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THE COUNCIL
REPORT OF THE INFRASTRUCTURE DIVISION

ROBERT NEWMAN, LEGISLATIVE DIRECTOR 

COMMITTEE ON HOUSING AND BUILDINGS

Hon. Erik Martin Dilan, Chair

April 30, 2008

PROPOSED INT. NO. 657-A:
By: Council Members Arroyo, White Jr., Dilan, Comrie, Gonzalez, James, Palma, Rivera, Stewart, Yassky, Jackson, Liu, and Oddo.
TITLE:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to common sewers. 

ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Amends subdivision b of section 27-901 and sections PC 701.2.3 and PC 701.3 of title 28.

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS:

On April 30, 2008, the Committee on Housing and Buildings, chaired by Council Member Erik Martin Dilan, will conduct a hearing on Proposed Int. No. 657-A, A Local Law to amend the Administrative Code of the City of New York, in relation to common sewers. Under current law, one and two-family homes may connect to a privately-owned line called a common sewer instead of having a direct connection to the public sewer.  The Council is concerned that the use of common sewers in various areas of the City often results in problems for homeowners since the sewage lines from one property feed into a common line that, in turn, connects to the public sewer. In some cases, this results in problems related to one house affecting all houses on that same line.  This legislation was drafted to ensure that all new construction of one- and two-family homes built near a public sewer be connected directly to the public sewer, instead of a common sewer line, to prevent sewage backup problems. 
Int. No. 657
Bill section one amends subdivision (b) of section 27-901 in Title 27 of the Administrative Code of the City of New York (Ad. Code), the current Building Code, to require all one- and two-family homes located on streets, alleys or easements where there is a public sewer to connect to that public sewer.  
Bill section two amends section 701.3 of Title 28 of the Ad. Code, the new Plumbing Code, which takes effect on July 1, 2008, to require new one- and two-family homes located on streets, alleys or easements where there is a public sewer to connect to that public sewer.
Bill section three is the enactment clause and provides that this local law shall take effect immediately.
Amendments to Int. No. 657
· Bill section one, the current Building Code, was amended to specify that “common sewers,” or “private internal drains,” would be allowed only if the sewer line is outside the footprint of the home, is located within a dedicated, unobstructed right-of-way and is outside of any projections from the house, such as an extended roof line, unless there is a minimum clearance of 14 feet to allow equipment to get in if there is a problem.
· Bill section two  makes a conforming amendment to section PC 701.2.3 of the New York City Plumbing Code, as added by Local Law 99 for the year 2005, to prohibit “common sewers,” or “private internal drains,”  unless the common sewer line is outside the footprint of the home, is located within a dedicated, unobstructed right-of-way and is outside of any projections from the house, such as an extended roof line, unless there is a minimum clearance of 14 feet to allow equipment to get in if there was a problem.
· Bill section three, formerly bill section two, also makes a conforming amendment to provide that “common sewers,” or “private internal drains,” would be allowed only if the common elements of the common sewer (or private internal drain) are located within a dedicated, unobstructed right-of-way and are outside of any projections from the house, such as an extended roof line, unless there is a minimum clearance of 14 feet to allow equipment to get in if there was a problem.
· Bill section four was amended to specify that bill section one shall take effect upon enactment and bill sections two and three shall take effect on July 1, 2008, except that the Commissioner of Buildings shall take such necessary actions as are necessary for the implementation of sections two and three of this local law, including the promulgation of rules, prior to the effective date.
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