correlation to affected neighborhood firehouses and communities. Moreover, the Committee will garner input from the Administration and
advocates on outstanding issues pertaining to how these projects have affected the City’s
emergency response.
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