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          1  COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

          2                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Good morning. The

          3  Finance Committee is now in session. I'm David

          4  Weprin, Chair of the Finance Committee. I'm going to

          5  introduce my colleagues that are here, since they're

          6  here.

          7                 Council Member Bill DeBlasio from

          8  Brooklyn; Council Member Simcha Felder from

          9  Brooklyn; Council Member -- a lot of Brooklyns.

         10  Council Member Mike Nelson from Brooklyn; Council

         11  Member Tracy Boyland from Brooklyn; Majority Leader

         12  Joel Rivera from the Bronx. Council Member Christine

         13  Quinn, coming in from Manhattan.

         14                 Today we are hearing two resolutions

         15  concerning budget increases for two business

         16  improvement districts. Because the BID laws require

         17  that most hearings and local laws changing the

         18  governing documents of BIDs only be conducted after

         19  a hearing date is publicly set.

         20                 Today we are setting the date for a

         21  hearing on the two local laws that would authorize

         22  operating budget increases for the Brighton Beach

         23  BID and the MetroTech Area BID.

         24                 When we have the hearing on May 28th,

         25  on the two local laws authorizing the MetroTech and
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          2  Brighton Beach BID budget increases, we can only

          3  improve the laws if we can make the following

          4  findings.

          5                 One, that it is in the public

          6  interest to authorize the increases; and, two, that

          7  the tax and debt limit set out in the BID laws will

          8  not be exceeded.

          9                 The BID statute requires that notice

         10  of proposed budget increases need only be by

         11  publication in a newspaper. However, just as when we

         12  approved the number of BID increases last summer, we

         13  have informed DBS that we would like to see notices

         14  mailed to all property owners in the two BIDs of the

         15  proposed budget increases and the date for the

         16  hearing on the local laws.

         17                 We will now hear from the Department

         18  of Business Services.

         19                 And we've been joined by another

         20  member, Council Member Lew Fidler, and Staten Island

         21  member, Council Member Mike McMahon.

         22                 Did I say Simcha Felder?

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: No.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: And Simcha Felder

         25  twice, from Brooklyn.
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          2                 DEPUTY COMMISSIONER SCHWARTZ: Thank

          3  you, Chairman Weprin. Good morning, members of the

          4  City Council Finance Committee. My name is Andrew

          5  Schwartz, I'm Deputy Commissioner for the Department

          6  of Small Business Services.

          7                 Small Business Services fully

          8  supports passage of the City Council resolutions

          9  setting the date time and place concerning the

         10  public hearing concerning an increase in the amount

         11  to be expended in two Business Improvement Districts

         12  in Brooklyn - Brighton Beach BID and MetroTech Area

         13  Business Improvement District.

         14                 As required by the Resolution the two

         15  BIDs will arrange for publication of a notice of a

         16  public hearing in a local newspaper in a district,

         17  specifying the time and place, the proposed amount

         18  to be expended annually.

         19                 In addition, the BIDs have provided

         20  outreach to property owners and commercial tenants

         21  informing them about the BID increase, and will do

         22  the mailing.

         23                 The two BIDs requesting increases of

         24  annual expenditures to further expand, reinforce and

         25  strengthen their core services, and in a difficult
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          2  budgetary environment BIDs have to spend prudently

          3  in an effort to maintain the same level of services

          4  they have been providing.

          5                 The budgetary limits prevent further

          6  planning and developing events and programs helpful

          7  within the district.

          8                 Each of these requests has been

          9  reviewed by Small Business Services and the amounts

         10  are to continue to serve these districts to provide

         11  improved quality of life and economic activity.

         12                 Beginning on July 1st, 2002,

         13  MetroTech Area BID budget would be increased from

         14  approximately 2.189 million to 2,475,000, and the

         15  Brighton Beach BID from 150,000 to 160,000 as of

         16  Fiscal Year '04.

         17                 Your support of this resolution and

         18  for the City's BID program is greatly appreciated.

         19  The two BIDs have prepared to send out the letters

         20  to notify property owners of the date set for the

         21  hearing and to publish the notice.

         22                 Thank you for your attention. I'll be

         23  happy to answer any questions regarding these two

         24  BIDs.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: We've also been
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          2  joined by Council Member Margarita Lopez, from

          3  Manhattan. Welcome.

          4                 Any questions?

          5                 Seeing none, I'd like to move both

          6  items together.

          7                 Call the roll.

          8                 MR. CARAS: Weprin.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Aye.

         10                 MR. CARAS: Boyland.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye.

         12                 MR. CARAS: Lopez.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Aye.

         14                 MR. CARAS: Nelson.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye.

         16                 MR. CARAS: Quinn.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye.

         18                 MR. CARAS: Rivera.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Aye.

         20                 MR. CARAS: DeBlasio.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Aye.

         22                 MR. CARAS: Felder.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

         24                 MR. CARAS: Fidler.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye.
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          2                 MR. CARAS: McMahon.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye.

          4                 MR. CARAS: The vote being ten in the

          5  affirmative, none in the negative.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: We're going to

          7  keep the roll open for those members that will be

          8  wandering in. Other than that, we're in recess.

          9                 (Hearing recessed at 11:20 a.m.)
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